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ACT ONE

EXT. STREET - DAY (DAY 1)

An upper-m ddl e-cl ass nei ghborhood in M nneapolis, M nnesota.
Swi ngs hangi ng from oak trees, dogs sl eeping on porches,
flags. This place | ooks like an ad for The Real Ameri ca.

MAN'S VO CE (O S.)
I"ve al ways wondered, how are those
col d- pressed j ui ces?

CAMVERA FINDS t he source of this voice, ABEL (25, black).

His face is pressed against a police car w ndow, causing him
to stare at a Caribou Coffee brand cold pressed juice bottle
in the passenger seat. A VWHITE COP frisks him

ABEL
I"ve heard cold pressing keeps nore
of the nutrients. But does that
mean hot-pressing is bad? Because |
really love a hot-pressed sandw ch.

The White Cop sl aps handcuffs on Abel.

ABEL (CONT' D)
Cone on. There's no way you found
anyt hing on ne.

VWH TE COP
|'ve never seen anyone |ike you around
here before.

ABEL
| just noved to the nei ghborhood.
Great school district by the way, if
you' re | ooki ng.

The Cop opens the back door of the squad car.

ABEL (CONT' D)
I"'mtelling you, man -- in a mnute,
ny girlfriend is going to cone out
of that house and she's going to

raise hell. [It'll be better for you
if you just let this go.
VWH TE COP

Are you threatening ne?!

Across the street, a NEIGHBOR peers out her front w ndow.
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1 CONTI NUED:
ABEL
No, no, no, no. And please don't
yell. 1 don't want this to be ny

first inpression to the new nei ghbors.
You' re seriously hurting nmy chances
of getting zucchini bread.

Bef ore Abel can finish, JENNY (25, white, a md-western
firecracker) BURSTS out of a nearby house.

JENNY
Abel , what's goi ng on?!

ABEL
(to Cop)
Ch boy. You're screwed now.

The Cop tries to |l ower Abel into the back of the car.

JENNY
What the hell do you think you're
doing to ny fianceé?!

ABEL
(to Cop)
That word still sounds weird to ne.

Jenny pulls out her phone and records video of herself.

JENNY
Saturday. A quiet afternoon. M
fiancé was getting shoppi ng bags
fromthe car...

ABEL
(to Cop)
This is your chance. Run. She's
fast when she's angry so I'Il throw
nyself in her path to buy you extra

time.
Jenny turns the Canera on the Wite Cop.

JENNY
Luckily O ficer--
(zoom ng i n on badge)
--Anderson was able to get to the
scene qui ckly.

VWH TE COP
| noticed suspicious behavior.
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CONTI NUED:  (2)

JENNY
" Suspi ci ous?" You nean |ike how
Barack Cbanma was the first
"suspi ci ous" president or how February
is "suspicious" history nmonth?

The Cop tries to hide his face fromJenny's canmera.

JENNY ( CONT' D)
And who is it that O ficer Anderson
captured...?

Jenny turns her phone towards a still cuffed Abel. He gives
the camera a big smle. Jenny GASPS with feigned surprise.

JENNY ( CONT' D)
It's the notorious "M nneapolis
Jackal " -- serial Netflix password-
sharer.

The Cop hurriedly uncuffs Abel and clinbs into his car.

VWH TE COP
Next time, have your |ID on you, okay?
ABEL
(genui ne)

Thank you for your service.

JENNY
Good | uck hol ding your [BLEEP] in
your hands for the rest of the day!

The Cop drives off. Jenny LAUGHS. Abel |ooks up to see his
new nei ghbor peering through her w ndow agai n.

MAIN TI TLES

[ NT. SWANSON' S HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

NI CK (50s, a flannel and Carharts guy) unboxes a gadget.
Near by, LISA (50s, a fleece and Birkenstocks hippie) reads
aloud froma recipe, adding itens to a bl ender as she goes:

LI SA
... hal f-cup coconut yogurt... one
t easpoon turneric... six activated
cashews... two namastes of al nond

ml k- -

(pouring al nond m | k)
--namast e, nanaste- -

(stops pouring)
--And a pinch of bee pollen.
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2 CONTI NUED:
She pul ses the bl ender then pours her snoot hie.

NI CK

(re: gadget)
Honey, meet Hank. The first smart
speaker designed by a M nnesot an
Conpany -- Anywhoo Technol ogi es --
with a Mnnesotan household in m nd
Watch this.

(to Speaker)
Hank, what's the weat her today?

HANK (O S.)
(on speaker)
The weat her today is perfect for
fishing.

Ni ck chuckl es, amazed. Lisa, nervous about sonething, downs
her snoothie |ike a shot, steels herself, then:

LI SA
I"mgetting a neck job today.
NI CK
What? But | |ike your neck.
LI SA
And 1'd like to keep it that way.

(then)
Qovi ously, a--

Not wanting to say the phrase again, she makes a "scissors”
sign near her neck.

LI SA (CONT' D)
--lsn't exactly on brand for ne. As
you know, | don't care about external
appear ances, only what's inside.

NI CK
This feels |like how you' re anti -
sweat shop but still buy those soft
paj amas fromthat conpany that uses
child | abor.

LI SA
Hey, that video on the news wasn't
clear! Those workers could have
been very short and sad adul ts!
(then)
But just like that, we have to keep
this a secret fromfamly and friends.
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2 CONTI NUED:  (2)

NI CK
Ugh. You know | hate lying. | don't
even like using a birdcall when I'm
duck hunti ng.

LI SA
| already took care of it. | told
Jenny I'mgoing to a spa and anci ent
grai ns synposi umin Chicago.

She peers out a nearby w ndow.

LI SA (CONT' D)
| love that she and Abel have noved
down the street, but that's going to
make this week harder

NI CK

| have to keep this up for a week?
LI SA

That's how long I'Il have to rest in

bed to allow ny stitches to heal.
Can you even renenber the |ast tinme
you had that much tine to yourself?

A huge, alnost beatific smle breaks across Nick's face.

3 | NT. SWANSON S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - MONTHS AGO (FLASHBACK)

Ni ck opens a beer, and navigates his DVRto a program sinply
titled "Fireplace." 1t's just footage of a roaring fire.

NARRATOR (O S.)
Next up, redwood.

4 | NT. SWANSON S HOUSE - BACK TO PRESENT
NI CK
This is going to be anmazing.
(t hen)

Hank, what's the | ongest Ken Burns
docunent ary?

HANK (O S.)
Ken Burns' "The Vietnam War" is
ei ghteen hours |ong. However, you
may al so be interested in "The
Nati onal Parks," which is shorter
but w dely considered nore boring.
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4 CONTI NUED
NI CK

(beam ng)
Let's do both.

5 INT. BEKELE' S HOUSE - KITCHEN - MORNI NG

A house marked by a m x of immgrant pride (e.g.: colorful
nmesob baskets) and i mm grant cheapness (e.g.: renote controls
still have plastic wap on themso they "last" |onger.)

G 3 (50s, a Jewish nother in an Ethiopian woman's body)
puts out breakfast. AISHA (16) enters.

G gi watches as Aisha, HER TEENAGE EYES NEVER GLANCI NG AVWAY
FROM HER PHONE, navi gates her way through the kitchen then
grabs a plate out of a cabinet and a fork out of the drawer.

STI LL STARI NG AT HER SCREEN, Aisha heads to the dining table.
G gi nudges a counter stool into Aisha's path. Aisha runs
intoit then, Iike a human Roonba, "bunps" her way around.

Ai sha, sonehow, gets to the dining table, sits down in a
chair and spoons breakfast onto her plate. She eats the
first bite, which jolts her into reality.

Al SHA

(re: breakfast,

di sappoi nt ed)
Injiera fir-fir?

ad
Maybe it'Il be better if you Instagram
it.
Al SHA
| can't Instathis. Qur food is
wei rd.
ad

It is not. MIllions of people eat
it every day and love it.

Al SHA
Ugh. And now I'll have to change
because our kitchen's weird snell
got into ny cl ot hes.

ad
Stop saying we're weird, A shal
Sonetinmes | think you actually believe
t he stereotypes about Ethiopians.
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5 CONTI NUED

The back door sw ngs open, revealing ZOHAR (50s, al ways
ent husi astic), carrying a LI VE GOAT.

Ad G (CONT' D)
Seri ously, Zohar?!

ZOHAR

Anybody in nmy position would have
done the sane thing.

6 EXT. ROADSI DE PETTI NG ZOO - EARLI ER THAT MORNI NG ( FLASHBACK)

Zohar jogs. He pulls up, noticing a petting zoo |iquidation
sale. He spots the goat next to a PONYTAI LED MALE WORKER.

ZOHAR
(in Amharic, subtitled)
The neat is going to be so tender
after alifetime of getting nmassaged
by tiny hands!

7 | NT. BEKELE' S HOUSE - BACK TO PRESENT

Zohar pours cereal into a bow on the floor. The goat sniffs
it and responds by SCREAM NG LI KE A HUMAN (this is real):

GOAT
AHHHHHH!

ZOHAR
Hmm Do we have anything with nore
whol e grai ns?

ad
It sounds |ike a person!
ZOHAR
It sounds delicious. As soon as |
Saw- -
(re: Goat)
--Sanmuel | knew we had to do a

traditional goat roast this weekend
to cel ebrate the Ethiopian New Year.

Zohar crosses to the pantry and, throughout the follow ng,
offers various foods to the Goat.

Al SHA
What ? We' ve never done that before.
(realizing)
Ch ny Cod.
( MORE)
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7 CONTI NUED

Al SHA ( CONT' D)
I's this because you're annoyed at
Abel for noving down the street from
Jenny's parents?

ZOHAR
Wiy woul d | be annoyed? Just because,
in Ethiopian culture, the bride noves
into the groom s house with the
grooni s parents?

ad
O because it feels like this is
Abel"s way of telling the world that
Jenny is the nore inportant worman in
his life now?

ZOHAR
O because his actions feel |ike a
slight towards Ethiopia herself, the
| and where scientists believe humans
ori gi nated, where coffee was
di scovered, where over seventy percent
of Africa's nountains can be found?!

ad ZOHAR
No, |'m not upset. That doesn't bot her ne.
Al SHA
Vel 1, 1I'm convinced.
ZOHAR
Look, | understand that things are

different in Anerica. Mre nodern
better in many ways.

ad
This country saved our famly when
nobody el se woul d take us.

ZOHAR
| just wish our children appreciated
our culture nore. Aisha and Abel
t hink meat cones froma grocery store
and that Ethiopian traditions are a
di straction fromwatching the Rea
Housew ves or eating poke bow s at
the mall.

G gi looks at Aisha, who has already resuned staring at her
phone. She watches a VIDEO CLIP OF TWO REAL HOUSEW VES
FI GHTI NG BY THROW NG POKE BOALS AT EACH OTHER
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7 CONTI NUED:  (2)

REAL HOUSEWFE (O S.)
( ON PHONE)
I"mnot a disgrace, you're a disgrace!

ad

I"'min. Let's show them how speci al
our culture is.

(pul l'i ng cabbage out

of goat's nouth)
But, unlike you, | don't come from
farmpeople. So this filthy ani nal
can't live in our house.

8 EXT. HOUSE - LATER

Zohar hol ds the goat and knocks on a door, flanked by Aisha
and Ggi. N ck answers.

DOMN THE STREET we see Abel and Jenny get into their car
JENNY
Wiy is your Dad bringing a goat to
ny parents' place?

ABEL
Pretty sure we don't want to know.

9 INT. |KEA - LATER

Abel and Jenny wal k through the room setups. Jenny watches
t he vi deo she recorded on her phone earlier.

JENNY
Sweetie, we have to upload this to
Facebook. It'lIl go viral. People
will take to the streets!
ABEL
That sounds bad for traffic. Plus--
(re video)

--are iy arns really that skinny?
Let's wait for a video where |I'm
flexing during the wongful arrest.

JENNY
Injustice is always going to be ugly.

ABEL
| guess you're passing on that
opportunity to say ny arns | ook good.
( MORE)
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9

10

11

CONTI NUED

ABEL (CONT' D)
(then)
| don't want to be the spokesperson
for a canpaign, okay? | don't want
to make waves. | just want to finish
setting up our house so we never
have to go furniture shoppi ng again.

JENNY
Wll, if I can't post the video, can
| at least send it to Benny?

ABEL
Who' s Benny?

JENNY

Benny. CQur friend from BLM

(of f his | o0k)
Bl ack Lives Matter? Remenber -- we
nmet at one of the rallies Benny
organi zed two years ago?

Of Abel's guilty face..

EXT. SAINT PAUL STREET - TWO YEARS AGO ((FLASHBACK)

A Black Lives Matter Rally. PROTESTERS CHANT, Jenny anong
them Abel exits a takeout restaurant, surprised to find

hinself in a crowmd. He tries to talk to a passing protester:

ABEL
What's this about? Whal es or
sonet hi ng?

Abel spots Jenny. She spots him Sparks. Then:
ABEL (CONT' D)
(chanting, trying to
fit in)
['MMAD TOO |'M MAD TOO

INT. | KEA - BACK TO PRESENT

ABEL
Don't be upset. Us first |ocking
eyes outside Flander's Meatballs is
still a pretty romantic story.

JENNY
It's just that nmeeting at a protest

was a sexy nenory for mne.
( MORE)

10

11
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11

12

13

CONTI NUED

JENNY ( CONT' D)
I liked being with a man who fights
for what he believes in.

ABEL
You still are! 1'ma fighter.
Qccasionally... If all diplomatic
opti ons are exhausted. ..

Jenny just stares at him

ABEL (CONT' D)
Look, 1'm never going to be as
confrontational as you, okay? |
woul dn't have sued to force ny high
school to change its Redskins nascot.

EXT. H GH SCHOOL FOOTBALL FIELD - TEN YEARS AGO (FLASHBACK)

11.

Jenny on the sideline of a high school football ganme. She
and a bunch of CHEERLEADERS wear ankl e-1ength bl ack frocks.

JENNY
Go Suffragettes!

INT. | KEA - BACK TO PRESENT

JENNY
What are we doing? Wiy are we arguing
i ke every couple who cones to | kea?

Behi nd them ANOTHER COUPLE shops for furniture.

HUSBAND
| like this couch.

H s WFE grabs a nearby pillow, presses it to her nouth and:

W FE
(scream ng)
| hate you!

ABEL
Oh God. We're acting like clichés.

JENNY
But we're not. W' re a nodern couple
who truly views each other as equal s.

ABEL
| don't want to use the phrase "better

t han ot her couples..."

11

12

13



OUR PECPLE
CONTI NUED

"Pilot" Witer's Draft 1-18-18

JENNY
But "nore evol ved" doesn't seem |like
a stretch.

ABEL
Not at all. W' re probably just
worn down fromthe stress of noving
Let's just finish shopping, go hone
and have a nice night together.

JENNY
Agr eed.
(then, noticing)
Qooh, woul dn't that TV stand be
perfect for our bedroonf?

ABEL
Oh. | thought we'd keep the TV above
the mantle in the living room

JENNY
But | |ove watching TV in bed.

ABEL

But | think the bedroom should be
reserved for sleeping and storing
gar bage bags of clothes you claim
you're going to donate to Goodw ||
one day but never do.

JENNY

(forced cal mand sweet)
I"mnot raising ny voice, because
we're not having a fight. In fact,
| amgetting quieter to underscore
how much of a not-fight this is.
But - -

(whi speri ng)
--Wiy are you trying to ruin ny |ife?!

END OF ACT ONE

12.

13
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14

15

ACT TWD

EXT. SWANSON' S HOUSE - BACK DECK - LATER

Ni ck wat ches, aghast, as Zohar and an unent husi astic Aisha
tie the goat to a tree in the backyard. Lisa approaches
frominside with a suitcase.

NI CK
Where are you goi ng?

LI SA
(i ndi cating neck)
To "Chicago.” M "flight" is at one
but they told ne to arrive early to
"get through security."” That | ast
part isn't code. M surgeon thinks
his ex-wife is trying to kill him

NI CK
You can't |eave nme with--
(re: Zohar)
--Coming to Anerica. This is supposed
to be ny week.

Near by, G gi rearranges a few things on the deck

ad
Lisa, | think if we push these tables
together I'Il have all the room
need for the New Years feast!

LI SA
Fant asti c!
(then, to Nick)
Unfortunately, | agreed to this.

[ NT. EVENT SPACE - MONTHS EARLI ER ( FLASHBACK)

Abel and Jenny's engagenent party. A tipsy Lisa is md-toast.

LI SA
Et hi opi ans! | want to know nore
about your culture! You're
cel ebrating your next big holiday at

our place. It's done.
(then)
Al'so, in mddle school | used to

date Prince. So--
(re Abel and Jenny)
--1 get what's going on here.

14

15
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16 EXT. SWANSON' S HOUSE - BACK DECK - BACK TO PRESENT

LI SA
You know, spending sone tine with
peopl e who aren't exactly like you
isn't such a bad idea. It mght
even open your mnd up a bit.

NI CK
Are you kidding? An open mnd is
how new i deas slip in!

He calls out to Zohar and G gi, who approach

NI CK ( CONT' D)
@Quys, maybe this isn't a good tine
to do an event all together. Lisa
has to go to Chicago for a week.

ad
Then we definitely can't |eave N ck
alone. He'll be so |onely.
NI CK
Ch no. That's not possible. And
wor st case scenario, | have Hank
(denonstrati ng)
Hank, |'m having a heart attack.
HANK (O S.)

(on devi ce)
Cal I'i ng anbul ance.

(then)
In case it doesn't get here in tine,
is there a song you want to die to?

ZOHAR
You bought a robot you can talk to?
ad
(to Zohar, subtitl ed,
i n Amhari c)

| saw an article about these. They
do this in cultures where children

have becone too selfish to care for
their el ders.

LI SA
(sonehow, both genui ne
and patroni zi ng)
Such a beautiful |anguage.
( MORE)
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16

17

18

CONTI NUED: 16

LI SA (CONT' D)
(then)
Anyway, | don't want to m ss ny
flight. Delta 244 -- Mnneapolis to
Chicago. |It's a real flight you can
| ook up so why would anything el se |
say be suspicious? Happy New Year!

Li sa grabs her obviously too |ight suitcase and heads for
the door. N ck tries to stop her.

NI CK
Lisa... Lisal Don't |eave ne!

She exits. Zohar and G gi share a concerned | ook
ZOHAR
Don't worry Nick. W'Ill get through
t his week together.
Ni ck opens his mouth to respond, but before he can:
GOAT

(human- esque scream
AHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!

INT. ABEL AND JENNY' S HOUSE - LI VING ROOM - DAY 17

Abel sits, surrounded by | KEA components. He | ooks at the
instructions, trying to inmtate the smley face and ri ppl e-
nout hed worried face of the cartoon assenbl yman. As he does,
Abel notices the Neighbor across the street come hone.

EXT. CHARM NG HOUSE - MOMVENTS LATER 18

Abel knocks. The Nei ghbor, Maggi e, answers, carrying her
ei ght een-nont h-ol d son, LI AM

ABEL
H. [|'mAbel. | just noved--

MAGG E
--1"msorry. | saw everything that
happened t hi s norning.

ABEL
Yeah.. that was a m sunderstandi ng
t hat happens to nme soneti nes.

MAGG E
It was disgusting.
( MORE)
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18 CONTI NUED

MAGG E ( CONT' D)
| wanted to tell the Oficer you
were new to the nei ghborhood, but
Liam was overtired and freaking out
so | couldn't |eave the house.

ABEL
Wew | was really worried I was
going to have to explain to you that
all black men aren't crimnals.

LI AM

Not climin-al. Not climn-al.
ABEL

| like this guy! Very woke, Liam

(then)
I think we're going to like living
here. Plus it's nice to have Jenny's
parents down the street.

Abel gestures towards the Swanson's house. Maggie steps
onto the porch to see where he's pointing.

ABEL ( CONT' D)
It's that one. Wth the oaks--

SLAM  Abel and Maggie turn around to see the front door has
cl osed. Maggie grabs the knob. It's locked. Through the
door - adj acent sidelight wi ndows, we see LI AM i nsi de.

MAGAE E
OCh no oh no oh no. He can't reach
t he handl e!
ABEL
Can he get a stool?
MAGAE E
No! He's a noron, Abel. |s that

what you want ne to admt?! This is

like talking to ny sister!
(renmenberi ng)

OCh God oh God oh God! | have a pot

on the stove! W need to get inside!

Feeding off his Mdther's panic, LI AM BURSTS | NTO TEARS

ABEL
G ve ne your hairpins.

Bef ore Maggi e can think, Abel pulls the pins out of her hair
and starts picking the |ock.
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18  CONTINUED. (2)

MAGG E
Is it working? |Is it working?!

Li am wai | s har der

ABEL
It's hard to concentrate with al
t he chaos!

MAGAE E

You' re yelling just as nuch as us!

ABEL
I"mnot blamng, just describing!

Finally, the door swi ngs open. Maggie rushes and, overwhel nmed
with enotion, showers Liamw th kisses. Then she | ooks back
at Abel, the vaguest ampunt of suspicion in her eyes.

MAGG E
How di d you know how to do that?

19 [ NT. SWANSON S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM KI TCHEN - DAY

Nick sits and opens a book titled "Fireplace." (The cover
al so has a "Now a television show" badge.) Before he can
read a page, Lisa enters, gauze around her neck.

LI SA
It's done. Wen this bandage comnes
off, it'll look Iike someone put mny

neck in a tinme machine and sent it
back ten years.

NI CK
Wul dn't that nean you have no neck
now and two necks ten years ago?

Before Lisa can respond she spots sonething and SUDDENLY
DROPS TO THE FLOOR

NI CK ( CONT' D)
Ww. The surgery really did nake
you nore yout hf ul

LI SA
Zohar and Aisha are in the backyard.

NI CK
What ? Those mani acs nust have cone
back to feed the goat | unch.

18

19
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19

CONTI NUED:
LI SA
"' m supposed to be out of town. |
can't risk them seeing ne.

She crawl s away fromthe w ndow and stands up just in tinme

18.

for: DING DONG LISA WH PS HER HEAD towards the front door

LI SA (CONT' D)
(touchi ng neck bandage)
Dammit. The doctor said ny | ove of
dramatic swivels is how !l got into
this situation in the first place.

Ni ck checks the peephol e.

NI CK
It's Jenny.

Li sa | ooks around searching for somepl ace to go.
LI SA
"1l hide in the pantry. Get her
out of here quickly.

Lisa slips into the closet. N ck opens the door.

NI CK
Hey, honey!
JENNY
Hey! | brought you sone food since

Momis out of town.

She tries to enter the house. N ck, awkwardly, doesn't nove.

JENNY ( CONT' D)
Can | come in?

NI CK
Oh... why? W' ve spent a | ot of
time together in our lives already.

Before Nick can respond, N ck spots G gi approaching.

ad
Hel | o, N chol as!
(1 ess enthusiastic)
Hel | o, Jenny.

Jenny slips past Nick, into the house. Nick ineffectively
tries to stop her and, in doing so, allows Ggi in too.

19
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19

20

CONTI NUED:  (2)

Ad G (CONT' D)
| brought you sone Ethiopian food.

JENNY
| already got |unch for Dad.

ad
(skeptical)
You cooked?

JENNY
| got takeout. Abel and | have been
busy. Because, you know, we're noving
in together down the street.

Ggi emts an irritated, high-pitched, MVW HUWM

ad
Does this nmean Abel is eating a |ot
of takeout now too?

NI CK
(sotto, to Jenny)
| don't want to get involved here.
But the only time |'ve ever seen a
| ook |ike that was while bear hunting.

19.

Ggi finds a plastic container in a nearby cabinet and starts

di viding up the food she brought for Nick into two parcels.

ad
Take sone fir-fir to Abel. It's his
favorite.

JENNY

Real | y? He's never nentioned it.

G gi flashes a |ightning-quick |ook at Jenny, then

ad
I"msorry, Jenny. It's not your
fault. Wo would have interest in
honme cooking after growi ng up eating
Lisa's tastel ess vegetarian sawdust ?

Ni ck's nmouth drops open.

[NT. SWANSON' S HOUSE - PANTRY - SAME Tl ME

Lisa grinds her jaw, angry. She touches her neck bandages,

remenbering her need to stay calm

19

20
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21 [NT. SWANSON S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM KI TCHEN - CONTI NUOUS

Ni ck wal ks close to the pantry where Lisa is hiding.

NI CK
(too | oud)
Enough j okes, guys. W all know
Lisa's food is healthy and delicious.

JENNY
What are you tal ki ng about? At
Thanksgi ving you said her main dish
| ooked and tasted like a birds' nest.

NI CK
What ?!  That didn't happen! And if
it didit was a conplinent!

ad
The first tine | had Lisa' s cooking
| turned to Zohar and said, "I think

t hey accidentally served us the--
Ni ck switches on the STOVE EXHAUST to nuffle the conversation

Ad G (CONT' D)
[Barely audi bl e] [barely audibl e]

Jenny switches off the exhaust.

Ad G (CONT' D)
. . . Dogf ood.

Ni ck's phone DINGS with a text. He |ooks at it.

NI CK
Umn | need to check on sonething in
t he pantry.
22 | NT. SWANSON S HOUSE - PANTRY - CONTI NUQUS

Nick slips into find an angry Lisa.

LI SA
Do you have any idea how nuch | try
t o acconmodat e you people? Being
vegetarian didn't used to be for
skinny actresses like it is today.
Veget ari ans used to be hardcore! W
used to take pride in ruining a dinner
party just by show ng up!
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22 CONTI NUED:
NI CK
Try and cal m down, honey. Your neck
and nme not-havi ng-to-tal k-to-anyone
for a week depend on it. Pl ease.
Qutsi de the bat hroom door, we hear a GOAT BLEAT.

NI CK ( CONT' D)
It's inside now?!

23 [NT. SWANSON S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM KI TCHEN - CONTI NUOUS

Ni ck energes fromthe pantry to find Zohar, Aisha and the
Goat now there.

ZOHAR
The goat refuses to eat.
(to Aisha, in Amharic)
Bal efew samniti msalem.

Ai sha stares at him blank, no idea what he just said.

ZOHAR ( CONT' D)
(transl ating)
Let's try that horrible grain salad
Li sa made for lunch | ast week.

NI CK
Al right, everybody get out!
ZOHAR
Ni ck, | know you are too proud to

admt your loneliness to us. But if
you want to escape your despair--

NI CK
--No. | don't know how thi ngs work
in Ethiopia, but sonetines a
M nnesot an man needs to be al one
with his thoughts!

Nick trails off, noticing sonething in Zohar's hand.

NI CK ( CONT' D)
Is that a ticket to tonight's Vikings-
Packers gane?

Zohar nods. Nick | ooks back and forth between the ticket
and his reading chair. He nakes a deci sion.

NI CK ( CONT' D)
On the other hand, M nnesotans al so
al ways put conmunity above thensel ves.

22
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24 INT. ABEL AND JENNY' S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - LATER

Abel paces. Jenny bursts in, carrying Ggi's food.

JENNY
W have to cel ebrate Ethiopian New
years at ny parents' place tonorrow.
| think your momis hoping you'l
use the occasion to propose to her.

ABEL
My nomis crazy. Wat can | do about
it?
(then, noticing)
Is that her fir-fir?!

Jenny sighs and hands him G gi's food.
JENNY

How cone nore of your precious non-
TV-stand furniture isn't assenbl ed?

ABEL
| took a break to speak to our
nei ghbor. It went... okay. At sone

poi nt we were outside and her baby
got |l ocked in the house and | had to
pick the lock to save the day.

JENNY
You know how to pick | ocks?

ABEL
t hought it was a universal skill
Al l
t!

I
/ ny friends growing up could do
[

JENNY
Wait, | think I do know soneone who
knows how.
(then, renenbering)

No, I'mthinking of a sex crimnal I
saw on a TV show.

ABEL
If you can't pick |Iocks, how woul d
you break into the supply building
to get another canister of cooking
gas after your ration ran out?
(of f Jenny's | oo0k)

This is a refugee-canp specific
situation, isn't it?
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24

25

CONTI NUED

JENNY
Yup.
(then)
So it |looks like your "don't nake
waves" strategy didn't work so great
with the neighbor. Mkes you wonder
what else | mght be right about...

She picks a nearby painting up and places it on the nantle.

ABEL
What are you doing? You know that's
where our TV should go.

JENNY
Abel , being able to watch---
(noticing somet hing
out wi ndow)
--those sons of bitches.

Abel turns to see out the wi ndow, where A LOCKSM TH S VAN i s
parked in front of the Neighbor's house.

EXT. ABEL AND JENNY' S HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER

Jenny storns towards the neighbor's house. Abel foll ows.

ABEL
Pl ease don't make a scene, please
don't make a scene.

They arrive at the Neighbor's porch where a LOCKSM TH wor ks
on the door. Maggie and her husband, DONALD wat ch.

DONALD
Ch, you nust be Abel.

JENNY
How coul d you tell? 1Is it because
he's the only black man in your lily

whi t e nei ghbor hood?! He saved your
kid! He has a college degree. You
peopl e are not just what's w ong
with this country. You're what's
wong with this world.

ABEL
You know, other than being suspicious
of those who are different, |I'msure

we all have a ot in commobn. How
about we have sone coffee and cake
and get to know each other?

24
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25

26

CONTI NUED

JENNY
Stop giving these Nazis the benefit
of the doubt, Abel!

MAGAE E
Un.. we're not... thisisn't..

DONALD
Earlier, when Abel broke-- Wen he
saved Liam Part of the hairpin got
stuck in the lock. W couldn't put
our key in anynore.

ABEL
So you called the |locksmth so you
coul d use your door again?

DONALD
And have an extra key made that we
could leave with you in case Mggi e
gets | ocked out again.

Abel shoots daggers at Jenny.
JENNY
(smal l)

W don't need the key. Abel can
al ways break in again if necessary.

EXT. VIKING S STADIUM - NI GHT

M d-football game. Nick sits with Zohar and sone ETH OPI AN
DADS. A play ends. The Ethiopians try to rally the Vikings:

ZOHAR / ETHI OPI AN DADS
Cone, on! / Fourth down! Let's bring
the force of the mghty Ono!

Nick just sips his beer, silent. Another play. It's a big
one. Everyone watches with bated breath then... EXPLODES.

Nl CK / ZOHAR
Touchdown! / We did it!

Caught up in the nmonent, N ck high-fives Zohar. As the crowd
cel ebrates, N ck |ooks at the Ethiopians and realizes he's
having a good tine. He nmakes a deci sion:

NI CK
Packers fans have the virility of
donkeys!

END OF ACT TWO

25
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27

ACT THREE

EXT. SWANSON S HOUSE - BACKYARD - SATURDAY AFTERNOON (DAY 2) 27

G gi sets up for the New Years party. Nearby, A sha feeds
the Goat. In the yard, Nick and Zohar dig a roasting pit.
Abel and Jenny enter, carrying a table.

ad
Coul d you put that on the deck?

G gi heads inside. Abel and Jenny, try to step in opposite
directions, each going towards a different set of deck stairs.

ABEL
I's this worth naking a scene over
too? | vote no. But, apparently,

ny vote doesn't count.

JENNY
You know, just because we're living
together now, it doesn't nmean we
have to spend every second with each
ot her.

She crosses off. Abel calls after:

ABEL
| thought we were a "nore evol ved
coupl e" but maybe we're really one
of those weird old couples that sleeps
in separate twin beds with a |lanp
bet ween them and can only express
happi ness by throwing a hat into the

air!
Jenny stonps inside, just as G gi energes fromthe house.
Ggi turns to Abel, instantly outraged on his behal f.
ad
What did she do to you?
ABEL
Mom
ad

What ever it was, you didn't deserve
it. Have you lost weight? It nust
be because you hate all that takeout
f ood she buys.

ABEL
|'"ve actually gained a bit.
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27 CONTI NUED

ad
O course. Because that takeout
food she buys is so unhealthy. |Is

that why you're fighting or is Jenny
failing you in other ways too?

ABEL
Mom stop! Jenny is great. W're
not fighting.
add
Are you sure? | worry because you're
not good at standing up for yourself.
ABEL
Yes, | am |'ma grown nman.
add
Fine. How was the fir-fir?
ABEL
(annoyed)

| loved it!

Abel crosses away. As he goes he notices Zohar and N ck
LAUGHI NG as they dig the pit. He stops to listen, surprised.

NI CK
...I"mtelling you, you haven't |ived
until you've bow and arrow fished.
It's hunting and fishing conbi ned
into one!

ZOHAR
Sounds amazing. | tried to take
Abel fishing once. But like they
say in ny village, "You can force a
giraffe into a mlitia but you can't
make hi m shoot."

NI CK
Yeah... | noticed Abel isn't really
into manly things.

Abel turns to a nearby Aisha.

ABEL
What's with everyone today? Just
because |I'mnice doesn't nean |I'm
not manly. Dad knows that.
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27

28

29

CONTI NUED:  (2)

ZOHAR
(calling over)
Ai sha! |'ve chosen you to sl aughter
the goat for today's roast.
ABEL
Real | y?!
Al SHA
(to Zohar)
No way! | love this goat.
NI CK

Aisha, this is a big deal. This
role is an honor in your culture.

ABEL
(re Nick and Zohar)
Wiy are these two friends? It's
creepi ng me out.

Al SHA
This is not ny culture. M culture
is going to the mall and hat e-wat chi ng
YouTube channel s on ny phone.

ad
Ai sha, there is purpose behind these
traditions. This is how we stay
close to the land and our food.
Part of this festival is appreciating
what eating neat neans.

Al SHA
Fine. Then |I'ma vegetarian now.

Zohar GASPS, shocked. G gi GASPS, hurt.

[ NT. SWANSON' S HOUSE - BEDROOM - CONTI NUGS

Li sa, ear to the wi ndow, GASPS, happy.

EXT. SWANSON' S HOUSE - DECK - MOMVENTS LATER

Jenny energes and calls out:

JENNY
Dad, could you help ne open this
sal sa?

Nick starts towards her frompit. But Abel gets to her first.

27.
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29 CONTI NUED

ABEL
(angry but smling)
Wiy did you call your father instead
of me? 1Is it because you don't think
I"'ma man? 1|s that why you think
you have to stand up for ne?!

He grabs the jar fromJenny and tries to open it.

JENNY
What's going on with your face?
ABEL
(still smling)

| don't want to give ny nother the
satisfaction of knowi ng we're having
a fight.

JENNY
(through forced smle)
Ugh. She's out of her m nd.

inally reaches them He notices Abel still struggling
he jar, reaches over and opens it with one hand.

NI CK
The trick is having hand-strength.

He exits as Abel smles wider, reflecting his grow ng anger.

JENNY
You wanna smle-fight? Let's smle-
fight.
(then)

Abel , you al ways take the easy way
out and that drives nme crazy. You
can't be nice all the tine.

ABEL
(huge smle)
I''mnot nice!

JENNY
You' re annoyingly nice. And people
t ake advantage of that. That makes
me have to fight for you. Do you

think I Iike being a self-righteous
pai n!

ABEL
Yes! It's one of your favorite things

about vyourself.
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29

30

CONTI NUED:  (2)

JENNY
Fair. But | don't want to be anot her
coupl e where the wife is nmean and
t he husband i s nice!

ABEL
Then don't be nean!

JENNY
Here's another idea: why don't you
stand up and fight every once in a
while. Yes, it's hard. Yes, it
nmeans sone people won't |ike you
sone of the time. But it's right
and it's al so sexy!

ACROSS THE YARD Zohar and G gi hang the goat upside down
froma tree. Ggi spots Abel and Jenny "smiling" at each
ot her.

ad
| guess they really aren't fighting.

Near by, Nick spots Lisa beckoning himfroma w ndow.

[ NT. SWANSON' S HOUSE - BEDROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Nick enters to find an agitated Lisa.

LI SA
They' re going to nurder that goat in
our backyard?!

NI CK
What did you think was going to
happen?

LI SA

| don't know, | thought it would be
a beautiful cerenony where they put
flowers around its neck and worship
it or sonething.

NI CK
They' re Ethiopi ans, not Californians.

LI SA
You have to stop then

NI CK
That doesn't seemculturally
sensitive.

29.

29
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30 CONTI NUED

LI SA
"Culturally sensitive?" You nmade us
switch grocery stores because Festival
Foods started selling sushi! Please
hel p ne, N ck.

NI CK
Alright, alright. 1'Il talk to Zohar
Maybe he has some Ethiopian trick to
get the goat to take his own life.

31 [ NT. SWANSON S HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

Ni ck exits the bedroom and rounds the corner to find Zohar,
hol ding a butcher's knife, standing wwth G gi, absorbed by a
wal | of Swanson fam |y photos.

ad
It would be nice if we had photos
like this to show our grandchil dren

soneday.

ZOHAR
Instead, they' |l roll their eyes
when they hear our same stories for
the thousandth tinme -- how we traded

our car to get into the refugee canp.

ad
O how we cel ebrated your birthday
two nonths | ate because that's when
the Red Cross worker was able to
sneak us a cake.

They | ook outside where Abel and Jenny still snile-fight.

A G (CONT' D)
Eh, what will our grandchil dren know
anyway? They'l| probably have strange
nanes |ike "Jerry" or "Charles."

Zohar turns over the goat slaughtering knife in his hands.

ZOHAR
Qur famly is losing its Ethiopian
culture. Soon you and | wll just
be renenbered as African weirdoes.

NICK (O S.)
You know, this is actually a photo
of my lost culture.

30
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31

32

33

"Pilot" Witer's Draft 1-18-18

CONTI NUED:

Zohar and G gi turn to see Nick, who points to a photo of
hinself in a graduation cap, next to his father on a tractor.

NI CK
My dad was mad at nme that day because
| told himl didn't want to take
over the famly farm

FEEL- GOOD MJSI C starts playing.

NI CK ( CONT' D)
He and his daddy spent their whole
lives running that place. But I
wanted to be part of sonething bigger.
(then)
Enough with the sappy nusic, Hank!

HANK (O S.)
Sorry. | thought | sensed a nonent.
NI CK

| didn't keep this photo because it
was a nice nmenory or for nostal gia.

| kept it because it captures nonment
| becane an adult. That day was the
first time | went against ny dad and
did what | wanted.

Zohar and G gi | ook at each other

[NT. ZOHAR' S CHI LDHOOD HOVE - ETHI OPI A - 1980 (FLASHBACK)

ZOHAR' S FATHER and UNCLES, all with afros, sit around drinking

t ea.

YOUNG ZOHAR enters with "nodern" straightened hair.

ZOHAR' S FATHER
Who is going to give you a job with
that haircut?

INT. GA'S CH LDHOOD HOVE - ETHI OPI A - 1980 (FLASHBACK)

31.

A YOUNG A @ argues with her MOTHER and GRANDMOTHER, both of
whom have traditional Ethiopian tattoos on their forehead.

dd'S MOTHER
What will people think if ny daughter
doesn't have a tattoo?

YOUNG G G
l. Don't. Want one!

31
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34

35

[ NT. SWANSON HOUSE - BACK TO PRESENT

ZOHAR
| suppose all this -- M nnesota,
Abel having a white fiance, Aisha

becom ng- -
(heart br oken)
--vegetarian. .

NI CK
I"'mso sorry for your | oss.

ZOHAR
...it"'s all just our children becom ng
t heir own uni que peopl e.

Qut the wi ndow we see the sniles drop off Abel and Jenny's

faces. Abel storms away. But G gi and Zohar are oblivious.

ad
It feels horrible, but it's probably
a good thing.

ZOHAR

Maybe it's even okay that--
Abel enters, upset, having heard nothi ng before.

ZOHAR ( CONT' D)
--Abel isn't a tough Ethiopian man.

ABEL
That's it!

Abel grabs the butcher's knife out of Zohar's hands.
ABEL ( CONT' D)
I ama man who can do manly things
and | amgoing to slaughter this
goat !
Abel runs outside. Lisa bursts out of the bedroom

LI SA
Nobody i s sl aughtering anyt hing!

She sprints as fast as she can after Abel.

EXT. SWANSON' S HOUSE - BACKYARD - CONTI NUOUS

Abel runs towards the scream ng goat. He passes a perpl exed

Jenny and a not-paying attention Aisha. Lisa gains on him

34
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35

36

CONTI NUED

JENNY
Mont?

Lisa grabs the top off a birdbath and whips it at Abel,
causing himto fall. The action causes her stitches to rip.
Ai sha, still oblivious, Facetines with a friend.

AISHA'S FRIEND (O S.)
(on Facetinme)
What are you doi ng?

Al SHA
Nothing. M famly is so boring.

Ni ck, Zohar and G gi conme out to see Lisa hustle past Abe
and free the goat. Blood starts to dot her neck bandages.

LI SA
(to Aisha)
This is what being a vegetarian neans!

Abel jumps to his feet. Lisa gets the goat to its feet.

ABEL
That's ny goat!

The Goat runs. Abel chases. Lisa runs after, trying to get
bet ween Abel and the goat.

NI CK
(to Zohar)
It would help ne out with the M ssus
if you could claimthat, before al
t hi s happened, | convinced you not
to kill the goat.

ZOHAR
| got your back.

EXT. SUBURBAN STREET - CONTI NUOUS

The Goat runs down the street. Lisa follows, BLOOD NOW
DRI PPI NG FROM HER NECK. Abel foll ows her, BRANDI SH NG A
BUTCHER S KNI FE.

The Nei ghbors take in the tableau fromtheir porch
MAGG E

Let's go ahead and change those | ocks
now.

35
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37 EXT. SUBURBAN STREET - LATER - N GHT

Abel , once again, |eans, handcuffed, against a police car.
The White Cop eyes Jenny as he picks up his radio.

VWH TE COP
(into wal ki e)
| ' ve apprehended the perpetrator of
the violent public nuisance. W'l
be in soon.

ABEL
(to Jenny)
I"'mwilling to admit the possibility

that we're not nore evol ved than
ot her coupl es.

JENNY

Yeah, maybe not. | hate to admt it
but wat chi ng you chase that goat
with a knife was a turn on.

(then)
Maybe we need to accept that if we're
going to build a life together, we're
going to have to allow roomto
di sagree about stuff.

ABEL
That seens right.
(then)
Do you think nmoments |ike this, where
we accept each other's flaws is what
really makes us "nore evol ved" than
ot her coupl es?

JENNY
| think that's, like, the npbst basic
t hi ng about being a couple.

ABEL
Dami t .
JENNY
| think, like it or not, we're going

to have to make all the sane
rel ati onship m stakes everyone el se
makes and see if we survive.

ABEL
VWell | guess there's nobody I'd rather
do that with than you.

ACROSS THE YARD:

34.
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"Pilot" Witer's Draft 1-18-18 35.

37 CONTI NUED

Ni ck wat ches as PARAMEDI CS | oad Lisa, neck still bleeding,
onto an anbul ance gurney. She | ooks over at Abel and Jenny.

LI SA
Ugh. 1'mso jealous of them That's
another thing that isn't "on brand"
for me, but it's how ! feel.

NI CK
Why? They had a terrible day.

LI SA
Because they're young! Watching
t hem nmove into the nei ghborhood
rem nded me of when we noved in.

NI CK
Al nost thirty years ago now.

LI SA
Back then, life was so clear: be a
good wife, raise a famly. Now that
Jenny is all grown up, |I"'mnot sure

what |'m supposed to do. And it's
maki ng me feel ol d!

Li sa nods.

NI CK
Hence t he unnecessary neck job?

NI CK ( CONT' D)
VWl |, maybe you haven't changed as
much as you think. Your vegetarianism
still ruined tonight's dinner party.

This |ands with Lisa.

LI SA
You're right. Maybe | have a little
nore youth in nme yet.
(then)
I"'mstill mad at Jenny for making
fun of ny food though.

BACK ON ABEL AND JENNY

The Cop | oads Abel in the police car. Jenny is about to |et

hi m go,

then | ooks up to see Lisa calling out to her:

LI SA (CONT' D)
Jenny! Jenny!

37
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37

CONTI NUED:  (2)

Not far fromher, G gi and Zohar repeatedly try and fail to
capture the goat. Jenny mulls the scene for a nmonent then:

JENNY
(to Abel)
Scoot over.

Abel does. She joins himin the back of the car. The Wite
Cop shrugs, closes the door, gets in the passenger seat.

As the Cop drives off, we WDEN To take in all our famlies
at the sane time -- one in a police car, one in an anbul ance,
one chasing around a scream ng goat. For better or worse,

t hese are our people.

JENNY (O S.)
You know, now that we're accepting
each other's differences, that neans
you should be okay with the TV in
t he bedroom

ABEL (O S.)
No! You have to accept ny desire
for it to be in the living room

END OF EPI SODE
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