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0A

EXT. BRI DGERTON HOUSE - MORNI NG

It's A BEAUTI FUL MORNI NG here in 1814 Mayfair! And our
famly's home is as grand and handsone as ever -- as a
CARRI AGE stops in front of the rose-covered gate. |Inside,
sits a thoughtful DAPHNE BRI DGERTON, | ooking up at the
house, seemingly steeling herself before clinbing out--

I NT. BRI DGERTON HOUSE/ QUTSI DE ELO SE' S ROOM - MORNI NG

ON a purposeful Daphne, striding down the corridor when
she sees her HUDDLED FAM LY (VI OLET, ANTHONY, BENEDI CT
FRANCESCA, GREGORY and HYACI NTH) whi spering fiercely in
front of a CLOSED DOOR.

DAPHNE
Is this the plan?

VI CLET
Daphne, thank goodness you are
her e.

ANTHONY

She requested time.

DAPHNE
We do not have tine. Stand back,
all of you

BENEDI CT
| mean no offense, sister, but |
bel i eve you are the | ast person
she would |ike to see.

DAPHNE
What is that supposed to nean?

HYACI NTH
Are we sure she is even in there?

FRANCESCA
O course she is in there.

GREGORY
Where el se woul d she be?

BENEDI CT
Climbed from her w ndow, escaped
t hrough the chi mey- -

VI CLET
--Qui et, she may hear you

DAPHNE

You do realize I left nmy child
and husband at honme for this.

( CONTI NUED)

1.
0A



Bridgerton Ep 201 "Capital R Rake" Pink Revisions 4.7.21

HYAC! NTH
Howis little Augie? Can | return
to Hastings House with you--

ANTHONY
--1 told everyone this would
happen. And now we are to be
|ate for the Queen.

And THE BRI DGERTONS begi n to ARGUE, when--

FRANCESCA
--1 hear sonething!

Everyone stills. Sure enough, there's a RUSTLI NG SOUND
at Eloise's door. A beat, and then it stops. An inpatient
Ant hony si ghs, goes for the door handl e--

VI CLET
Ant hony- -

( CONTI NUED)
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Only THE DOOR OPENS -- and MAID after MAID begin to file
out. Each one |ooking nore plaintive than the next. And
just as Daphne and Viol et exchange a worried | ook -- no
sooner does ELO SE finally appear. Feathered, bejewel ed,
and all done up. Also, mserable. As she takes in their
smling faces.

ELO SE
If one of you utters a single
wor d. . .
(then)
Let us get this over wth.

Of our Bridgertons, we SMASH TO
2 I NT. ST. JAMES S PALACE/ PARLOR - MORNI NG
CLCSE ON a sul l en-1o00ki ng young | ady's M NI ATURE

QUEEN CHARLOTTE (O S.)
Too sonber.

ANOTHER young | ady, smling very hard.

QUEEN CHARLOTTE (O S.) (CONT' D)
Too eager.

ANOTHER young | ady, nore mature at 22.

QUEEN CHARLOTTE (O S.) (CONT' D)
Too | at e.

Reveal QUEEN CHARLOITE, sitting in this magnificent room
wi th LADY DANBURY, along with her LADIES and BRI MSLEY.

QUEEN CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
Is this truly the best we can do
this year?

BRI MSLEY
Lady Coring del ayed her daughter's
debut so she coul d perfect her
skills on the harp. At just two
and twenty, the mss is considered
a prodigy.

QUEEN CHARLOTTE
| have heard children just out of
| eadi ng strings play concertos by
Handel on the harp. It is not
difficult. It is a harp.
(then)
What happened, Lady Danbury?

LADY DANBURY
What happened is that you seemto
have set very high standards | ast
season, Your Majesty.

( CONTI NUED)
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QUEEN CHARLOTTE

Wiy, yes. Yes, | did.
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3 | NT. BRI DGERTON CARRI AGE/ EXT. LONDON - MORNI NG

An anxi ous El oi se SWEATS profusely as Viol et dabs at her
browwith a cloth and Hyacinth flutters a FAN, all while
Francesca adjusts the carriage's curtains for shade. But
none of it seens to be working. As Daphne takes in her
swel tering sister:

DAPHNE
Just renenber to remai n conposed
And control your enotions.

ELO SE
I's death an enotion?

DAPHNE
Her Maj esty does not take kindly
to any hint of hysterics. | found

a small smle worked best to appear
open and approachabl e, but not
too eager. Now let us see it.

ELO SE
No.
HYAC! NTH
(re: Eloise's
sweat i ng)

She is practically nelting.

FRANCESCA
Al | ow ne.

Francesca takes hold of Hs fan and starts to fan El oi se.
As Daphne shoots a look to Violet, who nods back:

VI CLET
And your curtsy, dearest. Tel
your sister how you nmanaged such

bal ance. ..
DAPHNE
(to El oi se)
Sinply locate a stationary object
and keep your eyes set. | used a

pai nting nearby. W practiced
it. Several tines.

(trying for upbeat)
You have natural gifts, Eloise--

ELO SE
--Do not patronize ne. AND d VE
ME THAT!

And she RIPS the fan from Francesca's hand, starting to
furiously fan herself. Of a bel eaguered El oi se
Bridgerton..
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4

I NT. ANTHONY' S CARRI AGE/ EXT. LONDON - MORNI NG

On a silent Anthony, |ooking out at the passing scenery.
Across fromhimsit Benedict and Gregory. Anthony suddenly
seens to remenber sonet hing:

ANTHONY
Gregory. | have decided to replace
your Latin tutor.

GREGORY
But | like Mster Allen. He can

be quite funny.
Benedi ct leans in, playful.

BENEDI CT
This is called distraction, little
brother. The Viscount's task of
finding a bride this season will
undoubtedly require it.

ANTHONY
| amnore focused now than | have
ever been, | assure you. And ny

task cannot be exceptionally
difficult. Hastings did it, after
all. How hard can it be?

BENEDI CT
Spoken with such feeling, too.

ANTHONY
| do not need feeling. Wat I
need is what | have and that is a
list. Tolerable. Dutiful.
Sui t abl e enough hi ps for
chil dbearing and at |least half a
brain. That last part is not so
much a requirenent but a
preference, in fact.

(then, to Gregory)

Mster Allen is not there to
entertain you. He will be replaced
by Sunday.

And as Benedict trades a look with Gregory, we're off a
stoic Anthony, returning to the passing scenery outside...

I NT. ST. JAMES S PALACE HALLWAY - MORNI NG

Back with Queen Charlotte and Lady Danbury, now sashayi ng
down the corridor

QUEEN CHARLOTTE
| yearn for soneone fresh. Soneone
unexpected, to turn this season
on its head.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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QUEEN CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
That is what we need. There is
no room for indifference. Apathy
is a blight the nonarchy sinply
cannot endure.

LADY DANBURY
O course, Your Mjesty. But
remenber, a young |ady cannot be
a dianond until you anoint her as
such. So... |If for any reason
you do not find one anpbngst the
candi dat es t oday- -

QUEEN CHARLOTTE
--Do you think she will return?

She pauses.

QUEEN CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
W have heard nary a peep from
Lady Wi stl edown since | ast season
ended. Perhaps the witer cane
to her senses. Perhaps she
realized taking on her Queen was
a bad idea and she will never
publ i sh agai n.

LADY DANBURY
It is a convincing theory, ma' am

QUEEN CHARLOTTE
O, she sinply left for the country
as the rest of us did in the off-
season. Bored by the lack of any
real gossip. You do know what
t hat woul d make her then? One of
us.

6 | NT. FEATHERI NGTON HOUSE/ DRAW NG ROOM - MORNI NG

PENELOPE, sitting in her usual w ndow seat, BOOK in hand,
peers down at the square below. Looking for someone?

Near by, PRUDENCE and PHI LI PPA bi cker as LADY FEATHERI NGTON
tries to calmher nerves with tea being poured by MRS
VARLEY. Everyone wears sad nourni ng col ors.

PRUDENCE
Coul d we not have appealed to The
Queen, mama? After having nourned
dear papa for so very |long, perhaps
Her Maj esty m ght extend a kindness
and allow us to be presented again.

PHI LI PPA
| see no need to go through al
of that again when | nyself am
al ready betrothed to Mster Finch--

( CONTI NUED)
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PRUDENCE
--Mster Finch may very well stil
change his m nd.

VARLEY
(quietly, to Lady
F

Particul arly when he discovers
there is still no dowy--

LADY FEATHERI NGTON
--Hush. The new Lord Feat heri ngton
shall see to that. Wen he finally
deci des to show his miserly face.

She sips her tea, disgusted.

LADY FEATHERI NGTON ( CONT' D)
This tea tastes of nothing.

VARLEY
We have started to reuse the
| eaves, man'am Not as if we have
a choice..

Lady F |l ets out an exasperated sigh, before:

LADY FEATHERI NGTON
| believe Prudence is right. W
have sufficiently paid our respects
to your dear papa -- it is tine
we re-entered society, and w thout
a nourning color in sight.

(t hen)

Even for you, Penelope... How
many times nust | warn you to be
wary of that w ndow? Do you w sh
to appear |ike a befreckl ed beggar
spending all day in the sun?

PENEL OPE
O course not, mama. M apol ogi es.

And Pen shifts, ever so slightly, before happily returning
her focus to outside that w ndow -

7 INT. ST. JAMES S PALACE PRESENTATI ON ROOM - MORNI NG

Wth our Queen on her throne, and SOCI ETY MEMBERS on both
sides of that aisle.

LORD- I NVWAITING (O S.)
M ss Cordelia Patridge...

And t he doors open, revealing a wi de-eyed M SS PATRI DGE

and her eager MAVA. As we begin to QU CKLY SMASH from
LADY TO LADY, all standing behind those parting doors:

( CONTI NUED)
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10

11

LORD- I NNVWAITING (O S.) (CONT' D)
The Lady Abigail Evans...
(doors)
...Mary Ann Hallewell...
(doors)
...Mss Margaret Goring..

Harp virtuoso M SS GORI NG and LADY GORING smile big. As
the Queen lets out an exasperated sigh and Lady Danbury
wat ches fromthe sidelines, seem ngly entertained by al

of this...

INT. ST. JAMES S PALACE QUTSI DE PRESENTATI ON CHAMBER -
MORNI NG

Violet adjusts Eloise's feathers, taking a nonent to | ook
her anxi ous daughter in the eye. She takes her face in
her hands. Reassuring and warm

ELO SE
It is not too |late. You can say
| collapsed. | got sonething

unnenti onable on nmy gown. Al of
the feathers affected ny senses --
anything mama, to get me out of
doing this.

VI CLET
My darling girl. No matter what,
you will always be a dianond to
ne.

ELO SE
... f Penel ope were here...

| NT. FEATHERI NGTON HOUSE/ DRAW NG ROOM - MORNI NG

As Penel ope keeps staring out of that wi ndow. \WAiting..
Waiting...

INT. ST. JAMES S PALACE PRESENTATI ON ROOM - MORNI NG

The doors open, revealing Eloise and Violet. W clock
THE BRI DGERTONS in the crowd: Daphne offering her sister
an encouragi ng nod. Anthony shifting, a bit nervous for
what's about to go down. At the end of the aisle, our
Queen tilts her head to the side, appraising Eloise from
afar. BACK TO

| NT. FEATHERI NGTON HOUSE/ DRAW NG ROOM - MORNI NG

Penel ope | eans forward, peering through that w ndow, and
that's when.... SHE SEES IT. And so do we -- down in
the square, it's our DELIVERY BOY!

PENEL OPE
It is here.

( CONTI NUED)

10
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12

She turns toward her famly -- but they pay her no m nd,
continuing to tal k anongst thensel ves--

INT. ST. JAMES S PALACE PRESENTATI ON ROOM - MORNI NG

El oi se cl oses her eyes. Takes a breath. And just as
she's about to step forward and head down that aisle--
DOCRS behi nd The Queen are suddenly thrown open! A ROYAL
FOOTMAN enters and goes over to whisper in Brinsley's ear--

QUEEN CHARLOTTE
What is the neaning of--

And that's when she sees what Brinsley is now bei ng handed:

Lady Whistledown. And so, too, does our crowd -- as
VWH SPERS abound! The Queen | ooks around, and can't help
but smle. 'Cause this was... unexpected, to say the

| east. She rises--

QUEEN CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
| have seen enough.

BRI MSLEY
But, Your Majesty, there are still--

QUEEN CHARLOTTE
--1 have seen enough.

And with that, she snatches the paper fromhis hand and
heads away with it. Eloise watches fromthe end of the
aisle, a smle starting to formtoo, because... SHE
DOESN T HAVE TO DO TH S AFTER ALL

ELO SE
Does this mean | can go?

VI OLET
| do not know what this neans.

But Eloise ain't waiting around -- she's OFF. Just as we
ANGLE ON the Bridgertons, now in the increasingly ani nated
cromd -- as MORE COPI ES OF WHI STLEDOWN ar e bei ng

di stributed. Daphne has to |augh, watching as everyone
digs in. She leans into Anthony, beside her.

DAPHNE
Truly, | cannot say | will |ong
for any of this. Best of |uck,
brother. You will certainly need
it this season

And as we nove off of Daphne to push in on a darkening
Ant hony, taking in the spectacle, we hear it:

LADY WHI STLEDOMWN (V. Q)
Dearest gentle reader...

12
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13

14

15

| NT. FEATHERI NGTON HOUSE/ DRAW NG ROOM - MORNI NG 13
As Penel ope watches Delivery Boy in the square...

LADY WHI STLEDOMN (V. Q)
...Did you mss ne?

W' re off Pen, smling big, when we have our. ..
BRI DGERTON TI TLES.
EXT. MAYFAIR - DAY 14

It's all SEE AND BE SEEN out here -- as OUR FASH ONABLE
TON col lects its nmost fam liar publication from DELI VERY
BOYS.

LADY WHI STLEDOWN (V. Q.)
As the nenmbers of our esteened
ton lazily sojourned in their
rustic retreats, this author was
doi ng but one thing...

A trendy LADY EATON narvel s--

LADY EATON
| KNEW she woul d return.

LADY WHI STLEDOMN (V. Q)
Honi ng mmy skills.

A swaggy LORD FI FE si ghs--

LORD FI FE
I ncreased her price too, | see.

LADY WHI STLEDOMN (V. Q)
O should I say, hatching ny plans?

CRESSI DA CONPER boast s- -

CRESSI DA
Is she truly that good a witer?

LADY WHI STLEDOWN (V. Q.)
No, even better...

| NT. FEATHERI NGTON HOUSE/ PENELOPE' S ROOM - NI GHT 15
( FLASHBACK)

CLCSE on PAPER and QUILL. A HAND scribbling out those
former words.

LADY WHI STLEDOMN (V. Q)
| was sharpening ny knives.

Reveal Penel ope, as we realize we're seeing her ply her
trade out-of-tine with the rest of our sequence.

( CONTI NUED)
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( CONTI NUED)
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16

17

18

PENELOPE/ LADY WH STLEDOWN (V. Q.)
For all of you.

And as Pen, happy with this word choice, goes to dip her
knife/quill back into that ink..

| NT. DRAW NG ROOM - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

Penel ope inconspicuously mlls against the wall as about

A DOZEN OR SO LORDS and LADI ES (Lady Feat heri ngton,
Prudence and Philippa included) mngle and sip their punch
at this smallish soiree. W catch SN PPETS OF
CONVERSATI ONS:

JUDGY MAMA
How do you think she does it?

LADY COWPER
Certainly not by herself. How
coul d she?

W hang with Penel ope -- nearing a w ndow where, outside,
A CARRI ACE DRI VER holds up his lantern and flashes it. A

signal. As Pen stealthily slips out of the room unnoticed--

I NT. PENELOPE' S CARRI AGE - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

As Penel ope renoves a FOLDED MANUSCRI PT PAGE fromt he
bust of her dress, and then lifts the seat to reveal a
QUI LL and SPECI FI CALLY- COLORED CLOAK. We MATCH CUT TO

I NT. PRI NTING PRESS - N GHT ( FLASHBACK)

SOVEONE wearing said cloak, standing in front of M STER
HARRI S (a gruff, no-nonsense printer).

HARRI S
Ei ghteen? W agreed on twenty.

SOVEONE
(in a shockingly
aut hentic Irish
accent)
My m stress changed her m nd.

Reverse to reveal that this someone is Penel ope -- now
dressed as A MAID. As she continues, perfect Irish accent
and al | :

PENEL OPE
You're new to this arrangenent,
so I'll say this only once. What

ny mstress wants, she gets. And
for whatever reason, that would
be you at the nonent. That doesn't
make you special, Mster Harris.
Printers in this town are ten-a-
penny.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)

10.
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19

20

PENELOPE ( CONT' D)
But there's only one Lady
Whi st | edown, and she can just as
easi |y nove her business el sewhere.
So it's eighteen, not a penny
nore. And the delivery boys need
a wage increase. They're the
ones running around town, while
you get to sit here on your |azy
ar se.

And Harris just nods, slack-jawed.

HARRI S
Yes, na' am

PENEL OPE
Then my m stress thanks you for
your services.

Of a badass Pen, handing over her manuscript with a
smle...

| NT. FEATHERI NGTON HOUSE/ PENELOPE' S ROOM - NI GHT
( FLASHBACK)

QUI CK POPS as Penel ope cl oses her bedroom door behind

her. Drags a chair under the handle. And proceeds to
nove a table out of the way in order to LIFT A FLOORBOARD
on the ground.

LADY WHI STLEDOMN (V. Q)
Questions abound as to this
author's identity and mneans.
Seeki ng those answers shall prove
fruitless, indeed.

And now we see what's hidden beneath that floorboard: A
treasure trove of BOOKS. She takes one out and opens it:
IT'S HOLLOW with CONS inside. ALL OF THESE BOOKS have
coins inside. The Wistledown riches! Of Pen, a prideful
| ook on her face--

| NT. FEATHERI NGTON HOUSE/ DRAW NG ROOM - MORNI NG
Back in the present, with Penelope rising fromher w ndow

seat as A FOOTMAN delivers the | atest Whistledown to her
al | -t oo-eager nother and sisters.

PENEL OPE
| amoff to the market with ny
maid, manma. | have just a tiny

bit of pin noney left and...

And Lady F just kind of waves her invisible child away...

( CONTI NUED)

11.
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21

LADY WHI STLEDOMN (V. Q)
There is, of course, another
unknown identity at present.
Though this one you will be able
to unearth...

INT. ST. JAMES S PALACE PARLCR - MORNI NG

Queen Charlotte and Lady Danbury sip tea after the aborted

presentati on.

The Queen |
smle.

LADY WHI STLEDOMN (V. Q.)
| speak of the season's dianond,
where ever she may be. Your nove,
Your Majesty.

owers her copy of Whistledown with a faint

QUEEN CHARLOTTE
Wll the witer did nanage to
make the norni ng sonewhat
menorable, | will give her that.
But she nust know I woul d be hard-
pressed to find even a paste jewel
anmongst that horrid parade of
m | ksop debutantes, |et alone a
di anond.

LADY DANBURY
It is a shane, Your Majesty.

Lady D sips her tea and then casually adds:

LADY DANBURY ( CONT' D)
Oh. | alnost forgot, Lady Mary
Sharma wote to me. She is
returning to London for the season.

QUEEN CHARLOTTE
To beg forgiveness for her previous
poor judgenent, | should hope?

LADY DANBURY
| have no doubt, Your Mjesty.
But she brings with her two
daughters, both unwed. Rather
intriguing, do you not think?

The Queen nods, nonchalant. Sure

LADY DANBURY ( CONT' D)
| have offered them ny hone for

the season. | will of course be
maki ng their introductions.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)

12.

21
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LADY DANBURY ( CONT' D)
(then)
How odd | forgot to nake nention
of it. Conpletely slipped ny
m nd.

( CONTI NUED)
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And we're off Lady D, planting ideas, inception-style...
22 | NT. BRI DGERTON HOUSE/ DRAW NG ROOM - DAY
Benedi ct sketches as Violet and Hyacinth eat casually.
Across the room Francesca plays pianoforte while Eloi se

"practices" her steps with Gegory, and an exasper at ed-
| ooki ng DANCE MASTER (50s, sour little man) | ooks on.

DANCE MASTER
One and two, one and two...
HYACI NTH
| do not think she is very good.
BENEDI CT
| believe she can hear you.
ELO SE
(from across the
room
| CAN HEAR YOU.
GREGORY

oM Watch ny feet!

ELO SE
M ght we be done?

As Benedi ct and Hyaci nth snicker.

VI CLET
If you are to catch The Queen's
eye after this norning's
interruption, then you mnmust be
perfection...

ELO SE
| believe it was the interruption
t hat was perfection.

BENEDI CT
Shocki ng that El oi se Bridgerton
was not naned the season's di anond
after all, was it not?

And he shoots El oise a nocking | ook as a perturbed Anthony
enters.

ANTHONY
Was anyone el se aware that dear
Colin has apparently decided to
add Al bania or some such place to
his itinerary as he gads about
t he worl d?

( CONTI NUED)
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ELO SE
(begrudgi ngly
danci ng)
No. But how happy for himthat
he can sinply decide to do that.

VI CLET
Joining us for tea, Anthony?

ANTHONY
| amafraid |I nust pass. Too
many calls on ny funds today.
Now t hat the season has started,
| shall need to fill your coffers
at the nodiste, and oversee the
hiring of a few extra staff, and
your ring, when you have the
chance, | shall need it. The
fields by Ferryhallow -- | was
t hi nking we m ght hold off on
| easing themthis year due to the

hard frost--
VI CLET
--1 beg your pardon?
ANTHONY
The frost hardens the soil, saps
it of nutrients.
VI CLET
That is very well -- but you

requested ny ring?

ANTHONY
Fat her's betrothal ring.

BENEDI CT
Di d soneone catch your eye at the
presentation, brother?

HYAC! NTH
| thought all of the young |adies
| ooked beauti ful.

ANTHONY

Not particularly. And all of the
young | adi es | ooked the sane.
Li ke young | adi es.

(to Violet)
| should sinply like to be prepared
when the opportunity presents
itself.

VI CLET
The opportunity...

( CONTI NUED)
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23

24

ANTHONY
| have al ready conpiled an index
of the season's eligible msses
and have arranged interviews.

And now everyone STOPS what they're doing. He did what?
Violet forces a smle.

VI CLET
Interviews? Dearest, | shall be
nore than happy to give you ny
ring when you find soneone with
whom you are very much in | ove.
Besides, it is in safe keeping at
Aubrey Hall.

ANTHONY
Very wel | .

As Anthony crans food in his nmouth and begins to go, a
worried Violet turns to Benedict.

VI CLET
See that he is quite well.

BENEDI CT
Me?

ANTHONY
I amnot in need of coddling.
(then)
| assure you all. Everything is
in order.

And as Ant hony goes to check his pocket-watch, that TICK-
TI CK- TI CKI NG | aunches us into a SEQUENCE:

EXT. MAYFAI R/ I NT. ANTHONY' S CARRI AGE - DAY 23

HOOVES GALLOP al ong the road, as we find Anthony, pulling
out A LIST. Mss Cordelia Patridge, apparently, at the

t op. .

EXT. ROITEN ROW - DAY 24

Ant hony and M ss Patridge pronmenade. Lady Patridge behind.

ANTHONY
Do you | ook forward to being a
not her ?

M SS PATRI DGE
Ch very much. | amquite close
with nmy brothers and sisters. |
| ove children

( CONTI NUED)
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ANTHONY

And what nunber do you have in
m nd?

( CONTI NUED)
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25

26

27

28

M SS PATRI DGE
O children? Four. O, five?
No, perhaps six?

ANTHONY
Rat her i ndeci sive, yes?

EXT. MAYFAI R/ | NT. ANTHONY' S CARRI AGE - DAY 25
As Ant hony crosses M ss Patridge's nane off of his list--
I NT. GUNTER S - DAY 26

Ant hony sits over ice creamw th Lady Abigail. Her EDGY
MAMA in earshot.

LADY ABI GAI L
Three children is what | have
al ways wanted, ny |ord.

ANTHONY
And how wi Il you raise then?

LADY ABI GAI L
Wth |l ove and affection, certainly.

ANTHONY
And what if, say, one of your
daught ers had a penchant for
over spendi ng? How woul d you deal
with that?

And a thrown Lady Abigail |ooks over to her manma for help.
But she doesn't quite know how to answer either.

EDGY NAMA
I, | suppose, um..

EXT. MAYFAI R/ | NT. ANTHONY' S CARRI AGE - DAY 27
As Ant hony crosses Lady Abigail's name off of his |ist--
| NT. DRAW NG ROOM - DAY 28

Ant hony, starting to grow weary, eyes Mss Goring as she
cones to a grand finish on her HARP. Lady Goring cl aps.

M SS GORI NG
The harp is a wonderful instrunent,
ny lord. Teaching one patience,
strength, and an appreciation for
beauty, of course.

ANTHONY
But do you read?

M SS GORI NG
... Books?
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29 EXT. MAYFAI R/ I NT. ANTHONY' S CARRI AGE - DAY
As Ant hony crosses Mss Goring's name off of his list--
30 | NT. ANTHONY' S APARTMENT/ STUDY - NI GHT

Ant hony enters purposefully, trailed by his val et NELSON
(50s).

ANTHONY
How difficult is it to find a
decent Latin tutor these days? |
will not have Gegory falling
behi nd anynore than he al ready
is. And we nust secure a new
| ady's maid for Eloise, nowthat
she is out. Ensure she is even
nore strong-willed than the | ast.
What are those?

Nel son hands over the DOCUMENTS he's been carrying.

NEL SON
Accounts requiring your signature,
ny | ord.
31 | NT. BROTHEL - DAWN

Ant hony EXHALES as he rolls off a COURTESAN. He stands,
naked, fishing in his pocket for sone coins. The dead in
hi s eyes deepening as things start speedi ng up:

32 EXT. ROITEN ROW - DAY

Pronenading with Mss Hallewell, mama in tow.
M SS HALLEWELL
| amfluent in French. Italian.
Latin.
ANTHONY

And your G eek?
33 I NT. GUNTER S - DAY
Ice creamwith MSS EATON, and the encouragi ng Lady Eaton

M SS EATON
| ride. | paint. | sing. |
dance. | can divide and nultiply.

| even construct my own hats--
34 | NT. DRAW NG ROOM - NI GHT

Dancing with MSS CLIFTON -- who's presently stepping ALL
OVER hi s toes.

( CONTI NUED)
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35

36

37

38

M SS CLI FTON
Apol ogies, nmy lord. | nuch prefer
a quadrille.
EXT. MAYFAI R/ | NT. ANTHONY' S CARRI AGE - DAY 35

Buh-bye, M sses Hallewell, Eaton, Cifton--
| NT. ANTHONY' S APARTMENT/ STUDY - NI GHT 36

The scratchy sound of Anthony's pen SI GNI NG paper wor K.
As we | NTERCUT QUI CK POPS -- Anthony's routine junbling
into a cacophony of sound: POCKET-WATCH Tl CKS, A PEN
SCRATCHES QUT A NAME, A LEDGER SI GNED, A WOMAN' S QUI CK
MOAN, THE JANGLE OF CONS, ad infinitum then FINALLY --
Ant hony finishes signing the stack of docunents before
him He sighs, relieved, until:

NEL SON
Five and twenty nore, ny |ord.

Nel son pl aces nore docunents in front of him Of Anthony,
t he weight of the world on his shoul ders, we END SEQUENCE.

I NT. BROTHEL - DAWN 37

A JANGLING OF CONS, as Anthony fishes out sone noney.
Leaving it next to another COURTESAN, who's fast asleep
in bed, before he heads out...

EXT. HYDE PARK - DAWN 38

A nunb- 1 ooki ng Anthony's on his horse. He's vacant.

Just going through these notions. And he's deep in his
ennui until -- A HORSE suddenly BOLTS past him-- startling
hi mout of his daze. He partially glinpses the rider --
hair tunbling | oose fromher hooded cloak. Wit, is that

A WOMAN? Ri di ng ASTRI DE?

ANTHONY
Woah t her e!

But the nystery rider isn't |ooking back. And so a
concerned Anthony spurs his horse into action and TAKES
OFF AFTER HER.  DUCKI NG tree branches, VEERI NG around the
bend, CHASI NG har d- -

ANTHONY ( CONT' D)

Fear not. | shall stop himni
But that only seens to nmake our nystery rider |ean forward,
spurring her horse to gallop that nmuch faster -- RACI NG
ahead. Anthony's confused -- until he wonders: is this

a challenge? And so he bears down, speeding after her.
Hooves THUNDER as the two horses bolt across a picturesque
field, the sun just rising over the msts now And he's
al nost caught up to her, until-- A hedgerow | oons up
ahead!

( CONTI NUED)
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39

ANTHONY ( CONT' D)
Car ef ul now

Ant hony watches -- is she going to stop?? And they're
just about there, when the fenale rider JUWS the hedge,
soaring over the obstacle and | anding easily -- as Anthony
YANKS on his reins, pulling up his horse at the | ast

m nute. He pauses, breathless and... a bit invigorated.
Who the hell was that? And we get our answer when we
catch up to our nystery rider -- now pulling her horse up
and turning around to reveal this is KATHANI "KATE' SHARVA
(26, a certain confidence that belies her age). She peers
back toward the hedgerow, only Anthony's fallen out-of-
sight. And off a satisfied yet equally invigorated Kate,
spurring her horse on, and trotting away. ..

EXT. HYDE PARK/ WOODS - DAV 39

As Kate hurries her horse underneath this canopy of trees,
| ooki ng behind her to nake sure she's now by herself.
And just as she seemingly gets back to enjoying the quiet--

ANTHONY (O S.)
Enj oyi ng your victory |ap?

Kate | ooks up. H m Enmerging fromaround a tree just
ahead. Startled, she quickly | ooks for an escape.

KATE
(to herself, in
Hi ndi )
Baap re.

ANTHONY
You will not be afforded such an
anpl e head start this tine, |
assure you. .

And now he's cl ose enough to really see her. She forces
asmile.

KATE
Apol ogies, sir, |I... Did not
nmean to cause anyone concern.

ANTHONY
| shall escort you back to town.

KATE
| do not need an escort.

ANTHONY
You al ready have one, then? Does
your mai d know you are riding
astride?

KATE
l... Have no muid.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANTHONY
Ah, then you are narri ed.

That assunption seens to wipe the fake snmle fromKate's
face. Anthony clocks it.

ANTHONY ( CONT' D)
Forgive ne, then you are |ost--

KATE
--1 amnot |ost either.

And she's irritated now. Because, these questions...
Still, she breathes.

KATE ( CONT' D)
| amon ny way back to Mayfair.
It is just ahead.

ANTHONY
Mayfair? Well, then--

KATE
--1 appreciate your attention,
sir. But |I assure you | am
perfectly safe. So perhaps we
can pretend that this encounter
never took place. You allow ne
to go ny way. And you go yours.

He hol ds her gaze.

ANTHONY
You worry about being seen.

KATE
(a nutter)
| worry about neeting strange nen
in parks at dawn who fail to | eave
me alone with all of their
guesti ons.

ANTHONY
Your secret is safe with nme. |
shall not tell a soul.

KATE
How grateful | am

ANTHONY
Losing races to strange wonen in
such parks at dawn... | can only

i mgi ne the questions I would
have to answer.

And we see that elicit the tiniest of smles from Kate.
Ant hony i s rather charm ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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KATE
...ls that what that was? A race?

( CONTI NUED)
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ANTHONY
Was it not?

KATE
Does one not need actua
conpetition for a race?

ANTHONY
You could say that if we had
decided on the finish line
together, but alas -- we made no
such agreenent.

A beat .
KATE
| see you are not one for |osing.
ANTHONY
| shall have you know... That in

the rare instances it occurs, |
have no difficulty in admtting
when | have either lost, or amin
the wong. Though | amafraid

t he same cannot be said for you.

KATE
| beg your--

ANTHONY
--Mayfair is not just ahead. It
is the other way entirely.
(then)
Not | ost, you said?

And Kate slows. A begrudging nod, until she suddenly
spots a pair of RIDERS on the path ahead.

KATE
Good day, sir.

She wheel s her horse around. Anthony's startled--

ANTHONY
W have not yet been introduced.

KATE
| amafraid that is not possible.
Not when | have a victory lap to
enj oy.

And with a small smle, she goes. Of Anthony, also
cracking a smle, for what's probably the first time in a
long time, as he watches her gallop away...
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39A

40

EXT. DANBURY HOUSE - MORNI NG 39A

As the nmorning sun makes this crown jewel of Park Lane
shine. ..

I NT. DANBURY HOUSE/ MORNI NG ROOM - MORNI NG 40

A lovely pianoforte nelody floats through the air -- before
we FIND Lady Danbury at the keys.

( CONTI NUED)
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41

Lost in her beautiful playing. She finishes, pleased,
and a FOOTMAN enters.

DANBURY FOOTMAN
Your guests are in the draw ng
room ny | ady.

LADY DANBURY
And t hey already keep such good
time.

And as she smiles excitedly, we CUT TO
| NT. DANBURY HOUSE/ DRAW NG ROOM - MORNI NG

As MARY SHARMA (40s, nervous and fidgety) whispers with
her daughter, EDWNA (18, buzzing with gleeful energy and
wonder) :

MARY
Wl | what do you nean she was not
in her roonf

EDW NA
I went to find her after awakening,
but she was not there--

LADY DANBURY (O S.)
--Lady Mary!

They turn to find a beam ng Lady Danbury, entering.

MARY
Lady Danbury! Onh, how del i ghtful
it is to see you

LADY DANBURY
And you! After all of these years.
You | ook wel .

And Mary just nods, quickly offering up:

MARY
Allow ne to introduce to you ny
youngest, M ss Edwi na Sharna.

Edwi na curtsies prettily.

EDW NA
A true pleasure, Lady Danbury. |
am so grateful for your
hospitality. Your honme... It is
magni fi cent.

LADY DANBURY

Consider it yours for the season.
Though | was expecting... Another?

( CONTI NUED)

22.

41
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MARY
Yes. M eldest. Kate.

LADY DANBURY
Kate. Yes.

And there's an awkward beat of silence.

They turn to see Kate hurrying in -- a bit runpled, a bit
smudged from her ride, too. But she's trying her best to

cover.

LADY DANBURY ( CONT' D)
Wl |l she did get off the ship
with you last night, did she not--

KATE (O S.)
Apol ogi es!

EDW NA
Kat e!

MARY
There you are, dearest.

KATE

(all smles)
| do hope | did not keep you
wai ting long. The gardens here
are so lovely. After such a
| engthy journey, | found that |
want ed sone freshness and norni ng
air -- but | am here now

And Kate exchanges a furtive glance with Edw na, who
notions at the bit of nud on Kate's hem Kate shifts,
trying to obscure it, as Lady Danbury just eyes her.

MARY
My el dest, Lady Danbury. M ss
Kat e Shar na.

LADY DANBURY
(noddi ng back)

Well. Now that we have al
arrived. ..

KATE
Al nost .

LADY DANBURY
| beg your pardon?

KATE
We have alnost all arrived. ..
There is also Newton. |s he stil

upstairs?

( CONTI NUED)

23.
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And off Lady D s curious expression -- who the fuck is
Newt on -- we SMASH TO
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42 | NT. DANBURY HOUSE/ DRAW NG ROOM - MORNI NG

CLCSE on NEWION (who happens to be a fat corgi) now sitting
in Kate's lap. A distracted Lady D eyes the dog, as Mary
and Edwi na sip their tea.

EDW NA
Mama tells us that you host the
first ball of every season, Lady
Danbury.

LADY DANBURY
Yes. | have appropriated a
conservatory for this year's
festivities.

KATE
Did you hear that, Edw na?
EDW NA
Wl |, that sounds delightful.
MARY
It will make for a nost spectacul ar

entrance to society indeed. |
cannot tell you how eager the
young | adies are for the upcom ng
season.

LADY DANBURY
As aml. | would have ensured
their presentation to Her Mjesty
The Queen, but | thought it wise
for nme to exam ne their deportnent
prior to their first engagenent.
Her Majesty is nost discerning,
you under st and.

Mary bl anches, suddenly unconfortable.

MARY
So Her Majesty will be in
attendance then. At the ball

And Kate's eyes also flash to Lady D, who offers Mary a
nod.

LADY DANBURY
There is no reason for concern,
Lady Mary. You will be with ne,
after all.

MARY
O course.

( CONTI NUED)

24.
42
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LADY DANBURY
(to the girls)

Now. | have nmade all of the
arrangenents. The pianoforte is
tuned. Instructors, hired. Dance
| essons begin at noon.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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LADY DANBURY ( CONT' D)
Fol | owed by a short but
conprehensive visit froma |ovely
French tutor | have secured.
Well, stand up. Both of you

Kate and Edwi na stand. Newton squirns in Kate's arns.

LADY DANBURY ( CONT' D)
(re: the dog)
Coul d you. ..

KATE
Oh, of course.

And she hands Newton to Mary. Lady D apprai ses.

LADY DANBURY
Exceptional posture. Beautiful
sm | es.

MARY
Yes, they are quite--

LADY DANBURY
--O course the age of the el der
m ss may raise concern. Any
suitable man will require some
per suadi ng, whether we like it or
not -- as she will already be
considered an old maid at the
mat ure age of...

KATE
Six and twenty, ma'am But it
should truly be of no concern as |
assure you that I amnot here to
find a husband for nyself. | am
only here for ny sister -- who,
i ndeed, stands quite tall and
smles rather exquisitely. Even
nore so when she speaks French, |
al ways t hi nk.

Kat e nods to Edw na.

EDW NA
(in perfect French)
| have been studying French since
| was ten years old, Lady Danbury.
And | am nost excited to share ny
| anguage skills with you and anyone
el se who wi shes to hear them

Lady Danbury's inpressed, if not a little surprised.

( CONTI NUED)
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KATE
She is also acconplished in both
Latin and G eek -- in addition to
Mar at hi and Hi ndust ani, of course.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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KATE ( CONT' D)
She not only plays the sitar and
marul i but pianoforte, too. And

as for her dancing, well, it is
quite remarkable if | do say so
nysel f and, | do say so,
considering it was | who taught
ny sister the cotillion, the

quadrille, and the waltz. Self-
taught, naturally. But, as |
said, quite remarkabl e nonet hel ess.

Kate beans proudly. Lady D wants to be thrilled. She
really does. But with this little knowit-all right here?
Mary shifts, clocking Lady D s reaction.

MARY
Kate feels quite passionately
about her sister's prospects this
season.

KATE
(to Lady D)
| do hope you did not go to too
much trouble. Finding all of
t hose instructors.

LADY DANBURY
...Not at all.

KATE
But we were hoping for your
assi stance with our wardrobe? |
would like to be certain ny sister
is only seen in the |atest of
fashi ons.

LADY DANBURY
| have seen to that. You w |l
find new dresses in your roomns.

KATE
What foresight, Lady Danbury! M
mama did not err in her description
of you. A wonan of such grace
and kindness. | amsure we have
much to learn fromyou. Such as
t he preparation of this nost
excel l ent tea.

And she flashes a smle. Lady Dreturns one, if not a
bit tepid. Because Kate's just patronizing now. Mary
junmps in again:

MARY
Kat e, dear.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



Bridgerton Ep 201 "Capital R Rake" Pink Revisions 4.7.21 26A.

MARY ( CONT' D)
M ght Newton require a wal k?
Bef ore he nmakes his ness all over
t hese fine carpets?

KATE

| ndeed.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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KATE ( CONT' D)
Del i ghted to make your

acquai ntance, Lady Danbury. M
sister and I do look forward to

your sponsorship this season

( CONTI NUED)
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She takes hold of Newton, as well as her sister's hand,
and heads out.

EDW NA
(hushed, to Kate)
Where ever did you go this norning--

KATE
--Shh, shh, it does not matter!

Of a nonplussed Lady Danbury, watching them head out. ..
EXT. MARKET - DAY

As Penel ope and El oi se peruse the various stalls, their
MAI DS near by.

ELO SE
Daphne provided nme a |list of
reconmendati ons. For a successfu
season. Private advice regarding
the top ten ways in which to entrap
a mn. | amtelling you, Pen,
t he season has barely begun and
already | feel touched in the
head.

And Pen has to laugh, paying for a new QU LL at a stand--

ELO SE ( CONT' D)
Anot her quill? You do get through
them at an extraordinary rate.

PENEL OPE
| have been busy with ny
correspondence.

ELO SE

To the new heir? |Is he here yet?
PENEL OPE

No. | only nmean, Colin has been

keeping ne infornmed of his
adventures in G eece.

ELO SE

In fairness | have stopped reading
his letters. He ranbles, does he

PENEL OPE
He certainly is no Lady
Wi st | edown. . .

She sniles, feeling herself.

( CONTI NUED)

27.

43
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ELO SE

No. But then again Colin has in
fact been sonmewhere, unlike her

( CONTI NUED)
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Pen tries to hold her face together but she did NOT expect
to hear Wi stl edown shade |ike that from El oi se.

PENEL OPE
| thought you revered Wi stl edown.
Did her arrival not save you from
your presentation to The Queen?

ELO SE
| was delighted by the diversion,
to be sure. But | sat with her

paper all nmorning -- in truth,
all she does is repeat what she
hears.

PENEL OPE

Soneone nust report the gossip.
And does she not have a way with

wor ds?

ELO SE
Yes but what is she saying with
t hose words? Truly, | did not

m nd Wi stl edown's silence the
|ast ten nmonths, as it finally
gave ne tine to read a few articles
of substance.

(clearing her throat)
"My own sex, | hope, will excuse
me if | treat themlike rationa
creatures, instead of flattering
their fascinating graces.”
Wl | stonecraft.

PENEL OPE
Rat her... haughty.

ELO SE
I magi ne i f \Wistledown wote |ike
this, instead of sinply turning
our eye toward every new y-m nted
debutante. Perhaps then we m ght
find our respite fromthe tedious
sequence of tea parties and balls.
| rather think that the only reason
Lady Wi stledown writes about
such things is because she is not
an active participant in them

PENEL OPE
Everyone has their theory, |
suppose.

And we're off Eloise's frustration, and Penel ope's secret
smle...

28.
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43A  EXT. FEATHERI NGTON HOUSE - DAY TO NI GHT TRANSI TI ON 43A

Still gaudy as ever, even at night...
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| NT. FEATHERI NGTON HOUSE/ G RLS' DRESSI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Prudence and Philippa stand in the mrror,

happy with their outfits, as Varley attenpts to sew anot her

not exactly

butterfly onto Pru's dress. Penelope sits nearby, reading.

PHI LI PPA
But it is the same dress | wore
to the Montagu Ball |ast year.

LADY FEATHERI NGTON
Nonsense. Varley was able to

alter the stitching just here, you

see?

PRUDENCE
ow

Varl ey seens to have pricked her with her sew ng needl e.

VARLEY
VWll it does not help if you
continue to shift about!

PRUDENCE
Mama. People are going to
remenber .

LADY FEATHERI NGTON
Wl | then that woul d make you
menorable, would it not?
(then)

Everyone is well aware of our sad

condition. Ever since your
father's death, we have been but
agrieving famly of pitiable
nmourners. No one will be cruel
enough to ask any questions.

Varl ey, now finished with Pru's nmending, turns to Lady F.

VARLEY

Wuld you like ne to prepare sone

pot at oes for the | adies downstairs,

ma' anf

PRUDENCE
Pot at oes? Agai n?

PHI LI PPA

Wiy are we al ways eating potatoes?

VARLEY
(alittle too |oud)
Because these days | amthe

housekeeper, lady's maid, scullery

mai d AND cook

( CONTI NUED)

29.
44
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And a concerned Penel ope | ooks up from her book.

PENEL OPE
Have all of the staff truly
departed, nmama?

VARLEY
Though | amquite good at boiling
t he veg.

LADY FEATHERI NGTON
Thank you, Ms Varley. Potatoes
woul d be | ovely.

( CONTI NUED)
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PRUDENCE
A season with no new dresses nor
servants. Are we to enpty our
own chanberpots, too?

PHI LI PPA
Mama, | cannot do that--

LADY FEATHERI NGTON
--Cal myourselves. As | have
told you, once the new Lord
Feat herington arrives, we wll be
provi ded for.

PRUDENCE
Vel where is he?? Wiy is he
taki ng so | ong??

LADY FEATHERI NGTON
Because he wi shes to make us
suffer.

A beat, as Lady Featherington sighs.

LADY FEATHERI NGTON ( CONT' D)
| did not wish to burden you young

| adi es, but -- well our estate
has been left in sone disrepair
ever since your father... The

new Lord Featherington is off
sonewhere delighting in our

m sfortune because the man is as
cruel as can be. | hear he cast
his only son out to the Anericas
for daring to question his word.
| trenble to think where he wll
send the rest of us if he has a

m nd. Cornwal |, perhaps.
PRUDENCE

Cor nwal | !
PHI LI PPA

| suppose you nmay al ways visit
M ster Finch and ne.

PENEL OPE
If there is nary a penny for new
dresses or staff there is certainly
none for your dowy, sister.

And Penel ope eyes her nomlike, tell nme |I'mwong.

PHI LI PPA
He shall prevent ne from marrying?

LADY FEATHERI NGTON
O course not.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)

30.
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LADY FEATHERI NGTON ( CONT' D)
The man may be an old, bitter
cur mudgeon, but he is a gentlenan,
and he will keep a gentleman's
agreenent. \Which is why we nust
waste no time finding matches for
the ot of you. Unless you are
all betrothed by the tinme our
cousin arrives to claimthe
Feat heri ngton estate, we shall be
at his nercy, and then heaven
help us all!

VARLEY
W coul d al ways sell the
silverware. The dinner service
shoul d fetch a handsone price--

And a stressed AF Lady F scoffs and goes. Of Penel ope,
processing the apparent dire straights her famly is in..

| NT. DANBURY HOUSE/ KATE AND EDW NA' S DRESSI NG ROOM - NI GHT

As Kate assesses TWD BEAUTI FUL DRESSES. She takes one in
her hands, holding it up against her body in front of the
mrror, and grows pensive. A beat, before Edw na enters.

EDW NA
Are you thinking of wearing that
one? It is quite beautiful.

Kate inmedi ately puts the dress down.
KATE
No. These are for you, bon. W
have come to London to find your
husband, not m ne.

And Edwi na has to smile, teasing:

EDW NA
Yes, yes -- you are but a dear
ol d maid.

KATE

Who shall be perfectly happy doting
on my many ni eces and nephews one

day soon. | shall spoil them
exceedi ngly. You do know that,
yes?

Edwi na has to | augh, taking hold of the dress. She
breat hes deep, her excitenent briefly waning. Kate eyes
her, and we sense the deep | ove these sisters share for
each ot her.

KATE ( CONT' D)
What is it?

( CONTI NUED)

31.

45



Bridgerton Ep 201 "Capital R Rake" Pink Revisions 4.7.21 31A
EDW NA

l... Only hope they like nme
t oni ght .

( CONTI NUED)
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KATE
How coul d they not?

EDW NA
Marma is doi ng what she al ways
does when she is worried. The
gossi p she endured after marrying
appa had to have been unbearabl e,
do you not think?

KATE
I's this what troubles you? That
was many years ago.

EDW NA
Everyone will still have questions.
About our famly. About how you
and | are rel ated--

KATE
--W are sisters. This place may
feel different, but... It wll

never change the way you and |
see each other. Besides, you
heard Lady Danbury. She w |
smoot h everything over. She is
on our side.

EDW NA
The dowager does seem nore
form dable than | imagi ned. She

wi Il have your head when she | earns
of your secret norning ride. Are
you certain no one saw you?

And a tiny smle seens to formon Kate's face, before:

KATE

Yes. Now never mnd her. The
dowager is not half as frightening
as she thinks she is.

(then)
You nmust be excited! This is the
first chapter of a happy story!
Al'l you nmust do this evening is
remenber what it is you are | ooking
for.

EDW NA
Soneone charm ng. And handsone,
of course. A prince or a duke,

per haps. ..

KATE
It is not a man's appearance or
title that will win you. It is

his mind and spirit that wll
engage yours.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



Bridgerton Ep 201 "Capital R Rake" Wiite Shooting Script 3.25.21

46

KATE ( CONT' D)
He will speak in a manner that
only your heart can hear. That
is what you are | ooking for.
That is the true love you will
find.

W can see, Kate believes it. And so does Edw na, whose
heart clearly swells at this magical fairytale Kate
describes. And as MAIDS enter, ready to help -- Kate
hol ds a dress up agai nst Edwi na:

KATE ( CONT' D)
This one. They will not be ready.

And Edwi na all but squeals. Of the sisters, equal parts
excitement and nerves...

| NT. CONSERVATORY/ BALLROOM - NI GHT
Lanps glitter inside of a gorgeous glass building -- al

exotic flowers and genteel chatter filling out this
SPECTACULAR affair. W find Lady Danbury entering with

Edwi na, Kate and Mary. Edwi na's w de-eyed with excitenent.

Kate smles, trying to appear the cal m presence her sister
needs -- but it's clear, she too is awestruck. HEADS
SW VEL.

EDW NA
It is like a dream from which
hope never to wake.

KATE
That shoul d not be a problem as
you can charm peopl e even in your
sl eep. Just renenber to breathe,
bon.

Edwi na takes a breath, but remains giddy. The lush, flora

canopy beckoning them further into this stunning room
Lady Danbury leans into Mary, pointing out various
gent | emen:

LADY DANBURY
The Marquis of Ashdown.

FIND a bl ush-cheeked BOY (16) barely out of | eading
strings...

LADY DANBURY ( CONT' D)
Alittle young, to be sure, but
he has ten thousand a year. The
Earl of d oucester...

The EARL (40) stands nournfully beside the | enonade
table...

( CONTI NUED)
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And that SHE is apparently THE QUEEN

Lady D takes Mary's hand, encouraging, |eading the group

over.

LADY DANBURY ( CONT' D)
Hs wife recently died of
influenza. He m ght make a
particularly estimable addition
to your dance card this evening,
M ss Shar na.

KATE
I will not be taking to the floor
toni ght, Lady Danbury.

LADY DANBURY
I s there soneone back hone you
are yet to tell ne about?

KATE

Cone now, | amlong past all of
that. The only match | am
interested inis for ny sister.
She trusts me inplicitly.

(then)
Now what about the Duke of Suffol k?
According to Debrett's, he should
be quite the catch this year--

LADY DANBURY
--Ah, there she is.

MARY
So soon, Lady Danbury...?

Even Kate seens to shrink for a brief nonent.

QUEEN CHARLOTTE

(to BRI MSLEY and

her | adi es)
So many flowers, when what | really
seek is a gem

(seeing Lady D)
Lady Danbury! A delightful soiree,
as expected. But you do know it
will be no match for my own, later
this week.

LADY DANBURY
Your Majesty, | would not think
to conpare.

QUEEN CHARLOTTE
And rightly so.

( CONTI NUED)
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They smile. Good friends, these two.

LADY DANBURY
Your Majesty, may | present Lady
Mary Sharnma, whom you nust
remenber. And may | present her
daughters. M ss Sharma. M ss
Edw na Shar na.

And they all make their deep curtseys as Lady Danbury
beans.

LADY DANBURY ( CONT' D)
My personal, special guests for
t he season.

QUEEN CHARLOTTE
A high honor, indeed. | hear you
have nmade quite a journey to join
us again after all these years,
Lady Mary. If only you had
ext ended the courtesy of offering
your Queen a final farewell before
you left...

And The Queen noves off as Mary | owers her eyes. Kate
shifts. But Lady Danbury just smles.

LADY DANBURY
Oh, | do relish a challenge.

Lady D puts on her gane face as a worried Kate | ooks to
Mary, who's just staring at all those faces currently
giving her the side-eye. Like Lady Featherington, who
chats with Lady Eaton and Lady Cowper, Cressida in tow,
as Penel ope lingers.

LADY FEATHERI NGTON
Is that Lady Mary Sheffield?
Sharma. O, whatever the name
is. | amsurprised she would
show her face here again.

CRESSI DA
A scandal , mam?

( CONTI NUED)
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LADY COWPER
Lady Mary was the inconparabl e of
our season, until she fell in
love with and marri ed sone kind
of clerk, | hear. The two of them
absconded to India thereafter.

( CONTI NUED)
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LADY EATON
A Maharaja, | would have understood --
but the man was no nore than a
conmon worker. \Wo already had a
chil d!

LADY FEATHERI NGTON
OCh, that nust be her. The ol der
one.

Lady Cowper nods.

LADY COWPER
Lady Mary's parents, the
Sheffields, never |ived down the
shame, did they?

LADY EATON
Too shamed to show their faces in
London. They have not left their
country seat in years because of
it.

LADY COWPER
If only every famly could be as
respectabl e as ours -- yes, Lady

Feat heri ngt on?

And Lady F has to smile tightly, as she sees MR AND MRS
FINCH arriving with ALBION. Philippa rushes over to greet
hi m

ALBI ON
My love. You are a.. A .. vision

And he sneezes violently. Philippa adoringly produces a
handker chi ef, as Lady F steps away from the Cowpers.

MRS FI NCH
Lady Featherington! It is a
delightful surprise to see you in
att endance.

MR FI NCH
After such a | ong nourning period.
Al nost as | ong as our son has
been courting Philippa, if you
can i magi ne.

LADY FEATHERI NGTON
Yes, it has been a difficult tine
i ndeed. Dar kness has been our
candl e in recent nonths.

MR FI NCH

Have you cone unacconpani ed?
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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MR FI NCH ( CONT' D)
(1 ooki ng around,
eagerly)
O has the new heir finally cone
to manage this unsettled business
of your daughter's dowy?

And Lady F pauses. Also |ooking around, but only to nake
sure no one's paying themnuch attention. And then

( CONTI NUED)
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LADY FEATHERI NGTON
Unsettled. That is the precise
word, M Finch -- as I, too have
been quite unsettled indeed.
Shaken to the bone, in fact. By
grief. Mssing ny dear, dear,
very dead husband.

TEARS in her eyes. And they seemto work.

MRS FI NCH
(hisses, to M
Fi nch)
| told you it was too soon

MR FI NCH
(hi sses back)
You told ne you wi shed for the
boy to be out of our house!

MRS FI NCH
Qur apol ogi es, Lady Feat heri ngton.
Do | et us know when you are nore
settled, yes?

Lady F just dabs at her eyes, nustering a nod. The Finches
go, and the waterworks stop on a dine. Of an exasperated
Lady F, we ANGLE ON the Bridgertons: Violet with El oise,

Ant hony, and Benedict -- just arriving.
ANTHONY
(to El oi se)
Stop fussing with your dress.
VI CLET
You | ook | ovely, dear.
ELO SE

| look like a prize calf, trussed
up for auction.

BENEDI CT
(t easi ng)
Moo. . .

Violet swats him

VI OLET
Even Daphne felt nobst apprehensive
at her first official ball, and
| ook how well her season turned
out .

The baby-faced MARQUI S approaches. El oise clocks him
tensing up. Benedict |eans in--

( CONTI NUED)
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BENEDI CT
Conme, sister. The cakes at these
occasions are surprisingly good.

Thankful for the save, Eloise links arnms with Ben before
Violet can stop them Anthony | ooks around, frowning.

ANTHONY
It truly is a sparse crop

VI OLET
| amsure there i s soneone here
who will charmyou. After all,
this is the season THE VI SCOUNT
| NTENDS TO FIND A W FE

She announces that part |oudly, and sure enough -- it's
bait in the water: MAMAS and DEBS snap to attention.
Eyes widen. Jaws drop. Violet beans, nodding to all.
Ant hony gl ares.

ANTHONY
You honestly just did that.

VI OLET
| believe | did.

A SHARP MAMA pushes her NERVOUS DAUGHTER forward, as OTHER
MAMVAS start to swarm around a bel eaguered Anthony. OFf
the hive, we MOVE to find the Sharmas and Lady Danbury,
across the room Suddenly, Kate spots Anthony -- her

eyes widening in recognition--

KATE
| know that gentl eman.

EDW NA
VWho?

( CONTI NUED)
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LADY DANBURY
The Viscount? | do not believe |
have yet made an introduction..

Kate catches herself. She can't reveal she was out riding.

KATE
O course, it nmust be nmy m stake.

LADY DANBURY
Though you do have quite the eye.
Vi scount Bridgerton is wealthy,
wel | - connected and from one of
the ton's nost illustrious
famlies. Apparently hoping to
marry this season, he may very
wel | be our nost eligible bachel or

i ndeed. . .
EDW NA

He is very handsone.
KATE

Yes. | suppose he is.

And she's playing it cool, just as Lady Danbury spots--

LADY DANBURY
Lord Corning! | was hoping to
see you this evening. Allow ne
to introduce to you Mss Sharnma
and M ss Edwi na Shar na.

LORD CORNI NG
It is a pleasure. M ss Edw na,
woul d you honor nme with a dance?

But Edwi na only | ooks to Kate for approval. Corning' s a
little confused.

KATE
Corni ng, you said?

LADY DANBURY
The Baron Corning...

And Kate reluctantly gives Edwi na a nod.

EDW NA
| would be delighted, ny |ord.

As Edwi na and Corning head to the floor, Lady D gl ares at
Kate Iike, wf?

KATE

| do not recall reading of Lord
Corning's famly in nmy research--

( CONTI NUED)
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47

LADY DANBURY

--1t does not matter what you
have and have not read. It is
unaccept abl e here for a young

| ady to decline a dance with a
gentl eman unl ess she is al ready
reserved by another. | see we
have much to | earn.

And she notions for a chastened Kate to follow -- just as
we clock Kate's eyes falling back to where she saw Ant hony.
Only now, he's gone. Of Kate, follow ng Lady D...

| NT. CONSERVATCORY/ HALLWAY - NI GHT 47

As Penel ope, blending in with the bright florals lining
this corridor, eavesdrops on TWO FOOTMEN- -

CHATTY FOOTMAN
...And they say MIlerson has a
whelp in the country. Spitting
i mge of his father--

ELO SE (O S.)
There you are!

Pen startles as Eloise joins her.

ELO SE ( CONT' D)
OCh, Pen. | amso glad to see
you. Mama is already being
i nsuf f erabl e.

PENEL OPE
At | east she did not see fit to
dress you as a sunflower. |
decl are a bee keeps m staking ne
for the real thing.

And now they're intercepted by LORDS STANLEY and CHO.

LORD STANLEY
M ss Bridgerton. May | request
your next dance?

LORD CHO
O | mght acconpany you to fetch
sone | enbnade? You seem par ched.

PENEL OPE

How can you tell, is she wilting?
LORD CHO

O punch if you prefer.
PENEL OPE

It was a plant pun if you were

wonderi ng. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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49

He was not. Penelope is utterly invisible to the nen.

ELO SE
Apol ogi es, gentlenen, | regret to
informyou that ny dance card is
al ready full.

She waves it at them and whi sks Penel ope away. A confused
Pen grabs El's dance card and holds it up.

PENELOPE
Lord Byron? Wellington? Eloise,
t hese nanes are fal se!

ELO SE
| amnmerely following ny sister's
val uabl e advice. She told nme
that it is of the utnost inportance
for a lady's dance card to be
filled with all of the right nanes.

VIOLET (O S.)
El oi se?

El oi se quickly hides the dance card as Viol et approaches.

VI CLET ( CONT' D)
There you are, dear. Conme, there
is soneone | would |like you to
neet .

And she grabs Eloise by the hand. As El throws a | ook
back to Pen -- kill me now Of Pen, offering an
encour agi ng nod before spotting those chatty footnen
again. ..

| NT. CONSERVATORY/ BALLROOM - NI GHT 48

As Edwina twirls the night away, we find Kate watching

her sister fromthe sidelines |ike a worried chaperone.
Only then -- Anthony conmes into her view, with his partner,
on the dance floor, too. Kate suddenly shrinks back,
starting to nove along the perinmeter -- watching him
closely. He doesn't exactly | ook happy out there.

Probably because his partner -- the NERVOUS DEB -- is
stepping all over his toes. She |ooks at him pleadingly,
as Ant hony decides to relieve this poor girl and bow from
the dance early. Kate steps behind a group of people,
trying not to be seen, as Anthony heads out to the terrace.
Kate | ooks to Edwi na once nore, seemngly settled into

her dance and in no need of assistance. Of Kate, deciding
to | eave her watchful post, and head for that terrace..

EXT. CONSERVATORY/ TERRACE - NI GHT 49

Ant hony, tense, takes a deep breath. A group of gentlenen
is nearby: Lords Stanley, Cho and Fife.

( CONTI NUED)
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LORD FI FE
Bridgerton! | owe you a drink

ANTHONY
What ever for?

LORD FI FE
Wth you as the prized catch of
t he season, the rest of us wll
receive a respite fromthe marriage-
m nded mamas this season indeed.

Unseen by them Kate steps out onto the terrace. The nen
are hidden fromview by a floral screen, but she hears
their voices as they banter, |ocker-roomstyle.

ANTHONY
Enj oy your freedomwhile it |asts.
You too will soon submt to this
ridiculous rigmarole of courtship --
squiring every eligible mss around
town until you are barely able to
see straight.

LORD CHO
I's one |lady unlike any other?
Sinply pick the |east
obj ectionabl e, and get her wed,
bed, and bred. Then you can return
to nore pl easurable pursuits.

LORD STANLEY
And nore pl easurabl e partners.

They | augh, as behind the flowers, Kate noves cl oser..

ANTHONY
You may be cavalier, but if I
nmust | eg-shackl e nyself in
marriage, the lady in question
shoul d have nore to recomend
her .

LORD FI FE
Do not tell us you are hoping for
a |l ove match?

ANTHONY
Love is the last thing | desire.
But if my children are to be of
good stock, then their nother
nmust be of inpeccable quality.

And now Kate's scow begins to grow.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANTHONY ( CONT' D)
A pl easing face, an acceptable
wit, genteel manners enough to
credit a Viscountess... It should
not be so hard to find, and yet
t he debutantes of London fal
short at every turn.

LORD CHO
You want the best, perhaps The
Queen will finally nane a dianond.
Save you some trouble. At |east,
of choosing her. Woing the piece
will be a different story, indeed.

ANTHONY
| shall have no problemthere.

They | augh again. Lord Fife takes out his pipe, then
pats his pockets. No tobacco.

LORD FI FE
The smoki ng room gentl enmen?

ANTHONY
| shall be there anon.

And the lords take their |eave. Anthony turns to the
dark gardens, still tense. Kate tries to nmake a discreet
exit, but inadvertently nakes a NO SE.

ANTHONY ( CONT' D)
| s soneone there?
(of f the silence)
| can see--

Kat e rel uctan

tly steps out of the shadows. Anthony's
expression lifts

, happy to see her, but Kate is wary.

ANTHONY ( CONT' D)
You.

KATE
Pardon me, ny |ord.

ANTHONY
Lost a second tine, are we?

And he's trying for charm but Kate's in no nood as she
keeps wal ki ng back to the party. Anthony catches up.

ANTHONY ( CONT' D)

I was wondering if we would neet
agai n- -

( CONTI NUED)
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KATE
--So that you mght discern if ny
wit is acceptable, nmy manners
gent eel ?

( CONTI NUED)
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Ant hony realizes she's heard everything. He stops.

ANTHONY
You were eavesdroppi ng.

She scoffs. Al so stops.

KATE
It was hardly an effort, seeing
as you were proclaimng your many
requirements for a wife | oud enough
for the entire party to hear.

ANTHONY
You take issue with ny
requi rements?

KATE
| take issue with any nman who
views wormen nerely as chattels
and breedi ng st ock.

ANTHONY
None of that was neant--

KATE
--Tell ne, Viscount Bridgerton.
When you nmanage to find this
paragon of virtue, what ever makes
you think that she will accept
your suit? Are the young | adies
of London truly so easily won by
a pleasing smle and absolutely
not hi ng nore?

ANTHONY
So you find ny snmle pleasing.

KATE
I find your opinion of yourself
entirely too high

ANTHONY
| could say the same of you.

Kate takes a breath, steadying herself.

KATE
Your character is as deficient as
your horsemanship. | shall bid

you good ni ght.

And with that, Kate stal ks away. Of Anthony, pretending
like that didn't hurt...
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50 | NT. CONSERVATCORY/ HALLWAY - NI GHT

Penel ope paces,
the carriages ar
CARRI AGE dr awi ng

anxi ously | ooking out of a wi ndow to where
e parked outside, where she sees a H RED

up.

( CONTI NUED)
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51

The DRI VER holds up his lantern and flashes it. Penel ope
smles. And she's heading for the exit when El oi se
suddenly energes fromthe ballroom again--

ELO SE
You are still out here? Are you
goi ng sonmewhere, Pen?

Pen freezes, caught.

PENEL OPE
... WAs just getting sone air.
It is so very stifling in the
bal | room

ELO SE
The air, or the dreary
conversation?

(then)
| do suppose this is the one
benefit of being out. | have you

to run off with. W shall never
have to be al one!

PENEL OPE
... My thoughts exactly!

And El oi se links her armthrough her friend's. Of Pen,
stuck, her usual Wi stledown routine totally blown...

| NT. CONSERVATORY/ BALLROOM - NI GHT 51

As Benedict gets into the ratafia, Violet approaches --
gr abbi ng her own gl ass.

VI CLET
Have you seen your brother? O
your sister?

BENEDI CT
They managed to escape you? Good
for them

Viol et spots a solo Lady Danbury approachi ng.

VI CLET
Lady Danbury. A splendid evening.

LADY DANBURY
For the nost part. There are a
few guests whose absence | m ght
not have regretted.

VI CLET
| do hope I amnot one of them

And Lady D shoots her a | ook.

( CONTI NUED)
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And Vi ol et

LADY DANBURY
You and | have commmon i nterests
this season, it seens.

VI CLET
| heard. Your wards -- | | ook
forward to neeting them

LADY DANBURY

And | |l ook forward to show ng
t hese ot her mamas how t he gane
ought to be pl ayed.

(then)
Though it appears you have al ready
stoked the fire by inform ng them
of the Viscount's intentions this
season. ..

smles. Holding up her drink.

VI CLET
My son said he was ready. Wo am
| to question it?

LADY DANBURY

(noddi ng)
They all must conme around
eventual ly, | suppose--
KATE (O S.)

--Lady Danbury, we wi sh to | eave.

A heated Kate stornms up, Edwina in tow

LADY DANBURY
Mss Sharna. Allow nme to introduce
you to--

KATE
--Charmed. M nother is already
in our carriage. W will see you
at hone.

LADY DANBURY
(quietly)
Peopl e are watching, mny dear.
You are clearly upset but this is
no way- -

KATE
--What is clear is that we are
woef ul | y unprepared to navigate
this lion's den. | am sure
Edwi na' s absence will only make
her that nmuch nore desirable.

( CONTI NUED)
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EDW NA
It truly was a magnificent soiree,
Lady Danbury. W are nobst gracious--

But now Kate's just ushering Edwi na towards the exit. As
Lady Danbury turns back to Violet--

VI OLET

Vll. It would seem both of us
may have our hands full this year

( CONTI NUED)
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52

53

54

LADY DANBURY

Not if | have sonmething to say
about it. And as you very well
know, | always have sonething to
say.

Of Lady Danbury, determined not to | ose control of this
season. ..

| NT. FEATHERI NGTON HOUSE/ PENELOPE' S ROOM - NI GHT 52
Pen enters, just honme fromthe ball--

PENEL OPE
Del i ghtful evening, nmama. N ght,
sisters.

She shuts the door behind her, turning anxious. And then
she renmoves her FOLDED MANUSCRI PT from her dress. Starts
to pace. Thinking, thinking... Until she quietly opens
her door, making sure no one's there. Of her deep breath:

EXT. LONDON/ | NT. CARRI AGE - DAWN 53
Penel ope, now in her servant disguise, can't sit still.

PENEL OPE
Can you go any faster?

I NT. PRI NTI NG PRESS - DAWN 54

Mster Harris is just packing up, when a breathl ess Pen
hurries in with her pages.

HARRI S
Lawks, | thought you weren't
com ng.

PENEL OPE

My m stress apol ogi zes for the
delay. This is for today. It
must print before noon.

Harris shifts. Unlikely. But Pen doesn't have tine to
waste. She sw pes the CLOTH BAG OF CO NS on the table.

PENELOPE ( CONT' D)
Last edition's takings, yes?
Ei ght hundred copies at five pence
a piece, sold for eight pence
each, mnus the delivery boys'
wages there should be el even pounds

two shillings here altogether.
(digging into the
bag)

My mstress is prepared to make

it an even ten. You get to keep

the surplus for the rapid service.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



Bridgerton Ep 201 "Capital R Rake" Wiite Shooting Script 3.25.21

55

56

PENELOPE ( CONT' D)
These kinds of delays are sure to
be nore frequent now due to an
unf oreseen circunstance anyway,
so... |It's really a bargain.

She tosses a few coins back on the table. And off a
seem ngly unwavering Pen, staring Mster Harris down...

LADY WHI STLEDOMN (V. Q)
There is nothing quite |ike the
sweet -scented snell of success.
But after taking in the scene
fromlast night's festivities, it
is clear the season won't be quite
so fragrant for everyone..

I NT. ANTHONY' S APARTMENT/ STUDY - MORNI NG

Ant hony's eyes are bleary as he pores over a stack of
docunent s.

LADY WHI STLEDOMN (V. Q)
The Vi scount Bridgerton's own
mama may have |oudly decl ared her
el dest son's lofty intentions to
marry. Yet | cannot be the only
one wondering if this former
capital -R-Rake is indeed ready to
flourish.

Ant hony sighs, worn out. He catches sight of his watch
on the desk, and covers it with a piece of paper, as we

go. ..
EXT. BUCKI NGHAM HOUSE/ GARDENS - MORNI NG

To find The Queen (and her Pons) reading LWD over an
el aborat e breakfast, Brinsley standing by.

LADY WHI STLEDOMN (V. Q)
Per haps the Viscount, |ike the
rest of us, is sinply waiting for
The Queen to finally nane her
di amond. O perhaps this author
shoul d take matters into her own
hands. . .

Qur Queen lowers the newsletter with a scoff.
QUEEN CHARLOTTE

| shall not be hustled into nmaking
ny selection. Not by anyone.

BRI MSLEY
O course, Your Majesty.

And she pushes her plate to the side, annoyed.

( CONTI NUED)
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57

58

QUEEN CHARLOTTE
Take this away. And bring nme a
list of the peerage.

| NT. BRI DGERTON HOUSE/ DRAW NG ROOM - DAY 57

It's calling hour and Eloise is in hell -- sat with the
baby-faced MARQUIS. Violet beans, as G and H play on the
floor.

VI CLET
(to the Marquis)
Sone tea, ny lord?

ELO SE
(rmur rmur ed)
Per haps sonme warm m | k may be
better.

MARQUI S OF ASHDOWN
(re: H& Q
Ch, are those narbles? What fun.

And he gets down on his knees to play with the children,
El oi se turns to her nother:

ELO SE
M ght | go and read now?

LADY WHI STLEDOMN (V. Q)
Though of the many purportedly
wel | -trai ned and bred hot - house
flowers on display this year --
this author nust wonder if a nore
surprising choice mght still be
in store. ..

Of Eloise, hurrying fromthe room Violet watching her
go. ..

| NT. DANBURY HOUSE/ DRAW NG ROOM - DAY 58

GENTLEMEN cal | on the Sharma sisters -- Kate having
positioned herself firmy between her sister and any
potential suitor. And she just seenms to have deni ed Lords
Cho and Fife -- now heading for the door, passing Lady
Danbury and Mary, who stand watch.

LORD CHO
The younger one would do, if the
el dest just got out of the way.

LORD FI FE
A spinster is one thing, but a
hel | -cat, too? Dreadful.

Lady D studies Kate, who now holds up her tea to cheers
her from across the room

( CONTI NUED)



Bridgerton Ep 201 "Capital R Rake" Pink Revisions 4.7.21 49A.
Lady D nods back, turning to Mary.

LADY DANBURY
Do you renenber all of this
busi ness of marriage, Lady Mary?

MARY
I ndeed. Though | quite w sh |
di d not.
Lady Danbury turns to her -- sensing sonething troubling

beneath Mary's eyes. And Lady D would say nore, only
NEWION suddenly races in and junps up on sonething | ovely--

LADY DANBURY
Not on the settee!

And she nods for a footnman to DO sonething before we're
off a vexed Lady D...
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59 | NT. FEATHERI NGTON HOUSE/ DRAW NG ROOM - DAY

Philippa' s sat at the table with Al bion, who reads LWD
while a bitter Prudence lingers nearby. Pen's at her
wi ndow, along with Lady F, on the sofa.

LADY WHI STLEDOMN (V. Q)
Wi ch ever darling mss receives
such high esteem |et us hope
there is a suitor avail able of
only the sharpest wit, lest his
dry nmusings | eave a young | ady
wilting like a parched rose...

ALBI ON
It is rather clever, the way she
uses plant puns to belittle.

And Pen has to snile.

PENEL OPE
Cl ever indeed.

As Lady F sags, leaning into Varley:

LADY FEATHERI NGTON
The candl esticks. See what they
are worth.

Varl ey nods and we're off Penel ope, having heard the
exchange -- her smle fading, as we END SEQUENCE

60 | NT. BRI DGERTON HOUSE/ DRAW NG ROOM - DAY

A fun-filled Bridgerton hang! Anthony reads the paper,
Francesca's at the pianoforte, G and H jostle for scones,
and El oi se reads -- as Viol et peruses sone FABRI C CHO CES
courtesy of GENEVI EVE DELACRO X.

VI CLET
Lady Goring was quite taken with
El oi se's dress | ast night, Mudane
Del acroi x. She woul d keep sayi ng
how wel | it conpl emented her
conpl exi on. She said you rem nded
her of Daphne, dearest.

ELO SE
(not | ooking up
from her book)

| am not Daphne.

( CONTI NUED)
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VI CLET
(re: the fabric)
This is the one.

GENEVI EVE
Wth pleasure, Lady Bridgerton.

And as Genevi eve begins to gather her things, Violet heads
for Eloise--

VI CLET
You do know, El oise, that you
m ght enjoy the next ball if you
in fact danced with soneone.
Meeting new people -- it can be
thrilling.

ELO SE

Yes it certainly seened as if
Anthony had a thrilling tine.
Swept away by many a ni nbl e-f oot ed
young | ady, were you brother?

ANTHONY
| can still barely feel ny toes.
| thought you | adies were taught
t o dance.

ELO SE

And | thought you gentlemen were
capabl e of worthwhile conversation.
How sad that both our hopes were
dashed.

HYACI NTH
I think El oi se would nmake a
brilliant dianond.

And now even Francesca has to suddenly stop playing.

VI CLET
| could not agree nore, Hyacinth.
Per haps Her Majesty will take
note at her ball tonorrow night.

ELO SE
(to Hyacinth)
| despise you.

Meanwhi l e, at the door, Gen's heading out -- only she
runs into a surprised Benedict, just on his way in.
BENEDI CT
Madanme Del acroix. | did not know

you were back in town.

GENEVI EVE
Bi en sir!
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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61

wat chf ul

And Benedict flashes a smile,
as Ant hony smrks, rising--

GENEVI EVE ( CONT' D)
Who el se coul d dress these delicate
debut antes for the season?

BENEDI CT
Does that nmean | shall see you
|ater tonight? | hear there is a

party.

Genevi eve eyes him considering. Until--

GENEVI EVE
I have nmuch work to do, M ster
Bridgerton, and ny art mnust cone
before... all else. Enjoy your
time.

And she goes. Benedict heads for the sofas, under the
eye of his ol der brother--

ANTHONY
Are you and the nodiste still...
maki ng a stitch?

BENEDI CT
Apparently not. Have you found a
wife yet, or are you planning to
of fend every young | ady until
there are none left? 1s nother
awar e?

VI OLET
Awar e of what?

ANTHONY
| amoff to deal with our
solicitor. Have fun with your
pretty pictures, brother.

Only now Violet's foll owi ng Ant hony out and i nto:
| NT. BRI DGERTON HOUSE/ QUTSI DE DRAW NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

VI CLET
There were sone | ovely young | adi es
in attendance last night -- were

there not? Lady Delilah has
beautiful manners. And | hear

M ss Goodrumis quite acconplished
with her needl ework. Perhaps you
shall get to know them better
soon?

( CONTI NUED)

taki ng out his sketch book,
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ANTHONY
Lady Delilah can barely string a
sentence together for nerves.
And M ss Goodrum t hought that
Napol eon fights for the Spanish.
And as for every other eager chit
you pushed in ny direction, |
woul d happily never |ay eyes on
t hem agai n.

VI CLET
Ch, Ant hony.

ANTHONY
I am | ooking for perfection,
not her. And you shoul d be, too.
The woman | marry shall be the
Vi scount ess Bridgerton. The |ady
of this househol d, responsible
for launching ny sisters and
bearing ny children. Do you truly
desire themto be raised by a
woman who does not know how to so
much as hold a map right side up?

Viol et | ooks at himsadly.

ANTHONY ( CONT' D)
This is the duty | must fulfill.

He turns to go.
VI OLET

You will end up alone. Wth such
expect ati ons.

ANTHONY
Good day, nother.
And as he goes, we see it -- the dark expression that
tells us he just might think Violet is right...
61A  EXT. FEATHERI NGTON HOUSE - NI GHT 61A
Est abl i shi ng.
62 | NT. FEATHERI NGTON HOUSE/ PENELOPE' S BEDROOM - NI GHT 62

Penel ope has one of her holl ow noney-books in her hand as
she guiltily surveys her secret stash. Should she solve
her famly's noney problens? FOOTSTEPS conme in the
hal | way, and she quickly KICKS the floorboard back into
pl ace before Prudence saunters in.

PRUDENCE
Wiy is it so quiet in here?

( CONTI NUED)
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PENEL OPE
Because | am al one? Reading. As
| al ways do.

And she clutches the noney-book as evi dence.
PRUDENCE
You are so boring. | wll be

perfectly putrified if Philippa
does nmanage to marry Finch

( CONTI NUED)
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PENEL OPE
Petrified. The word is petrified.

But Pru is ignoring her: she's seen pages on Pen's desk.

PRUDENCE
What is that...?

PENEL OPE
What i s what?

PRUDENCE
What you are witing.

PENEL OPE
| am not writing.

PRUDENCE
But you were.

And Prudence snatches the page. Pen leaps up -- trying
to get a hold of it--

PENEL OPE
Prudence! Do not... Hand it
back!

But it's too |ate because now Prudence's eyes are w dening.

PRUDENCE
Ch my... You little devil-doll.
This is what occupies your "quiet"

time?

Shit. Penel ope squirms, blood rising in her neck. And
just as we think this whole Wi stl edown ruse has conme to
an end. ..

LADY FEATHERI NGTON (O S.)
What are you | adi es doing, still
up?

Busted, the sisters spin to the door where their nettled
mama gl owers at them fromthe doorway.

PRUDENCE
Penel ope was witing. To Colin
Bridgerton

And Pen just | ooks away, horribly enbarrassed.

LADY FEATHERI NGTON
Wl | that would explain the ink
all over her fingers. | declare,
Penel ope.

PENEL OPE
Colinis ny friend.

( CONTI NUED)
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Lady F rolls her eyes. Prudence snorts.

( CONTI NUED)
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PRUDENCE
As if he would ever waste his ink
on soneone |ike you

As a downcast Pen sighs, Lady F cl ocks her books--

LADY FEATHERI NGTON
Are they worth anything?

PENEL OPE
VWhat ?

LADY FEATHERI NGTON
Your books. Books can be worth
sonet hi ng, can they not?

She browses the shelves, taking a book and flipping through
t he pages. Penel ope hides her MONEY BOOK behi nd her back.

PENEL OPE
|... do not think so, mana.

LADY FEATHERI NGTON

Pity.

(then)
You nust stop wasting your precious
time on such pointless pursuits
as witing silly letters. Colin
Bridgerton is no nore your friend
than | amthe next Catherine the
Great. Now wi pe your hands | est
soneone think you a commoner

And she goes with Prudence. Of Penelope, gingerly placing
down her noney book, clearly not ready to help...

62A  EXT. DANBURY HOUSE - NI GHT 62A
Est abl i shi ng.
63 | NT. DANBURY HOUSE/ DRAW NG ROOM - NI GHT 63

Lady Danbury snokes a cheroot by the w ndow, strategizing
no doubt -- when her footman enters.

DANBURY FOOTMAN
Aletter for you, ma'am

She nods, opens the letter -- captivated by its contents...
64 | NT. DANBURY HOUSE/ KATE'S ROOM - NI GHT 64

Kate, ignoring her cup of tea, peers out a w ndow
over| ooki ng those stabl ed horses. Danbury approaches.

LADY DANBURY

Your tea grows cold. M horses
do not.

( CONTI NUED)
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Kate catches herself, sips her tea. Lady D eyes her a
beat .

( CONTI NUED)
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LADY DANBURY ( CONT' D)
Did you plan to ride again tonorrow
nor ni ng?

And Kate just stands there. Caught.

LADY DANBURY ( CONT' D)
| know all that goes on in ny
hone. And since you insist on
sneaki ng around | may as wel |
save us both the trouble.

Danbury holds up a letter

LADY DANBURY ( CONT' D)
Correspondence from your grand-
parents, the Sheffields. | wote
to them before you arrived.

KATE
Those people are not ny grand-
parents, Lady Danbury. | have no

relation to them what soever, in
fact. Yet | amquite surprised
to learn you still associate with
t hem

LADY DANBURY
I would nuch prefer not to. But
| certainly could not agree to
play host to their daughter this
season without first informng
themof mnmy intentions. That would
be tactless. And such things as
manners and rul es are inportant,
| think.

A beat, as she holds Kate's gaze.
LADY DANBURY ( CONT' D)

It seens you have not been
straightforward with ne.

KATE
| realize, | should not have gone
out for a norning ride without a

chaper one.

LADY DANBURY
And what about failing to tell ne
why you have truly come to London
with your sister? | amrather
nore concerned about that.

KATE

We are here to find Edwi na a
husband.

( CONTI NUED)
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LADY DANBURY
And is that all?

As Kate opens her mouth to speak--

LADY DANBURY ( CONT'
You woul d be wi se to reconsider

4.23.21

D)

resorting to nore forgeries and
hal f-truths, Mss Sharma. Very

few attenpt to outwit nme. And
even fewer succeed.

Nope. Lady D ain't nothin' to fuck with

ri ght now. As

Kate falls silent and Lady Danbury assesses her:

LADY DANBURY ( CONT'
You are living under ny roof.

D)

Under ny care. You are relying
on my good nane. M connections.
My noney. | vouched for you and

your sister in front of Her Mj

esty

The Queen. Al because | thought
| was paying a kindness to an old

friend--

KATE
--And we are truly grateful for
it--

LADY DANBURY
--An old friend who is clearly

no

| onger as well as she should be.

(then)
Your manma nisses your father,

naturally. But she never wanted
to come back here, did she? You

di d.
Kat e doesn't even have to say anything.

LADY DANBURY ( CONT'

Lady D knows.
D)

| have no interest in being used
as a pawn in sonmeone el se's gane.

KATE
That is not what we are doing--

LADY DANBURY

--Then tell me what stipulations

t he Sheffields have apparently

set dowmn with regard to Edwi na's
match. Stipul ations which, if
met, will, | am guessing, guarantee

great fortune for you and your
fam|y?

A long, tense beat. Kate better start talking.

( CONTI NUED)
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KATE
Edwi na nmust marry an Engli shman
of nobility.

As we watch that |and on Lady D...

LADY DANBURY
They coul d not control your mama's
marriage so they nean to interfere
with your sister's.

KATE
Yes. They never recovered from
ny father's lack of rank and,

title.

(then)
Though | et nme assure you, Lady
Danbury. | amnot here for selfish

reasons. After ny father died,
manma and | did the best we could
to raise Edwina. Al so that she
woul d never know of our struggl es.
But our noney ran low. So we
used the last we had for this
very journey. The Sheffields
have agreed to bestow a sizable
dowy on ny sister, and | ook after
ny mama -- but only if Edw na
marries... properly.

LADY DANBURY
And what about you?

KATE
| do not matter. This is...
This is what | nust do.

LADY DANBURY
Become a spinster?

KATE
If I could marry for the sake of
ny famly, | would. But | am not
mama' s daughter by birth. Edw na

is.

(then)
Do you think this has been easy,
Lady Danbury? | have spent the
| ast eight years raising ny sister
towalk in the right way, to talk
and to play the pianoforte just

so -- teaching her tw ce as much
and wat ching her work tw ce as
hard as anyone el se. | even showed

her how to nake this pitiful excuse
for tea the English so adore.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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KATE ( CONT' D)
| despise English tea. But if it

nmeans that ny sister will not be
| eft destitute, then | wll smle
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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KATE ( CONT' D)

and | will nod politely after
each and every sip, to be sure.

( CONTI NUED)
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And now it's clear -- Lady D can't help but be a bit
i mpressed by this very honest side of this girl. Another
beat .

LADY DANBURY
Your sister has a right to know.
As you said, it is her future.

KATE
That is precisely why | shield
her. Because | know her. |f she

was rmade aware of the circunstances
she would quickly marry only to
pl ease us. She would say yes to
any man kind enough to ask. Edw na
deserves a chance to find | ove
Wi t hout such a burden.

(then)
I woul d never ask you to hel p us,
Lady Danbury. But, please, you
must not tell a soul. That is
all | shall ever ask of you.

And a vul nerabl e Kate heads away. Of Lady Danbury,
realizing the stakes for the season couldn't be higher..

LADY WHI STLEDOMN (V. Q)
Fornmed under pressure, desired by
many, yet possessed only by a
fortunate few -- there is nothing
on earth quite so envied as a
di anond. ..

| NT. BUCKI NGHAM HOUSE/ BALLROOM - NI GHT

The glinmering Dianond Ball! |It's a decadent cel ebration
that's certainly fit for a Queen, who surveys the turnout
by the entrance, pleased with this crowd dripping in
jewels. ..

LADY WHI STLEDOMN (V. Q)
M ght our Queen finally extinguish
the fevered specul ati on and best ow
t he hi ghest of honors to a nost
fortunate young | ady tonight?

FIND Lady F entering with Pru, Phil and Pen.
LADY FEATHERI NGTON
Show your figures, girls.
Rermenber, di anonds are pointy.
And she pushes themtoward The Queen.

LADY FEATHERI NGTON ( CONT' D)
Your Majesty.

( CONTI NUED)
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They curtsy, but the queen sinply nods and | ooks away.
As they continue forward..

( CONTI NUED)
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PRUDENCE
(to Lady F)
Did | sparkle?

LADY FEATHERI NGTON
You di d sonet hi ng.

LADY WHI STLEDOMN (V. Q)
Wth so many futures at risk, |
do suspect this author is not the
only one waiting with bated breath.

O f our Featheringtons, and Penel ope heading for that
wall, we nove to FIND the Sharmas entering with Lady
Danbury. An overwhel ned Edwi na takes in the beauty, The
Queen just ahead.

KATE
Just renmenber, bon. There is no
one here who can hold a candle to
your grace.

And Edwi na squeezes her sister's hand. Kate catches Lady
Danbury's eye and we clock the lingering tension as they

approach QC

LADY DANBURY
Your Majesty. Lady Mary Sharnm,
M ss Sharma, M ss Edw na Shar ma.

QUEEN CHARLOTTE
Ah, yes. | do hope you are finding
everything in town to your
satisfaction, Lady Mary.

MARY
I ndeed | am Your Majesty--

QUEEN CHARLOTTE
--This tine around, that is.

Lady Mary goes still. And just as Kate's about to say
sonet hing for her nother, Lady D junps in:

LADY DANBURY
Per haps your nother nmight enjoy
sone refreshment, M ss Sharna.

And Lady D nods at Kate, like -- | got this. Kate nods
back, surprised yet grateful, ushering away Mary and
Edwi na. Lady Danbury | eans in.

LADY DANBURY ( CONT' D)
I mght think Lady Mary deserves
sone recognition, m' am

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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LADY DANBURY ( CONT' D)
It is certainly a sign of true
devotion on her part -- having
sought to introduce her daughters
under the discerning eye of Your
Mpj esty, after all. The youngest
one, in particular, | think, is
certain to nake the kind of match
that will be the envy of the ton.

( CONTI NUED)
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QUEEN CHARLOTTE
Wiy do | sense ny strings being
pul | ed, Lady Danbury?

LADY DANBURY

| only mean to say -- an outsider
woul d be the shrewd choice this
year. It would assuredly surprise

a certain scribbler who will have
never seen it comng. You wanted
to shake up the season. Nowis
your chance.

And as Kate watches Lady D, wondering what she just said,
we ANGLE ON Viol et, Anthony, Benedict and El oi se entering.
As Ant hony and Ben scan the crowd of pretty young things--

BENEDI CT
Anyone here you have not yet
rej ected?

ANTHONY

You are the artist. Do you see
anyone renotely inspiring?

(of f Ben's shrug)
W shal |l have our dianond tonight.
And | shall have a wfe.

They bow to The Queen, who suddenly seens to |ight up:

QUEEN CHARLOTTE
Lady Bridgerton. M ss Bridgerton.
Such a shane your presentation at
court was so rudely interrupted.

ELA SE
A shane, indeed.

QUEEN CHARLOTTE
| nearly forgot you were naking
your debut this season. After
your el der sister's triunmph --
per haps good fortune mght run in
the famly.

Oh, shit. Is Eloise going to ACTUALLY be named our

di amond? Violet's eyes go wide as Eloise's face FALLS.
And Cressida, nearby, audibly SCOFFS. Violet el bows El
to SAY SOVETHI NG

ELO SE
It is a delightful ball, Your
Mpj esty. Very dianond-y. Though
| must admit, | amnore of an
enmeral d person nyself.

And now there's a bit of silence -- Violet nortified --
until... The Queen just CACKLES.

( CONTI NUED)
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QUEEN CHARLOTTE
OCh. Oh dear. M favorite neckl ace
is one of eneralds. How thoughtful
of you to know that! It seens
you have indeed conme a | ong way
since |last year, Mss Bridgerton..

Wth a delicious smle, The Queen noves on. As the
Bri dgertons head deeper into the ballroom.

BENEDI CT
If The Queen in fact nanes El oise
t he di anond, whomw || you marry
t hen, brother?

ANTHONY
Hush you.
And as Eloise takes in all those eyes on her now, she
spots Pen, up against the wall, and races toward her--
ELO SE
W nust |eave. The Queen. |
sonehow managed to... charmher

She seens to in fact LIKE ne.

PENEL OPE
El oi se, you nust cal m-

Only now Cressida's swanni ng over

CRESSI DA
El oi se Bridgerton the dianond.
Per haps now you m ght stop spendi ng
time with insipid wallflowers al
eveni ng and refine your circle of
friends. | may have an opening--

ELA SE
--1 would rather die.

And she takes Pen by the hand, heading toward the exit--
66 EXT. BUCKI NGHAM HOUSE/ BACK LAWN - NI GHT
As El oi se | eads Pen away fromthe festivities--

PENEL OPE
El oi se. Eloise, where are we--

ELA SE
- - ANYWHERE but in there.

And they finally reach an area FULL OF DAFFODI LS. El oi se

calms. Taking in the air. Pen just |ooks at her. A
beat .

( CONTI NUED)
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ELO SE ( CONT' D)
How you managed an entire season
of these absurd events al ongsi de
peopl e |ike Cressida Cowper is
beyond me. And it is not just

her. It is all of them Staring
at ne as if | were some china
t eapot .

(then)
How did you do it on your own,
Pen?

PENEL OPE

| do not share your difficulties,
El. Insipid wallflower. Renenber?

El oi se realizes what she is saying. Looks to her

ELO SE
That is not... Cressida is only
i ncensed that even her new dress
cannot hide her character.

Pen smles at her protective friend, watching as El oi se
finds a place on the ground near the daffodils and gets
confortable. Pen goes to sit beside her. Another beat.

PENEL OPE
It is not so bad you know. The
wal | fl ower thing. | always get

the first taste of |enpnade. |
know who all the best dancers are
just fromwatching. | can always
tell when a suitor is serious
about courtship just by how he

| ooks when a young | ady dances
with another. The wall even
affords ne a chance to hear what
t he footmen discuss in secret.

El oi se | ooks at her.

ELO SE
You have been keeping it from me.

Penel ope's heart nearly stops. Did she just accidentally
reveal she's Lady Wi stl edown?

ELO SE ( CONT' D)
You do not have to pretend any
| onger, Pen. You like all of
this.

And now Penel ope breathes a subtle sigh of relief.
PENEL OPE

Wll, it can be anusing.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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PENELOPE ( CONT' D)
| know you have started to think
little of her now, but Lady
Wi stl edown is still a source of
anusenent, is she not?

ELO SE
It is not that | think little of
her. Wen she was gone, | thought
| would miss her. | thought I

needed her to make sense of this
worl d. But now she is back,
reporting on the sane ol d things.
Just another rem nder of how
trapped | am

Pen | ooks at her friend conflicted. Should she tell her?
El oi se lies back and | ooks up at the stars. Instead of
her usual screed. She admts:

ELO SE ( CONT' D)
| can feel people' s eyes on ne.
Every tinme | walk into a ballroom
| know they are conparing nme to
Daphne. She was so good at being
t he di anond and it made my not her
so happy. | can never live up to
that. | do not want to live up
tothat. But it does not nake it
any easier to know you are
constantly di sappoi nting peopl e
just by wal king into the room

Pen joins Eloise |ooking up at the stars.

PENEL OPE
| never thought of it that way.
No one truly notices me. | suppose
that is what | |ike. Wen you
are invisible you can have al
t he amusenent you want wi thout
any of the expectations that
popularity brings. 1It... frees
you.

ELO SE
Do you think that is why
Whi st | edown remai ns anonynous?

PENEL OPE
Per haps.

ELO SE

Do you think that is why Cressida
is so cruel?

( CONTI NUED)
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PENEL OPE

No. | think she just wears her
hair too tight.

( CONTI NUED)



Bridgerton Ep 201 "Capital R Rake" Wiite Shooting Script 3.25.21

67

Of Eloise, cracking a smle. And Pen, eyeing those
stars. ..

| NT. BUCKI NGHAM HOUSE/ BALLROOM - NI GHT

Back at the ball, as Brinsley taps a chanmpagne gl ass,
indicating a toast. W catch our people out in the crowd --
Lady D and the Sharmas. The Featheringtons. The
Bridgertons. Al quieting down, as Queen Charlotte takes
center stage:

QUEEN CHARLOTTE
Your presence is noted, and Your
Queen nost appreciative. Allow
it to now be ny honor to present
to you, the season's dianond...

The crowd | eans forward. QC scans the room as does
Violet, looking for Eloise -- where the EFF is she?? But
now The Queen's eyes |and on Lady Danbury. And there's a
beat as she thinks, before she nmakes her deci sion:

QUEEN CHARLOTTE ( CONT' D)
M ss Edw na Shar na

Lady D smles. Kate swells with pride, steadying Edwi na --
who's ready TO BURST. Brinsley steps forward to take

Edwi na's hand -- |eading her over to The Queen. On the

ot her side of the room Anthony cranes his neck to see

t hrough the crowd -- until Edwina finally comes into view --
arriving in front of QC and curtsying with M sty Copel and

| evel grace. The crowd oohs and ahhs -- as Pen and a

t horoughl y-relieved Eloise finally return to the ballroom --
and our nusic starts back up again. W ANGLE ON Ant hony,
wat chi ng Edwi na:

BENEDI CT
You | ook at her the way | | ook at
a finished painting, brother.

ANTHONY
Every man needs a nuse, does he
not ?

And a | aser-focused Ant hony heads for his prize. W stay
with him heading through the crowd, until he reaches
Edwi na. She eyes him clearly Iiking what she sees, as
The Queen just BEAMS, happy to have this front row seat.

QUEEN CHARLOTTE
Vi scount Bridgerton. Have you
yet nmet my new i nconparabl e?

ANTHONY
| am nost grateful for the
i ntroduction, Your Mjesty. |
only hope |I shall be afforded the
pl easure of a dance.

( CONTI NUED)
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we ANGLE ON

Lady D and Kate, who can't quite see what's happening on

t he dance fl oor yet because of the crowd.

KATE
| suppose | should thank you

LADY DANBURY
Ch, child. It is much too soon
for that. You nmust know the real
wor k begi ns now.

KATE
Indeed. There will be a mre to
wade through on behal f of ny
sister, to be sure. Speaking of,
where is ny sister...

And now we ANGLE ON Ant hony and Edwi na, on the dance fl oor

Ant hony's back to his interview schtick:

ANTHONY
Forgi ve ny directness, but have
you any thoughts about children?

EDW NA
O her than the fact that | desire
t hem so? However nmany | have, ny
lord, | shall feel npbst fortunate.
Together with nmy husband, we w ||
chart the best course.

ANTHONY
How very sensible. Do you...
play any mnusical instrunments by
chance?

Edwina titters, undeterred by this |line of questioning.

EDW NA
Many in fact, but my education
was for the nost part taken up by
nore serious pursuits -- the nodern
| anguages, classical literature.
| do love to read.

ANTHONY
You do not seem di sconposed by ny
i ne of questioning.

EDW NA
Way ever would | be? A man who
knows what he wants is npst
adm r abl e.

And she is ACCNG this interview, |eaving Anthony a bit

stunped, rather taken by Edwi na's gl ow.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANTHONY
I's your father in attendance? |
should like to speak with him

EDW NA

Sadly, ny father died years ago.
ANTHONY

Ah. | amso sorry. As did mne.

Ant hony's eyes fill with knowi ng synpathy, as the dance

ENDS.

EDW NA
Though perhaps you coul d speak
with ny sister? It is her blessing
you will need if we are to...
(as she sees Kate)
Oh, there she is now Katel

And now Kate and Lady Danbury conme into view. Kate's
expression i medi ately darkeni ng as Ant hony cones ri ght
towards her. Looking EQUALLY horrified as well.

And it's a stare off. Al tight snmles and polite | ooks.

LADY DANBURY
Lord Bridgerton. | see you have
nmet Mss Edwina. And this is--

ANTHONY
--Her sister.

KATE
M ss Sharma. M |ord.

A LONG AWKWARD beat, before:

EDW NA
The Vi scount Bridgerton is a nost
excel  ent dancer. Perhaps | my
learn a thing or two fromyou, ny
| ord- -

KATE
--Wuld you join me in the retiring
room sister?

And she doesn't wait for an answer. |Instead, she's
sweepi ng Edwi na away. And Anthony's watching themgo --
just as Violet sidles up next to him

VI CLET
She is a lovely dianond, dearest.

ANTHONY
Indeed. She is who | shall nmarry.

As we catch up to Kate and Edw na:

( CONTI NUED)
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EDW NA
I's something wong, didi?

KATE
Everything is wong. You are not
to go near that man, do you
under stand, bon? There are a few
things | nust make you aware of...

And we're off Kate, glancing over her shoul der to scow
at a rather confident-I|ooking Anthony Bridgerton..

LADY WHI STLEDOMN (V. Q)
Color. dCarity. Carat. Cut.
At long last the queen has named
her nost precious stone..

| NT. FEATHERI NGTON HOUSE/ ENTRY - NI GHT
A downtrodden Lady F, Pru, Phil, and Pen return hone.

PRUDENCE
Perhaps | did not show my figure
enough.

Only now they all stop, because TRUNKS AND TRUNKS OF
LUGGACE fill the foyer

PHI LI PPA
What is all this?

VARLEY
Ma'am He is here. The new Lord
Feat heri ngt on.

And sure enough, coming down the stairs, is JACK
FEATHERI NGTON. Only, he's closer to 40 than 60. And,
al so? He's EXTREMELY GOOD LOOKI NG

JACK
Lady Feat herington! That still
work if we're not nmarried? Rather
strange.

And he smiles the cheekiest of smles, all unassum ng
swagger and style.

PHI LI PPA
| thought the heir was ol d.

PRUDENCE
| thought the heir was ugly.

LADY FEATHERI NGTON

Ladi es.
JACK

It is quite alright.
( MORE)
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JACK (CONT' D)
You nust nean ny father. And no

of fense taken -- he was ugly.
And very old. So old that, well,
he di ed.

(of f Lady F)
I"'mterribly sorry for nmy late
arrival. | made the trip from
Anerica. But don't worry, |'ve
al ready started taking care of
things. Philippa -- that nust be
you -- your dowy to that fine
Finch fellowis paid. The late
Lord's books are on their way to
me now and | even took the |iberty
of having your possessions noved
from your bedchanber, Lady
Feat herington. Yes, still strange.

LADY FEATHERI NGTON
You had my possessions. Moved.

JACK
| shall be taking over those roons.
Now t hat the home is mine. You
under st and, yes?

Lady F can barely mnmuster a response, watching Jack fl oat
over to his VALET. Pen leans in to her nother.

PENEL OPE
It is like you said, mama. The
new Lord Featherington is here to
provi de.

Of Lady F, forcing a smle, and a relieved-I|ooking Pen..
EXT. MAYFAIR - DAY 69

As DELI VERY BOYS hand out fresh Wi stl edowns -- and THE
TON eagerly PAYS for them

LADY WHI STLEDOMN (V. Q)
Wiile this author finds Mss Edw na
Sharma to be an exceptional young
lady, it is about time | used
t hese pages of record for sonething
el se: a shift.

| NT. BRI DGERTON HOUSE/ ELO SE' S ROOM - MORNI NG 70

El oi se reads LWD, ignoring Violet and A MAID tucking her
into a brand new dress--

LADY WHI STLEDOWN (V. Q.)
Is the entire practice of nam ng
a di anond not, well, rather
ridicul ous?

( MORE)
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LADY WHI STLEDOWN (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
Shoul d a woman not be val ued for
so much nore than her dancing or
conportnent? Should we not val ue
a wonman i nstead for her candor
her character, her true
acconpl i shnent s?

VI CLET
(re: the dress)
What do you think, Eloise?

ELA SE
Il love it.

Said without |ooking up from Wistledown at all, as a
smal|l smle crosses her face.

EXT. BUCKI NGHAM HOUSE/ GARDENS - MORNI NG
Queen Charlotte reads LW at breakfast.

LADY WHI STLEDOM (V. Q)
Perhaps, if The Queen abandoned
this absurdity that is The D anond,
we would all see that a woman can
be so much nore. That she can
truly, sparkle fromwithin.

And as Brinsley clocks Her Majesty's fallen face..

BRI MSLEY
What is it, Your Mjesty?

She begins to fold up her paper.

QUEEN CHARLOTTE
Edwi na Sharma. M dianond. It

seens she will need to do nore
for nme this season than sinply
sparkl e.

Of a schem ng Queen, and this renewed vendetta, we have
our - -

END OF EPI SODE
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