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ACT ONE

BLACKNESS - THEN A THUNDEROUS DRUM BEAT FILLS THE AIR -
AND THE CAMERA RACES OUT OF THE EYE SOCKET OF A SKULL -
REVEALI NG - - ------

EXT. TREME NElI GHBORHOOD, NEW ORLEANS - NI CGHT 1
ANOTHER NI GHT - ANOTHER PARTY!!'!

REVELERS dance to the DRUMMERS - BEATI NG on PLASTI C BUCKETS -
There's a STREET VENDOR covered with hundreds of G.OW STI CKS -
And a H SPANIC TOUR GUI DE - Holding up the SKULL to get the
attention of his TOUR GROUP - Wipping theminto a frenzy -

TOUR GUI DE ( CONT' D)

Wel come to the nbost magical city in
t he worl d!

(Whoop, whoop!!)
How many believe that magic is real ?

(nmost hands go up)
...For those who don't, know this -
Every story you'll hear tonight is
true. So have those caneras ready -
Because you never know what m ght
make you believers...

On cue - THE SKULL LEVI TATES STRAI GHT UP OQUT OF HI S HANDS -
And VANI SHES into the night - "COooooh!" Goes his Tour G oup -
The CAMERA MOVES UP to a BALCONY - Were we find our Lead -

HOPE CASTI LLE (early 30's) - She's an investigative journalist

at the Tinmes-Picayune - And nmuch |ike New Ol eans, Hope is both
resilient and beautiful - She is also determned - Loyal - Warm -
And she can see beauty in unlikely places - But right now -

The "Skull Trick" is bugging her...

HOPE
| swear |'mgonna figure out how
he's making that thing float.

Hope's fiancé wal ks up frombehind - Wapping his protective
arns around Hope - She warns to his enbrace -

CHARLI E LAPREE (md 30's) - Also a journalist - Hardworking
and delightful - There's always a smle behind his eyes.
Charlie loves Hope with all his heart -

CHARLI E
It's on a string.

HOPE
Attached to what? There's nothing
up there.

CHARLI E
A drone?
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HOPE
We'd hear it. Unless he's got access
to some serious mlitary hardware -
Tour Guide by night, |ead designer for
DARPA's Silent OM program by day?

CHARLI E
O maybe it's real. Wen | was a kid
in Munbai, | saw a yogi clinb a--
Hope, ever the skeptic, interrupts as a solution comes to her -
HOPE
It's a balloon. The skull - It's

filled with helium O it's attached
to a bunch of balloons - Like that
novie, with the old house.

CHARLI E
That coul d work. And speaki ng of
"ol d houses', | got us a plan..

He hands Hope a paint scraper - And they head back inside -
| NT. HOPE AND CHARLI E'S HOUSE - CONTI NUQUS

The interior is DIY chaos - They're renovating the house -
Movi ng boxes are piled high - Hope notices -

HOPE
...You wote on the cabinets.

Sure enough, Charlie has drawn a FLON CHART on the cabinetry -
Organi zi ng every stage of their "Renovation Cal endar" -

CHARLI E
W' re redoi ng everything anyway.
Okay, the wedding is ten weeks away -
If you really want the reception here,
that means we need the electric work--

HOPE
How |l ong did this take you?

CHARLI E
Coupl e of hours - While you were
wor ki ng on your editorial.

HOPE
The first thing on your list is
"Scrape the Cabinets.”

CHARLI E
Yeah, | figured two nights for that--

HOPE
Charlie. Love of ny life. Smartest
man |'ve ever net - \What happens to
your list once we scrape it off?
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CHARLI E
In nmy defense, | didn't think of that.

CLI CK - Hope takes a photo of the Cabinets with her phone -
(An i Phone 3G - She throws Charlie a cheeky smle -

HOPE
It's 2013 and they're called smart
phones - You shoul d get on board.

CHARLI E
But you al ready have a new phone -
It's one of the many reasons |'m
marrying you.. .

He noves in - And they kiss playfully - But they're interrupted -
Charlie's PHONE RINGS - A Mitorola RazR -

CHARLI E (ON PHONE) ( CONT' D)
Go for Charlie...

HOPE
Nobody says that.

She keeps kissing himteasingly as he tries to take his call -

CHARLI E (ON PHONE)
When?... VWiere?... |1'll be there
in twenty.

Charlie hangs up - WRITES sonething in his NOTEBOX -
Turns apol ogetically to Hope -

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
It's a lead on a story.

HOPE
You're leaving ne with this ness?
CHARLI E
|"ve been trying to get this interview
for weeks.
HOPE

You sure you don't want to hang around?
Maybe t hese cabinets aren't the only
things that'll get stripped down tonight.

She's cute when she tries to be sexy -

CHARLI E
"Il be an hour. Two, tops.

HOPE
I love you.

He smles - And they go into their "thing"
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CHARLI E
Oh, really? You love nme, you say.
Then tell ne, Mss Castille...
What woul d you do for |ove?

She wal ks cl ose - And whispers in his ear...

HOPE
Anyt hing... Everything..

Its very sexy... And very true - They kiss - Passionately...
And Charlie |eaves...
I NT. HOPE AND CHARLIE' S HOUSE - NI GHT 3

MONTAGE - PASSAGE OF TIME - As Hope works on the cabinets -
Stripping away years of paint - Revealing the beauty beneath...

At one point - She glances out of the w ndow, |ooking for Charlie -
But instead, she sees the Tour Guide returning...

EXT. TREME NEI GHBORHOCD, NEW ORLEANS - MOMENTS LATER 4

The Tour Cuide is taking his skull out of a bag -
When Hope approaches, trying to be nonchal ant...

HOPE
Cool skull. Is it real?
The Tour Guide is already "on to her" - He hands her the skull -
TOUR GUI DE
You're the girl fromthe bal cony.
HOPE

"Il be straight, it's driving ne buggy.
| gotta know how you're doing it.

TOUR GUI DE
Y all already know. Deep inside..

And the damm SKULL RI SES straight up out of Hope's hands -
And VANI SHES into the night -

HOPE
Ch, come on! How are you--

But by the tinme she | ooks down - The Tour Guide is gone...

HOPE ( CONT' D)
Okay... Nice msdirect...
(she shouts into the street)
...You re good! G ve you that.

She turns back to her house - Just as - A POLI CE CAR ARRI VES. ..
TWO OFFI CERS KNOCK on her door..

HOPE ( CONT' D)
Can | help you?



COONEY FOR LOVE Pilot 1-20-18 5.

They turn - Covering their enotions with professional stoicism..

OFFI CER

W' re | ooking for Hope Castille.
HOPE

That's ne.
OFFI CER

Do you have identification?

She does -

HOPE

What ' s goi ng on?
OFFI CER

M ss Castille, we're gonna need you
t o acconpany- -

HOPE
' m not going anywhere until you
tell me what's going on.

OFFI CER
There's been an acci dent.

And at that nonent, Hope's heart breaks forever..

I NT. POLI CE CRUI SER (MOVING - NI GHT 5

A MONTAGE as Hope is driven to the scene of the accident -
Vari ous CAMERA ANGLES cover her traumatic upheaval of enotions -
Fear - Anguish - Anger -

Over which we hear the PLAYBACK of Charlie's voice -
Favorite PHONE MESSAGES that Hope has saved over the years...

CHARLI E (messages)
"First saved nessage..."
Hi, this nessage is for Hope CassTilly.
| think I"msaying that right. This
is Charles Lapree - Charlie. You met
ny sister, Nessa, at a coffee shop
this morning On Saint Roch - And she
had the wonderfully ridicul ous notion
that | should call you. So... Taadaa.
"Next saved nessage..."
Charlie again - Ckay - Two things -
Can we forget that "Taadaa" bit. That
was not good. And you shoul d probably
have ny nunmber - 504-555-1213.
"Next saved nessage..."
H, this is Charlie - Everyone's telling
me | shouldn't call right away.
( MORE)
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CHARLI E (rmessages) (CONT' D)

But, I'msorry - That was the best
date |'ve been on... Screw it - Ever.
So, | don't care, I"'mcalling..

"Next saved nessage..."
Hey... It's me... | love you - Sorry,
now | 've said it, | just can't stop
I love you.

"Next saved nessage..."
| can't believe you said yes. | don't
deserve you. Nobody does... But |
pronmi se you this, | will |ove you
forever and I'I|l spend every nonent

maki ng you happy and keepi ng you safe...
| love you, Hope."
"You have no nore saved nessages..."

EXT. SEVENTH STREET WHARF - CONTI NUOUS

The site of the car crash - TAPE and FLARES bl ock the street -
The police shield Hope fromCharlie's unrecogni zabl e body -
A vehicle arrives - A rusting Chevy Pick Up -

NESSA LAPREE (early 30's) - This is Charlie's Sister -
A Curator for the Louisiana State Miseuns -
The Police try to stop Nessa from passing -

NESSA
That's ny brother. In the car.
(yelling through her tears)
Charlie!

Hope and Nessa cling to one another... And weep...
And t he CAMERA FLOATS AWAY. .
EXT. NEW ORLEANS - CONTI NUOUS - PASSAGE OF Tl ME SEQUENCE

Days pass by in a blur ... Nights... Seasons... Rain storns..
Bui |l dings are painted... A GLASS SKYSCRAPER goes up..
Life races by... Then... The CAVERA MOVES I NTO -

EXT. ST LOU S CEMETERY NO. 3 - DAY

A classic New Ol eans above-ground cenetery - WE SETTLE -
CLOSE ON A MEMORI AL "CHARLES LAPREE 1978-2013 - ALWAYS LOVED!

Chyron "FI VE YEARS LATER. .."
Hope steps in and lays a LOTUS LILY at the headstone...

HOPE
| realized that | never found out if
you had a favorite flower - Probably
sonet hi ng weird know ng you - But
you once told ne that your Mom i ked
Lotus Lilies, so... Taadaa.
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She inches closer... Nervous as to what she is about to say...

HOPE ( CONT' D)

have to tell you sonething, Charlie...

never thought that | would say this

I
I
to you... But then again | never thought

that this hole in ny chest would ever
begin to close... Here's the thing...
I"ve met soneone. It's why | haven't
been coming by so nmuch... His nane is

Gabriel. You'd like him He's a good

guy. And he loves ne.... You wll

al ways be ny first thought in the
norning...but for the first tine in a
very long tine...|"'m happy.

She turns to | eave - And we neet -

GABRI EL DUVAI NE (late 30's) - Hope's new |love - Charmng -

Wrldly - Handsone - He is respectful of Hope's | ost

whil e eager to start enjoying a life together..

GABRI EL

If I shouldn't be here, just say so.
HOPE

No... It's nice.

He takes her in his arnms confortingly...

HOPE ( CONT' D)
How di d you know where | was?

GABRI EL
I know what today is - The anniversary
of... Anyway, | called to see how you

were and Nessa picked up. Listen -
What ever you need from ne today -
Space, hugs, rum..

HOPE
The hug seens to be working...

A noment passes. ..

GABRI EL
And | wanted to say sonething. .
|"ve never known loss - So | cannot
i magi ne how pai nful these past years
nmust have been for you. But | do
know this. | love you - The whole
pat chwor k that makes you who you are -
Every path you' ve wal ked that's | ed
you to ne. And | know that Charlie
will forever be a part of you. So |
| ove himtoo.

| ove,
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Gabriel glances at the tonmb, paying sincere homage to Charlie...
Hope appreciates his evol ved enotional perspective on her past -
This is not a child she's dating, this is a man..

GABRI EL ( CONT' D)
Plus | knew you'd need this...

He hands her an unbrella - Just as it starts to rain..
Hope is touched by his constant ki ndness...

EXT. RAMPART STREET, BORDER OF THE FRENCH QUARTER - LATER
Hope and Gabriel walk in the rain -

HOPE
And | have to wear all white?
GABRI EL
That's why they call it the Wite
Li nen Festival. | can't believe
you' ve never been.
HOPE

I"mmore of a Mardi G as Gal, with a
l[ittle Satchnmo Sunmer Fest sprinkled in.

GABRI EL
Now you' re tal king about the classics.
But this'Il be fun - The Galleries
stay open |ate--

HOPE
| can't wait.

They kiss... In the rain... Fuck yeah, they're sexy...

Just then, an inposing, black SUV pulls up al ongside of them -
The rear wi ndow huns down - And we neet Gabriel's older sister -

CHARLOTTE DUMAI NE (early 40's) - Level headed and busi ness-
m nded, there's a cool ness that hides a churning sea of hurt -
Gabriel can inmmedi ately see the worry on Charlotte's face...

GABRI EL
Charlotte, you | ook paler than usual.
Am | polling that poorly after |ast
ni ght' s debat e?

Charlotte isn't anused - Then again, she rarely is -

CHARLOTTE
It's nother.

Now Gabriel shares his sister's concern - He turns to Hope -

GABRI EL
I"msorry, | have to go.



10

COONEY FOR LOVE Pilot 1-20-18

HOPE
O course. You want ne to cone
with you--

GABRI EL

Thank you, no. It's probably nothing...
He ki sses her quickly - Starts to | eave - Then stops -

GABRI EL ( CONT' D)
... Wit - That wasn't right...

And he kisses her... Beautifully... Wth love... And heat...
GABRI EL ( CONT' D)

...And for the record - You're always
with ne.

Hope's smile lasts until she notices Charlotte watching them.

HOPE
You shoul d go...

Gabriel hurries around the vehicle - Gving Hope and Charlotte
an unconfortabl e nonent together..

HOPE ( CONT' D)
So, | guess |I'll be seeing you at
the White Linen Festival.

Charlotte | ooks at her condescendingly -

CHARLOTTE
Are we certain that col or | ooks good
on you?

Hope hol ds her tongue... She watches the SUV pull away - But
as she does, she FEELS sonething - Creeping up on her - She
turns quickly - But she is alone in the street...

NESSA ( PRELAP)
Wiy woul d anyone be foll ow ng you?

INT. "THE 1850 HOUSE' MJSEUM FRENCH QUARTER - DAY

The 1850 House is a reconstruction of an 18th Century hone -
Hope and Nessa are "borrow ng" boxes fromthe storage room -

HOPE
How about any one of the exposés
I"mworking on? "Corruption in
the...Fill-in-the-blank."

NESSA
Ckay - How | ong you been thinking
t hat sonmeone's been watching you?

HOPE
Few nont hs.

10
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NESSA
Li ke the few nonths you' ve been dating
Gabri el ?

HOPE

He's not |ike that - He woul dn't have
me fol |l owed.

NESSA
What about his famly? |'mnot judging -
If I was one of the nost influentia
and hallowed famlies in the city, 1'd
wanna know who was dating ny brother
HOPE
So you think it's Charlotte?
NESSA

Oh, it's totally Charlotte. She's
running his Mayoral Canpaign - It's
part of her job to keep track of what
pies he's got his fingers stuck in.

HOPE
Excuse nme?

NESSA
You know what | nean...
(changi ng subj ects)
... How many novi ng boxes do you need?
At sone point the museumw || notice
they' re m ssing.

HOPE
This is good. Wuldn't want you to
| ose your job.

As they head out - A POV watches themfor a nonent...
EXT. HOPE AND CHARLIE' S HOUSE - LATER

Hope and Nessa unl oad boxes from Nessa's car - A beautifully
restored Red Chevy Pick Up.

Hope unl ocks the front door of the house but doesn't enter -
She is flooded by nenories - Noticed i nmedi ately by Nessa -

NESSA

Wen were you | ast here?
HOPE

Christmas. That termte thing.
NESSA

You sure you want to do this?

Bef ore Hope can answer - A charmi ng Hawaiian gentleman arrives -
This is MR AKAU - Hope's realtor -



COONEY FOR LOVE Pilot 1-20-18 11

MR AKAU

Mss Castille, I trust ["'mnot |ate.
HOPE

M Akau, no - W just got here--
VMR AKAU

Way don't you show ne the house and
we can tal k nunbers

Hope is rooted to the spot - Unable to cross the threshold...
Because i nside, the house has been frozen in tine...
Nessa sees the enptional distress her friend is in..

NESSA
If you're not ready, there's no need
to put this place on the market.

HOPE
I"mnot sure |'ll ever be ready...
But if I want things to keep mnmoving
with Gabriel, | have to let go of...

Hope catches Nessa's eye and can't say the nane "Charlie"...

NESSA
Hope... Charlie's not in this house.
He's in our hearts. Qur nenories.
When | say, "Rock, paper, snickers”
and you smle...
(she does)
... There's Charlie.

HOPE
| know... It's just... This place...
It's everything we were going to be.

Nessa gets it...

NESSA
Way don't | show the guy around?
You don't need to be here. Go to
work. Go buy a white linen dress.
Go find your next smle.

HOPE
Thank you... For letting nme |ove
agai n.

Nessa, a master at hiding her |loneliness, smles reassuringly...

NESSA
One of us shoul d have soneone speci al
to watch us grow ol d. ..
CUT TO

CLOSE ON - The ol dest wonman you have ever seen - This is -
MARI E JQJO DUMAI NE (late 90's) - Hooked up to |ife-support -
REVEAL -
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I NT. BEDROOM DUVAI NE ESTATE, GARDEN DI STRI CT - DAY 12

A private hospice has been set up in the GRAND BEDROOM of a
magni ficently restored Victorian palace... The attending
DOCTOR turns solemmly to Gabriel and Charlotte - There's no
need for words...

GABRI EL ( PRELAP)
Are we tal king nonths? Weks?

EXT. DUMAI NE ESTATE, GARDEN DI STRI CT - CONTI NUOUS 13

In the perfectly manicured gardens, Gabriel and Charlotte
listen to the Doctor..

DOCTOR

Days, |I'mafraid. She's slipping.
GABRI EL

And there's nothing that can be done?
DOCTOR

| can keep her confortable...but...
You shoul d be prepared.

They absorb this grave news with refined dignity...

CHARLOTTE
Vel |, thank you. For everything.
These past two years - Wth nother's
condition - You' ve nmade them bearabl e.

DOCTOR
Marie Jojo's unconquerable spirit wll
be forever mssed by--

They're interrupted by the obnoxi ous SQUEEL of |owprofile tires -
As a BMN Mo thunders up the sweeping driveway - And we neet -

CHRI STOF DUMAINE (M d 30's) - The younger brother - Confident -
Spoil ed - He saunters past his siblings - Tossing Gabriel his
car keys, with a wnk -

CHRI STOF
Pull it round back.

GABRI EL
I"mnot your butler.

CHRI STOF
Then quit dressing |ike one.

CHARLOTTE
Christof, you renmenber Doctor Gerrard.

CHRI STOF
(satirically colloquial)
Still keeping Mother snug as a bug?



14

15

COONEY FOR LOVE Pilot 1-20-18 13.

GABRI EL
Christof... Mther's dying.

The world waits for this to filter in... Then... Very slowy -
Christof is consunmed by a huge fucking grin!

CHRI STOF
Wll - Halle-freakin'lujah, it's about
time! Let's get that Cristal on ice,
boys and girls!! Charlotte, you can

cone too.
Christof heads inside - Leaving his siblings to cover for him..

GABRI EL
He...processes enotions differently.

The Doctor | eaves - Charlotte and Gabri el head back to the house -
GABRI EL ( CONT' D)

W' re getting a second opinion.
This can't happen now.

CHARLOTTE
W have kept her on |ife-support for
two years - Enough is enough--

GABRI EL
A few nore weeks. W could turn
this election around - Wuldn't you
want nother to see that?

CHARLOTTE
Gabriel. W have to accept what
is comng. The Doctor is right -
Preparations have to be nade.
Gabriel knows she's right...
| NT. ENTRANCE HALL, DUMAI NE ESTATE - MOMENTS LATER 14
Charlotte catches up with Christof - Cornering him-

CHARLOTTE
Look at nme. Have you been using?

Christof smles wckedly...

CHRI STOF
Cross ny heart.

He | eaves. ..
| NT. BEDROOM DUMAI NE ESTATE - MOMENTS LATER 15
Christof sits beside his dying nother... He takes her hand...
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CHRI STOF
| can't wait for themto pull the
pl ug on you.

He ki sses her gently on the forehead - Look closely, there's
the hint of a weirdly sinister smle on Marie Jojo's face...

EXT/ I NT. 1000 POYDRAS, CENTRAL BUSI NESS DI STRI CT - DAY 16

DUMAI NE TOAER - The building we saw go up during the 5 YEAR

TI ME MONTAGE - A contenporary gl ass skyscraper that |auds over
NCLA - The very nodern face of New Ol eans and the Dumai ne
Famly - Charlotte's SUV arrives and she heads inside with

pur pose - Nodding a curt "Good Mrning" to a SECURI TY GUARD -

SECURI TY GUARD
(on his com
Ms Dunmaine is en route.

I NT. PENTHOUSE OFFI CES, 1000 POYDRAS - MOMENTS LATER 17

Charlotte steps out of the ELEVATOR into the Famly Ofices -
Qccupying the entire Penthouse - She's inmmedi ately swanped -

ASSI STANT
M Ellington needs to talk to you
about today's polling statistics--

But Charlotte is focused on other matters -

CHARLOTTE
Did we cl ose the deal on the Magazine
Street property?

A troubl ed ACCOUNTANT hands her a Real Estate Agreenent -

ACCOUNTANT
Yes, but you offered far above market
val ue- -

CHARLOTTE

And has the lady fromFam |y Services
arrived yet?

ASSI STANT
She's in your office--

Charl otte | eaves her Assistants in her wake -

FEMALE VO CE ( PRELAP)
Yes, M ss Dunaine, you are in the
Foster Care Register..

I NT. CHARLOITE'S OFFI CE, 1000 POYDRAS - MOMENTS LATER 18

Charlotte is in the mddle of a tense conversation with the
lady fromthe Famly Services Departnment - MRS MNAM (md 50's) -
A very smart Japanese wonan -
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MRS M NAM ( CONT' D)
...But that doesn't nean you can sinply
sunmon ne to your offices and demand to
take hone a child that very sane day.

CHARLOTTE
How much noney has ny famly donated to
your cause?

MRS M NAM
This is not a question of charity--
CHARLOTTE
My not her is dying.
MRS M NAM
I under st and- -
CHARLOTTE

| don't believe you do. Every
generation of Dumaines has adopted a
child. And it is ny nother's dying
wi sh that she neet the child that
wi |l becone part of our famly--

MRS M NAM
M ss Dumai ne, while | am deeply
synpat hetic to your inpending |oss,
that is not how the Departnent of
Fam |y Services works--

Charlotte interrupts - Crossing to the w ndow -

CHARLOTTE
You see that plot of [and down there?
On the corner of Magazine and St. Joseph.

Wth slight apprehension, Ms Mnam edges to the w ndow...

MRS M NAM
Yes.

CHARLOTTE
The Dumai ne Foundati on bought that
property one hour ago - W intend to
build a state-of-the-art facility

for children i n need. It will cost
mllions. Care for thousands. And
it will need someone to oversee the

entire project - Wi would, of course,
be handsonely conpensated for her
efforts... But only if you can arrange
an adoption by this tine tonorrow.

Charlotte offers Ms Mnam a CONTRACT - Ms Mnanm accepts
t he papers, trying not to lick her lips...

15.
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I NT. TI MES- Pl CAYUNE OFFI CES, CANAL STREET - DAY

A BANK OF TELEVI SI ONS pl ays various NEWS FEEDS -
A LOCAL BROADCAST replays last night's MAYORAL DEBATE -
Gabriel - And his RIVAL - An ol der Southern Gentleman -

GABRI EL (ON TV)
...It"s been thirteen years since the
storm - Thousands of buildings are
still ripe for redevel opment - To
reignite growth, but this current
adm ni stration has been a parade of
i nconpet ence- -

RIVAL (ON TV)
Wil e ny good Christian val ues prevent
me from being baited into slinging
mud with my opponent - The question
on the table is 'experience' or |ack
t hereof. ..

WE REVEAL the grey offices of the NOLA Tines-Pi cayune -
In 2002 it was the smartest workplace in the Cty -

Hope heads to the EDITOR S desk - A woman in total control -

Hope drops a PRINT QUT of her | atest exposé on her desk -
The EDI TOR gl ances at Hope's copy - Notices the Headline -
"STREET ART OR URBAN BLI GHT?" -

EDI TOR
You emailed this to ne | ast night.
HOPE
I"mnever fulfilled until | see it
hit your desk
EDI TOR

Did you know that nineteen Nol a
restaurants were nom nated for the
Janes Beard award this year?

HOPE
Are we just throw ng out random facts?
The Enperor Penguin can stay underwater--

EDI TOR
Readers don't want to be rem nded
that their CGty's actually a swanp.
Throw in a "Top Ten" once in a while -
Peopl e | ove lists.

ON HOPE - "Fluff witing"” is not her thing..
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EXT. CANAL STREET - EVEN NG 20

Hope waits for a STREETCAR - She needs to vent about work -
And there's this small nonent that means the world -

ON HER PHONE - Under Favorites - Two names - Nessa and Gabriel -
Usual Iy, she'd call Nessa - But today she calls her boyfriend -

HOPE ( ON PHONE)
It's me - You got a nonent?

INT. GABRI EL'S COFFI CE, 1000 POYDRAS - | NTERCUT 21
CLOSE ON GABRI EL -

GABRI EL ( ON PHONE)
| have all the tinme in the world. ..

REVEAL - He's actually in the mddle of an inportant MEETI NG -
He shoots an adorable "sorry-but-I-got-to-take-this" smle -

I NT. STREETCAR, RAMPART STREET (MOVING - LATER 22
Hope is still on her phone call -

HOPE ( ON PHONE)
...l swear she used the word "click-
bait"...

INT. GABRI EL'S OFFI CE, 1000 POYDRAS - | NTERCUT 23

GABRI EL
Look, if you need nme to take you to
every award w nning restaurant in
the city, I will make that sacrifice.

HOPE ( ON PHONE)
You are such a giver...

HOPE' S PHONE BUZZES as she gets ANOTHER CALL -

HOPE (ON PHONE) (CONT' D)
Can | call you right back?

GABRI EL
Prom se?

I NT. STREETCAR, RAMPART STREET (MOVI NG - CONTI NUOUS 24
Hope SW TCHES CALLS -
HOPE (ON PHONE)

...Hello?
(the call is garbled)
Who is this? | can't hear you..

She puts on EAR BUDS - And now we can all hear it clearly -
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VA CE ( THROUGH PHONE)

...Hope - Are you there?

hear me?

Can you

HOPE (ON PHONE)

Who is this?

VO CE ( THROUGH PHONE)

Ha!! |
to you... Hope...
It's Charlie.

Hope's worl d stops...
Except her breath..
Sounds of the world return..

Then Hope's PHONE RI NGS AGAI N -
She answers the cal

Every sound fades away. ..
Then she hangs up the phone..
The clattering street car -

can't believe I'mtalking
It's ne...

Si |l ence. ..

NO CALLER I D once nore...

- Anger rising -

HOPE (ON PHONE)

This isn't funny.

She goes to di sconnect the cal

Don't cal

back.

again - But -

VO CE ( THROUGH PHONE)

(quick fire)
No, no - Wait -
is 'carrot'

as how you're terrified of

Your favorite cake
- Wiich is weird seeing

rabbits -

You have a scar on your right el bow -

You say you got it
you actually fel
at the gym -
The Santa d ause -

rock clinbing but
off a StairMuster
Favorite Christnmas Mvie -

can keep goi ng--

HOPE (ON PHONE)

Don't--

VA CE ( THROUGH PHONE)
You cel ebrate your birthday on My
ni nt h even though you were born on

t he tenth.

Because. .

.your nmom was

killed on your birthday--

HOPE ( ON PHONE)
Stop it - You don't even sound like

Charli e--

VO CE ( THROUGH PHONE)

| don't think |I have

much tine.

Cone to 622 Villere in the Marigny.

"Il prove it.

Pl ease -

You told ne

you' d do anything for |ove.

That gi ves Hope pause -

HOPE (ON PHONE)

What ?

18.
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VO CE ( THROUGH PHONE)
Everything... Please, Tilly.

In that nonment, Hope's anger is replaced by nystification -

HOPE ( ON PHONE)
Wiy did you just call me Tilly?

VA CE ( THROUGH PHONE)
Because | have never stopped |oving
you.

The |ine goes dead.

Hope's mind is swirling - Joy - Terror - Hopeful ness -
Could Charlie actually be alive? Suddenly - She junps up -
Shouts to the Streetcar Driver -

HOPE
Stop! Pl ease!

She wrenches the doors - Leaps out while it's still moving -
Just then - HER PHONE RINGS - It's Gabriel calling back -
She hits the "lgnore" button - And runs - Tears streamng -

EXT. FRENCHVAN STREET, MARI GNY - N GHT 25

Hope tears through the drunk crowds partying at the Jazz Cubs -
Determined - Blind to the world around her - She races through
speeding traffic across Elysian Fields Avenue - And hurries to -

EXT. DESERTED HOUSE, MARI GNY - N GHT 26

Hope runs up to the eerie location that Charlie gave her -
Unkept - The place is dark - Quiet - Locked - No one's hone -
She sees an open w ndow on the ground floor - Before entering -
She hesitates - Can this be real? She has to know -

| NT. DESERTED HOUSE, MARI GNY - CONTI NUOUS 27
Hope cl anbers inside -

HOPE
Charl i e!

Part of her cannot believe she is doing this - Does she really
expect himto answer her? The house is silent - EXCEPT FOR
THE SOUND OF A DOOR - BANG NG IN THE W ND. . .

So she follows the sound upstairs - But as she steps onto the
| anding - THE BANG NG STOPS... And there's just ONE DOOR. .
Stranger still - IT'S LOCKED. She kicks down the door in her
desperation to find Charlie -
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I NT. BEDROOM DESERTED HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS 28

Hope enters - It's just nasty in here - Bare floor - Stains -
The walls are painted with synbols - Not creepy pagan stuff -
It's nodern - Geonetric - Alnost scientific -

And there in the mddle of the room- A dead body - Not Charlie -
A DEAD JUNKIE... Holding a phone...

Hope noves to him- Feels for signs of life - Finds nothing -
Opens her phone - DI ALS 911 - But before she hits CALL -

Hope hesitates - Then - She covers her hands with her scarf -
And... Cautiously... Hesitantly... She takes the Junkie's
PHONE from his cold hands - A cheap, burner phone - She finds
t he LAST NUMBER THAT HE DIALED... H TS RE-DI AL. ..

A silent noment... Then - HOPE'S OAN PHONE BEA NS TO RING. . .
Hope's mind swirls with questions...

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO
EXT. DESERTED HOUSE, MARI GNY - N GHT

Par amedi cs | oad the Junkie's body into a waiting Anbul ance -
As Hope continues giving her statenent to a POLI CE OFFI CER -
Who is currently |ooking through the Dead Junkie's BACKPACK -

POLI CE OFFI CER
I"msorry you had to see this,
M ss Castille - You okay?

HOPE
Cones with the job.

POLI CE OFFI CER
I"msure. So, you never net the
deceased before?

HOPE
No. He called for the first tine
thi s evening.

POLI CE OFFI CER
And why did he contact you?

HOPE
He...told ne he had a I ead on a
m ssi ng person.

She's a good liar - The Police Oficer finds the Junkie's |I.D.
A EUROPEAN PASSPORT -

POLI CE OFFI CER

Passport says Norway... "Friedrich

Johansen”. That name nmean anyt hi ng?
HOPE

No.

POLI CE OFFI CER
He didn't give you a nane when he
cal | ed?

HOPE
No. No nane.

POLI CE OFFI CER
Any idea why he chose to call you in
particul ar?

HOPE
None.

This is the question that worries Hope...

HOPE ( PRELAP)
Then you explain it...

21.
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EXT. ALGE ERS FERRY, M SS| SSI PPl - N GHT

Hope and Nessa head hone - And have this rapid-fire exchange -

NESSA
A tel emar ket er - -

HOPE
He knew ny favorite kind of cake.
Movi e- -

NESSA
Okay - A telemarketer with access to
your CGoogl e searches - You know
get like a dozen pop-ups everyday
for dating sites--

HOPE
It was nore than that. It was as if...
He knew ne. He called nme "Tilly".
NESSA
What does that even nean?
HOPE
On our first date, Charlie thought
ny last name was Cas-Tilly - | becane

Tilly. But no one knew that. You
didn't even know.

NESSA
Okay. Step back. Deep breath.
It can't have been Charlie, because
Charlie is dead.

HOPE
I know that, but how did a Norwegi an
student - Who was sixteen when Charlie
died - Never been to Anerica before -
No possi ble connection - How did he
know things that only Charlie knew

NESSA
Sonmeone nmust have told him
HOPE
Yes... But what if that soneone was--

Nessa's pissed - But swallowing it -

NESSA
No. No... | know you |ost the |ove
of your life... But ny big brother
died five years ago. So please...
For our friendship... Do not say
what you are about to say.

22.
30
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HOPE
I never want to do anything to hurt
you, Nessa... But what if Charlie is

alive?

NESSA
He's not. He's dead. | saw the car.
Read the exam ner's report. Scattered
hi s ashes--

HOPE
Maybe he...l don't know. .. he--

NESSA

Faked his own death? To get away
fromall the awful things in his life?
O which he had? OCh - None--

HOPE
We don't know that--

NESSA
Wiy are you doing this, Hope? You
were finally noving on - How can you
turn back like this--

HOPE
Nessa, sonething really weird happened
tonight. Sonething I can't explain.
| need to find out what that phone
call was... And you're the only one
| can do it with.

Nessa | ooks into her friend' s eyes - And she knows that Hope
bel i eves everything she's saying - As crazy as it sounds...

NESSA
Not hing is bringing Charlie back..
But if | help you, it is so you can
cl ose the book on Charlie's death
for good. Agreed?

HOPE
Thank you.
The FERRY begins to pull into the dock -
NESSA
And for the record - If he's alive
and we find him- He's gonna wi sh he
was dead.
They can agree on that... PRELAP - A DOORBELL CHI MES -

EXT. FRONT DOOR, DUMAI NE ESTATE - MORNI NG
Charlotte, Gabriel and Christof open the door to Ms Mnam -
And ALICE (12 years old) - Quiet - Polite - Wunded...
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Charlotte smles welconmngly -

CHARLOTTE
Good norning! And you nust be Alice!
W have heard so nuch about you! |'m
Charlotte and these are ny brothers
Gabriel and Christof and we can't wait
to show you to your new roonml Does
t hat sound okay?

Al'i ce nods, sheepishly..
I NT. GRAND STAI RCASE, DUMAI NE EATATE - MOMENTS LATER 32

Charlotte | eads Alice and the others up the sweeping stairs -
Adorned with generations of FAMLY PORTRAITS. ..

CHARLOTTE
Alice, the Dumaine Famly can trace
its lineage all the way back to the
Seventeenth Century - Wen a young
French Trader, Jean Pierre Dunai ne,

fell in love with his slave, Mirie
Jojo. They had three beautiful
chil dren--
CHRI STOF
Well, two were beautiful. One was -

What was the word Marie Jojo used?
Oh, yeah - Matronly.

Charl otte shoots her brother a fierce glare -

CHARLOTTE
Never-the-less, Marie Jojo's children
could bare no children of their own,
so they each adopted a child from
the community - That practice becane
an honored tradition that you'l
becone part of today.

Sensing that this is overwhelmng to Alice, Gabriel smles warmy..

GABRI EL
This must seempretty intense to
you, but | promise - You'll fee
like part of our famly before you
know it.

Alice struggles to find a smile...
I NT. TEENAGE G RL'S BEDROOM DUMAI NE ESTATE - MOMENTS LATER 33

Charl otte opens the door on this Teen Wnderl and. .
GQuitar - Flat Screen - Sephora Make Up - Craft supplies -
Alice's face begins to light up..

MRS M NAM
Oh, ny...
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CHARLOTTE

W just want Alex to be happy here.
MRS M NAM

Alice.
CHARLOTTE

Yes.

Alice rushes to try everything out -
EXT. DUMAI NE ESTATE, GARDEN DI STRI CT - MOVENTS LATER 34
Charl otte, Gabriel and Christof escort Ms Mnam to her car...

MRS M NAM
You do, of course, realize that while
all the "toys' are very generous,
what Alice needs now is a hone...
Tinme, attention and structure.

CHARLOTTE

O course. She's famly now.
GABRI EL

And for that, we are eternally

grateful. Aren't we, Christof?
CHRI STOF

Yes. Eternally.

There's sonet hi ng about the way he says it, that's ever-so-
slightly unsettling... They watch Ms M nam drive away...

And there is a secret quiet... Before -

CHRI STOF ( CONT' D)
Let's get to it...

I NT. TEENAGE G RL'S BEDROOM DUMAI NE ESTATE - MOMENTS LATER 35

Gabriel is helping Alice set up her new AppleTV - Wen there's
a KNOCK ON THE DOOR - And Charlotte enters...

CHARLOTTE
So, Alice... There's one | ast nenber
of the famly to neet...

Her gentle smle belies a darker truth...
I NT. BEDROOM DUMVAI NE ESTATE - MOMENTS LATER 36

Charlotte, Gabriel and Christof lead Alice in...
The very old woman is still hooked up to Iife support...

CHARLOTTE
Alice, this is our nother, Mrie Jojo.
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Alice... Nervous... Shuffles closer to the hospital bed...
Charlotte, Gabriel and Christof inch away just a bit...
ALl CE

It's very nice to nmeet----
SUDDENLY - Marie Jojo sits bolt upright - GASP

=

And then it happens - THE POSSESSI ON - The exchangi ng of souls -
FULL ON MMA C - dd Marie Jojo draws a sharp intake of breath -
SUCKI NG out the girl's soul - Then - AOd Marie Jojo bl ows out
her own soul back into the girl, who gasps to life -

I N TWO BREATHS THE TWO SOULS HAVE SWAPPED BCDI ES -

The three siblings react - Christof is fiendishly delighted -
Charlotte is stoic - And Gabriel is disgusted and turns away -
Alice is now MARIE JQO - The matriarch of this Famly -

Looki ng back at her previous shell, this winkly old wonman. ..
The A d Wnman is panic-struck - Young Marie Jojo smles -
MARI E JQJO

Dam, | got ugly.

Young Marie Jojo leans in and switches off the Iife support -
As Alice's soul flatlines in the Od Wnan's body -

I NT. DESERTED HOUSE, MARI GNY - DAY 37

The front door opens - REVEALING - Hope and Nessa -
Hope has just picked the |ock -

NESSA
How do you even know how to do that?

HOPE
Your brother wasn't all puppy dogs
and rai nbows, he knew sone stuff.

NESSA
Li ke a junkie from Norway? Because
t hat woul d explain the phone call.

EXT. DESERTED HOUSE, MARI GNY - SAME 38

An UNKNOWN POV wat ches Hope and Nessa from across the street..

| NT. BEDROOM DESERTED HOUSE - DAY 39

Even in the hazy light of day, this place is creepy as hell...
NESSA

You came here on your own? At night?
What were you thinking?

HOPE
Not sure | was. It was as if every
| ogical cell in ny being had been
sw tched of f.
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The flashlights on their phones illum nate the shadow corners
of the room.. Hope illumnates the GEOVETRI C SYMBOLS. . .

HOPE ( CONT' D)
Do you know what they are?

NESSA
Vll... It's not Egyptian or Myan.
It's too angular to be Anatolian.
I'd have to hit the Loyola Library.
They have everything on pal eography -
That's the study of--

Hope interrupts - Gving us a glinpse into her skepticism-

HOPE
I know what pal eography is. Qur house
was filled wth old books with weird
witing - My nomwas a five-dollar
psychi c, renenber--

NESSA
Sure... But if I had to guess, 1'd
say these are the denented scribblings
of a suicidal heroin addict. Just...

Gaffiti...
That gi ves Hope an idea..
HOPE
| got a graffiti guy.
NESSA

Who has a graffiti guy?
They head out -

EXT. DESERTED HOUSE, MARI GNY - DAY 40

The UNKNOWN POV wat ches Hope and Nessa | eave the house..

Hope follows Nessa to her car... But as she does... She slows -
Sensi ng eyes upon her... She turns - But the street is enpty...
NESSA
You al right?
HOPE
Yeah... | just thought...

It's nothing...
Hope shakes the cobwebs from her head... And they drive away...

And the figure steps out of the shadows........ It's CHARLIE. .

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
EXT. NEWSSTAND, MAGAZI NE STREET - DAY

Hope buys a newspaper - And finds her article -
"STREET ART OR URBAN BLI GHT?". ..

EXT. BENEATH THE HUEY P LONG BRI DGE - DAY

A Gaffiti Artist is working on a beautiful, MASSI VE MJRAL -
Depicting the many cultures of the city - This is BENNY D -
A hardcore artist..

Hope arrives and offers himthe newspaper she purchased...

HOPE
H - | don't know if you renmenber ne--

BENNY D
Hope Castille. Times-Picayune..
(i ndi cating the newspaper)
...So0 am1 art or blight?

HOPE
Definitely art. This is amazing...

She shows Benny D the PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE CGEQOVETRI C SYMBCLS. .

HOPE ( CONT' D)
"' mhoping you can help nme - |I'm
trying to figure out what these are.
Maybe you know the artist?

BENNY D
Looks like tagging. But no gang |'ve
seen before. Check the wharfs in the
Lower Ninth, it's thick down there.

At last, a sliver of light...
| NT. BEDROOM DUMAI NE ESTATE - CONTI NUOUS
Christof hurries to enbrace his nother -

CHRI STOF
| have m ssed you so nuch, Mna.

MARI E JQJO
| know, baby.. .

Christof stays at his nmother's side, enjoying every nonent -
As Marie Jojo turns to Charlotte -

MARI E JOJO (CONT' D)
You | ook heavy.

CHARLOTTE
| don't believe so.
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CHRI STOF
Maybe it's her new hair.

Gabriel tries to play peace-keeper as always -

GABRI EL
Mot her, it's good to see you on your
feet again--

MARI E JQJO
We'|ll get to youin a mnute - W're

di scussing your sister's weight gain.
Si x pounds, |'d guess. And it's not
water retention - It's the sort of
gain that takes a sustained effort.
One would need to put in the tine...

Ah, now she's getting to the point - She turns to Gabriel..

MARI E JQJO ( CONT' D)
VWhat's the date?

Crap -

GABRI EL
We. . .thought it best--

MARI E JQJO
| asked a questi on.

CHRI STOF
It's the fifth of Cctober, Mna..
Twent y- ei ght een

MARI E JQJO
Two years!
CHRI STOF
Oh, f'sure, | have m ssed this.

Trying to calmthings, Charlotte picks up an antique mrror -

CHARLOTTE
(lying well)
Mot her, it took us that long to find
t he perfect young lady for you to
becone - This m ght be your body for
t he next eighty years--

MARI E JOJO
Don't you lecture me, Child - | know
how it works, |'ve done it before.

This is ny game - O have you forgotten
that 'mthe one with the power?

CHRI STOF
And me, Mana.

29.
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MARI E JQJO
And you, darling. |'d never forget you.

Gabriel and Charlotte shoot each other a | ook - The whol e
"favorite-child-thing" can be really fucking annoying -

Marie Jojo snatches the mrror - Takes in her new reflection -

MARI E JOJO ( CONT' D)
How old am 1 ?

CHARLOTTE

Twel ve. Just as you asked. Ful

bill of health. Genetics are perfect.
MARI E JQJO

What about - -
CHARLOTTE

Her wi sdom teeth have al ready been
renoved, so that will be your jawine.

MARI E JQJO
Vell, | guess she'll have to do...

Marie Jojo falters - Sensing sonething that no one el se can...
She breathes in the air - It's whispering to her softly...

MARI E JQJO ( CONT' D)
What aren't you three telling me?
Each of you has a secret...

She | ooks at each of themin turn..

MARI E JQJO ( CONT' D)
A secret of the heart... A secret of
the mind... And a secret of the soul.

Her three children try not to | ook too fazed... Then -

CHRI STOF
Gabriel has a girlfriend.

Gabriel |ooks pissed at his brother...

MARI E JQJO
Wll, | can't wait to neet her -
You must be | ost w thout my opinion.
I"'mteasing, don't |look so worried...

Marie Jojo heads off - Her children hurry after her -
| NT. GRAND STAI RCASE, DUMAI NE EATATE - CONTI NUQUS 44

Marie Jojo races down the sweeping stairs - Enjoying her
youthful legs - The others try to keep up -
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MARI E JQJO
How have the Fam |y Busi nesses been
running in ny absence?

CHARLOTTE
Wl |, they certainly haven't been
runni ng thensel ves.

GABRI EL

Charl otte has been doing a fine job
captaining the enpire.

MARI E JOJO
| believe | will reserve judgnment
until | see the books - In fact,

let's head there now Do | stil
have nmy Mercedes?

CHARLOTTE
You can't drive.

MARI E JQJO
Don't be ridiculous, |I've been driving
for over a hundred years--

CHARLOTTE

You' re twelve, nother. Qut in public,
you are ny adopted daughter, Alice.

There's a nonent between themas Charlotte tries to disguise
just how much pleasure she is getting fromthis situation -
But Marie Jojo knows her daughter. ..

MARI E JQJO
(sardoni c)
Alice? So should I be hol ding your
hand when | cross the street?

Marie Jojo stops by a painting - THE ORIG NAL FAM LY PORTRAIT -
Pai nted over 200 YEARS AGO - Jean Pierre Dumaine - Hs wfe -
And their three children... A sadness washes over Marie Jojo...

MARI E JQJO ( CONT' D)
And what of ny husband? Has anyone
heard fromthe great Jean Pierre?

Her children are hesitant to report -

GABRI EL
Not hi ng, |'m afraid.

MARI E JQJO
| give himimortality and this is
how he repays ne. Five years now -
Alnost to the day. And there's still
no word?
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CHARLOTTE
W are trying everything, but it's
as if...

MARI E JQJO

...As if he doesn't wish to be found.
Marie Jojo is obviously wounded by this...

CHRI STOF
If you ask ne, Mama - It's his |oss.

MARI E JQJO
Thank you, darling..
(changi ng gears)
...So0 - The conpany books?

CHARLOTTE ( PRELAP)
As you can see, our Real Estate
portfolios are particularly healthy...

45 I NT. CONFERENCE ROOM DUVAI NE OFFI CES - DAY 45

Charlotte and Gabriel have COVERED THE TABLE | N SPREADSHEETS -
Trying to show a healthy picture of their Enpire to Marie Jojo -

CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
...Wth profits getting a substanti al
boost fromthe new tax plan--

GABRI EL
Meani ng we coul d easily increase our
charitabl e contributions--

MARI E JQJO
My sweet Gabriel.
CHARLOTTE
And all three restaurants are booked
weeks out - -
MARI E JQJO
This all |ooks very rosy.
CHARLOTTE
It is. | have managed to increase

our Conpany's standings...w thout the
need for any of Christof's or your..

"Gfts'.
MARI E JQAJO

Ch, is that what we're calling it?
CHARLOTTE

We don't |like to use--

But Marie Jojo has seen sonmething that isn't so rosy..
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MARI E JQJO
What's this?
She picks up a chart... And realizes, to her slight

MARI E JOQJO (CONT' D)
Gabriel, you're running for Mayor

GABRI EL
Yes.

MARI E JQJO
Now, what woul d possess you to do
that? You know you can have anyt hi ng
you want in this city.

GABRI EL

No. You can give nme anything | want.
MARI E JQJO

Isn't that the sane thing?
GABRI EL

It's really not.

Marie Jojo |l ets himhave his nmonent of bravado...
Before smling thinly at the pair of them -

MARI E JQJO
Vll, | think it's adorable - You
two shoul d have a project now that
I"m back to oversee the conpany -
But | ook at these polling nunbers--

CHARLOTTE
There are sonme very encouragi ng signs
froma nunber of outlying analytics--

MARI E JQJO
I would hate for the famly to suffer
any kind of enbarrassnent - Wy don't
you | et your brother help you there?
Seeing as he is the only one of you
three with... "G fts".

Charlotte finds the courage to admt -

CHARLOTTE
| have not been permitting Christof
to use in public.

This is a huge affront to Marie Jojo...

MARI E JQAJO
May | ask why? And how?

anusenent

33.
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CHARLOTTE
Christof finally understands that
times are changing. Social nediais
everywhere. Every phone has a canera.
If he were to be seen 'using', our secret
woul d be out and the fam |y ruined.
There is no need to use magic. ..

And there it is - The Famly's unspoken secret... MAG C

MARI E JQAJO
Magi ¢ has kept this famly alive and
empowered for two centuries.

GABRI EL
And we are all grateful for that.
But I will get my canpai gn back on
course. There is no need to involve

Chri stof .
There is a cordial standoff... But you just know Marie Jojo
is plotting sonething...
MARI E JQJO
And what of our 'conpetition'?
CHARLOTTE

A new restaurant opened a few doors
down from one of ours--

MARI E JQJO
Not that sort of conpetition. The
other famlies with so-called "gifts'.

Ah... On to darker matters, then..

GABRI EL
It's been quiet.
MARI E JQJO

Even the Wccans? Those little
witches can be a pain in the ass.

GABRI EL
They know their place.

Marie Jojo accepts this... And fails to notice that Charlotte
has been conspi cuously quiet...

EXT. VWHARF DI STRI CT, LOAER NI NTH WARD - AFTERNOON 46

Centuries old brick warehouses - Many in need of repair -
Most covered in Graffiti - Both art and blight..

Hope steps out of her CAR - And begins to explore -
But as she does, she is watched by an UNKNOMN POV. ..

Hope peers in through a broken wi ndow of a derelict building..
When suddenly -
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VO CE (O C.)
This is private property.

Hope turns to find a SECURI TY GUARD ri ght behind her -
There's nothing particularly remarkabl e about him -

HOPE
I didn't know -

SECURI TY GUARD
You need to | eave.

HOPE
Absol utely. But can I just ask you
one quick thing - Have you seen these
synbol s anywher e?

Hope shows the Security Guard the PICTURES on her phone -
He gl ances at the inmages... And life takes a beat...

SECURI TY GUARD
| don't know what those are.

Hi s statenent hangs in the air... As Hope realizes -

HOPE
That's...actually...not what | asked.

And a nasty intensity begins to brew...

SECURI TY GUARD
You need to go.

HOPE
Have you seen these--

SECURI TY GUARD
Now. There is nothing here for you.

Hope knows that now is not the tine to push her issue -

HOPE
Ckay... |I'mleaving...

The Security Cuard watches her |eave the property...

But we HOLD ON HOPE - Ch, hell yeah - She's com ng back. .

I NT. GABRI EL'S OFFI CE, 1000 POYDRAS - DAY 47
Charlotte enters w thout knocking -

CHARLOTTE
So apparently, we need to arrange a
funeral for nother...

She has wal ked in on a neeting - Gabriel and an ol der gentleman -
Ajeweler's glass to his eye -
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CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
M Garivotti - To what do we owe the

pl easur e?
GABRI EL
Could I have a nonent with ny sister?
The ol der gentleman | eaves... Charlotte takes the ring -
CHARLOTTE

This was Aunt Natalie's engagenent
ring. Wen are you thinking of asking

Hope?

GABRI EL
Tonmorrow. At the White Linen Festival
Don't tell Mdther. | don't want to
craw for her approval.

CHARLOTTE

This is why you wanted to keep not her
nedicated for a little |onger.

GABRI EL
Yes.

CHARLOTTE
How | ong have you known this girl?
Si x nont hs- -

GABRI EL
| |ove her.

CHARLOTTE
Are you sure you want to do this
again? Inviting her into this famly,
you are inviting her into danger.

Gabriel takes his sister's hands... And smles warmy...

GABRI EL
How many |ives has nother given us?

Charlotte is throwm by Gabriel's abrupt change of conversation..

GABRI EL ( CONT' D)
Since nmy birth, | have lived seven
[ifetimes... | have felt the joy of
watching a city rise froma sawgrass
swanp. Felt the pain of seeing friends
grow old and die... But in all those
centuries, | have never felt |ove,
like | feel for Hope. She's the one.

Gabriel's sincerity noves her...

CHARLOTTE
Then congratul ations. |'msure she -
Hope - will |ove the ring.
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They hug. ..

CHARLOTTE ( PRELAP)
Do you have anything on her | can
use agai nst her?

EXT/ I NT. MORNI NG CALL CAFE, CITY PARK - DAY

A place to neet if you didn't want to be seen - Charlotte is
wth TOVMY HARRI SON (50's) - Her Private |Investigator -

CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
Tommy - | amtrying to di ssuade ny
brother of this woman's affections -
So please tell me you have sonethi ng.

HARRI SON
Not hing since the last tine | briefed
you. She's clean. No arrests. DW's--

CHARLOTTE
Nobody can be that squeaky.

HARRI SON
She's a journalist, so | guess she
has sone shady contacts - Like |ast
ni ght, she got nessed up with sone
addict that O D ed

Harri son tosses down sone photographs of the Dead Junkie -
AND THE SYMBOLS ON THE WALL. ..

And suddenly - Charlotte is very troubled...
EXT. OLD WAREHOUSE, NI NTH WARD - AFTERNOON
Hope jinmm es open a wi ndow and clinbs inside...

I NT. OLD WAREHOUSE, NI NTH WARD - SAME

Hope di scovers a treasure trove of OLD MARDI GRAS FLOATS...
And begins to explore....

Sone are ancient - Sone newer - Sonme broken - Sone rotting -
There's dragons - And flowers - And denons - And cl owns. ..
It's quiet and beautiful... And scary as all hell..

A thousand papi er-nmaché eyes seemto watch her..

Hope is drawn to one float in particular - A CTY SKYLINE. .

But there's sonmething about it - It appears to be ALIVE. ..

And as she edges closer, we realize - It's covered in DOVES -
NESTI NG AND COO NG. .. She takes her canera and snaps a picture -

And the SHUTTER SOUND causes the flock to ALI GHT as one -
They FLUTTER around Hope - ENVELOPING her - It's quite lovely -
Then Hope watches them FLY out of the holes in the ceiling -

And that's how she notices - THE ENTI RE CEl LI NG | S COVERED
W TH THE GEOVETRI C SYMBOLS - Thousands of them..
It's kinda terrifying..
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EXT/ I NT. GABRI EL'S CAMPAI GN CENTER, NI NTH WARD - EVENI NG
A lowrent building, |eased for the purpose of taking the

shine off the Dumaine's wealth in the eyes of the voters -
Charlotte enters to hear the tail end of a SKYPE | NTERVI EW -

GABRI EL
... The regentrification process is
critical, but the Gty still faces

threats fromevery corner - Angry
seas, self-serving politicians...

CHARLOTTE ( PRELAP)
Add one nore threat to your list...

I NT. PRI VATE OFFI CE, CAMPAI GN CENTER - MOMENTS LATER
Charlotte shows Gabriel the Geonetric Synbols...

CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
... This is Mgislov. Russian Black
Magi c.

This is cause for alarm..

GABRI EL
You think one of the famlies is
using? In the Cty? They wouldn't
dar e.

CHARLOTTE
Mot her has been 'away' for two years.
Wio knows what the other famlies
may dare? What if the other magic
clans are becom ng organi zed? This
happened under our watch, Gabriel.

Now t hat is disconcerting...

CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
That's not the only worrying thing -
The reason | have these pictures...
I had your girlfriend followed--

Gabriel is livid with her -

GABRI EL
What - -

CHARLOTTE
When you told ne that you intend to
marry her, you left me no choice -
But, think about what |I'm saying -
Your girlfriend - A journalist -
Found t hese synbols. Wat if she
keeps digging? Even if you' re not
worried about exposing the Famly -
Consi der the danger to Hope.

38.
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GABRI EL
What do you nean?
CHARLOTTE
Gabriel - W are not the only ones

who woul d do anything to keep our
worl d a secret.

Gabriel |ooks down at the CGeonetric Synbols...

GABRI EL
Do you know where Hope is now?
EXT. OLD MARDI GRAS WAREHOUSE, NI NTH WARD - SAME 53

The Security Guard watches the building... He closes his eyes...
And focuses with zen-like intensity...

I NT. OLD MARDI GRAS WAREHOUSE, NI NTH WARD - SAME 54

Hope has clanbered on top of a Cl RCUS THEMED FLOAT to get a
better angle to photograph the synbols... There's jugglers

and el ephants and a trapeze... And clowns... Hope | ooks down

to futz with her CAMERA - \Wen behind her - One of the goddamn
CLOMS TURNS SLOALY TO LOOK AT HER... She brings up her camera -

HOPE' S POV - Through her canmera - Looking up at the synbols -
She snaps a couple of shots - WHEN THE CLOAN APPEARS | N FRAME -

Hope | owers her camera quickly - BUT THE DAMN CLOM | S GONE -
That's when she hears... Squeak, squeak, squeak, squeak...
She turns - THE TRAPEZE IS SW NG NG - Back and forth. ..

And then the entire ClRCUS FLOAT BECOVES FULLY AN MATED -

The FLOAT LURCHES FORWARD - Like it's in a PARADE -
Hope cl anbers down - Backs away - Wen - SMKE BLASTS -

She turns - A PIRATE FLOAT - SLASHI NG SWORDS - BLASTI NG CANONS -
Bari ng down on her - Bl ocking her escape - Broken, rotting
Pirate faces snap fromside to side - And she realizes -

EVERY FLOAT IS NOW MOI NG - ROLLING - Like a norphing nmaze -
As she tries to escape -

And suddenly - She's trapped - Backed against a wall -

Then - FIRE - THERE' S A G GANTI C DRAGON FLOAT - SPEW NG FLAMES -
Li ke a Roman Candl e Firework - BARI NG DOM ON HER -

There is no escape -

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
INT. OLD MARDI GRAS WAREHOUSE, NI NTH WARD - MAG C HOUR 55

THE ACTI ON CONTI NUES FROM ACT THREE... FLAMES SHOOT FROM THE
DRAGON FLOAT as it bares down on Hope - At the |ast second -

The entire wall behind Hope SLIDES OPEN - IT'S A G ANT DOOR -
Magi ¢ hour sunlight floods in -

And in that instant - EVERYTH NG | N THE WAREHOUSE FALLS SI LENT. .
Motionless - As if nothing ever happened...

Hope | ooks back towards the door - As her savior appears -
Si | houetted against the setting sun... It's GABRIEL..
He folds her into his protective arns...

HOPE ( PRELAP)
It was insane - Al the floats were
novi ng. . .

EXT. SAINT ROCH MARKET - NI GHT 56
A bustling outdoor cafe - Hope recounts the story to Gabriel -

HOPE ( CONT' D)
...Li ke soneone flipped a switch -
And then that dragon - \Wo stores
floats | oaded with fireworks?!
And then you- -

GABRI EL
| just opened a door--

HOPE ( CONT' D)
(realizing)
Wiy were you even there?

GABRI EL
| tried to call you, but you didn't
pick up - Nessa said you were by the
wharfs, so | drove through the area and
saw your car..
(turning the tables)
What were you doing there?

HOPE
I was...

Hope hesitates - |Is she going to tell Gabriel the truth?
O is she going to lie further?

HOPE ( CONT' D)
...It was research for a story.
It's click-bait - | caved. Top ten
hi dden treasures in the city.

Hope's world pauses for a nonent as Gabriel considers this...
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GABRI EL
Sonetimes, you gotta do what the
boss wants, right?

HOPE
Yeah.
GABRI EL
So... Do you want to eat? That's
why | called you
HOPE
Actually... 1 have a deadli ne.
GABRI EL
WIl | see you before tonorrow night?
HOPE
Tonor r ow?
GABRI EL

The White Linen Festival..
Are you sure you're okay?

Hope kisses him- Melting into his enbrace..

HOPE
| amnow. |[|'Ill see you tonorrow

Hope wat ches Gabriel |eave... Then she | eaves in the opposite
direction..

EXT. TULANE UNI VERSI TY - MORNI NG

Hope hurries into the grand ol d coll ege...

INT. CITY ARCH VES, TULANE UNI VERSI TY - MORNI NG
Hope approaches the ARCH VI ST at his desk -

HOPE
H, I'mtrying to find out who owns
a warehouse in the Lower Ninth -
There's not hing online.

ARCHI VI ST
Wll, if it was registered before
ni neteen and seventy-two, it won't
be online. Cone with ne...

EXT. CORDS ROOM CITY ARCHI VES - MOMENTS LATER

Three hundred years of history, all perfectly filed...
G ant drawers open to reveal intricate filing systens..
The Archivist quickly finds what he's | ooking for -

He heaves out a BOX - Filled with OVERSTUFFED FI LES. ..
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ARCHI VI ST
3465, North Saint Peters...
Here you go..

O all the files - This is the only one that's EMPTY...

ARCHI VI ST ( CONT' D)
That's odd... There should be
sonething. Let nme keep | ooking...

The Archivist shuffles away - And Hope opens the enpty file -
And sees - A TELEPHONE NUMBER - Witten on the inside cover -

Hope takes out her smartphone and GOOGES t he nunber. ..
It's a RUSSI AN VODKA BAR I N THE FRENCH QUARTER. ..

CHRI STOF ( PRELAP)
You wanted to see ne?

EXT/I NT. GABRIEL'S OFFI CE, 1000 POYDRAS - DAY 60

Gabri el has summoned his brother Christof to his office...

GABRI EL
So... It's nice to have not her back.

CHRI STOF
I'd call it...liberating.

Gabriel is not anused by his little brother...

GABRI EL
Remenber - Everything that you have.
Al the toys. It all goes away if
anyone figures out our secret. |If
anyone sees you using--

CHRI STOF
That it? 'Cause that's kinda old
news- -

GABRI EL
No, that's not all - | want you to

stay out of ny business. The canpaign
is off limts.

CHRI STOF
| believe Mama feels differently.

GABRI EL
| don't need or want your help.

Christof sizes his brother...

CHRI STOF
Tell ne... How does it feel?
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GABRI EL
How does what feel ?

CHRI STOF
To be powerl ess.

Gabriel steps in - Unafraid of his brother's '"gifts'..

GABRI EL
Everything | have achieved has been on
ny own nerit - And that feels powerful

Wt hout warning - Hope enters - The boys put on their best
"gane faces' -

GABRI EL ( CONT' D)
Hope... You renenber ny brother,
Chri st of .

HOPE
O course.

They kiss politely on the cheek -

GABRI EL
I wasn't expecting to see you until
| ater.
HOPE
I know. And that's the thing - | am

so sorry, but I'mnot going to be
able to make it--

CHRI STOF
Quch. Should | be here for this? |
mean it's fun to watch you flane out--

HOPE
No, no. It's nothing. | have a
deadline. At the office.

GABRI EL
This festival is kind of a big deal --

HOPE
| know. And I'msorry... | just
need to get this over with

At least that part is true...

GABRI EL
Wll, if you can't... | understand.

HOPE
Thank you.

They ki ss goodbye - And Hope | eaves...
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CHRI STOF

If you want ne to change her m nd

for you--
GABRI EL

If you touch her, I will kill you.
CHRI STOF

Ch, that would be such an unfair

fight.

The brothers | ock eyes...
EXT. CANAL STREET - N GHT

Hope nmeets with Nessa...

NESSA

So where does Gabriel think you are?
HOPE

At the office. Finishing a story.
NESSA

Are you sure about these lies? |'m

no expert, but I'mpretty sure that's
not how you build a relationship.

HOPE
Since that phone call, it's all | can
t hi nk about - | have to know.

Wth her heart set, Hope |eads the way into the bustle of
the French Quarter. ..

I NT. RUSSI AN BAR, FRENCH QUARTER - NI GHT

The slick, nodern face of New Oleans - Not a tourist in sight
This place would be nore at hone in a Manhattan Pent house -
Hope and Nessa enter - Find a seat at the bar -

A FEMALE BARTENDER serves them -

BARTENDER
Cocktail list?
HOPE
Actual |l y- -
NESSA
Actually... | would love to see a
cocktail list...

(of f Hope's | o00k)
What? |If you're gonna sabotage your
romance, | should start one of ny own...

The Bartender returns with the cocktail |ist -
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NESSA ( CONT' D)
Tell me - What's your favorite thing
to make?

But Hope doesn't have tinme for Nessa'a clunsy flirtations -

HOPE
I's there someone who can tell us
about these?

Hope shows a photograph of the Geometric Synbols to the Bartender -
Who gl ances at Nessa -

BARTENDER
Your girlfriend s a buzzkill

NESSA
Not ny girlfriend. Not certain we're
even friends at this point.

WOMAN S VOCE (O.C)
What is your interest in such things?

Hope turns and sees - ELENA (40's) - Russian psychic -
And part-tine waitress - Sitting in a corner booth...
Hope | eaves Nessa to flirt with the Bartender...

Hope approaches Elena's Booth... Lace tablecloth... Tarot cards -
Hope's defenses are imediately on alert...

ELENA
Sit, please... Wiy are you here?

HOPE
I"'mwiting an article for the
Ti mes- Pi cayune.

El ena si zes Hope up... Reading her...
ELENA
No... That's not it... You're
searching for sonething--
HOPE
Okay, you don't need to do that.
ELENA
I"msorry?
HOPE
Don't try to "read ne". | know how
it's done - My Mom preyed on people's
hopes.
ELENA

Your nother had the Gft?
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HOPE
If the "G ft" neans getting herself
killed by one of her clients, then
yes, she had the gift...
(suddenly furious at herself)
You know, this was dunb. | don't
know why |' m here--

ELENA

It's Magislov... The witing... It's
very old. Used in many different
rituals...

(she indicates the photo)
This is Razhuzhenya... It neans
"Thinning". The cerenony weakens
t he nenbrane that separates our world
fromthe spirits... Razhuzhenya al |l ows
a lost soul to nmake contact with the
living. It uses a conduit between
the worlds. A person at the very
poi nt of death.

There is a long silence, before Hope has an epi phany -
She suddenly bursts into LAUGHTER. ..

HOPE
I"msorry. I'msorry. | am
| don't nean to be rude.

ELENA
| take no offense--

HOPE
It's just, when you hear it out |oud
like that - I'"'msorry - But, oh, ny
God, what am | doing here? This is
crazy - You're right, Nessa - | should

be with Gabriel, not chasing ghosts -
Agai n, no of fense--

ELENA
None taken- -

HOPE
And | nean netaphorical "ghosts", of
course, not "Boo". Chosts fromny past -

I"msorry. Everyone. Nessa, let's get
out of here - This crap got nmy nother
killed, nowit's threatening to destroy
ny relationship with Gabriel...

Hope heads for the exit...

EXT. RUSSI AN BAR, FRENCH QUARTER - MOMENTS LATER
Nessa j oi ns Hope outside -

NESSA
You okay?
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HOPE
I"mgreat. | have been behaving so
badly - This is all so far out of ny
belief system I'msorry - | need to
get to the festival - I'mneant to be
wearing white.

NESSA
He won't care.

Hope hugs Nessa - Then points back at the bar -

HOPE
And you shoul d get that cocktail

The friends share a smle - And Hope hurries away -
I NT. RUSSI AN BAR, FRENCH QUARTER - MOMENTS LATER 64

El ena, the Russian Psychic, watches Hope and Nessa in the
BAR M RROR. .. Once she is certain they have left, she puts a
bottle of vodka on a tray and heads down a back corridor -

Just then - A figure steps out of the shadows - W recogni ze him -
It's the TOUR GUDE fromthe Teaser - This is -

MATEO SILVA (40's) - Latin - Lustful - He follows Elena -
To a BACK DOCR -

MATEO
Wiy did you tell her about your
ritual ?

El ena just smles, unfazed -

ELENA
Because sonetines the truth is so
unbel i evabl e, there is no need to
lie.

El ena turns to unlock the BACK DOOR - Accidental ly dropping
the bottle of vodka -

It falls - But it stops just before it hits the ground -
Suspended in the air sonehow - Then it starts to float up -
And we see - MATEO IS CONTROLLING IT WTH HHS M ND. .

MATEO
For those who don't believe there is
no proof enough... And for those who

do believe, no proof is needed.

Mateo |l evitates the vodka bottle back onto Elena's tray -
She opens the BACK DOOR - And they enter -

I NT. SPEAKEASY, RUSSI AN BAR - CONTI NUOUS 65

Dark - Dangerous - The secret underbelly of the Cty -
This is where Magi c can exist freely and w t hout apol ogy -
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There's no creatures or goblins - These are regular fol ks -
Every creed - Every color - Every culture - Every gender -
W foll ow Mateo and El ena t hrough the MAG CAL THRONG -

An | NDI AN MAJI plays therapist to someone on a couch -
Literally pulling the BAD MEMORI ES out of their head -

W see | MAGES of "Arguing Parents" extracted |ike wafer-thin
celluloid pictures that disperse in the wind |ike sand..

A PROSTI TUTE uses FRENCH MAG to bl ow seductive snoke rings
around a CUSTOMVER - The snoke coils around himlike a
begui l i ng serpent - Enticing himcloser..

A BARFLY uses NORSE SEIDR to bl ow on his beer and FREEZE it
He doesn't notice the RAT stealing his wallet and taking it
to the THEIF that's using NATIVE AVERICAN ANIM SM to contr ol
the animal ...

A TATTOO ARTI ST uses MEXI CAN BRUJERIA to turn his FINGERTIP
VWH TE HOT and ETCH a BURNI NG BRAND ont o a CUSTOMVER s back. ..
El ena stops to offer the Custoner the Bottle of Vodka -

ELENA
For your pain.

W recogni ze the Custonmer imediately - It's the SECURI TY
GUARD t hat Hope encountered at the warehouse...

Mateo arrives at a BACK TABLE - Already seated is MRS M NAM
The Family Services Lady...

MATEO
What's so inportant? | got a tour
at eight.

MRS M NAM

W finally know the true face of our
conmon eneny.

She hands Mateo a plain envel ope, which he opens -

Inside are the ADOPTI ON PAPERS FOR 12 year old ALICE -

(The girl who becane Marie Jojo) - Including her picture...
This is very good news...

MRS M NAM ( CONT' D)
The Dunai ne's reign over this Cty
will soon be over. W will finally
be out of their shadow.

MATEO
They have no i dea how weak they have
becone. ..

Mateo turns to El ena as she arrives -
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MATEO ( CONT' D)
...Al'l we need is for your contact to

tell us howto kill Marie Jojo.
ELENA

Kill the Queen and the hive will die.
MRS M NAM

The city will be ours again -
Wthout the Dumaine's iron fist.

Ms M nam takes back the photograph - And it bursts into flanes...
I NT. GABRIEL'S OFFI CE, DUMAI NE ESTATE - NI GHT 66

Gabriel is alone - Staring at HOPE' S ENGAGEMENT RI NG - Looki ng
handsone in his crisp white linen suit, but there is a sadness
to him.. Charlotte enters - Also wearing white linen...

CHARLOTTE
You ready to go to the Festival?

But Gabriel's mnd is el sewhere -

GABRI EL
You think Dad did the right thing?
Getting out of this famly.

CHARLOTTE
We don't know that's what he did.

GABRI EL
I think he took a long hard | ook at
his famly and wanted no part of it.
Al'l those lives that have been
sacrificed just so we can survive.

CHARLOTTE
What ' s goi ng on?

GABRI EL
|'ve put Hope in danger.
By | oving her.

Charl otte understands that nore than anyone...

CHARLOTTE
Over the centuries, |'ve often thought
that it would be easier if we fell in

| ove with the people we hate nost.
A sad irony... They head out... Gabriel LEAVES THE RI NG BEHI ND. . .
I NT. SU TE, MONTELEONE HOTEL, FRENCH QUARTER - NI GHT 67
CLOSE ON - Gabriel's political RIVAL -
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Rl VAL
| rmust say, when | received this
invitation, | was npbst curi ous.

REVEAL - Christof and the Rival are in an elegant hotel suite...
The two nmen sit across from one another...

CHRI STOF
M Mayor - My famly has seen the
witing on the wall and | think we can
all agree on where this election is
headi ng. However... | do have a
sonewhat "out of the box" solution..

Christof casually takes out a hypoderm c syringe -
And fills it froma medicine bottle...

CHRI STOF ( CONT' D)
Did you know that ten mlligranms of
Propofol will put a man to sleep for
thirty mnutes?

Rl VAL
You keep that away from ne..

But Christof just gives a cheeky grin -

CHRI STOF
Ch, it's not for you...

And Christof calmy injects hinself in the neck -
He starts to fall unconscious - Lunging at the Rival -

Rl VAL
What in God's nane--

AND BEFORE THE DRUG TAKES HOLD - CHRI STOF POSSESSES THE RI VAL -
Bl owi ng his own soul out of his nmouth and into Rival's nouth -
It's over in a second - And Christof passes out on the couch..

The 'Rival' STRETCHES - Like he's trying out a new skin..
He | ooks down at ' Christof'...

RI VAL ( CONT' D)
Damm, I'mfine - | wuld so do ne...

Then he | ooks at his "Rival' self inthe mrror..
RI VAL ( CONT' D)
You, on the other hand - You | ook
i ke you haven't had any fun in
years. .
He steps out onto -
EXT. BALCONY, MONTELEONE HOTEL, FRENCH QUARTER - CONTI NUOUS 68

The 'Rival' | ooks down at the drunken REVELERS bel ow -
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Rl VAL
.So0... Who wants to PARTY!!!!1]

This is met with a joyous yell!!I!l!
EXT. FRENCH QUARTER, NEW ORLEANS - NI GHT 69

Hope is hurrying through the CRONDED STREETS to get to Gabriel -
She tries himon her phone - But has to | eave a nmessage -

HOPE ( ON PHONE)
It's me. |I'mcomng. Gabriel, | am
so sorry. 1'll explain everything.
Pl ease wait for ne.

Wien there is a cormmotion - Caneras are flashing - Hysterica
ONLOOKERS with video phones - And at the center of the chaos -

The straight-laced 'Rival' going crazy on Bourbon Street -
Drunk - Strippers - He's lost it - Dancing - Scream ng -

A POLICEMAN tries to contain him- And the 'R val' |ashes out -
PUNCHI NG t he Pol i ceman - Who goes down hard -

Rl VAL
Remenber - Vote for...
(he's forgotten his nane)
... \Woever the hell I am!!

The '"Rival' takes off running - PCLICE in hot pursuit -
EXT/ I NT. MONTELEONE HOTEL, FRENCH QUARTER - CONTI NUOUS 70

The "Rival' races in - Tears up the stairs - Police behind -
An upstairs Hallway - The "Rival' races into a room -

INT. SU TE, MONTELEONE HOTEL, FRENCH QUARTER - CONTI NUQUS 71

The 'Rival' |ocks the door - Christof is still just laying on
t he couch, in a Propofol state of unconsci ousness -

RI VAL
Pucker up, Buttercup..

The 'Rival' grasps Christof's face - Breathes out -
AND BLOANS CHRI STOF' S SOUL BACK | NTO CHRI STOF' S BODY -
Christof wakes with a start -

CHRI STOF
And we are back |ivel

Rl VAL
You keep that away from ne!

The Rival is dazed - No recollection of being possessed -
Christof runs out onto the Balcony - Cinbs over - Just as -
Police kick the door in - Burst in -
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POLI CEMAN
On the ground!!

The Rival just stands there - Mnd bl owmn -

EXT. FRENCH QUARTER - NI GHT

The Russian Wonman, Elena, wal ks hone al one... \Wen suddenly -
Charlie wal ks up from behind -
CHARLI E
I need to speak to Hope.
ELENA

We had a deal, M Lapree -
And you have yet to deliver--

CHARLI E
| came back to this city to protect
Hope fromthe Durmaines. | need to
speak to her--

ELENA

Do you have any idea how difficult
that is to orchestrate?

CHARLI E
That sounds |ike a "you problent -
| have information that you need--

ELENA
Watch your tone, M. Lapree. Renenber -
This city may have a hundred different
forms of magic hiding in the shadows -
But | amthe the only one who can
arrange a neeting between you and

your | ove.

CHARLI E
And | amthe only one who can tel
you how to kill Marie Jojo Dumaine.

Make it happen.
Charlie watches her head off into the night...

END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FI VE
EXT. THE WHI TE LI NEN FESTI VAL, WAREHOUSE DI STRI CT - NI GHT 73

The streets are teeming with elegantly dressed partiers -
Everyone there is wearing perfect white |linens - Except for
Hope who runs froma taxi - Desperate to find Gabriel -

But everyone | ooks the sane... It's kinda beautiful...

EXT. CAMPAI GN BOOTH, WWHI TE LI NEN FESTI VAL - SAME 74

Gabriel is shaking hands and thanki ng supporters - But you
can see his heart's not init - There's a rare sadness to
hi mtonight...

GABRI EL
w || never stop fighting. This
al ways deserves anot her chance.
who are we if we don't have..
trails off as he sees...)

e
Gty
And
(he
... Hope?
(then he calls out to her)
Hope!

Hope turns - And sees him- The loving smle on his face
nelts away all her angst - He is so very happy that she cane -
She runs to himand they kiss -

GABRI EL ( CONT' D)
| thought you were busy.

CHRI STOF
Who's too busy for a party?
HOPE
I was. But nowl'mnot... It's all
finished with... I'"mall yours now.
GABRI EL
Well, I like the sound of that.

That's when she realizes the rest of the famly is there -

CHARLOTTE
You nmade it after all. How wonderful...
I"d like you to say hello to nmy new
daught er.

GABRI EL

(whi spering to Hope)
W' ve been keepi ng the adoption qui et
until it cane through.

CHARLOTTE
Hope... This is Alice.

Hope turns to Marie Jojo -

HOPE
H, Alice - That's such a pretty nane--
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MARI E JQJO
Aren't you supposed to be in white?

Anwkward... Until Gabriel puts his arm around Hope defiantly...

GABRI EL
I think she | ooks perfect.

Marie Jojo smles with maternal servility -

MARI E JQJO
Apparently, that's all that matters.

Mari e Jojo watches Gabriel |ead Hope into the festivities...
And the CAMERA MOVES AVWAY - Leaving themto enjoy the romance
of the night...

EXT. R VERWALK, BANKS OF THE M SSI SSI PPI - LATER

Charlotte is neeting with Harrison, her P.I. -
He's showi ng her sonething on a PHONE SCREEN -

CLOSE ON RECORDED VI DEO FOOTAGE - Looking in through a w ndow -
Hope and Nessa neeting with El ena, the Russian Wnman. .

CHARLOTTE
VWhen was this?

HARRI SON
Less than an hour ago.

Charl otte hands hi m anot her wedge of cash - And they part -
But as Charlotte turns - Marie Jojo is right there -

CHARLOTTE
| can handle this.

MARI E JQJO
And yet all evidence is to the
contrary.

CHARLOTTE

We have worked so hard for everything.
This can be settled w thout violence.

MARI E JQJO
Sweet heart, when rats cone out of
the sewer, you don't invite themto
t he table.

Charlotte is very worried... This could nean war -
| NT. BEDROOM DESERTED HOUSE - NI GHT

The house where the Junkie died - The synbols on the wall -
CLOCSE ON ELENA - Being interrogated - By Marie Jojo -

Sone force is making it difficult for Elena to breathe -

Li ke her body is being crushed by an invisible python -
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Qur only clue as to what's happening is the SMALL METALLIC
DOLL that Marie Jojo is fingering intimdatingly in her hand -

MARI E JQJO
| thought we had an arrangenent -
You don't practice your filthy magic

and... Well, that's it - | guess
that's nore of an understandi ng than
an arrangenent... However...

(i ndicating the synbols)
Who were you trying to contact?

ELENA

Ya ni chego t ebe ne skazhu- -

Marie Joj o SQUEEZES the doll - El ena SCREAMS -

MARI E JQJO

Who were you trying to--
ELENA

War is comng. .
MARI E JQJO

Qoh, a story. | love stories.
ELENA

You. Your nmagic. It wll end.

| have seen it.
Coming froma psychic, Marie Jojo takes this warning seriously..

MARI E JQAJO
Per haps... Just not tonight.

El ena | ooks frightened..
EXT. DESERTED HOUSE, MARI GNY - MOVENTS LATER 77
Marie Jojo wal ks out - Her three children are waiting for her -

MARI E JAJO

W have controlled the magic in this
City for two Centuries. Your little
" Kunbaya' experinent has all owed
that control to waiver. That ends.
CHARLOTTE
Pl ease, nother--
MARI E JQJO
Gabriel, | heard about your girlfriend s
"Mardi Gars adventure". \Wiat are your

t hought s?

Gabriel is torn - But he knows what nust be done -
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GABRI EL
Desperate tines.

CHRI STOF
Atta' boy.

MARI E JQJO

Starting tonight. There is to be
only one magic in New Ol eans. ..
Qur magi c. Voodoo.

Marie Jojo tosses the netallic doll into an oil-drumfire -

A sil houette of Elena in a wwndow - As she is engulfed in flanes -
Charlotte | ooks up at the burning building in horror -

Her nother's decl aration of war could destroy everything...

EXT. ROOFTOP, JAX BREVERY APARTMENTS - SAME 78

Fromthis beautiful riverside vantage point, Ms Mnam | ooks
out at the Gty Scape - And the FIRE erupting in the Marigny...
She knows her world of magic is approaching a tipping point...

I NT. CHARLOITE S BEDROOM DUNMAI NE ESTATE - N GHT 79

Charlotte sits in front of her mrror, know ng that her short
reign as the matriarch of the famly is over and she's deeply
worried by all the connotations of this... Wen wthout warning -

VO CE (O C.)
You | ook |ike you could use a drink.

She turns - Right there - Floating in md-air - A Martini...
REVEAL - MATEO - The Tour Cuide - Sexier than we renenber -
In fact, Charlotte nelts a little when she sees him -

CHARLOTTE
You shoul dn't be here.
MATEO
| had to see you
CHARLOTTE
Mot her is back.
MATEO
We know.
CHARLOTTE

She nustn't find out about us.
About you. Your famly...

Mateo notions with his fingertips - Lifts Charlotte off her feet...
Draws her closer to him..

MATEO
Then we'll be even nore careful...

And they kiss... The CAVERA PULLS AVWAY... They're both floating...
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EXT. HOPE AND CHARLIE' S HOUSE - NI GHT 80
We find Hope standing in front of her old hone - There's now
a For Sale Sign hanging out front... She unlocks the door..
And | ooks down at the thresh-hold...... And sonehow.. . ...
She finds the courage to step inside..
| NT. HOPE AND CHARLI E' S HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS 81
Not hi ng has changed in five years... The renovations are
still inconplete - Charlie's hand-witten plan on the Cabi net -
Counting down to their WEDDING .. She |ooks around... Taking
it all in... 1It's breaking her heart - But it's finally
time to nove on for good... And at |last she finds the
strength to say the words out |oud... Wrds she hasn't been
able to say for five years...
HOPE

Goodbye, Charlie--
BANG !! A thunderous noise terrifies us - BANGNGin a wnd...

Hope follows the sound - It's comng fromthe attic...
I NT. UNFI NI SHED ATTI C - CONTI NUCUS 82
Hope clinbs up into this om nous space... The bulb's out, so

she uses the light fromher phone - Revealing - O d boxes -
Charlie's personal stuff that she couldn't bare to part with...

A wi ndow i s open - Banging over and over... The wind is
fluttering the pages of a book... She noves closer and realizes -
| 'S CHARLI E' S NOTEBOX -

Hope is noved by this - She picks up the notebook - Like
it's a connection to the past - To Charlie hinself - And she
gl ances through the old entries... Hand-witten notes...

QOccasional words junp out at Hope - Wcca - Ku - Secret -
Underground - But then - The tone of the notes change...
Obsessive... The notes becone sketches... Shapes... And then
synbol s we recognize - It's the Russian Synbols. ..

Hope's m nd begins to race - Stitching together clues -
Energi zed, she calls Nessa on her cell -

HOPE ( ON PHONE)
Come on... Pick up..

She turns - Right into Charlie - Just standing there -
Inches fromher face - A huge scare for the audience -

Thi s should be the greatest nmonment ever for Hope - Everything
she's wanted - The love of her life is right in front of her..
BUT SHE DOES ABSCOLUTELY NOTHI NG .. Because she can't see him -
And we finally realize... CHARLIE IS A SPIRIT...

HOPE (ON PHONE) ( CONT' D)
...Nessa, it's ne...
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| NTERCUT - NESSA - AT A JAZZ BAR ON FRENCHVAN STREET -
Sitting with the lady Bartender fromthe Russian Bar -

NESSA ( ON PHONE)
Hey - How was the festival--

HOPE ( ON PHONE)
Charlie knew about the Russian
Synbol s.

NESSA ( ON PHONE)
What ?

HOPE ( ON PHONE)
Five years ago - It was the story he
was wor ki ng on when he died.

NESSA ( ON PHONE)
| thought you agreed to drop this.

HOPE ( ON PHONE)
| can't. W can't. Look, | don't
know what any of this neans - But we
can't stop now - W have to keep
searching for answers. Maybe that
Junki e's death wasn't accidental..
Maybe Charlie's death--

NESSA ( ON PHONE)
Don't do this.

HOPE ( ON PHONE)

["msorry... | love you..

But | |ove your brother nore.
Hope hangs up on her friend...
On Charlie - Knowing that Hope wll fight for him..
He leans in - And blows the hair from her eyes -
She | ooks up - Feeling the breeze - And Charlie is gone...
Hope turns to the final entry in the notebook -
FLASHBACK - INT. HOPE & CHARLIE S HOUSE - N GHT - 83
The OPENING SCENE - Charlie receives a call - And wites down
a note in his NOTEBOX -

BACK TO PRESENT DAY - CLOSE ON - The note Charlie wote in his
NOTEBOCXK. . .

"9pm - 7th St Wharf - DUMAI NE
JUST THEN - HOPE' S PHONE RINGS... It's Gabriel calling..
ON HOPE - SMASH TO BLACK

TO BE CONTI NUED. . .
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