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TEASER

OVER BLACK as our sweeping score brings us to..

AN EXTREME CLOSE- UP: DETERM NED, FOCUSED EYES.

EXT. YUANYANG VI STA -- DAWN

They belong to our hero... N CKY CHEN (26, think young
Constance Wi) sitting in the |otus position, deep in thought
as a | one GRASSHOPPER junps over the rock she sits on.

As the CAMERA CRANES AROUND, we see what she's
contenplating... a seriously breath-taking view of the
terraced rice paddi es of Yuanyang in Yunnan Province, China.

She watches the farners harvest the rice... it's arduous and
back-breaking. This quiet tableau is interrupted by --

PRE- LAP: CRACKI SLAM  SMVASH!
EXT. COURTYARD -- DAY
STYLI STI C SHOTS: SPIN KI CKS, TI GER PUNCHES, LOTUS SWEEPS. .

NI CKY and ELEVEN OTHER YOUNG CHI NESE WOVEN i n burnt orange
uni forms nmove t hrough powerful MARTI AL ARTS STANCES and FI GHT
MOVES, breaki ng boards, spinning nunchucks, dodgi ng each
other's blows. Also arduous and backbreaki ng.

SIFU (master) PEI-LING (50 but could pass for 30) watches
her disciples carefully, correcting stances, adjusting grips,
poki ng and proddi ng.

She | ands on Nicky practicing a spin-kick conbo with a |ong
BO STAFF. She executes the spin, but |oses her bal ance as
she | ands and ki cks, the staff DROPPING out of her hand and
skittering across the anci ent cobbl estones.

PEI - LI NG
(i n Chi nese)
Agai n.

Undet erred, Nicky picks up the bo staff and noves into dragon
stance. W wonder if this is some kind of intense state-run
training facility. But as we | ook around at the ancient

Chi nese buil dings and the GOLDEN STATUE OF BUDDHA over | ooki ng
the courtyard, we realize..

These are SHAOLIN MONKS practicing the ancient art of KUNG
FU.
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EXT. FARM NG VI LLAGE -- DAY

W're in a poor village... one dirt road runs down the mddle
of it with small cottages scattered about. The orange

uni forms of the nonks stand out against the drab concrete
bui I di ngs as Pei-Ling and her disciples fix hones, deliver
fresh produce, and assist the elderly.

Ni cky hel ps an OLDER FARMER st ack massive sacks of rice in
his shed. As she heaves the bags over her shoul der --

Note: Italicized dialogue in Chinese.

OLD FARMER
(i npressed)
Even when | was young, this wasn't

easy.
Ni cky's snmiles, taking pleasure in helping --
EXT. YUNNAN PROVI NCE -- DI RT ROAD -- SUNSET

Ni cky sits in the back of the PICK-UP TRUCK with the nonks
on the long trip up the nountain to the nonastery.

Everyone nods off froma |long hard day of training and
service... everyone except Nicky. She sits noving her hands
t hrough the conmbo she couldn't lick earlier in the norning.
Practicing again, and again, and...

EXT. COURTYARD -- N GHT

. Again. N cky is on her own now. Everyone el se fast
asl eep as she trains in the courtyard bathed in noonlight.

She's relentless and disciplined... finally nailing the spin
kick for the first time. She smles. Exhausted. But getting
it right once isn't enough... she keeps going. |In the shadows

Pei - Li ng wat ches. ..
EXT. YUANYANG VI STA -- DAWN
W' re back where we started. N cky staring off into the

di stance at the rice paddies... farners in their tented hats
getting an early start on the day's work.

PEI - LI NG
You sl eep even | ess than | do.
Ni cky smles as Pei-Ling joins -- she knows that isn't true.
NI CKY
Al'l those years in ny famly's
restaurant... | never realized how
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CKY ( CONT' D)
much work went into a single grain
of rice.

PEI - LI NG
You have | earned nmuch since you joi ned
us.

NI CKY
Thank you, Sifu.

PEI - LI NG
But, to truly naster Kung-Fu one
must first have a quiet mnd. | see
how hard you' ve been working these
| ast few years.

NI CKY
| still have a long way to go.
PEI - LI NG
But that's not why you work so hard.
(of f Nicky)

You push yourself to silence the
angui sh in your soul.

NI CKY
Sifu...

Pei-Ling turns to Nicky, switches to ENG.I SH - -

PEI - LI NG
The purpose of the training is not
to hide fromyour pain, Nicky.

Ni cky doesn't know what to say to that.

PEI - LI NG ( CONT' D)
You nust find peace. Peace with
your famly.

NI CKY
Peace and ny famly don't really go
t oget her.

PEI - LI NG
You believe you are the only one
with a difficult famly?
(beat)
I had a very different |ife before I
was your Sifu. You would not have
recogni zed the ol d Zhang Pei -Ling.

So much pain and anger... | too
t hought | could find sanctuary here.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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PEI - LI NG ( CONT' D)
And for a while | did... but | was
foolish... and the silent anguish
grew | i ke a cancer, not only inside
me but in the ones | |oved the nost.
By the time | realized what | needed
to do...it was too |late.

Ni cky is taken aback that Pei-Ling is opening up this much.
Ni cky | ooks out into the field.

NI CKY
Sifu...this is ny home now. Don't
make ne go back

PEI - LI NG
You nake the path that you |ive.
Your life. Your choice. But learn
fromm mstakes... for what is a
tree wthout roots? The deeper into
the earth the roots reach, the
stronger the tree.

Ni cky knows Pei-Ling is right, but doesn't know what to do.
EXT. SMALL FARM HOUSE I N YUNNAN PROVI NCE -- DAY
Ni cky delivers vegetables to an ELDERLY CH NESE WOVAN.

NI CKY
The usual ... plus sonme nung beans to
hel p with your high blood pressure.

ELDERLY WOMAN
Your Chinese is inproving.

NI CKY
|"ve been practicing so | can tel
you to stop eating that salty eggpl ant
you love so nuch. Too nuch sodi um

ELDERLY WOMAN
Ai-ya. Only a rude Anmerican woul d
speak to an el der that way.

Ni cky and the Whrman share a | augh. N cky wal ks back to Pei -
Ling's pick-up truck when... she sees an odd sight: a snal
caravan of luxury Mercedes SUV's has stopped in the road.

Atall, inposing CH NESE WOMAN we wi ||l come to know as ZH LAN
50s, talks to Pei-Ling. She has distinctive TATTOOS on her
hands and is surrounded by two, |arge, |NTIM DATI NG MEN.

( CONTI NUED)
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ZH LAN
(t hreat eni ng)
Don't make this harder than it needs
to be, Pei.

Pei -Ling stares back, silently defiant as Nicky tries to
defuse the situation in Chinese: --

NI CKY
Sifu? |Is everything okay?

Zhilan turns to Nicky, surprised by her accent. She switches
to English.

ZH LAN
You' re Anerican.

NI CKY
| am

ZH LAN

Per haps you can share sone of your

Anerican pragmati smwi th your "Sifu".
(a ook to Pei-Ling)

The world is changing. Gaibian knows

no obst acl e.

PEI - LI NG
(i n Chi nese)
My answer is no. Your power and
your reach do not intimdate me.

Pei -Ling heads toward the pick-up. N cky follows her |ead.
Zhil an and her goons wal k back to their SUV s

PEI - LI NG ( CONT' D)
Gai bi an.  She knows not hi ng of change.

NI CKY
Gai bi an? What is that? Wat did
she want ?

PEI - LI NG
It's not inportant...let's get back.

EXT. COURTYARD -- EVEN NG

Ni cky trains alone... but her expression is | ess determ ned.
Thoughts of the mysterious wonman and her own famly weigh on
her. Nicky sees Pei-Ling heading inside the main tenple.

| NT. TEMPLE -- MOMENTS LATER

Ni cky finds Pei-Ling standing at the ALTAR in front of a
gol den st atue of Buddha.

( CONTI NUED)
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She takes a key from around her neck and unl ocks a H DDEN
COVPARTMENT revealing... an ANCIENT SWORD inlaid with jade
on the carved handl e.

NI CKY
Sifu... the woman today... is this
what she want ed?

Pei -Ling holds the sword up to the Iight.

PEI - LI NG

Centuries ago this sword was used by
a Shaolin warrior named Liao to defeat
rebels trying to destroy the Tang
Dynasty. Legend has it that the
sword gave Liao the strength of a
hundred nen. After his victory, he
placed it here for safekeeping.

(of f Nicky)
It is said that whoever possesses
t he sword cannot be def eat ed.

NI CKY
The woman. .. she kept sayi ng sonet hing
about change. .. Gi bi an...what did
she nean?

Pei -Ling averts her gaze as she | ocks the sword back up --

PEI - LI NG
She is a msguided soul... has been
for a very long tine. She pursues
the sword for the wong reasons.
One of many throughout history.

NI CKY
Who i s she?

But Pei-Ling brushes past N cky --

PEI - LI NG
It's late. W must get some rest.

Pei - Li ng heads out as N cky follows, deep in thought --

| NT. MONASTERY -- SLEEPI NG QUARTERS -- N GHT

Ni cky tosses and turns... a FAMLY PHOTO of her parents,

brot her, and sister by her bedside. She suddenly COUGHS and

CHOKES. .. sitting up in bed to see the roomis FILLED WTH
SMOKE! She staggers outside..

10
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EXT. MONASTERY -- COURTYARD -- NI GHT
Where the entire building is going up in flanes! Holy Shit!

Through the haze she hears SCREAVS. MALE | NTRUDERS attack
the nonastery as fenmal e nonks run for safety... IT'S CHACS

Ni cky searches for Pei-Ling... desperate...
I NT. TEMPLE -- NI GHT

Ni cky races inside the tenple to see Pei-Ling using her
incredible skills to fend off THREE | NTRUDERS. She spins
and junps, attacking with grace and power, taking down each
intruder in an epic display of athleticismand artistry.

But suddenly -- Zhilan, the woman fromearlier, appears behind
her .

NI CKY
Pei - Li ng!

Pei -Ling spins out of the way of her powerful kick. Pei-
Ling launches into an attack, a series of |ighting-quick
punches and junp-kicks. She drives zZhilan into the altar --
it SMASHES to pieces, the Buddha statue crashing down,
reveal i ng... THE ANCI ENT SWORD.

Zhil an grabs the sword, and with one swift blow drives it
t hrough Pei-Ling' s chest before she has tine to react.

NI CKY (CONT' D)
Nooooo!

As Pei-Ling falls, zZhilan runs off with the sword. N cky
rushes in, cradling her nmentor in her arns --

NI CKY ( CONT' D)
I"mhere. W need to get you to the
hospi tal - -
(1 ooks into her eyes)
Stay with ne...

PEI - LI NG
The sword... you nust get it back.
You nust stop her.

Pei -Ling's body goes |inp.

NI CKY
Don't |eave ne... please!

ANGUI SH overcones Nicky as she slowy rests Pei-Ling s body
on the ground. She |ooks down at her nentor and friend one
last time... her heartbreak turning into fury...
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EXT. MONASTERY -- TREE-LINE -- MOMENTS LATER

Full of RAGE, N cky catches up to zhilan -- N cky grabs her
and tosses her to the ground, the Ancient Sword slipping out
of Zhilan's hand and out of reach. She |ooks to Nicky --

ZH LAN
The American. You want to fight nme?

NI CKY
You kil led Pei-Ling.

ZH LAN
| should have killed her |ong ago.
(she takes a stance)
Are you sure this is the cause you
want to die for?

A beat as N cky takes her in... and then IT"S ON. A FICGHT
TO THE DEATH breaks out as the nonastery burns.

Ni cky pulls out every Kung Fu nove she knows... ROUNDHOUSE
KI CKS, LEG SWEEPS, ELBOW STRIKES... she's incredible

But Zhilan is also a skilled martial artist... and has been
training longer than Nicky. She attacks with vicious kicks
and jabs, taking N cky to the ground, HARD. She GRABS THE
SWORD of f the ground.

ON A STUNNED NI CKY, as she gets her bearings and sees ZzZhil an
noving in, wielding the sword. In an instant, she grabs a
STICK of f the ground and junps back on her feet, holding it
li ke a bo staff.

Ni cky goes on the attack, striking at her, but Zhilan is too
qui ck, dodging each blow. Finally N cky spins the staff
over her head... the nove she's practiced over and over...
she junps and kicks... but JUST M SSES Zzhil an.

Ni cky STUMBLES... quickly ROLLING out of the way as Zhil an
SWPES at her with the sword. But a sudden HOT PAIN rips
t hrough her shoul der... she's been STABBED

BLOOD SPURTS t hrough her clothes as she staggers up... and
that's when she realizes she's at the edge of a SHEER CLI FF.

Zhil an ESCAPES into the night as the rocks beneath Ni cky's
feet CRUVBLE. .. sending her PLUVVETI NG i nto the darkness
below A sudden and tragic end to our hero's journey.

Qur CAMERA hangs a beat in the silence... and then slowy
TILTS DOMWN t he sheer rock face to discover... holy shit!
NI CKY' S ALI VE! Breathless and hanging on for dear |ife!

SMASH TO THE TI TLE

( CONTI NUED)
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KUNG FU
EXT. SAN FRANCI SCO -- DUSK

Establ i shing shots: The Col den Gate Bridge, Lonbard Street,
Fi sherman's Wharf, The TransAmerica Pyramd. ..

I NT. EVAN' S APARTMENT -- DUSK

EVAN HARDW CK (28, Andrew Garfield) arrives honme. He drops
his keys, his bag, wapping up a phone call --

EVAN
... because he defrauded his clients,
because he lied to investigators,

and. .. oh yeah...because he's guilty.
He hangs up.
NI CKY (O 'S.)
Evan.
Evan junps, terrified, dropping his phone -- it smashes on

the floor. He turns to find Nicky standing in his kitchen.
NI CKY ( CONT' D)

Sorry, |--
EVAN
Ni cky?! How did you--
NI CKY
I was gonna call, but I didn't know

what to say and--

Evan hugs N cky. She flinches fromthe wound in her shoul der.

EVAN
You okay? What's going on?

NI CKY
l... I"'mnot really sure where to
start.

EVAN
How about the part where you broke
up with ne out of the blue and then
went on a "cultural tour"” of China
you never cane back fronf?

NI CKY

| was ki nda hoping we could skip
that part.

( CONTI NUED)

14

15

* %

¥ % X X *



KUNG FU

A | ook between them as Nicky figures out how to explain..
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EVAN
Sorry... you break into soneone's

apartnment, it's house rules.

NI CKY
| emailed you.

EVAN
Once. To say you were staying in
China a LITTLE longer to "find
yoursel f". That was three years
ago.

NI CKY
W didn't really have the internet
where | --
(of f Evan's | ook)

I"'msorry. | didn't handle it well.
EVAN
Nope.
NI CKY
You know ny famly... all the
pressure, the expectations... ny
nom . .
EVAN
Yeah, | do. Very well. How nany
times did your nomtry to kill ne

with her spicy jian pong soup,
"testing my commitnent” to you? O
all the dinners where she nade
everyone speak only Chinese so |I'd
feel left out?

NI CKY

| shoul d've stuck up for you nore..

EVAN
| didn't care as long as we were
together. But when you ran off,
when you just gave up on us --

NI CKY
| didn't give up... I... | freaked
out .
(of f Evan)

But there wasn't a day that | didn't

t hi nk about you or miss you or w sh
that you were with me. | know t hat

doesn't make it okay... and you have

every right to hate nme --

( CONTI NUED)
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EVAN
| don't hate you... | nean, | did..
for along tinme... if we're being

really honest. But nostly | m ssed
ny best friend. And | was worried.
| wanted to know you were okay.

He gently noves a strand of hair off her face --

EVAN ( CONT' D)
So are you... okay?

A beat as Evan can see she's clearly not.
NI CKY

There's sonething | have to tel
you. The reason | came back

CUT TGO

I NT. EVAN' S APARTMENT -- LATER
Evan's stunned as N cky catches himup over a drink.

NI CKY
| pulled nyself up fromthe cliff..
made ny way down to the hospital
Soon as they patched ne up, | went
to the closest police station.

I NT. CHI NESE POLI CE STATION -- DAY ( FLASHBACK)
Mont age over voice over:

NICKY (V.0)
| made a full report. Gave them
everything | had.

- Nicky talks to the police in an interrogati on room

- Nicky draws a detailed rendering of zZhilan (she's a gifted
artist), as well as the tattoos on her hands.

NICKY (V.O ) (CONT' D)
But as soon as | nentioned sonet hing
about "Gaibian" | could feel a shift
happen.

- A FEMALE OFFI CER reacts but the Chief abruptly ends the
i nterrogation, exchanging | ooks as they usher N cky out...

I NT. EVAN' S APARTMENT -- N GHT
EVAN
Gai bi an?

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CKY
It neans..."changes". Sonething
about that word scared them

EXT. CH NESE VI LLAGE -- DAY ( FLASHBACK)
Ni cky follows the FEMALE OFFI CER as she heads honme.

NICKY (V.0)
I found a police officer who was
willing to talk. She told nme if I
wanted to find zhilan, the woman who
did this, I would need to go back to
Anerica, because that's where The
Gai bi an started.

INT. EVAN' S APARTMENT -- N GHT

NI CKY
| think it's a gang. |'ve tried to
| ook into them but | got nowhere.
EVAN
... Wiich is where | come in.
NI CKY
You're dialed in with the cops and

the D. A ...

She pulls out the drawi ng of the wonman and her tattoos.

NI CKY ( CONT' D)
This woman... Zhilan... she killed
Pei-Ling. | need you to help ne
bring her to justice.

EVAN
(taking in the sketch)
| used to inmagine the day you'd cone

back... but it never involved tracking
down an assassin and some anci ent
swor d.

NI CKY

You're the only one |I could turn to.
WIl you help ne?

EVAN
On one condition. You never ghost
me and blame it on bad Wfi again.

NI CKY
Prom se

( CONTI NUED)
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She hugs him They both smile at each other... ancient
chem stry starting to bubble through to the surface.

EVAN
You need a place to crash?

A | oaded nonment as N cky considers, then --

NI CKY
| do... I mean... no. 1'd like to,
but there's sonewhere | need to go.

EVAN
Do they know you're back?

NI CKY
(shakes head)
| didn't want to tell themin case |
changed my m nd.

EVAN
They m ght have a totally nessed up
ass- backwards way of showing it, but
underneath all the Chinese crazy is
a lot of love. You know that, right?

Ni cky forces a smile, not so sure, but appreciating the
encour agenent. She heads out --

EXT./I NT. CHEN FAM LY HOVE -- N GAT

Anxi ety washes over her as she takes in her famly hone.
The door opens to reveal... Nicky's father, JIN CHEN (50s,
Chow Yun-Fat) who stares at N cky in shock

NI CKY
Dad.

JI'N
Ni cky?!

He scoops her up in a BEARHUG tears filling his eyes.

JIN (CONT' D)
I"ve m ssed you so nuch

As Nicky steps into the foyer she notices Jin's BLACK EYE.

NI CKY

What happened? Are you okay?
JI'N

It's nothing... fell off a | adder.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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JIN (CONT' D)
(taking her in)
You | ook |ike you haven't eaten in
ages. Cone in, everyone's here...
tell us everything --

Ni cky hears voices and | aughter fromthe living room

NI CKY
Who' s everyone?

JI'N
The whole famly. Althea's bridal
gifts were just delivered.
(of f Nicky's | ook)
She's getting married.

14.*

Before N cky can react, she's interrupted by a SQUEAL as her

bi g sister ALTHEA (29, Fan Bi ngBing) rushes out and hugs her --

ALTHEA
NI CKY! ?

NI CKY
You | ook amazi ng.

ALTHEA
Mom s pre-wedding regi me. She has
me on these Chinese herbs that taste
i ke garbage... but |I'm dropping
pounds AND ny hair is super shiny...
totally worth it! Chnygod. You
haven't even seen this.

Al t hea shows of f her MASS|I VE ENGAGEMENT RI NG

NI CKY
Ww. |'mso happy for you --

ALTHEA
Wait... you don't know who, right?
Denni s!  Dennis Liul

NI CKY
The mat hl ete? From hi gh school ?
ALTHEA
(smling)

He's changed a little since then..

Al'thea | eads Nicky into the LIVING ROOM where she sees the
very handsome DENNIS LIU (32, Henry Gol ding).

DENNI S
Ni cky? Hi!

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CKY
Oh... hi. Beautiful ring.

DENNI S
Your sister picked it out.

Ni cky sees a table with fruits piled high as decoration in
the Chinese tradition. |In the center of the table are ornate
G FT BOXES covered in colorful silks.

RYAN (O S.)
You mss every famly event the | ast
three years, but show up for the
presents. Power nove, Sis.

Ni cky turns to see her brother RYAN (23, young Ross Butler)
in a W TE LAB COAT. He hugs her.

NI CKY
You-- what's with the lab coat?
You' re not a doctor yet...?

RYAN
Few nore years. Volunteering at the
conmunity center clinic.
(taking Nicky in)
Where's your robe and the shaved
head? This is such a |et-down.

ALTHEA
Thank god... 1'd have to give her
extensions for the weddi ng!

RYAN
(st age whi sper)
Meet Bridezill a.

ALTHEA
Heard t hat.

RYAN
So really... why are you back? And
don't tell me it's for bridesmaid
duty. ..

There's an edge to Ryan's attitude and N cky feels it.

NI CKY

ALTHEA
Does she need a reason to cone hone?
(shoots Ryan a | o0ok)
There's a gift with your name on it.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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ALTHEA ( CONT' D)
Denni s' nmom has anazing taste. |
can't wait to see what she got you

DENNI S
She was going to send it to you in
Chi na. ..

RYAN

To what address? W' ve had no idea
what rock she's been neditating on
the | ast three years.

Jin tries to defuse the tension

JI'N
You' ve cone at a good time. The
next event is this weekend... we

pi ck the weddi ng date!

RYAN
Super |low key... a fortune teller
and two hundred of our cl osest
friends. Full Chinese banquet.

Ni cky's mom MEl-LI (50's, Mchelle Yeoh) conmes in fromthe
kitchen with dunplings -- the whole room stops.

JI'N
Your daughter is hone.

MEI - LI
My daughter died three years ago.

Mei -Li turns around and heads back into the kitchen. A beat.

ALTHEA
That honestly went better than
t hought it woul d.

Of a gut-punched N cky --
I NT. CHEN FAM LY HOVE -- KITCHEN -- NI GHT
Mei -Li preps tapioca pudding as N cky enters.

NI CKY
Mm.. I'msorry --

MEI - LI
"Sorry"? For what? For disappearing
and making us worry for your |ife?
What did we do that nade you hate
home so nuch?

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CKY
It wasn't that | hated hone... you
know why | stayed away, what you did --

MEI - LI
What | did was nake sacrifices for
you. Al the tutors, gymastics
canps, coaches, piano, fencing,
soccer, Chinese..

Ww. She's been holding onto this for years.

MEI - LI ( CONT' D)

| could' ve used that noney for new
shoes or a face-lift like Ms. Lee
or Ms. Yang.

(shaki ng her head)
I woul d' ve thought living in China
woul d nake you see: "Sorry" is an
Anerican idea. One sinple word isn't
t he magi c eraser.

NI CKY
| know that...
MEI - LI
And if you were so miserable... why

didn't you speak up?

NI CKY
Because | was obedi ent and respectful.
The way you wanted nme to be.

MEI - LI
You' re so full of blame. Wy cone
back? Wiy are you here?

NI CKY
l... this was a n st ake.

Ni cky turns and heads out. ..
23 I NT. CHEN FAM LY HOVE -- FAM LY ROOM -- N GHT
Ni cky wal ks past her famly toward the front door..

JI'N
Ni cky, don't |eave.

NI CKY
She doesn't want ne here.

JI'N

I'll talk to her
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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JIN (CONT' D)
Cone by the restaurant |ater tonight,
or tonorrow. Please -- just don't

run away again.

NI CKY
Yeah okay. OCkay.

Ni cky heads out with one last |look to her famly...
EXT. CHEN FAM LY HOVE -- N GHT

Ni cky expl odes onto the street, conpletely overwhel med. She
| ooks back at her fam |y hone and then takes off...

EXT. SAN FRANCI SCO STREETS -- N GHT
A qui ck, DI SSOLVI NG MONTAGE of Nicky RUNNI NG -- through

Chinatown, to the Wharf, through the Marina to the Presidio..

EXT. CRISSY FI ELD -- N GHT

...Ncky finds herself at this quiet spot overlooking The
Gol den Gate Bridge, catches her breath --

NI CKY
(quietly, to herself)
| shouldn't have cone.
And then she hears --

PEI-LING (O S.)
You had to. The answers are here.

Pei-Ling steps into franme beside her. Holy shit! Is this a
ghost? A fignent of N cky's inmagination? Watever it is,
Nicky isn't startled or even surprised... but is conforted

by its presence. She |ooks at the vision of her old mentor -

NI CKY
I"mgoing to find your killer.
won't sleep until she pays.

PEI - LI NG
Vengeance is a water vessel with a
hole. It carries nothing but the

proni se of enptiness.

NI CKY
You told nme to stop her...but who is
she? Wy does she hate you so nmuch?

But of course Pei-Ling doesn't give up anything that Ni cky
doesn't already know. This is just her subconscious talking.

( CONTI NUED)
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PEI - LI NG
You will find the answers. But right
now, your famly is hurting. Just
like you are. You nust heal .

NI CKY
It was so nmuch sinpler at the
Monastery, Sifu. | wish | could go
back.

PEI - LI NG

There is nothing to go back to...
Cut wide to reveal N cky alone in the park.
EXT. CH NATOMN STREET -- N GHT

Ni cky approaches Lucky Dunplings, her famly's restaurant.
A LICHT is on inside. As she heads around the side, she
sees -- TWO CHI NESE MEN beating up an OLDER CH NESE MAN

NI CKY
HEY!  STOP!

The Shaolin in Nicky RUSHES in, ready to defend the victim
One of the Attackers sees her and quickly di sappears, but

t he second Attacker continues to punmel the man. As Nicky

comes closer, she's STUNNED to see... the victimis HER DAD

The Attacker punches Jin and he hits the ground with a THUD.

Ni cky quickly GRABS the Attacker from behind and then |aunches
into a series of powerful SNAP KICKS and PALM CHOPS. The
Attacker takes off running as N cky | ooks down to see her

dad i s UNCONSCI OUS.

She holds himin her arns --

NI CKY ( CONT' D)
DAD DAD'! Wake up

Of a panicked Nicky -- what the hell is going on?!
END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE
I NT. HOSPI TAL -- WAITI NG ROOM -- N GHT 28

Ni cky sits on one side of the waiting room her nother sits
on the other. Ryan and Althea take up the neutral space in-
bet ween. The DOCTOR (40s, femal e) approaches...

DOCTOR
Ms. Chen? The surgery went well...
your husband had a subdural henat ona.
But he's fine now... we stopped the
bl eeding with no conplications.

MEI - LI
Can we see hin®
DOCTOR
He's resting... he's had a | ot of

trauma to the body so he's going to
be quite sore. M suggestion is you
all go home and get sone sl eep..

Everyone | ooks to each other relieved. But sonething s been
on Nicky's mnd. As they head out --

NI CKY
Dad's black eye... was that really
an acci dent?

ALTHEA
What do you nean? He fell.
NI CKY
This whole thing is just strange. |
feel like |I'm m ssing sonething.
RYAN

Yeah, about three years.
Al 't hea shoots Ryan a | ook but he continues --

RYAN ( CONT' D)

A lot of stuff happened while you
were gone... stuff we've all had to
deal with while you were in the |otus
posi tion.

NI CKY
Ryan. .

RYAN

You have no right to cone back and
suddenly pretend to care.

( CONTI NUED)
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Ryan storns out followed by Mei-Li. A beat, then --

ALTHEA
Nice to not be under the hot lights
for a change. This is good for ne.
(of f Nicky's | oo0k)
Joking. You need to get sone sleep
You're staying with ne.

EXT. SAN FRANCI SCO -- MORNI NG ( ESTABLI SHI NG
I NT. ALTHEA' S GUEST ROOM -- DAY
Ni cky sits on the bed, sane clothes fromthe night before,

SKETCHI NG a detailed picture of the sword. Althea enters
with coffee as Nicky quickly puts the journal away.

ALTHEA
Still take it black?
NI CKY
Haven't had caffeine in three years...
ALTHEA
Geat! You'll be wired and stressed
out -- like you never |left hone.
NI CKY

How do you do it?

(of f Althea)
You' re always so chill. Dad's in
t he hospital, nmom s breathing down
your neck about wedding stuff, |
show up out of nowhere and you're in
full makeup with a smle at 7 am

ALTHEA
Priorities. Plus an edible.

NI CKY
So | should be nore vain and nedi cat ed
and life will be good?

Al t hea makes a face at her sister.

ALTHEA
Your problem was you al ways want ed
to please nom She took that and
ran with it.

NI CKY

Soneone had to. Ryan was the hothead
she couldn't control..

( CONTI NUED)
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ALTHEA
(rolls her eyes)
. Yet woul d never conplain about
because he was the only son
NI CKY
And you were never down for noms
crazy so she never even tried.
ALTHEA
Oh she tried. Renenber ballet? |
threw such an epic tantrumduring a
recital once -- nomburned all of mny
tutus. Literally. In a wok.
NI CKY
Vell |I'mjealous you figured out
life at the age of five.
(beat)
I's work still going well?
ALTHEA
Quit six nonths ago...
NI CKY
(surprised)
| thought you were going to branch
off into that software start-up --
ALTHEA
"Il probably go back to it, but you
only get married once... hopefully.
I have a big fat Chinese wedding to
pl an.
Ni cky notices a framed photo -- it's of herself and Ryan arm
in-arm.. a rem nder of when they were inseparable.
NI CKY
Ryan's been nmad at ne before, but
never like this.
ALTHEA
He was a ness for a long tinme after
you left. You were his best friend.
(of f Nicky)
It's not too |ate.
Of Nicky realizing where she has to go --
EXT. SAN FRANCI SCO STREETS -- DAY

Ni cky hops off a trolley as she heads through the fanous
Dragon Gate of Chinatown, talking on her cell --

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CKY

| ucky.

INT. DI STRICT ATTORNEY' S OFFI CE -- DAY

| NTERCUT wi th Evan on the phone,

EVAN
Thank god for that.

NI CKY
Any nore information on "Zhilan"? A
| ast name, a |ocation?

EVAN
My contacts are running everything
you gave ne about her through the
system But in the nmeantine, ny guy
at the FBI did give nme sonme intel on
this "Gaibian."

NI CKY
He'd heard of it?

EVAN
It lines up with a new American Triad
t hey' ve been tracking. He's sending
over what he's got.

NI CKY
That's great. | made sone new
sketches of the sword too. Maybe we
could track it... contact auction

houses or work with custons in case
it was snuggl ed out of China.

EVAN
Send it over. |'Il look into it.

NI CKY
Shoul d we neet up in a couple of
hours? Go over everything your FBI
friend sends you?

EVAN
W'l be lucky if he gets us anything
this week. These things take tine.

Ni cky is crushed. That feels too |ong.

EVAN ( CONT' D)
You're not alone in this...
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)

Dad's in recovery. W were really

surrounded by files.
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EVAN ( CONT' D)
(beat)
When you di sappeared, | realized you
nmust' ve felt |like you had no one to
turn to. But | was always here for
you --

She stops in the street, the old feelings for himreturning.

NI CKY
| know you were.

Ni cky arrives outside the Chinese Conmunity Center.

NI CKY ( CONT' D)
Hey... Ev, | have to go.

I NT. CH NESE COMMUNI TY CENTER -- CORRI DORS -- DAY

As Ni cky wal ks through the building we see the Center is a
vital part of the conmunity:

ELDERLY CHI NESE- AVERI CANS pl ay Mah-Jong in the REC ROOM
STRESSED- OUT STUDENTS do their honework in the LI BRARY
RECENT | MM GRANTS get a hot neal in the DI NI NG HALL.

Ni cky nakes her way to the CLIN C where she sees RYAN tal king
to a PATIENT. He comes outside...

NI CKY
Can you tal k?

RYAN
Not really.

NI CKY

Cone on. They still have Ping-Pong
around here?

(of f Ryan's nod)
Forehand topspin still your weakness?

Ryan gives her a look. [It's on.

RYAN
(yells to his team
Be back in a few

They wal k down the corridor, passing the EXERCI SE STUDI O
where a TAl CH class ends and OLDER STUDENTS stream out. ...

NI CKY
Li sten, about |ast night, | know -

HENRY CHU (32, Harry Shum, the hot instructor, also cones
out of the studio and sees N cky.

( CONTI NUED)
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HENRY

Hel | o.
NI CKY

Ch, hi...
RYAN

Henry...this is ny sonetines sister,

Ni cky.

Ni cky throws a | ook to Ryan at the not-so-subtle dig.

HENRY
Heard you trained with the Shaolins--

They're interrupted by one of the TAl CH LADIES --
TAI CH LADY
(re: Henry and N cky)
Very nice | ooking couple.

They' re both enbarrassed at her assunption --

HENRY
Ch... no, we're not --
TAI CH LADY
(to N cky)
Don't waste tine. You won't be gold

forever.
The Woman wal ks of f as Ryan | ooks to Nicky --
RYAN
Tick tock. Not |ong before you're
worth a penny on the w fe market.

Ni cky rolls her eyes at Ryan who's clearly enjoying this.

HENRY
Sorry. | get a lot of unsolicited
advice fromny Tai Chi crew.

NI CKY
"' m sure.

HENRY
Hey... if you ever need a studio...
or soneone to train wth--

RYAN
Easy, man. Doubt she'll be here

very | ong.

Ni cky throws her brother a | ook, then --

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CKY
| appreciate the offer.

Ni cky and Henry smile -- a hint of the chemstry to cone.

I NT. CH NESE COMMUNI TY CENTER -- PI NG PONG ROOM -- DAY

The Chinese national past-time. N cky and Ryan show of f
their skills as they face off in a conpetitive gane...

NI CKY
Al'l the "stuff" that happened...
what were you tal king about?

RYAN
Everything fell apart after you left.
You were the golden child... the
star athlete, the one with the perfect

gr ades.

(as they rally)
When you di sappeared, nmom was a nonth
shy of having birthed a ' Ha-ba-deu’
[ Harvard] graduate. |Instead she had
a col | ege drop-out who had a neltdown
and went m ssing.

NI CKY
That's one way of putting it.
RYAN
Momtook it out on Dad -- instead of

f at her-daughter fishing trips, he
shoul d' ve been doing nore flashcards.
But Dad gave it right back -- he

bl amed her for being a hard-ass Tiger
Mom who drove you away.

Ni cky hits a backhand wi nner down the line.

RYAN ( CONT' D)
They fought night and day... but
eventually they just... stopped.

NI CKY
St opped fighting?

RYAN
Fighting, talking... they w thdrew
fromall of us.

NI CKY
So mom bl anes nme for starting this
whol e spiral... and you bl anme ne

because you were left to deal.

( CONTI NUED)
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RYAN
| did everything I could. | was the
medi ator, the counselor, | turned

down Brown to go to SF Col |l ege.

NI CKY
(st unned)
Brown was your dream..
RYAN
Yeah, well, Althea was off | ocking
down Dennis. ..
NI CKY

And | was in the |otus position.

RYAN
You |l eft me here without an ally.
You were the only one who knew
ever yt hi ng.

Ni cky can see the pain behind Ryan's eyes.

NI CKY

You haven't told themyou' re gay?
RYAN

| sat them down a year ago... but

dad got all weird and nmomis stil
trying to find ne a wife...

NI CKY
Good ol d Chinese denial .
(a beat)
I"msorry -- | should ve been here
for you. 1 know |l let you down.

Ryan | ooks to his sister, slowy reconnecting again --

RYAN
You' re back now. Maybe you can find
out what the hell's going on with
Dad. You're the only one he'd ever
talk to.

I NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM -- DAY

ON JIN... bruised and bandaged in bed as the NURSE fi ni shes
taking his vitals. He sees NICKY in the doorway.

NI CKY
Dad... how are you feeling?

( CONTI NUED)
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JI'N
The doc says no dancing, but 1'l]
make it to Althea's banquet.

NI CKY
That's not still happening, is it?

JI'N
Your not her woul d wheel in my corpse
bef ore she' d cancel.

Ni cky and her father share a small laugh. A beat, then --
NI CKY
Dad, whatever's going on. No matter
what it is... you can tell ne.

(taking Jin's hand)
My sifu always said there are three
t hi ngs that cannot be hidden. The
sun, the noon, and the truth. 1 can
help if you let ne in.

Jin softens, seeing how much Nicky cares. A beat.

JI'N
I"msorry... for making you worry..
for making you conme hone to this --

But they're interrupted by --

MEI-LI (O S.)
| never neant to put you in danger.

They turn to see Mei-Li in the doorway | ooking at Jin.

MEI - LI ( CONT' D)
They raised our rent... expenses
kept going up. | was desperate...
so | took a loan froma |ongtine
custoner, Tony Liu.

I NT. LUCKY DUMPLI NGS -- DAY -- FLASHBACK

MOS FLASHBACK. In slow notion, TONY LIU, (40's, big,
charming) smles and conforts Mei-Li.

MEI-LI  (V.Q)
| thought | could trust him

I NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM -- DAY

Mei - Li

| ooks to her husband --

( CONTI NUED)
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MEI - LI

| didn't tell you because | knew

you'd say it was time to sell. This

was our dream
NI CKY

How much di d you borrow?
MEI - LI

$100, 000. But | couldn't keep up

with the paynents. |'ve been taking

catering jobs, asking everyone |
know for help..

JI'N
And now it's $350, 000.

Mei-Li and Nicky turn to Jin, STUNNED

A | ook of understandi ng between husband and wife...

JI'N (CONT' D)
Tony cane to nme two nonths ago. |
tried to handle it. | knew you were
scared and ashaned. ..

MEI - LI
The bl ack eye... it was Tony...

JI'N
He's not the man you think he is --
he's a dangerous crim nal.

NI CKY
If you' d just talked to each other --

MEI - LI
(realizing)
Your father was protecting ne...
like | was trying to protect him

t hat

through it all they were acting out of |ove and respect.

MEl - LI ( CONT' D)
What do we do now?

JI'N
W have seventy-two hours... or
they' Il destroy the restaurant and

cone after all of us.

W go off a gutted Mei-Li and N cky --

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWD

INT. DI STRICT ATTORNEY' S OFFI CE -- DAY

We're TIGHT ON a stress ball
as we reveal he's pacing in front of N cky.

EVAN
| don't even know what to say. First
this Gai bian thing and now you're
telling me your nmom borrowed noney
from Tony Liu?

NI CKY
My dad said he's a crimnal...

EVAN
More like THE crimnal. He runs
Chi natown. Money | aunderi ng, drugs,
guns. ..

NI CKY
Geat. So arrest him Gane over.

EVAN
He's too insulated. W arrested one
of his associates a few weeks ago...
soneone we hoped we could turn. Two
days later, w tness ended up dead,
and Tony's guy was back on the
streets.

NI CKY
So we build a case then. This guy's
a street thug preying on innocent
people. You're telling ne there's
not hi ng you can do?

EVAN
W' ve been trying... but no one wll
talk to us, the conmunity doesn't
trust the police, and honestly |
don't bl anme them

Ni cky takes this all in...

I NT. LUCKY DUMPLI NGS -- DAY

An energency fam |y neeting has been call ed.
Al thea and Ryan up on what's been goi ng on.

RYAN
Can't Dennis pay themoff? He's
| oaded right?

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CKY
No. People like this... you pay
t hem 350, they' |l nake it 500.

ALTHEA
Not sure we have a choi ce.

NI CKY
If he's squeezing nom and dad, he
nmust be doing it to other people in
the comunity.

RYAN
It's a pretty solid business nodel .
NI CKY
W need to find his other victins.
They' Il talk to us and we can get
that information to Evan... help him
build a case.
RYAN

Way woul d they open up to us?

NI CKY
W | ook like them speak the sane
| anguage, grew up here...

ALTHEA
One of the few tinmes not being white
has its advant ages.

NI CKY
Let's go out into the comunity...
see what we can find out.

ALTHEA
Shoul dn't we get the police involved?

RYAN
No way. Liu owns the cops. You
don't take over Chinatown w thout
backup. W have to do this oursel ves.
(beat)
W need all the help we can get --
"Il reach out to Henry.

Al thea, and Ryan heading out on a mssion --

I NT./EXT. CH NATOMWN -- DAY

MONTACE - -

Ni cky, her siblings, and Henry in the community.

CHI NATOMNN TEAHOUSE: N cky approaches the OMER behind the

counter.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHI NESE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT: Ryan sits at the counter and
chats up the WAI TRESS.

MODEST CHI NATOAN APARTMENT: Henry sits down with an OLDER

COUPLE. .. who becone nervous when he starts asking questions.

CH NATOMWN NI GHTCLUB: Althea flirts with the BARTENDER
EXT. CH NATOMN STREET -- DAY

Ni cky cones out froma NAIL SALON, frustrated -- she's getting
nowhere. She takes a nonent to regroup, staring into a store

wi ndow when she hears..

PEI-LING (O S.)
Faith nakes the inpossible possible.

Ni cky | ooks to see PEI-LING S REFLECTION in the store w ndow.

NI CKY
But we're running out of tinme. Wat
if I can't save ny famly... just
like I couldn't save you?

PEI - LI NG
Concern yourself with only what you
can control... the future.

Ni cky turns around to face Pei-Ling... but she's GONE. A
beat as she contenpl ates her words... just as Henry cones
out of a hardware store and joins...

HENRY
Hey... any | uck?

NI CKY
Not hi ng so far.

As Henry passes people, they wave and give himsniles.

NI CKY ( CONT' D)
You' re |ike the mayor.

HENRY
It's not me, it's all ny grandna...
she raised me -- everyone in Chi nat own
knew her. She was a seanstress for
the silk shop on Grant Street.

NI CKY
I think my nom got ny cheongsam nmade
there for ny first birthday.
(beat)
She rai sed you?

( CONTI NUED)
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HENRY
My parents died when | was twel ve.
Car acci dent.
(of f Nicky)
My grandma pushed nme into marti al
arts. To focus on sonething other
than my reality, | guess.

Ni cky | ooks to Henry, seeing a new side to him One she can
really relate to.

NI CKY
Peace through fighting... my mentor,
Pei-Ling, used to say that to ne.
They share a smle as they join up with Ryan on the corner.

RYAN
Anyt hi ng?

Henry shakes his head as --

NI CKY
No one's tal king.
RYAN
Same... | busted out.

Al thea cones around the corner, joins --

ALTHEA
| got sonething.

Everyone turns to Althea, surprised.

ALTHEA ( CONT' D)
The bartender's cousin owns the 99
cent store around the corner. Her
nane's Cindy Deng and she's a single
nom She's been asking famly and
friends for loans. Could be
sonet hi ng. ..

As they head toward the store --

RYAN
(to N cky)
You should go in.

ALTHEA
I"msorry, did N cky squeeze herself
into a dress from her clubbing days
to get the dirt?

( CONTI NUED)
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RYAN

I just think Nicky will have better

[uck... she's..

(of f Nicky's | ook)

What? | was gonna say approachabl e.
ALTHEA

And ' m not ?
RYAN

You can cone off a little... fancy.
ALTHEA

What does that even nean?

RYAN
Althea. W're canvassing the 'hood.
Why are you wearing heel s?

Henry wat ches the sibling dynam c, anused --

HENRY
"Il let you guys sort this one out...
I"mgoing to try the liquor store.

As Henry splits off, Ryan and Althea | ook to N cky.

NI CKY
kay fine... ne and ny practical
shoes will handl e this.

I NT. CHI NESE 99 CENT STORE -- DAY 42

Ni cky pretends to shop as she watches Cindy stocking shel ves.
Ci ndy gl ances over at her daughter, BRENDA (12) who's secretly
wat chi ng a video on her Phone.

Cl NDY
Brenda! No Youtube until you finish
your honewor k!

C ndy shoots her daughter a stern | ook and she pronptly puts
away t he phone. N cky makes her way over to Brenda --

NI CKY
| used to hate Chi nese honmewor k to0o0.
Can | show you a trick?

Ni cky grabs a pencil and draws a STICK FlI GURE.

NI CKY ( CONT' D)
Thi nk of Chi nese characters as little
ittle

peopl e drawings. See.... this |
guy' s running.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CKY ( CONT' D)
Make his leg stick out... the bottom
part of the character for "run".

BRENDA

(getting it)
Can you show ne nore?

EXT. CHI NESE 99 CENT STORE -- CONTI NUOUS

Wiere Ryan and Althea are waiting.

ANGLE ON: TWO CHI NESE HEAVI ES com ng around the corner where

t hey spot Ryan and Althea. Heavy 1 pulls out his phone.

CLOCSE ON PHONE: PHOTCS of Ryan at the seafood restaurant and

RYAN
Swans... like live animals...?
ALTHEA
They synbolize peace and prosperity.
RYAN
O bacteria and disease... you really

want those things flying around your
reception?

ALTHEA
They're trained. ..

Al thea at the club

Clearly they' ve been wat ched.

I NT. CHI NESE 99 CENT STORE -- CONTI NUOUS

Ni cky hel ps Brenda as G ndy approaches, grateful.

Cl NDY
Good trick. Thank you
(beat)
"' m C ndy.
NI CKY
Ni cky Chen. | grew up around the
corner. M parents own Lucky
Dunpl i ngs.
Cl NDY
| heard about your father. 1s he
okay?

( CONTI NUED)
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We cut back outside --

As the heavi es approach..
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NI CKY
He's in the hospital... we were
fortunate. This tine.

Cindy realizes the real reason N cky's here and noves her
away from her daughter, keeps her voice |ow --

Cl NDY
They' re taki ng over our city.

NI CKY
Which is why we have to fight back
| know you' ve been affected too.

Cl NDY
(tenses)
You shoul dn't be here.

NI CKY
| have peopl e who can hel p us.

Cl NDY
They said they'd kill nme if | tal ked.
| have to | ook out for my daughter.

NI CKY
She' Il never grow up free of al
this if you don't take a stand.
I"ve seen it with my own famly..

A beat as Cindy considers, |ooking to her daughter, then --

Cl NDY
l-- | can't.

And that's when... SOVETH NG CATCHES N CKY' S EYE outsi de --
the two Chi nese HEAVIES confront Ryan and Althea. Suddenly
one of the heavies pulls a KNIFE! N cky takes off --

EXT. CH NESE 99 CENT STORE -- DAY

45

Wiere she finds Heavy 1 with a knife on a terrified Althea --

NI CKY
Let go of ny sister!

The man turns as Nicky JABS his solar plexus with her heel,
knocking the wind out of him It's just enough of a w ndow
to KICK AWAY THE KNI FE and KNOCK himto the ground.
RYAN
(grabbi ng Althea)
You okay?

But as Althea gasps for breath... Heavy 2 attacks.

( CONTI NUED)
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Al'thea and Ryan watch in AVE as N cky engages in a HAND TO
HAND battle with Heavy 2 -- VICl OUS KI CKS, ELBOW JABS, AND
FI NALLY AN ARM BAR t hat breaks his bone. He scurries away
as a breathless Nicky | ooks to her siblings who stand frozen.

RYAN ( CONT' D)
| totally underestimted what you
were doing at that nonastery...

But just then, TWO MORE ATTACKERS ( Shaven Head Man and Tal |
Man) come around the corner

NI CKY
Get back!

Ni cky shoves her siblings into the alley. They turn to
protest, but it's too late. N cky's gone into FULL ATTACK
MODE. She CHARCES the Attackers head-on.

Ryan frantically calls 911 as Althea watches her sister bust
out nmore Kung Fu noves. But suddenly Shaven Head Man reaches
into his pocket... Althea sees the GLI NT OF METAL.

ALTHEA
Ni cky! Qun!

Ni cky turns to see the man pull his gun... he has her in his
sights and is about to pull the trigger when..

HENRY cones in from behi nd, TWSTS Shaven Head Man's arm at
an unnatural angle, the GUN DROPPI NG

Ni cky and Henry work in unison: Henry fighting Shaven Head
Man and Nicky taking on Tall Man. N cky's Kung Fu noves
perfectly conplenent Henry's Wng Chun sequences.

But Shaven Head Man won't go down easy. He CHARGES Henry.
Ni cky takes down Tall Man and turns to see Shaven Head Man
about to CHOKE Henry out. She RACES in with a H GH KI CK
HEEL JAB to Shaven Head Man's throat. As he drops --

HENRY
Thanks for the assist.

Sweaty, breathless, and RELIEVED... she smles at him

NI CKY
Ri ght back at you.

Of N cky and Henry, their bond growi ng stronger as Althea
and Ryan come out fromthe alley, stunned and relieved..

END OF ACT TWO




46

47

KUNG FU PI LOT NETWORK DRAFT 1-17-20 38. *
ACT THREE
INT. CHEN FAM LY HOWVE -- KITCHEN -- DAY 46

Ni cky sits at the kitchen table, icing her wounds as Althea
and Ryan talk to Mei-Li at the kitchen sink --

ALTHEA
... The guy wasn't gonna |let me go.
If Nicky hadn't come in when she
did...

Al'thea gets enotional as she | ooks to her little sister --

RYAN
It was pretty incredible. She did
this crazy high-kick-conbo-punch..
t ook down a guy tw ce her size.

MEI - LI
(to N cky)

Quite the hero you' ve becone.

NI CKY
| don't know about - -

MEI - LI
A foolish hero... going after these
peopl e even when you knew how
dangerous it was. | alnost |ost
your father... are you trying to

make ne | ose ny children too?
Mei-Li nmoves to wal k out, but Nicky stands firm --

NI CKY
W're in this situation because of
you and all of your secrets.

Mei-Li freezes -- this is the FIRST TIME N cky has ever spoken
back to her like this. Everyone braces for Mi-Li's response,
but to their surprise, she stanmers --

MEI - LI
You're right... this is all ny fault.

Mei -Li wal ks out of the room defeated. Of everyone's stares --
I NT. CHEN FAM LY HOVE -- CORRI DOR/ MASTER BEDROOM - - DAY 47
Ni cky heads down the hall to find her nom when she catches a
glinpse of Mei-Li in her bedroom She watches her a beat,

then enters where we see... Mei-Li is pulling out jewelry
and other famly heirl oons.

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CKY
Mom .. what are you doi ng?
(eyeing the jewelry)
The necklace fromdad... and grandma's
jade ring... the engagenent presents
fromDennis's famly. ..

MEI - LI
| can get $10,000 for all of this,
maybe nore

NI CKY
You can't sell these...

As Mei-Li contenplates the jade her nother gave her --

MEI - LI
My parents always told ne it would
never work... comng to this country

to chase after ny dream

NI CKY
What are you tal ki ng about? Naina
and Yeye were so proud of you.

MEI - LI
Eventual ly... after the restaurant
was a success. But they stil
rem nded me how I |eft China against
their w shes...

NI CKY
You ran away?

MEI - LI
O course not. | would never do

that to my parents.

(of f Nicky, touché)
But | didn't follow their plan for
me. They didn't speak to nme for
years... not until Althea was born.

NI CKY
So grudge-hol ding is genetic.

Mei -Li gives her a |ook...

MEI - LI
You and |... we're the sanme. |
shoul dn't have been so surprised
when you ran away.

NI CKY
You told ne you were sending ne on a
cul tural tour of China...
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EXT. GREAT WALL OF CHI NA -- DAY ( FLASHBACK) 48

Ni cky stands with her TOUR GROUP, all wearing matching tee-
shirts, all Chinese-Anerican as their guide teaches them
about the Great \Wall.

NI CKY (V. Q)
But that's not what it was. You
sent ne hal f-way across the world to
| and a Chi nese husband.

| NT. RESTAURANT -- DAY ( FLASHBACK) 49

Ni cky wal ks into the nodest restaurant and is stunned to
find the room has been set up with small tables with place-
cards on them One nmale and one fenal e per table.

The TOUR GROUP LEADER (30s, Chinese-Anerican, fenale) explains--
TOUR GROUP LEADER
Wl conme to speed dating! Wen you
hear the bell...rotate! Good | uck!

Nicky's face fills with horror. This is a MATCH MAKI NG TOUR!
WIF?!  Nicky starts breathing hard, FREAKI NG QUT

TOUR GROUP LEADER ( CONT' D)
You okay?

NI CKY
(gasping for breath)
l... | need air...

Ni cky RACES out of the building... and out into the now
famliar village of Yuanyuang. She sees the giant TOUR BUS
parked out front and RUNS... AWAY fromit to the end of the
vill age, hopping in the back of a beat-up PICKUP truck to
HI DE just as she spots Tour Leader |ooking for her.

Ni cky remains hidden until... a FIGURE gets in the cab to
drive. Nicky stays perfectly still -- she's trapped. |If
she gets out, the Tour Leader will see her.

The Figure starts the engine... and then turns back to face
Ni cky as we see... |T S PEI-LING

NI CKY ( CONT' D)
Pl ease. Don't say anything.

PEI - LI NG
Way woul d I nake a decision that
woul d i npact your life?
(of f Nicky)
You nake the path that you |ive.
Your life. Your choice.

( CONTI NUED)
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Ni cky REACTS to those words as we cut back to..

I NT. CHEN FAM LY HOVE -- MASTER BEDROOM -- DAY

Ni cky | ooks to her nom --

NI CKY
That was the first tinme anyone told
me | had a choice in anything.

MEI - LI
This i s nonsense --

NI CKY

You nade ne |earn the Harvard fight
song on the piano when | was five!

(of f Mei-Li)
Every sport, every instrunent... it
was all engineered by you so |I'd get
i nto your dream school

(beat)
And you knew | |oved Evan, but al
you cared about was that he was white,
so you pushed me to break up with
himjust in tinme for you to pick ny
Chi nese husband.

Mei -Li | ooks to her daughter, finally at a | oss for words.

NI CKY ( CONT' D)
In that nonent on the back of that
truck, | got clarity.

EXT. MONASTERY -- DAY ( FLASHBACK)

Pei-Ling drives as Nicky sits shotgun up the wi ndy road...

finally arriving at the nonastery gates. Pei-Ling |eads
Ni cky inside where she's struck by the QU ET SERENI TY.

NICKY (V.0)
Pei-Ling offered to et nme stay at
t he nonastery that night while |
arranged ny plane ticket hone...

Pei -Ling | eads N cky through the main courtyard where the
nonks practice Kung Fu. N cky watches, MESMERI ZED.

NI CKY ( CONT' D)
But | saw sonething that | wanted to

be a part of... and | didn't want to
leave... | couldn't |eave..

(beat)
These women were warriors... SO

power ful ...

41. ~*
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| NT. MONASTERY -- TEMPLE -- DAY ( FLASHBACK)
Ni cky watches as the nonks neditate in SILENCE a beat.

NI CKY (V.0)
... And at peace with their own
sel ves. They knew who they were.
And | wanted to be |ike them

Ni cky joins, self-conscious, but then she CLOSES HER EYES. ..

NICKY (V.O ) (CONT' D)
| thought | would stay for a week,
maybe a nonth... that 1'd find
sonething in the silence up there.
That maybe away fromthe pressure to
be what you wanted ne to be... that
I"d finally figure out what | wanted.

I NT. CHEN FAM LY HOVE -- MASTER BEDROOM - - DAY
Ni cky | ooks to her nom --

NI CKY
But even at mny happiest, | knewl'd
caused a lot of pain. Right before
she died... Pei-Ling told ne to cone
hone... to try to heal... but I've
sonehow nmanaged to do the opposite.
(beat)

I"ve put us all in danger, just like
you said. | thought I was Shaolin...
that | could help the weak fight the
powerful ... but maybe |I was wrong.

Mei-Li takes this all in... clearly noved and pai ned by
hearing this, finally understanding N cky's struggle.

MEI - LI
Ni cky --

She's about to say sonething when -- Nicky's phone rings.

MEl - LI ( CONT' D)
You should take it.

NI CKY
No. It can wait.

MEI - LI
It's Evan, it could be inportant.

Mei-Li exits. N cky answers.

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CKY
Evan?

INT. DI STRICT ATTORNEY' S OFFI CE -- DAY

| NTERCUT with Evan on the phone at his desk, studying a file
on his conputer

EVAN

I think I found your nystery wonan.
NI CKY

Zhilan?!  \Wo is she?
EVAN

If the IDis right, she's one of
Interpol's nost wanted crim nals.
Details are sketchy, but she's
suspected of running crimnal ops
around the world. Everything from
arns deals to assassinations. Zhang
Zhi | an has big pl ans.

NI CKY
Wait. What's her nane?!

EVAN
Zhang. Zhang Zhil an.

QU CK FLASH to the rice fields as Pei-Ling opens up to Nicky:

PEI - LI NG
I had a very different life before |
was your Sifu. You would not have
recogni zed the old Zhang Pei - Li ng.

QUI CK FLASH to the burning nonastery:

ZH LAN
| should have killed her a long tine
ago. . .
Back to Ni cky, STUNNED, as she realizes --
NI CKY
Oh ny god... Zhang... they nust be
rel at ed.
EVAN
What ?!
NI CKY

Pei -Ling and Zhilan were sisters!
(piecing it together)

Pei - Li ng spoke about her difficult

past... what drove her to the

nonastery. |t was because of Zzhil an.

( CONTI NUED)
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EVAN
Tal k about opposites -- a peaceful
nonk and a vicious assassin wlling
to kill her own sister.

NI CKY

(realizing)
Pei-Ling ran fromher famly and
found sanctuary at the nonastery...
just like I did.

(of f Evan)
She had a | ot of regret about it...
that's why she kept pushing ne to
fix things at hone.

EVAN
Man, and you thought your famly was
nmessed up

As this all lands and N cky realizes why Pei-Ling felt such
a deep connection to her, Althea peeks her head in --

ALTHEA
You won't believe who's here.

CHEN FAM LY HOME -- FAMLY ROOM -- DAY
Ni cky enters to find CINDY fromthe 99 cent store,.

NI CKY

G ndy --
Cl NDY

I"msorry to come to your hone.
NI CKY

I's everything okay?

C ndy | ooks to Nicky --

Cl NDY
| saw what you did to protect your
brot her and your sister... the way
you stood up to those nen.

NI CKY
| was just doing what | coul d--

Cl NDY
No. Please don't be nodest. 1've
been praying for soneone like you to
show up. .

(of f Nicky)

| want to help. 1'Il tell you

everything | know about Tony Liu.
Of Nicky, finally feeling HOPE --
END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
INT. DI STRICT ATTORNEY' S OFFI CE -- DAY

Ni cky and Evan nmeet in his office. Through the glass w ndow
we see Cindy giving a statenment to one of the ADAs.

NI CKY
You have everything you need, right?
Evi dence Tony Liu used Cindy's store
to | aunder noney and cc footage of
Liu' s guys... plus Cndy's willing
to testify.

EVAN
It's an incredible break...

NI CKY
I"msensing a "but" here..

EVAN
Al'l of this helps, but Liu s weasel ed
his way out of charges before. W
need a snoking gun.

NI CKY
The only undeniable thing is that we
have 48 hours until Liu conmes after
ny entire famly... if they' re even
sticking to that tineline. You said
it yourself, the last w tness that
tried to go after Liu ended up dead.

EVAN
"1l arrange for protective custody
and a detail on your house. In the
nmeantime, |I'll see if | can connect

the dots with some of ny | eads.

NI CKY
What ki nd of |eads?
EVAN
Secret bank accounts, shel
conpani es... these guys have al
ki nds of ways of hiding their noney.
NI CKY
Let me take a |l ook... you know I'm
good with nunbers. ..
EVAN
These are classified docunents. |f
they get out, | lose ny job, ny
career, everything...
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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EVAN ( CONT' D)
(of f Nicky's despair)
... Wiich is why you need to guard
themw th your life.

Of Nicky, determ ned -
I NT. CHEN FAM LY HOVE -- KITCHEN -- NI GHT

ON A CRAZY MURDER BOARD: MJG SHOTS OF CRI M NALS, POST-ITS,
RED STRI NG CONNECTI NG EVI DENCE TO EACH OTHER. .

Ni cky studies her creation as Althea, Ryan, and Evan peruse
files at the table. Mei-Li brings in hot food --

MEI - LI
Scal | i on pancakes. You nust eat to
t hi nk.
As she heads out --
ALTHEA
Just like high school... nmom feeding

us |l ate-night, N cky making crazy
vi sual aids, Ryan making " thinking
face", Evan nmaking grand romantic
gestures. ..

(of f Evan's | ook)

O just being a good friend.

Ni cky turns fromthe board --

NI CKY
W know Cindy sent all the fake
earnings to a conpany called "Flinders
Enterprises”. ..

EVAN
So if we follow the noney trail, it
should lead us right to Liu.

ALTHEA
Let me take a | ook at those
transacti ons agai n.

Al t hea does sone quick typing as Nicky stands up to stretch.

She notices the BACKGROUND on Evan's phone... a CABIN

NI CKY
That cabin... it looks just like the
one we used to sneak into.

EVAN

It is... except it's mne now.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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EVAN ( CONT' D)
(of f Nicky)
My aunt left me a little noney when
she died... got it dirt cheap and
fixed it up. Qur old clinmbing tree's
gone, but | planted a newone in its
pl ace.

Ni cky smles at the nenories as --

RYAN
Ckay, Gatsby.

ALTHEA
(reacts while typing)
Wait a sec... think I got sonething!
Looks |i ke Flinders has been on a
spendi ng spree today... lots of
international wire transfers.

EVAN
You hacked in?
ALTHEA
| prefer "creative firewall junping."
NI CKY
(to Evan)

You didn't hear that.

ALTHEA
"' m seei ng paynents for rented dock
space, trucks, private security...they
dropped a | ot of cash six hours ago.

RYAN
Sonet hi ng' s goi ng down. . .
(to Evan)

If he's using the docks, it could be
for anything. Smuggling weapons,
drugs, people, right?

But Ni cky sees Evan's conflicted.

NI CKY
"Il call in an anonynous tip. You
can follow up fromthe inside.

EVAN
Okay. |I'"Il make sure the police

scope out the docks tonight.

( CONTI NUED)
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RYAN
Wait... you're gonna hand this over

to the sane cops that let Liu take
over Chinatown? You're joking, right?

EVAN

It's time to bring in the authorities.

Ryan is outraged, his tenper rising --

RYAN

The cops are gonna turn a blind eye.

(of f everyone's | ooks)

Do you have any idea how many peopl e
come into the clinic with knife wounds
and torture marks... they abuse wonen,
Even children. These people are

ani mal s.

NI CKY

W don't have a choice. Evan's on
t he inside and can see this through.

RYAN

And if he can't... then what?

Ryan throws up his arns as N cky | ooks to Evan --

EVAN
"Il keep you posted.

EXT. SAN FRANCI SCO -- ESTABLI SH -- N GHT

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM CORRI DOR -- NI GHT
ON A GRATEFUL JIN lying in his hospital

JI'N
Thank you.

NI CKY

bed | ooking to N cky --

Don't thank ne yet, but it |ooks

proni si ng.

Jin | ooks over to a hopeful Mei-Li and Althea.

MEI - LI

More good news. The doctor says you

can go home tonight.

ALTHEA

We'll go deal with the paperwork.

As Althea and Ni cky head out --

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CKY
Have you heard from Ryan? He was
supposed to neet us here after he
checked in at the clinic.

ALTHEA
No... | sent hima text too.
(takes out her phone)
"Il track him

NI CKY
You can do that?
(of f Althea's | ook)
Right. Probably a |ot easier than
breaking into the international
banki ng system

ALTHEA
| gave Ryan his phone... | can see
where he is anytine | want.
NI CKY
That's not creepy.
. ALTHEA
(typing)
no, no, no... He's down at the

docks. Wiat's he thinking?' He's
going to get hinself killed!

Ni cky takes off.

ALTHEA ( CONT' D)
Wait! N cky! You can't go al one --

But Ni cky's gone.
EXT. DOCKS -- N GHT

Ni cky arrives at deserted Pier 32... |ooking around for any
sign of Ryan. She heads inside the warehouse buil ding..

I NT. WAREHOUSE ON THE DOCKS -- N GHT

Ni cky searches through storage roons and corridors... nothing.

She comes around a corner, sees a FI GURE up ahead. She cones
up frombehind in stealth node and GRABS HHM spinning him
around and pinning himin an ARM BAR as we reveal ... RYAN

NI CKY
You can't be here. W have to go!

She sees he has a bag with CAVERA EQUI PMENT.

( CONTI NUED)
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RYAN
I"mgetting the evidence we need.

NI CKY
This is a slamdunk for the police.
They' Il be here. Let's go.

RYAN
Don't you get it... we're invisible.
They don't care. Not about us.

They're interrupted by... A PANEL VAN pulling into the
bui l ding. Followed by a BLACK SUV... driven by Tony Liu!
SHI T!' Nicky and Ryan QUICKLY DUCK into a dark corner as...

FOUR CHI NESE HENCHMEN unl oad CRATES fromthe VAN. Tony goes
to inspect the goods with his TWO HEAVI ES who open the crates.

I NSI DE WE SEE. .. H GH POAERED WEAPONS! AK-47s, AR-15s, enough
ammo and clips to start a snmall war. ..

Ryan snaps photos -- all the evidence they need to go straight
to the press when... A HENCHVAN SPOTS THEM

HENCHVAN
OVER THERE

Ni cky and Ryan DUCK FOR COVER as the Henchnen grab their
GUNS, SHOOTI NG at them

Of Nicky grabbing her brother as they dodge bullets, RUNN NG
FOR THEIR LI VES - -

END OF ACT FQUR
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ACT FIVE
| NT. WAREHOUSE ON THE DOCKS -- NI GHT
ON NI CKY AND RYAN racing through the bowels of the buil ding.

NI CKY
Thi s way!

Ni cky races off first toward an exit, but as Ryan goes to
follow, he's cut off by a HENCHVAN who rounds the corner and
COLD COCKS himwith the butt of his GUN.

Ni cky turns around just in time to see Ryan go down HARD.
The Henchman ains his gun, about to shoot to kill Ryan --

NI CKY ( CONT' D)
NOOO! !

She CHARGES... RUNNING and JUWPI NG into A POAERFUL Kl CK. .
KNOCKI NG t he weapon out of the Henchman's hand... sending
hi m FLYI NG back.

She FACES off with the Henchman in a brutal hand-to-hand
fight. She PUNCHES -- BAM ELBOWS -- SLAM And DEFLECTS
as a FINAL LEG SWEEP catches the Henchman of f guard and he

| ands flat, his neck snapping back as his head hits concrete.

Ni cky races to her brother on the ground --

NI CKY ( CONT' D)
Ryan! Ryan! W have to go!

But as she tries to shake Ryan awake. .

THREE MORE ATTACKERS suddenly surround her... just |ike Pei-
Li ng was surrounded at the nonastery.

ON NI CKY AS WE FLASH TO
THE MONASTERY: Pei-Ling eyes her Three Attackers.

THE WAREHOUSE. Thoughts of Pei-Ling strengthen Nicky's
resol ve as she takes on the Henchman one- by- one.

In a series of STYLISTIC | NTERCUT SHOTS, N cky's noves echo
Pei-lLing's as if her nentor is there quiding her.

QUI CK FLASH TO THE MONASTERY: Pei -Ling takes down an Attacker
with a vicious high kick to the jaw. ..

BACK I N THE WAREHOUSE: CRACK! Ni cky knocks out her Henchman
with the same nove

( CONTI NUED)
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FLASH TO THE MONASTERY: Pei-Li ng EXTENDS HER HEELS in a S| DE
HEEL KI CK cat ching her Attacker off guard.

IN THE WAREHOUSE: N cky takes her Attacker off his feet with
a simlar SNAP KICK TO THE KNEES, using a nearby CHAIR as an
i mprovi sed weapon and SMASHI NG it over his head.

Ni cky rushes back to the spot where Ryan was knocked
unconscious... only he's not there!

Ni cky | ooks around in horror when sonething catches her eye...

Ryan chasing after Tony Liu on the other end of the warehouse
as he tries to escape.

Ni cky RACES after them outside to...
EXT. DOCKS -- MOMENTS LATER

Where Ryan faces off with Liu on the pier. As Liu pulls his
gun, Ryan uses a di scarded WOOD BEAM | i ke a bat, knocking
the GUN out of Liu's hands. They get into a scrappy

FI STFI GHT. . .

Ni cky approaches wi el ding an OLD METAL PIPE |i ke a bo-staff...
just as Liu puts Ryan in a CHOKEHOLD.

NI CKY
Get away fromhim

Liu | ooks up to see Nicky holding the nmetal pipe over her
head. He rel eases Ryan who CHOKES and GASPS FOR BREATH as
he col | apses onto his knees.

Ni cky SPINS the inprovised staff and then attacks, but Liu
is atrained fighter and defl ects her noves. N cky is
relentless, attacking with the bo-staff until... her foot
suddenly gets caught... she | ooks down to see the wood on
the pier is rotted.

She manages to pull her foot out, along with the splintered
beam | eaving a HOLE in the pier. Liu now has the advantage.
He grabs the discarded WOOD BEAM Ryan was using and sw ngs
HARD at Nicky... she JUST manages to duck... ROLLING into
crouch stance. Ready to strike.

Liu and Nicky face off again. Liu takes a swi pe at Ni cky,
pushing her closer to the rotted wood. W see she's
dangerously close to getting her foot caught again... but
she quickly rotates as she SLAMS the staff into Liu's torso.

Liu reels back, the wind knocked out of him.. as N cky
attacks again, a final SC SSOR KICK sending himdown into a
pile of crates as she hurls herself on top of him

( CONTI NUED)
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Li u grabs one of the splintered pieces of wood to take a
swi pe at Nicky. He makes contact with her shoulder... the
sane one that was sliced by Zhilan in the nonastery attack.
Ni cky SCREAMS in agony, BUT she manages to PIN H M DO/N.

TONY LI U
You may have stopped ne, but you'l
never stop us. W know no obstacl e.

Ni cky reacts... the famliar words echoing as we flash to..
EXT. SMALL FARM I N YUNNAN PROVI NCE -- DAY ( FLASHBACK)
Pei -Ling faces off with zZhilan who warns --

ZH LAN
Gai bi an knows no obst acl e.

EXT. DOCKS -- N GHT
Ni cky is STUNNED as she reali zes...

NI CKY
You're Gaibian. How big is this
t hing? How many of you are there?

As Nicky reels, Liu nakes one |ast desperate nove, HEAD
BUTTING NICKY to free hinmself and LUNG NG for the gun that
skittered away earlier

He SPI NS AROUND, gun trained on N cky, but she's too quick --
she's grabbed that old pipe off the ground. Sheer

determ nation on her face as she SPINS it, working her way
up to that sane conbo she's been struggling with... the one
she couldn't land to take down Pei-Ling' s killer.

Ni cky spins and connects a PONERFUL KICK to Liu's throat.
She FINALLY nails it, finishing himoff with a whack to the
torso with the bo staff sending Liu FLYI NG BACK. .

But in one | ast desperate nove, he CHARGES back toward her..
only the rotting wood underneath his feet SUDDENLY d VES
VAY. .. CRAAACK!

Liu | ooks down just as the wood beans splinter, sending him
PLUMVETI NG down to the HARD CONCRETE BOAT LANDI NG bel ow.

Ni cky races over to | ook through the hole in the dock to see
Liu's lifeless body below Of a shocked Nicky, we hear...

The haunting sounds of a banmboo flute and erhu as we...
EXT. SAN FRANCI SCO -- DUSK

... Fly over the water, past Al catraz and the Col den Gate
Bridge and over the city down into the streets of Chi natown.

( CONTI NUED)
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The sweepi ng and enotional music bringing us to...
| NT. BANQUET HALL -- NI GHT

A banquet hall filled with RED LANTERNS, RED PARASCOL FLOWER
ARRANGEMENTS, and RED PLACE SETTINGS... the roomis bathed

in the color of good fortune. N cky, dressed in a TRADI TI ONAL
CH NESE S| LK DRESS, hel ps her dad, also in TRADI TI ONAL GARB
inside. He stops just inside the entrance, |ooks to N cky --

JI'N
| want you to know... you've given
our famly a second chance.

Ni cky nods, appreciating her dad's words, but deflecting--~

NI CKY
Just glad Althea didn't have to cancel
t hi s.
(poi nting)

Are those dragon dancers?

Jin realizes Nicky isn't confortable with the praise. He
| ooks where she's pointing --

JI'N
| believe they're fire-eaters.

Ni cky | eads Jin to Mei-Ling who stands beside Al thea, Dennis,
and Dennis' famly (all in traditional dress) sitting at the
HEAD TABLE besi de the FORTUNE TELLER (nul e, 60s).

The GUESTS gat her around as the Fortune Teller consults his
cal endar and a thick CH NESE ALMANAC... matching up birthdates
and times, the position of the nmoon... until...

FORTUNE TELLER
May 30, 2022 at 3:30 in the afternoon
is the nost auspicious date and tine
for Althea and Dennis to wed!

The party erupts into applause as Dennis kisses his bride.

Ri ght on cue, the MJSI C KICKS UP and the CH NESE RI BBON
DANCERS begin to performon stage. Mei-Li approaches N cky
who rubs her sore shoulder. She hands her a CLEAR COCKTAIL --

MEI - LI
Baiju... better than Advil.

Ni cky takes a sip of the strong Chinese drink.
MEI - LI ( CONT' D)

You should stay at hone... | can
hel p you | ook after your shoul der.

( CONTI NUED)
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Ni cky realizes she's extending an olive branch as Jin joins --

NI CKY
I, uh... | don't know if --

MVEI - LI
Althea is a terrible cook. You'l
starve to death there.
(of f Nicky)
You decide. Qur door is open.

Jin looks to Mei-Li --

JI'N
Are you feeling okay?
(to N cky)
Did your nomjust extend a warm
invitation that didn't include a
backhanded conpli nment ?

Mei - Li shoots her husband a | ook as we see a glinpse of their
ol d dynam c sl ow ng returning.

JIN (CONT' D)
There we go... the death | ook.
Classic Mei.

Ni cky | aughs as Mei-Li |ooks around --
MEI - LI
Has anyone seen Althea? W need her
for the tea cerenony.
Ni cky nakes eye contact with Ryan across the room --

NI CKY
We'll find her.

| NT. BANQUET HALL KI TCHEN -- NI GHT
ON ALTHEA at the staff's table as the CHEF brings her

dunpl i ngs, | obster, and other delicacies hot off the stove.
She | ooks up at Nicky and Ryan m d-chew, BUSTED - -

ALTHEA
I"mfaint from bow ng.
NI CKY
No one's judging... but you shoul d' ve

gotten us!

Ni cky and Ryan join her, digging in --

( CONTI NUED)
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RYAN
Just like the old days at the
restaurant. Party's going off and
we're in the back eating the good

stuff.
ALTHEA

You think everyone's having fun?
NI CKY

Mom and dad are smling... at each

other. And Dennis' nom can party!
She got nomto do a | ychee shot!

RYAN
Ch god. Drunk nomis not good.

ALTHEA
If she takes over the mc and starts
singi ng Chinese opera in front of ny
future in-laws |I'm gonna die.

Ryan's phone buzzes with a text. He types back.

RYAN
You guys enjoy that.

(getting up)
| gotta go neet a friend..

ALTHEA
You nean boyfriend.

Ni cky | ooks to Althea and then back at Ryan.

NI CKY
Wait... what?

ALTHEA
Li ke he said... a | ot happened while
you were gone.

NI CKY
Not cool, guys. Wat's his nane?!

RYAN
All in due tinme, sis.

Ryan heads out as N cky calls after him--

NI CKY
Just one question -- is he Chinese?

Ryan just smles as Althea gets up --

( CONTI NUED)
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ALTHEA
Help me do up this dress again for
t he tea cerenony.
| NT. BANQUET HALL -- NI GHT

The stage has been set up for the TRADI TI ONAL TEA CEREMONY.
As Al thea takes her place beside Dennis we find...

Ni cky smling as she sees Henry making his way toward her

HENRY
Cheongsam | ooks great on you.
NI CKY
Haven't worn one since | was a kid.

HENRY
Ryan filled me in... you okay?
NI CKY
Coul d' ve used anot her assi st.
HENRY
Sounds |ike you did just fine.
(of f Nicky)

So now that you're done saving the
wor| d, what are you gonna do?

NI CKY
I was going to see if you're hiring
by any chance. ..
(of f Henry)
I"ma college drop-out with no
references or prior job experience,
but I'mpretty decent at Kung Fu.

HENRY

You really need to work on your sales
pitch. But lucky for you |I night
have an opening. |I'mjust alittle
worried it could create a conflict...

(of f Nicky's | ook)
... You know... in case | ever want
to ask you out to dinner..

But Before Nicky can react, the Fortune Teller interrupts --
FORTUNE TELLER
Ni cky! Now that you're back, it's

i mportant to set yourself on a good
path. Tell me your birthday...

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CKY
My nom put you up to this, didn't
she?

FORTUNE TELLER
Every nother wants to see their
daught er find happi ness.

Ni cky exchanges a | ook with Henry.

NI CKY
June 16th 1994.
HENRY
(to N cky, sotto)
You just made it... '94 is the cut-

of f for gold status.

58. *

As Nicky smles at Henry, enjoying his conpany, the Fortune

Teller points to a page in his al manac --

FORTUNE TELLER
Ah... you will be pulled in two
directions... Difficult choices --

They're interrupted by an urgent voice --

EVAN (O S.)
Ni cky.
(sees Henry and the
fortune teller)
Sorry to interrupt.

FORTUNE TELLER
We'll continue this |ater

Ni cky watches the Fortune Teller take off...

NI CKY
Evan, this is Henry.
EVAN
Right, of course... good to finally

meet you.

Evan and Henry shake hands, sussing each other as --

EVAN ( CONT' D)
(to N cky)
We need to tal k... al one.

HENRY
Go ahead. |I'll be here.

Of Henry watching N cky | eave with Evan.
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EXT. BANQUET HALL -- ROOFTOP -- MOMVENTS LATER

Ni cky and Evan find a quiet area on the rooftop overl ooking

the San Franci sco Bay.

EVAN
You were right... Tony Liu was
Gai bi an.
(of f Nicky)
FBI friend ran Liu and his nen
t hrough the database -- they're al
affilrated with different Triad
groups. .. but get this...they're al
unit1ng under one powerful |eader...
NI CKY
Zhang Zzhi | an.
(beat)
So the triads have stopped warring...
and Gai bi an nmeans "change." This

new peace nust be what they're
referring to. A new era.

EVAN
Yeah, not good. N cky, you've escaped
death twice already. Let the D.A's

of fice take over -- this case just
became our top priority --
NI CKY

That's great, but you know the
reality. You need sonmeone who knows
t he | anguage and the culture..
soneone people will trust.

EVAN

You can't fight against an arny al one.
NI CKY

I"mnot alone... | have you... right?
EVAN

Al ways. But that's not enough.
NI CKY

W have ny famly... and our
community. W can make our own arny.

EVAN

There isn't really anything that's
gonna change your mnd, is there.

NI CKY
Pei -Ling always said fate brou?ht me
to the nonastery. | never really

believed it. But she taught nme what
| needed to cone back hone and take
down The Gai bi an.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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NI CKY ( CONT' D)
(of f Evan's | o00k)

Zhilan was willing to kill her own
sister for that sword. Wuy? It
can't just be a trophy, there nust
be sonething nore..

O f Evan, noved, but uneasy about the dangerous task ahead --
I NT. PENTHOUSE SOVEWHERE -- NI GHT

CLOSE O\ THE ANCI ENT SWORD. .. inscribed with conplicated
and unrecogni zabl e characters. W pull back to reveal Zhilan
and a PROFESSOR (Chi nese, female, 40s) examning the hilt.

PROFESSOR
These characters are unlike any |'ve
encountered. It nust be sone sort
of Shaolin code. | need to speak to
soneone from the nonastery.

ZHI LAN

(frustrated)

Well, you can't. | killed them al
because you said you could translate

it on your own.

As the professor bristles, A HENCHVAN cones in with a TABLET --

HENCHVAN
| got the footage fromthe docks.

CLOSE ON TABLET: Super grainy footage of N cky and Tony Liu's
epic final fight. Recognition washes over Zhilan's face...

ZHI LAN

The American... how did you survive?
HENCHVAN

Wio is she?
ZHI LAN

One of ny sister's m sguided

di sciples. She nmay be the only one
who can hel p us decode the witings
on the sword.

(beat)
Turn the city upside down... burn it
down if we need to. Find ne that

girl.
Of Zhilan determned to take down our hero. IT. IS O\

END OF PILOT.
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