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ACT ONE

I NT. GOCSKI'S BAR - MORNI NG

A Pittsburgh sports bar. THREE WOVEN at a table: ELEANOR
(30, professor, analytical, no tine for nonsense, could cone
unspool ed at any nonent), DAN ELLE (28, enotional, neurotic,
singl e nother, bleeding heart), and SAMANTHA "SAMW" (26, a
mx of mllennial entitlement and | azi ness, the "son" their
father never had.) Danielle smles at her phone.

ELEANOR
Way are you smling? Putin fell off
hi s horse?

DANI ELLE
Confirmng nmy coffee date with Kenan,
that cute ned student.

SAMWY
How gay is this one?

Sanmy LAUCGHS, El eanor can't resist a smle.

DANI ELLE
Keep in mind |'m pi cking someone who
may have to be a role nodel for ny
son. \Wen you're | ooking for
sensitive, nodern, evolved nen, you're
bound to hit a gay road bl ock.

BUD
Gay road bl ock? Sounds |ike Danielle
nmet a new fella.

BUD, their doting father, has entered in a Steeler jersey
and cargo shorts, (50s, never left Pittsburgh, |oves his 80s
hair, an old school "every-man" on the verge of a wake-up
call). Samrmy LAUGHS and fist-bunps her Dad as he sits.

DANI ELLE
Hilarious. Don't act like that's
such a problemfor ne.

STILL PHOTO CHRYON READS: "Danielle's promdate". A young
gowned Danielle has her arns around her HANDSOVE DATE. She
smles for canera, he checks out another guy's ass.

2ND PHOTO CHYRON READS: "Danielle's first boyfriend'. An
ice rink. Danielle kisses the rouged cheek of a PRETTY
VEEPI NG MAN in a sequi ned top who hol ds a bouquet of roses.
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3RD PHOTO CHYRON:. "Danielle's former fiance." A famly
photo. A red arrow points to a lithe ASI AN MAN who sits
with his MJCH OLDER HUSBAND and their THREE M XED- RACE Kl DS.

BACK TO SCENE :

SAMW
Dad, you want to finish nmy onelet?
BUD
Yep. Al | had this norning was two
hot dogs and a donut at the gas
station. [I'Il be in the Bahamas in

si x hours, gotta nmake sure --
(patting his gut)
-- my beach body's poppin' for ny

lady friend.

DANI ELLE
You know ny feelings about Facebook
politically - | hate it and everyone

onit - but if it helps you reconnect
with an old flame --

SAMW
(to Bud)
I checked her profile. Kind of |ooks
like Mom Maybe you score, then
dunp her and feel |ike a w nner again.

ELEANOR
Sanmmy, be a person.

SAMW
El eanor, don't censor ny voi ce.

ELEANOR
kay, enough chit-chat. Dad, while
we're excited for your trip, we are
a bit worried it could be
psychol ogi cal |y fraught, given --

DANI ELLE
(to Bud)
You just found out Mom got engaged.
W told her to keep that fromyou
until after your trip but she's --

SAMWY
A sel fish cow

ELEANOR
Can | just do this, please?
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El eanor fiddles with her phone during:

ELEANOR ( CONT' D)
Point being, | thought 1'd introduce
you to a therapist, a colleague of
mne at Pitt. She can Facetinme with
you in an enotional emergency.

DR CASSANDRA ( FROM PHONE)
Hello? This is Dr. Cassandra.

ELEANOR
(to phone)
H, Mna. I'msitting with ny Dad.

El eanor turns the phone to Bud, Bud turns it back.

BUD
@uys, I'mgreat! | got the world by
t he dangl ers.

ELEANOR
Or are you just putting on a brave
face?

BUD
Vell, now | feel trapped because |

happen to have a brave face.

DANI ELLE

It's okay to feel, Dad. If ny life
was as much of a soap opera as yours,
I'"d be holed up in the dark, sobbing
into ny lentils and rice.

(getting enotional)
It breaks nmy heart that your high
school sweetheart | ooked at you after
thirty years and said, "this is not
enough for me, I"mout, |'mleaving
you for a younger, taller--"

SAMWY
Puer-to R -can.

ELEANOR
Unnecessary.
(then, to Bud)
Not to mention you're on the wong
si de of sociological history.

BUD
"The hell does that nean?
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ELEANOR
As a straight, white, m ddl e-aged
man, you've evolved to dom nate a
world that won't soon exist. In an
age of text alerts, you' re Paul
Revere, scream ng news at people
froma horse

DANI ELLE
White people. Don't let the door
hit you in the ass. Actually, do.

SAMW
What col or do you think you are?
BUD
@uys, | appreciate how much you care,

but trust me, this trip isn't going
to be a problem

DANI ELLE
Real | y? You haven't been w th anot her
woman since Mom Sammy doesn't think
you' re even masturbating --

BUD
Hey, now. There's a kids' menu here.

SAMW
| checked your browser history.
It's all cars and a weird obsession
with Ben Roet hlisberger's body.

BUD
It's injury updates. And I'mworried
about his weight.

DR. CASSANDRA ( FROM PHONE)
Can we get back to the masturbation
gquestion? H's reaction is critica
to my analysis and |I'mstaring
straight into a sugar caddy.

ELEANOR
I'd say defensive, a little shaned.

DR. CASSANDRA ( ON PHONE)
I nteresting.

BUD
Not interesting! | take care of
nyse-- can we get to the airport?
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ELEANOR
Look, all we're saying is if you
have a breakdown m d-coitus triggered
by your suppressed well of pain,
rather than drink yourself to death
in some abandoned Carri bean beach
hut, please call one of us.

BUD
Got it.

ELEANOR/ DANI EL/ SAMWY

Yay! / You're gonna have so nuch
fun! / Wop-woop!!

2 INT. BUD S TRUCK / EXT. PITTSBURGH Al RPORT - AN HOUR LATER

Sanmy drives. Bud, Eleanor and Danielle ride.

BUD
Sanmy, pass this yutz in the Tacona.
A man shoul d have a real truck
Thousand bucks says he lives in his
girlfriend s apartnent, pretends to
l'i ke her cats.
(as they drive by)

This is Arerica! You don't have to
live like this!

Sanmmy pul l's over.

BUD ( CONT' D)
Ckay, love you girls. See you in
two weeks.

The G RLS AD-LIB, "love you, too," "have so nmuch fun," etc.

SAMWY
Hey.

Sanmmy puts a condomin his chest pocket with a w nk.

SAMW ( CONT' D)
Don't be a chunp, cover your stunp.

Bud offers a tight smle and wal ks into the termnal as the
girls drive off. A beat, then Bud rushes back out and sneaks
into a Geo Metro that pulls up to nmeet him
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INT. PAUL'S CAR - CONTI NUQUS

Bud hops in with his friend PAUL (30s, Pittsburgh accent,
heavy, nustached, del uded, idolizes Bud, why is he sweating?)

BUD
Grls didn't suspect a thing.

PAUL
"Qperation Lie to the Ladi es" has
cleared its first hurdle.

BUD
Aren't operation names usually clever?

PAUL
It's nore of an art than a science.
I"mrunning nultiple operations.
Best to err on the side of clarity.

Paul pulls out wide then has to swerve back into his | ane.
PAUL ( CONT' D)
Whoa. Sorry, | stopped eating bread

yesterday and I"'mall jittery.

MAIN TI TLES

INT. THE FAMLY HOVE - BUD S BEDROOM - LATER

A nodest, weat hered honme outside Pittsburgh. Eleanor takes
a franmed photo off the wall and dunps it in a box. Sanmy
enters, cracking a beer.

SAMW
Did Dad say you could get rid of al
Mom s stuff?

ELEANOR
No, because he doesn't know what's
good for him He can't nove on with
menori es of her everywhere.

El eanor picks up a nearby phallic "scul pture”

ELEANOR ( CONT' D)
A m ddl e-aged prison nurse takes up
scul pture and nmakes a bunch of what
are clearly glazed wieners -- he
shoul d have seen this com ng
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SAMW
Vel |, when he gets pissed, I'mtelling
hi myou nade nme do it.

Sanmy starts to hel p, grabbing things for the box.

ELEANOR
Who cares, |I'mhis favorite.

SAMWY
You're his favorite? He naned ne
Sanmy after his favorite food.
Chi pped chopped ham Sanmi es.

ELEANOR
| marvel at the things that fue
your self-esteem
(then, pointed)
And while we're on the subject of
renmoving itenms from Dad' s hone that
are hol di ng hi mback --

SAMW
| don't hold Dad back! | live here
to take care of him It's my burden.
Thanks to ne, Danielle is freed up
t o hi ppi e-brai nwash her weird sperm
bank kid, and you get to sip w ne at
museuns with your teeny bird-husband.

ELEANOR
Philip had scarlet fever as a child
and had to take an experinmental
antibiotic that stunted his grow h!
He's a giant where it counts. IN
H S M ND

SAMW
Interesting. Sanme parents, but | go
for dumb and hung.

ELEANOR
And how are you taking care of Dad?
It looks Iike you' re just turning
into him norning beers, cargo shorts --

SAMWY
Everything | need is right on ny
t highs. Band-Aid, lipstick, you
coul d sneak Philip onto a plane in
one of these side-pockets.

El eanor notices sonmething in a drawer.
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ELEANOR
Ch nmy god.
(holding it up)
Dad' s passport. It's here.
SAMWY

How? He texted and sai d he boarded.

ELEANOR
Did he lie? Wy would he lie?

El eanor searches drawers as Samy takes an i Pad from one of

her pockets.

SAMW
| can track his phone. Hold on.

ELEANOR
You track his phone?!
(GASPS, noti cing)
He didn't take his bathing suit!

El eanor hol ds up Bud's JAMS bathing suit.

SAMWY
Maybe he t ook anot her one?

ELEANOR
You know Dad's rule: a man shoul d
only have one bathing suit unless
he's a nodel or a mllionaire.

SAMWY
(of f iPad, whispering)
Hey, he's in the house.

El eanor | ooks at the screen.

ELEANOR
That says "El eanor's phone"! You
track ne, too?!

SAMWY

| have to keep this fam |y together
I'"mthe matriarch now

I NT. CAFE - DAY

KENAN sits alone. (20's, black, cute guy who swears he's

not a control freak in spite of his panic attacks.) H s PHONE
DINGS. A text from"Mother" says, "Were are you?" He rolls

his eyes. 2ND TEXT: "Wy aren't you answering?" 3RD TEXT:
"What did | do now???" 4TH TEXT: "CALL ME
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Bad news fromthe doctor :-(" Kenan finally hits dial, then:
KENAN
(i nto phone)
What happened with the doctor?

| NTERCUT W TH:

6 INT. SHERRI'S CAR - SAME

SHERRI (50s, black, gorgeous diva with limted nmeans, |ounge-
singer at a Ritz Carlton, fabulous Donna Sumer 70's hair,
shades). "Little Wiite Lies" PLAYS on the CAR RAD O

SHERR
He's nmoving! Across town, to a strip
mal |, nowhere near any of my |uncheon
spots. THIS is the better healthcare
systen? | want Barack back!

KENAN
I"mnot sure Cbamacare did what you

think it did.
(then, noticing)
Are you playing your own al bunf?

SHERR
An under - appreci ated gemfromthe
late "90s. It was originally intended

to be a series of duets with Ml
Torme, but we decided to go solo
when he stopped returning ny calls.

(then)
I"mout running errands and | want
to come over. | mss you, |ove.
KENAN
(suddenly nervous)
Ch, um sorry, I'mnot hone.
SHERR

Kenan, if you're in Pittsburgh,
swear to CGod --

KENAN
I"'mnot! |'mactually at school.
In the lab. Anatonmy md-term

SHERR
Oh really?

REVEAL Sherri is parked nearby. She holds opera glasses to
her eyes and | ooks accusingly at Kenan in the cafe.
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SHERRI ( CONT' D)
(singing al ong, pointed)
THE DEVIL WAS I N YOUR HEART // BUT
HEAVEN WAS | N YOUR EYES // THE NI GHT
THAT YOU TOLD ME THOSE LI TTLE WHI TE
LIES. ..

Kenan spots Dani el |l e approach the w ndow.

KENAN
Ckay, you're harnonizing with
yoursel f, 1'm gonna go. Love you.

Kenan hangs up and notices Danielle prinping for her date in
the wi ndow. picks teeth, fluffs hair, adjusts breasts. Wen
she realizes he can see her, she LAUGHS nervously then m nes
shooting herself in the head.

EXT. BUD S CABIN - LATER

An A-Frame in the woods. Paul's car pulls up, a boat now on
top. Bud and Paul hop out, Bud wears an awesone, thick, 80s
sheepskin coat. Paul regards the house, in awe.

PAUL
As you know, |'m not a deeply
religious man --
BUD
W' ve never discussed it.
PAUL
-- but if there's a heaven, |'d wager

it looks a lot like a cabin you built
in the woods.

Paul and Bud take the boat off the car, then unload gear
fromthe back seat, a shotgun, fishing rod, etc.

BUD
I"mnot even going to be hunbl e about
it -- 1 feel like one of those people
that settled Arerica. Like, who's a
famous frontiersman?

PAUL
Ch. Um Betsy Ross?!
(of f Bud's | ook)
You put me on the spot. | want so
badly to have the answers you need.

BUD
Wasn't there sonebody named "W d"?
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PAUL
Oscar W | del

BUD
Yes! Thank you.
(then)
Screw t he Bahamas, this is what |
need. Three weeks to be a nman again --
l[ittle fishing, little hunting, finish
the cabin. Al though, | feel bad
about lying to the girls.

PAUL
Hey, it's a good tine to take a break
fromall |adies. They're angry,

Bud. M plan, lay |ow a couple years,
give "emtime to cool off. Wen we
emerge, who knows what the world' ||l

| ook I'ike? Could be Iike Planet of

t he Apes, except the wonen will have
evol ved to ride horses.

BUD
Wonen can ri de horses now

PAUL
They' re not here, we can have fun.

A BIRD flies past them and smashes into the | arge w ndow of
t he house, falls dead on the porch.

BUD
That keeps happening. That's not an
omen, right? 1In horror filns, dead
bi rds woul d mean sonet hi ng bad.

PAUL
Nah, horror films are rarely set in
renote cabins in the woods. And
don't worry, I'lIl be here with you
the whole tine.

Paul pulls a sheepskin coat out of the back and puts it on.

BUD
No you won't. And what's with the
sheepskin? That's nmy thing. | bought

it at a police auction. They got it
of f a dead guy.
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PAUL
Uh, we both knowit's Stallone's
thing fromRocky V. And what do
you nean |'mnot going to be here?

BUD
The whol e point of this was for nme
to be here al one.

PAUL
Yeah, with me. Two guys alone in
t he woods, doing Oscar Wl de stuff.

BUD
No! | want to do Oscar Wl de stuff
by nysel f!
(concer ned)
Are we tal king about the right guy?

PAUL
| took three weeks off work and this
is how you treat nme? The guy who
was there when your wife left? Wo
brought you beers and a Pent house,
and didn't judge you for listening
to Col dpl ay?

BUD
| told you never to bring that up!

PAUL
You know what? You're a user. |
woul dn't stay now if you asked ne.

Paul waits a beat.

Paul , gets in his car,

He gasses the engine,

BUD
"' mnot asking you to stay.

PAUL
That's not why | paused!

PAUL ( CONT' D)
And by the way... Tammy's the one
who hurt you, not ne!

shooting a rock into Bud's forehead. He goes down.

BUD
OM Damm it!

his wheel s spin as he takes off,

12.

starts it and cranks down the w ndow.
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Paul drives off as Bud, a bloody cut on his forehead, gets

to his feet and takes a Band-Aid out of his cargo shorts.
Another BIRD hits his window - THUD. Bud reacts, disturbed.

INT. CAFE - LATER

Danielle, clearly enanored, sits with KENAN

KENAN
|'ve been putting myself through ned-
school by cooking, then I fell in

love with it. And now |I'm wondering --
should | just be a cook?

DANI ELLE
| so admire people who cook, you
know? Because food... really...
feeds us... Then again, the doctors,
man. They... really...

KENAN
Take care of us?

DANI ELLE
Thanks, | was in free-fall. You

talk while | think of a way to
convince you |I'mnot on painkillers.

KENAN

You' re very hard on yourself.
DANI ELLE

And ot hers.
KENAN

(1 aughs, then)
It's just, ny whole life I've wanted
to be a doctor, but lately the
uni verse i s sending nme subtle signals
it may not be for ne.

INT. NEDICAL SCHOOL LAB - DAY - FLASHBACK

Kenan, in scrubs, cuts into a cadaver as PROFESSORS and ot her
STUDENTS | ook on.

KENAN
Oh, god, it's oozing. | didn't expect
so nuch... fluid. Ww

( MORE)
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KENAN ( CONT' D)

(slicing again, then)

| cut nyself, right through the

glove. Oh, hey, got the fluid in ny

cut.

(pani cki ng)

Is that bad? Does anyone know what
this guy died of? 1'm bl anki ng: how
| ong does, say, ebola, stay alive in
its host after --

Di zzy, he starts to fall, grabs on to the cadaver's arm

goes down, pulling the cadaver down on top of him

KENAN (O S.)

Sonet hi ng went in ny nout h!

INT. CAFE - BACK TO SCENE

He

A beat .

Dani el | e and Kenan, as they were. Kenan takes out his phone.

KENAN

| can't tal k about nyself anynore.
(re: his phone)

| looked at your Instagram Tell ne
about your artwork.

Ch,

DANI ELLE
stage and phot ograph children's

toys to subvert cultural power
dynamics. | call it photo she-alism

KENAN

That's her-riffic.
(of f her 1 o00k)
As in TER-iffic, not HOR-riffic.

DANI ELLE

Thanks for clarifying, | get both.

Over the follow ng, we SEE THE | MAGE Dani el | e descri bes.

DANI ELLE (V. Q)

This is a series where | take on
corporate board roons by putting al
Women execs - your Barbies, your
Strawberry Shortcakes - at the table,
while all the nmen - Ken, G 1. Joe,
Han Solo - run the vacuum and enpty
the trash in french maid uniforns.

Back to scene,

Daniell e's PHONE RI NGS. She | ooks.

10
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DANI ELLE
I"mso sorry, | have to take this.
(i nto phone)
Hel 1 o... Uh-huh. ..

KENAN
(re: pic on phone)
I's Papa Snurf nursing a baby?

DANI ELLE

(covers phone, sotto)
I love that you saw that. Some nen
don't.

(al arnmed, into phone)
OGh. Ckay. Be right there.

(hangs up, to Kenan)
That was the momfromny kid's
pl aydate. Apparently, Mles did
sonet hing weird and they want me to
pi ck hi mup.

KENAN
Oh, that's okay. Can | drive you?

DANI ELLE
What? No. That's too nice.

Kenan t hrows noney on the table and they head out on:
KENAN
Hey, | was raised by a single nom

| know how hard it is because she
constantly rem nds ne.

EXT. CAFE - SECONDS LATER 11

Kenan and Danielle, in his car, pull out of their space.
Near by, Sherri puts on huge sungl asses and tails them

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWD

INT. GOOSKI'S BAR - LATER

Paul nurses a beer and gorges on bread. Eleanor and Samy,
enter, spot himand cross as he finishes the |ast piece,
then taps on the enpty basket as a WAI TRESS passes.

PAUL
Anot her round. |'mstarting to feel
even agai n.

SAMWY
Where's our Dad?

PAUL
"Il tell you where he is -- in the
doghouse.

ELEANOR

Paul , we don't have tine for your
one-sided love affair. Where is he?

PAUL
(re: Eleanor)
W both know he's not the nenber of
your famly I'm sweet on.

He flirtily fixes his hair -- it somehow gets worse.

PAUL ( CONT' D)
How s your premature baby of a
husband, by the way? Dead yet?

ELEANOR
I f you must know, the doctor put him
on Pedia-Sure and olive oil and he's
put on four pounds!

SAMW
(to Paul)
Enough stalling, you jow -y jagoff.
(hol ds up passport)
W know he didn't go to the Bahanas,
and we know he can't take a whiz
wi t hout peeling you off his jock.

ELEANOR
Cl assy.

PAUL
It's true. We're tighter than
Beyonce' s underpants --

12
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ELEANOR
@Quys, there's a church next door.
(then)
Paul, we're worried about Dad, we
all know he's navigating an enoti onal
m nefield right now --

PAUL
' Cause he punched his boss and | ost
his job?

ELEANOR / SAMWY
What?! / He lost his job?

ELEANOR
Now you have to tell us where he is!

PAUL
As marginalized as | feel by him
ri ght now, nothing you can say wl|
make ne betray his confidence.

SAMWY
(beat, then to El eanor)
Just let himtouch sonething so we
can get out of here.

13 EXT. MLES PILAYDATE HOUSE - DAY 13

A suburban Pittsburgh street - older brick houses. As Kenan
and Danielle exit Kenan's car...

KENAN
It's so cool you had a kid on your
own. Muist be so rewarding

DANI ELLE
Yeah, sonetines.

Dani el l e | ooks up to see NAVYA (30s, Indian suburban nom
sitting on the porch with MLES (7, Danielle's son, blonde).
Mles wears a Bl ack Panther costune, mask pushed up on his
head. Nearby, AARAV (7, Indian boy) searches for sonething.

DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)
Hey Navya. Hey, Mles. This is ny
friend, Kenan.

KENAN
Nice to neet you
(to MIles)
Bl ack Pant her, huh? Cool costune.
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NAVYA
It is. M son Aarav has one, too.
And he'd love to put it on but Mles
hid it somewhere.

M LES
There's only one Bl ack Panther.

NAVYA
W offered hima Superman costune
but MIles refused because you told
him "white people are over."

Kenan shoots Danielle a bermused | ook.

DANI ELLE
("laughi ng", awkward)
Wl |, come on, you guys get it.

Enough al ready, right?

Kenan has spotted sonething off-screen -- the top of Sherri's
fabul ous 70's Donna Summer hair bouncing behind a wall.

DANI ELLE ( CONT' D)
Look, it's all so confusing now |
nmean, what's the |ine between cultural
appropriation and good ol' admration?

NAVYA
Here's how |'d break it down: | et
the white kid dress up |ike every
ot her superhero ever. Let the brown
ki d be Bl ack Pant her.

DANI ELLE
Wll, technically, he isn't Brown
Panth -- this seens |ike a bad road.
(to Kenan)

Maybe you'd Ii ke to weigh in?

KENAN
Can you give ne a second?

Kenan crosses toward the Donna Summer hair. ANGLE ON. Sherri,
behind the wall, crouched and creeping closer to |isten.

EXT. POND - DAY 14

Bud, bandaged head, in his sheepskin coat, sits in a rowboat
with a cool er and boonmbox. W hear Chuck Norris reading "To
Build a Fire" by Jack London.
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CHUCK NORRI'S (V. Q)
Day had dawned cold and gray when a
man turned aside fromthe mai n Yukon
trail ..

Bud cracks a beer, breathes in the fresh air, picks up his
fishing rod, winds up for a glorious cast. The hook catches
his ear, rips it and draws blood. He YELPS, then frantically
tries to unhook it fromhis ear. He |oses his balance, tips
the boat and falls in the water. Chuck Norris goes quiet.
Bud bobs up, struggles to grab the boat for safety.

BUD
Thi s sheepskin is |ike an anchor.

He pulls at the zipper. |It's stuck.
BUD ( CONT' D)
My God, |'m gonna be the second guy
to die in this thing.

His fishing rod, which floats in the water, suddenly tugs
and shoots away on the surface of the water.

EXT. SUBURBAN STREET NEAR M LES' PLAYDATE HOUSE - DAY

Sherri is peeking over the wall, but doesn't see Kenan.
KENAN
This is the wig you choose to tai
me in?

She turns, surprised, then tries to play casual.

SHERR

Gonmez didn't have tine take it off
after nmy show last night. It went
well, by the way, did a disco set.
Lotta Marri ot Rewards menbers
desecrating the Hustle. Flattering,
but hard not to judge.

(then, accusatory)
You said you weren't in Pittsburgh.

KENAN
You said you were running errands.

SHERR
I am First | stop you from making
a huge m stake, then I pick up a new
yoga mat. At ny age this...
(fl exi bl e dance pose)
...doesn't just happen.

14
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16

17

CONTI NUED: 15

KENAN
(checking for Danielle)
Pl ease stop drawing attention to
yoursel f for once.
(then)
Let me handle this ny way.

SHERR
Have you thought about how this little
adventure of yours will affect ne?

KENAN
How about we put ny needs first this
time? And please don't bring up --

SHERRI KENAN
| gave up a sumer -- that whol e Shal amar
tour with Shal amar Jody Whatl ey thing and ny
when Jody Whatl ey |eft pani c attacks and | was
because you were having never afraid of the w nd!

pani c attacks and becane
afraid of the wi nd!

KENAN ( CONT' D)
I"mdoing this! Stop being so
dramati c and sel fish

SHERR
| don't know where you | earned to
hurt people with your words, but
it's ugly and no one will |ove you.

KENAN
Mom get on board, or go hone.

Hurt, Sherri turns and wal ks toward her car.

EXT. MLES PLAYDATE HOUSE - SAME 16
Danielle is with Mles (still in costume) near Kenan's car.
She | ooks around for himas her PHONE BUZZES.
| NTERCUT W TH:
INT. BUD S Pl CKUP TRUCK - SAME 17

Sanmy drives, Eleanor rides shotgun, Danielle is on SPEAKER

DANI ELLE
Hey, what's up?
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SAMW
Dad didn't go to the Bahanas. He
lost his job and he's holed up in
sone cabin in the woods with a gun!

DANI ELLE
What ?

ELEANOR
Dad lied, there's no old girlfriend,
Paul told us everything. | think we

shoul d get over there.

DANI ELLE
Paul knew where he was?

SAMMY
Yeah, he broke down and told us when
El eanor showed hi m her ni pple.

ELEANOR
I was going for cleavage and overshot!

18 INT. BUD S A- FRAME - SAME 18

Bud drags hinself in, bleeding fromhis ear, soaking wet.
He tries his stuck coat zipper again, to no avail. He
contorts, tries to pull the coat over his head. POP. He
yel ps as his shoul der dislocates. He walks to the wall,
noani ng, and smashes his shoul der back into place.

19 EXT. BUD S A- FRAME - MOMENTS LATER 19

Dani el l e, Kenan and M| es (costunmed, mask on) get out of
Kenan's car to nmeet Sanmmy and El eanor who stand by the pickup.

SAMW
Took you | ong enough.
(re: Kenan)
Who's this? A cop?

DANI ELLE
This is Kenan, ny coffee date.

KENAN
Hel | o, everyone.

DANI ELLE
He was nice enough to drive ne and
M1 es here.
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CONTI NUED: 19
SAMWY
(sotto, to El eanor)
Cr eepy.
ELEANOR

Alright, let's get in there, now
t hat everybody's here.

DR. CASSANDRA ( ON PHONE)

FYl, I'Il have to hop off at three
for another patient. This is a
beautiful lot, by the way. | can

al nost snell those old maples.
As they head towards the house:

KENAN
I"mnot a cop by the way, med student.
Maybe becom ng a cook. You don't
care, what with your dad having a
br eakdown and- -
(getting queasy)
Oof, is that bl ood on the porch?

Al arnmed, they all rush into the cabin.

INT. BUD S CABIN - CONTI NUOUS 20

They enter to see a main room decorated as a shrine to Bud's
yout h: sports nenorabilia, rock/novie posters (Bon Jovi,
Ranmbo, etc.), all fromthe '80s. Bud stands with a knife
ainmed at his chest. They ALL REACT.

SAMW
Daddy, no!

She pulls a ping-pong paddle fromher cargo shorts and throws
it at himlike a tomahawk. It bonks himin the head.

BUD
ow

He drops the knife, Samry rushes and grabs it.

SAMW
You were going to off yoursel f? |
just got us Bob Seger tickets!

BUD
I"mjust trying to cut nyself out of
t his damm j acket.

Bud grabs the knife back and cuts open his coat throughout:
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BUD ( CONT' D)
What the hell are you doi ng here?!
(re: Kenan)
And why'd you bring a cop?

M LES
He's not a cop, he's a ned student
or a cook.

KENAN
H, |I'mKenan, nice to --

DANI ELLE
Not right now. Dad, what the hell?
Wiy'd you lie to us? Wiat is this

pl ace?
BUD

It's my cabin. | built it.
SAMW

So, this is what you' ve been doing
when you said you were at work?
That's right, Paul told us you got
fired for punching your Polish boss.

ELEANOR
Must you nane everyone's ethnicity?!

KENAN
| should go wait by the car.

Kenan crosses to the door, but struggles to get it open.

ELEANOR
Dad, what happened?

BUD
Don't worry, it's just a | eave of
absence. | guess, when your nom
left, I had sone anger, but it's

better now.
A BIRD flies into the window falls to its death.

BUD ( CONT' D)
("to birds")
It's a window, you filthy idiots!
(then, to girls)
How can they not see that?? | hate
t hem

20
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DR. CASSANDRA ( ON PHONE)
Intriguing. Anger, isolation --
(re: posters)
-- surrounding hinmself with sexually
anmbi guous i magery from his youth.
There's an article in this.

BUD
She's here?! Gve ne that.

Bud grabs the phone and hangs up.

KENAN
(re: doorknob)
I"mhaving trouble with the --

BUD
It's crooked, okay?! You try building
a cabin by yourself!

DANI ELLE
Wiy didn't you just tell us you wanted
to conme here?

BUD
"Cause of this! You're all over ne,
telling me what to feel, what to
think! And | knew you'd never |eave
nme alone if | didn't say I was a
t housand mles away. |'msorry, but
what | need right nowis less fam|y!

Sherri bursts in dramatically, knocking Kenan (who's been
hol di ng the door handle) on his ass.

SHERR
Vel |, tough!
(re: Kenan)
He's your son and you can't shut him
out!

KENAN
Noooo!

The whol e roomreacts, conpletely SHOCKED

SHERR
Wait, were you not talking about
this? | heard himsay the thing
about less famly, | assuned --

20
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(3)

KENAN
What are you doi ng here? | thought
you were | eaving.

SHERR

W both know that wasn't happening.
SAMWY

(to Kenan)

Hey, who's the hot | ady?!
BUD

Holy cow. Sherri Luuv?
SHERR

A d stage name. So cheesy, "l ove"

with two u's. Now |'m Sherri Fox,
doubl e x's.

(then)
Hel | o, Bud.

DANI ELLE
Kenan! Did she say son?

KENAN
Yeah, um | was gonna get to that.

ELEANOR
Can you do it now?

KENAN
(getting nervous)

Oh God, okay, um on a whim | did a
"23 and Me". They told ne | was a
fifty percent match with a Danielle
Bennett. | went to nom said "Is it
possi bl e the man | thought was ny
dad is not nmy dad?" She threw a
drink in nmy face, shouted, "how dare
you!" then said "I guess so, yeah."

SHERR
It was the 90s, free love. Don't
j udge ne.

KENAN
| showed Mom Danielle's |nstagram
she recogni zed Bud froma picture..

DANI ELLE
| thought we were on a date!

25.
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Sherri

SHERR
A date? He's gay.

KENAN
Hadn't gotten to that, either.
it getting suffocate-y in here?

DANI ELLE
Are you kidding nme?! | was try
to sleep with anot her gay guy?!

ELEANOR
He coul d al so be your brother,
nore the headline.

BUD
Good god, ny life is a soap ope
DANI ELLE
(to Kenan)

Wiy didn't you just tell nme?
KENAN

10-30-18 26.

S

i ng

that's

ra.

I kind of wanted to get to know you

all before springing the news.

SAMWY
You were testing us?!

SHERR
He had every right to hedge his
Wth all due respect, you peop
seem nut s.

noti ces Kenan, hands on his knees,

KENAN
| feel like I'mdying.
(to Bud, panicking)
That remi nds nme, do we have any

hereditary illnesses? Do you g

i ke this?
ELEANOR

Dad, when did this happen?
DANI ELLE

Yeah, did you cheat on Mnf
SHERR

| could pipe in for a sec..

( MORE)

bet s.
e

hyper-ventil ati ng.

et

was

20
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SHERRI ( CONT' D)
(re: Bud's Belly)
-- always a part of the equation?
That has not historically been ny
t hi ng.

SAMWY
(to Bud)
He's not going to get to go to
football games with you. Wait, he's
gay, he's not going to want to go.

KENAN
(fighting nausea)
Huge Steeler fan.

SAMW
I"mthe boy around here!

ELEANOR
Everybody stop! Let Dad tal k!

They all turn to Bud, waiting for something. A beat, then
Bud wal ks to the door, grabs his gun froma gun rack, which
pronmptly crashes to the floor. He walks out, slans the door.
The doorknob falls to the floor, rolls past everyone, picking
up steam A BIRDflies into the window, falls to its death.

END OF ACT TWO

20
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22

ACT THREE

INT. BUD' S CABIN - MOVENTS |ATER

Everyone but Bud, as they were. Danielle turns to Kenan.

DANI ELLE
Wiy didn't you just tell nme?

KENAN
I"'msorry, this was not the plan. |
t hought we'd becone friends, you'd
invite me to a holiday dinner, 1'd
offer to cook for you all, you'd
| ove it, soneone woul d point out
there's sone nmystery ingredient that's
making it all delicious. 1'd point
out the nmystery ingredient is mne,
your brother-slash-son, the gl ue
that this famly needs. Big hug.

SAMWY
I nean...

Sanmy gestures to Kenan, then flips her hand, naking the
[inp-wist gesture.

ELEANOR
(to Kenan)
I"d like to i ssue an ongoi ng apol ogy
for Sammy. Draw fromit as needed.
(then)
| should go after Dad, right?

DANI ELLE
Actually, it seens Ms. Fox--
(enphasi zi ng second Xx)
--Ksss, is already gone.

EXT. WOODS - LATER

Bud ains a shotgun into the woods. Sherri runs up in heels.

SHERR
Hey!

BUD
You foll owed ne out here?!

SHERR
I"mas surprised as you are.
( MORE)

21
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SHERRI ( CONT' D)
The last tinme a black woman ran
t hrough these woods she was trying
to keep up with Harriet Tubman.
(then)
How dare you wal k out |ike that!

BUD
Go away. | need a mnute to think,
shoot sonet hi ng.

SHERR
This is not sexy, by the way. Waving
your gun around. A real man faces
his responsibility.

BUD
Responsi bility?! | found out five
m nutes ago! Wiy didn't you ever
tell me?

SHERR
| didn't know It was one night,
you were on the outs with your wife,
I was on the outs with another white

guy | actually loved. It could have

been him there was no reason to

guestion anything. | mean, | barely

remenbered what you | ooked |ike.
(then)

Al t hough the hair | ooks famliar.
You really locked in there, huh?

BUD
(re: Sherri's hair)
You're going to criticize ne about
hair? Actually, that's sexy as
hell... is that real?

SHERR

Never ask a black woman if her hair
is real!

(then, sincere)
Look, | didn't want Kenan to find
you. | guess | was afraid of |osing
him But |'mbeing selfish, so if
he wants this, he should have it.
Pl ease, go back and talk to our son

BUD
Shhhh!

29.
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SHERR
Don't "shhh" me when |' m being
vul nerabl e, you repressed forest
bunpki n.

BUD
(urgent whi sper)
There's a deer!

Bud takes ai m

SHERR
(singing, to deer)
Run awayyyyy!!!!

The deer runs off through the forest. Bud glares at her:

SHERRI ( CONT' D)
The great Patti Labelle once told ne
to sing rather than yell to protect
ny instrument. And don't you dare
ask me if her hair was real

EXT. BUD S A- FRAME - LATER 23

Danielle sits with Kenan as Mles wal ks up, in full costune.

DANI ELLE
Honey, you think maybe it's time to
take that costune off?

She lifts the mask off his face.

M LES
| don't want to. Everyone cool is a
person of color. M friend Eduardo
frommath, Jay-Z, God.

DANI ELLE
(of f Kenan's | ook)
Yes, |I'maware | bear some of the
responsibility for this.

M LES
(to Kenan)
Are you mad at ne, too?

KENAN
Nah. Everyone wants to | ook different
at sone point. But you know what |
bel i eve? Some day people will see
you for who you are, and | ook past
t he col or of your skin.
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It's a sweet nonment, Danielle is clearly noved.

M LES
Easy for you to say, you're black.

EXT. BUD S CABIN - PORCH - SAVE

El eanor and Sammry use pl anks of wood (fromthe cabin build)
to sweep dead birds off the porch. There are many.

SAMW
This is so nasty.

ELEANOR
| can't help but notice all these
suicidal birds are nales - the robins,
the cardinals, all brighter plumage.
It's like Dad, they' ve all chosen
this sane spot to just give up.

Daniell e enters.

DANI ELLE
You shoul d see Kenan with M| es.
It's so sexy to watch a man be so
present and nurturing with your Kkid.
Uch, why does he have to be gay?

ELEANOR
And your brother.

We hear a GUNSHOT. They all react, startled.

ELEANOR ( CONT' D)
It's perfect -- instead of facing a
conpl ex enotional situation head on
Dad's off in the woods playing with
a gun, which is basically an extension
of his wiener.

SAMWY
St op saying wiener! Are you eight?
Say joint, or |og.

DANI ELLE
| really feel for Dad.
ELEANOR
Vell, let's figure out a way to help

him That's what we do.

23
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SAMW
Hey, nobody's nore worried about him
than me, but the guy lied and hid in
the woods to get away fromus. Maybe
for once we back of f and trust him

This | ands with El eanor and Dani el l e.

ELEANOR
Huh. | guess one of those pockets
was holding a little w sdom

DANI ELLE
You're right. He's a grown man, he
can take care of hinself.
We hear Bud MOANI NG and GROANI NG i n pai n.

SHERRI (O S.)
Your father shot hinself in the foot.

They see Sherri hel ping Bud (bl eeding foot, in pain) linp
onto the porch. They REACT and follow theminto the house.

25 INT. BUD' S CABIN - MOVENTS |ATER

Kenan and Mles are there as Sherri, the girls and Bud enter.

SHERR
Kenan, take him That belly is as
heavy as it | ooks.

BUD
Get me to the bathroom | don't want
to bleed on ny new fl oors.

Kenan supports Bud as the girls AD-LIB: "Are you okay?"
"What the hell?", "How did this happen?" Bud's in pain.

BUD ( CONT' D)
It's just a flesh wound! She was
singing the deer away and | got
di stracted! Wen she takes a deep
breath --
(re: bosom
-- those things get huge.

DANI ELLE
Dad, you can't say stuff |ike that!

SHERR
Yes, he can. The sky nust be so
gray in your world.

24
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26 INT. BUD S CABIN - BATHROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Kenan hel ps Bud to the tub's edge. The | adies crowd in.

KENAN
Yi kes, that's a |Iot of blood. Oozing
is where | run into trouble.
(noticing)
Ch nmy god.

BUD
What? Is it bad?

KENAN
We have the sane cal ves.

Kenan pulls up his pant leg to show
ELEANOR

Shoul dn't we be I ooking for sonething
to wap that with?

BUD SAMW
| have an ace bandage (re: shorts pocket)
in ny second |left side Got an ace bandage ri ght
pocket . her e.
DANI ELLE
I think we should call an ambul ance.
BUD
| don't need an anbul ance!
SAMWY
You don't know what you need! [|'m

in charge now

KENAN
Everybody back it down! Unless you're
averaging a CGmnus in nmedical school,
get out! | will handle this!

The girls are taken aback as Bud | ooks to Kenan, i npressed.

SAMW
I amnot going to be talked to |ike
t hat by sone brother.
(of f their |ooks)
| meant brother as in famly, not --

SHERR
Don't finish that. Let's go.
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As Sherri

urges the | adies out.

SAMWY
(to Sherri)
Just so's you know, |I'mnot | ooking
for a new Momy.

SHERR
Geat. |I'mnot looking for a new...
| want to say, daughter?

They cl ose the bat hroom door behind him

KENAN
Let's get your shoe off. This
shoul dn't hurt.

He takes the shoe off, Bud SCREAMS.

KENAN ( CONT' D)
| don't know why | said that, | knew
it would hurt. | just didn't want
t o di sappoi nt you al ready.

Kenan begi ns wappi ng Bud's foot.

BUD
Di sappoint ne? | can't be the father
you were picturing. The second I
hear, | run out? |'msorry.

KENAN
It's okay. You want less famly
right now | get it -- you' ve net

ny nother. We'Ill|l take a beat, if
you're ever ready to --

BUD
No no, that's just a thing | said.
I"'ma little off right now  Your
whole life, you think the world is
one thing, then you wake up one day
and the wonman you thought you'd grow
old with says, "I can't stand the
way you breathe,"” and drives off
with some white collar crimnal

( MORE)
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BUD ( CONT' D)
(building intensity)

So | got all that noise, plus the noise
of the world -- ny phone never stops
beepi ng bad news at me, | click on a
picture of the hot girl from"Too C ose
for Confort" to see if | really am
shocked at how she | ooks now and
suddenly I'mgetting a mllion ads for

| owt estosterone, which is like, "fuck
of f, conputer, you don't know ne."

Pl us, apparently ny whol e personality,

whi ch peopl e used to | ove, now just

pi sses everybody off! It's like I
don't know who | am anynore, you know?

KENAN

Yeah. | met ny real father a half
hour ago and | lived in the closet

for twenty years. Also, | built ny

life around becom ng a doctor and |

j ust bandaged a bottle of hand

sanitizer to your foot.

W see a |unpy, nmessy, wap job on Bud's ankle.

BUD

You think maybe |I'm having the

breakdown the girls say | anf

KENAN

Possi bly. But sonetines... when

your life is in pieces, what you

need is to try a new...

(re: self, hopeful)

d ue?

SHERR (0O S.)

Don't need it so bad, honey! WMake
himwork for it!

BUD
(to Kenan, whispering)

They heard everyt hing?

ELEANOR (O S.)

Every word. These walls are paper

thin and the doors don't cl ose.

INT. BUD S CABIN - LIVING ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Bud enters,

| eani ng on Kenan and faces his daughters.

35.
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DANI ELLE
Before you try to down-play all that
we're glad we heard it. It's real
BUD

I"mthe Dad, |'m supposed to be okay.

ELEANOR
That's crazy. You're going through
a lot right now.

SAMWY
Yeah, Dad, your life is rough.

SHERR
Try being a single black woman putting
her dreans on hold to raise a son --

Sherri has stopped tal ki ng because Kenan has hugged her from
behi nd, one hand over her nout h.

KENAN
O her peopl e can have nonents too.

ELEANOR
Dad, we just want you to be happy.
W'll try to back off a little.

BUD
(smles, then)
Al right, | need a drink. No nore
touchy, feely, gay talk.

Kenan and Bud neet eyes. Looong pause. Then:

Paul enters, enotional, draw ng everyone's attention.

KENAN
Seens like a bad tinme to tell you to
pick a different word.

BUD
Sorry. The whole gay thing is kinda
new to ne.

PAUL
Bud, I'msorry | betrayed you but I
was hurt. | should know when you're

pushing ne away it's 'cause you don't
know how to ask ne to cone cl oser

27
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BUD

It's fine, Paul. The girls know

everyt hing, we're good.
PAUL

They' re cool with you noving in here?

G RLS AD-LIB: "Mwving in?l"™ "Wat?", "No, you're not!"

BUD

W'l talk about that |ater.

(then)

First things first. Paul, this has
been an incredible day, and there's
soneone |1'd like you to neet. This

is ny son...
Bud proudly puts his hand on Kenan's shoul der. Everyone
| ooks on. It's a really nice nonent.
BUD ( CONT' D)
Kar eem
KENAN
Kenan.
BUD
Damm it.

END OF SHOW
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