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TEASER
TI TLE CARD

"DAN vs." fills the top of the screen. The bottom hal f of
the screen sits enpty.

| NT. DAN S APARTMENT - MORNI NG 1

Dan’s alarmclock gives off a | oud BEEP BEEP BEEP. Dan sits
up in bed, banging his head on a | ow hangi ng | anp.

DAN
Aah!

The lanmp swings away from Dan, and then back into his head
agai n.

DAN ( CONT’ D)
Aaah!

EXT. DAN S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - MORNI NG 2

Dan wal ks to his car, a snmall bandage over his right
eyebr ow.

DAN
(nmuttering to hinself)
Don’t even know why | put that |anp
there in the first place. Wat the
heck woul d you nake a swi nging | anp
for? Makes ne want to burn down the
70s. What the-?!

We see Dan’s car. In addition to the three | ong scratches on
the driver’s side, the left rear wi ndow is broken.

DAN ( CONT’ D)
Not ny car!
He runs to check out the damage. On the ground are cactus
needl es (maybe a frond or |leaf or bud or whatever they're
called; we'll look it up...) and sone red dirt.

DAN ( CONT' D)
Cactus needl es? Red dirt?

He | ooks through the broken window. A red rock sits on top
of a postcard that reads "G eetings from New Mexi co".

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

DAN ( CONT' D)
So that’'s it.

Dan raises his fist to the sky and bell ows the nanme of his
adversary.

DAN ( CONT’ D)
NEW MEXI CO! ! ! !

TI TLE CARD
"NEW MEXI CO' slanms into place under "DAN vs."
ACT |

I NT. CHRI'S APARTMENT - DAY 3
Chris types on a conputer with his phone cradled to his ear.

CHRI S
Let’s see... New Mexi co becane a
state on January 6th, 1912, making
it the 47th state in the union.
It’s called the Land of
Enchant ment . . .

| NT. DAN S APARTMENT - CONTI NUOQUS - DAY 4
Dan sits on the phone, listening to Chris talk.

DAN
"1l give it sone enchantnent...

CHRI' S (ON PHONE)
The capital is Santa Fe, it’s
popul ation is just under 2
mllion... State bird is the
roadrunner... Elise hates
roadrunners. ..

Dan begins inpatiently drummng his fingers on the table in
front of him He rolls his eyes as this is beconm ng boring.

CHRI S (ON PHONE) ( CONT' D)
State flower: Yucca flower; State
song: O Fair New Mexi co..

Chris sings the first line of "O Fair New Mexico."

( CONTI NUED)
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DAN
Enough al ready! You' re not hel ping
me here. What are its weaknesses?

CHRI' S (ON PHONE)
Uh, weaknesses?

DAN
How do | hurt it?

| NT. CHRI'S APARTMENT - CONTI NUQUS - DAY 5
Chris | ooks confused as he scrolls down on his nonitor.

CHRI S
It... doesn’t say.

DAN ( ON PHONE)
W need nore i nformation.

CHRI' S
You should go to the library.

DAN ( ON PHONE)
Fine. Be here in half an hour.

CHRI S
Yeah, | kind of have to work today,
so |l can't -
There is a CLICK as Dan hangs up on him
CHRI S (CONT’ D)
Hel | 0? Dan?
EXT. LIBRARY - DAY 6
CHRI'S and DAN pull up to the Anelia Earhart Library in North
Hol |l ywood in Chris’s car.
| NT. LI BRARY - DAY 7

Dan and Chris | ook over a stack of books about New Mexi co.

DAN
None of this is hel ping!

CHRI S
Shhh.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAN
What do you think you re doing
shushi ng ne? You don’t shush ne.
Nobody shushes ne!

CHRI S
Shhh!

Dan hits Chris with a book. Chris tackles Dan.

EXT. LI BRARY - DAY 8

Chris and Dan are thrown out of the library by two burly
LI BRARI ANS. They get up and dust thensel ves off.

CHRI' S
Well that’'s the first tinme |’ve
ever been thrown out of a library.

DAN
(shrugs)
You get used to it.

CHRI S
Now what ? W still need
i nformation.

DAN
Don’t be stupid. W go to a
different |ibrary.

CHRI S
| need lunch first.

DAN
It’s ten in the norning!

CHRI S
Brunch, then.

| NT. DI NER - DAY 9

Chris and Dan sit at the lunch counter. Dan has a sandw ch
in front of him Chris has three sandw ches on his plate.

DAN

Hurry up, you' re wasting val uabl e
tinme.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHRI S
s there atinme [imt on revenge?

DAN
There’s an ol d saying; "Revenge is
a di sh best served imediately."

CHRI S
| don’t think that’s a sayi ng.

DAN
What woul d you know about it?

They eat in silence for a nonment. Chris |ooks over at Dan’s
pl at e.

CHRI S
Are you going to eat your sandw ch?

DAN
You have three sandw ches of your
own, right in front of you!

CHRI S
| ” m pl anni ng ahead. Thi nki ng about
t he endgane.

DAN
The endgane of [ unch.
CHRI S
Yeah, obviously.
(Beat)
So, you are going to eat your
sandw ch?
DAN
Yes, I'’mgoing to eat ny sandw ch
That’s why | ordered it.
CHRI S
(di sappoi nt ed)
Oh. Ckay.
EXT. DI FFERENT LI BRARY - DAY 10

Chris and Dan pull up to the Santa Monica Library. They get
out of the car and walk to the entrance.

CHRI S
Are you going to behave this tine?

Dan pi nches Chris.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHRI' S ( CONT’ D)
Quch! What was that for?!

DAN
You want to talk to nme like a
child, I pinch-a you

CHRI S
Can you just keep your cool ?
DAN
(consi deri ng)
W'l see.
| NT. DI FFERENT LI BRARY - DAY 11

Chris and Dan wal k up to the hel p desk.

DAN
Hey Magel |l an, the books are that-a
way.

CHRI S

| want to ask that |ibrarian. Maybe
he can help us find what we're
| ooki ng for.

DAN
Hel p us? For free?

CHRI S
That’ s what they do.

DAN
(di sbel i eving)
Doesn’t hurt to try, | guess.

ARTHUR, the librarian, walks up to help them He’'s a mddle
aged guy, buttoned-down, a bit unstable.

ARTHUR
May | help you?
DAN
| doubt it.
ARTHUR
(to Chris)

May | help YOU, sir?

( CONTI NUED)
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Dan | eaps

Dan | eans

CHRI S
Yes, we’'re | ooking for information
on New Mexi co.

ARTHUR
Ri ght over there between the 900s
and the 908s.

DAN
He’'s talking in code. Get him

for Arthur. Chris calmy holds himback.
CHRI S

It’s not code, Dan. It’s the Dewey
Deci mal system

DAN

Which is a code.
CHRI S

Well, yes. But a benign one.
DAN

So he’s just tal king about books?

CHRI S
He is a librarian.

DAN
(to Arthur)
Hey buddy! Don’t you think we’ve
tried all the normal books?

CHRI S
(calmy)
W need sone specific informtion.

forward nenaci ngly. He speaks, deadly serious.

DAN
How do we hurt New Mexi co?

ARTHUR
Hurt New Mexi co? Way woul d you want
to do that?

DAN
It s personal .

ARTHUR

That’s not the kind of information
we usually carry here.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAN

| didn’t think so.
(to Chris, bitter)

| told you this guy couldn’t help
us.

ARTHUR
| didn’t say that. | can help you.

But I want sonething in return

DAN
| knew it! Librarians are jerks!

CHRI S
Let’s hear hi m out.

Arthur points to GARY, browsing through the bookshel ves.

ARTHUR
You see that guy over there?

Chris and Dan | ook.

ARTHUR ( CONT’ D)
He slept with my wife.

Chris starts backi ng away.

CHRI S
We... really only cane in for a
book.

ARTHUR

You want help with sonething, I
want hel p wi th sonet hi ng.

DAN
And this guy just mulls around your
library?

ARTHUR

Silently nocking ne.

DAN
The gal |

EXT. DI FFERENT LI BRARY - DAY

12

Chris and Dan wait outside the library in Chris’ s car.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHRI S
| don’t think I feel right about
this. | nean, isn’'t this the
l'i brarian’s busi ness?

DAN
No, it’s perfect. W hel p sonmeone
el se get their revenge, and in turn
he hel ps ne. Karna!

CHRI S
Yeah, but -
DAN
But not hi ng. Shut up.
CHRI S
Okay, but 1'’mnot killing anyone.
DAN
What ?! ?
CHRI S
" mnot killing soneone for sone
librarian! That's a deal breaker.
DAN
You were ready to kill the Wl fman.
CHRI S

That was different. The Wl fmn' s a
menace. This is just sone guy.

DAN
And now you tell nme?!?
CHRI S
Yeah. Well, | nmean, | was going to
say sonething inside, but...
DAN
(angry)
But ?
CHRI S
(weakl y)

But then | didn’t. You're right. |
shoul d have.

DAN
You shoul d have!

( CONTI NUED)
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CHRI S
| know. You're right.

Dan glares at Chris. GARY wal ks out of the library, snug,
whi stling and carrying a stack of books.

DAN
So he wal ks away?
CHRI S
Yeah.
DAN
I wonder if he knows how | ucky he
is.

Gary steps into traffic and is inmediately run over by a
bus.

CHRI S
Qoh. Not anynore.

DAN
Yeah.

CHRI S
Vell, let’s go talk to the
[ibrarian.

| NT. DI FFERENT LI BRARY - DAY
Arthur | ooks up fromhis book when Dan and Chris wal k in.

ARTHUR
Is it done?

DAN
Yup.

CHRI S

Not by us, specifically.

ARTHUR
VWhat does that nean?

DAN
Not hi ng. Now hel p us.

ARTHUR
Al'l right. You want to know how to
hurt New Mexi co?

13

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

CHRI' S
He does. | don't really care nuch,
ei ther way.

Arthur furtively slides a book across the table to Dan, who
picks it up. There is a picture of hot air balloons on the
front.

DAN
Hot air ball oons.

ARTHUR
You want to hurt New Mexico, that’'s
how you do it.

DAN
(readi ng the book)
"Each Cctober, Al buquerque is the
home of the | argest hot air balloon
launch in the United States."” So?

ARTHUR
New Mexico is crazy about hot air
bal | ooning. They love it. It's like
candy to them

Chris | ooks doubtful.

CHRI S
Real | y?
ARTHUR
Trust nme. I'"'ma librarian.
EXT. DI FFERENT LI BRARY - DAY 14

Dan and Chris wal k out of the library.

DAN
Li brarians. He better be right
about this.

CHRI S
Hey, check it out.

In front of the library, two PARAMEDI CS | oad Gary into an
anbul ance.

GARY
Am | going to nmake it?

( CONTI NUED)
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PARAVEDI C 1
O course you are, son

They cl ose the anbul ance door. Paranedic 1 | ooks at
Paranedic 2, his eyes wi de. He shakes his head and gives a
LOW WHI STLE

SMASH TO BLACK

END OF ACT |
ACT 11
INT. CHRI'S APARTMENT - DAY 15

Chris packs a small bag while Elise, his significant other,
| ooks on.

ELI SE
So you' re going to New Mexico, why?

CHRI S
Dan wants to disrupt the annual Hot
Air Ball oon Festival.

ELI SE
Because. ..

CHRI S
New Mexi co broke his w ndow.

ELI SE
Onh.
(thinks for a second)
Can | cone al ong?

| NT. DAN S APARTMENT - DAY 16
Dan throws stuff into a backpack.

DAN
Crowbar... hammer... caltrops...
flashlight... survival knife...
candl estick... bricks for
throwing... half a turkey
sandw ch... That ought to do.

Wth great effort, Dan lifts the backpack up and slings it
over his shoulders. Wth a RI PPI NG sound, the bottom of the
backpack tears open and all the stuff falls out with a
CRASH

( CONTI NUED)
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DAN
Perf ect.

Chris KNOCKS on the open door and wal ks in.

CHRI' S
Al'l packed?

DAN
Shut up.

CHRI' S
By the way, Elise is comng with
us.

DAN
No. | did not authorize that.

CHRI S
| already told her it was okay.

DAN
Unaccept abl e. She stays.

CHRI S
Then | stay, and you can go to New
Mexi co by yourself.

They stare at each other for a nonent.

DAN
| get shotgun.
CHRI S
Nope.
INT. CHRIS CAR - DAY 17

Chris drives. Elise rides shotgun. Dan sits in the back seat
behind Chris, stewing. Music plays as they ride along. Dan
is kicking Chris’s seat at a steady pace.

CHRI S
Dan! Stop kicking ny seat! |I'm
trying to drive.

DAN

(rmocking Chris)
"Dan, nmamanmananaa. "

( CONTI NUED)
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14.

ELI SE
Somet hi ng on your m nd, Dan?
DAN
(to Chris)

How cone SHE gets to sit in the
front seat?

CHRI S
Because it's our car.

DAN
That’s not fair! This is madness!
What is she even doing here?

ELI SE
You're not the only one with a
grudge agai nst New Mexi co, Dan.

DAN
Yeah? What did it do to you?
ELI SE
| don’t see how that’'s any of your

busi ness.

In Elise’s eyes, we see a pain too unspeakable to nention.

EXT. NEW MEXI CO STATE FAI R - FLASHBACK - DAY

A YOUNG ELI SE wal ks with her famly at the State Fair.

wal k al ong a fence towards the rides. Elise is carrying
cotton candy and a balloon. Suddenly, a ROADRUNNER tears by,
SW pi ng her cotton candy.

ROADRUNNER
Meep- neep!

YOUNG ELI SE
My cotton candy!

A cactus reaches over the fence and pops her balloon. The
busted bal |l oon (probably red in color) sinks to the ground.
Young Elise raises her fist to the sky.

YOUNG ELI SE ( CONT’ D)
NEW MEXI COO0O! ! !

18
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INT. CHRIS CAR - DAY 19

Back in the present, Elise’ s eyes becone grimwth
det er mi nati on.

ELI SE
It’s been a long tinme com ng.
EXT. DESERT H GHWAY - DAY 20

The car drives along the desert.

EXT. GAS STATI ON - DAY 21

They pull up to the punps. Chris, Elise, and Dan get out of
the car. Chris starts punping gas.

ELI SE
Anybody want anyt hi ng?

DAN
Only ny sweet, sweet revenge. And
maybe sone peanut brittle.

Elise wal ks of f. Dan stretches. Suddenly, he’s hit in the
back of the head of his head with a clunp of sand.

oyan DAN ( CONT’ D)

He turns around to see who threwit.

EXT. ARl ZONA DESERT - DAY 22
From Dan’s POV, we see nothing but desert, stretching for
mles and mles. A tunbleweed tunbles in the distance.

EXT. GAS STATI ON - DAY 23
Dan points out into the desert accusingly.

DAN
You' || get yours, Arizona.

Dan pulls out his "Enem es List" and wites in "Arizona,"
under "Polish Sausage" and "The Reptil e House."
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| NT. GAS STATI ON CONVENI ENCE STORE - DAY 24
Elise and Chris wal k through the aisles, buying snacks.

ELI SE
kay, |’ve got the granola, sone
fruit, a six-pack of fennel juice
and Dan’s peanut brittle.

CHRI S

Did Dan give you any noney for

t hat ?
ELI SE

No, but don’t worry, | have enough.
CHRI S

| got chips, sonme crunchy cheese
wads, sone chewy cheese wads,
chocol at e soda. .

ELI SE
Chris?

CHRI S
...sone fizzle sticks, cocoa
bl asters. ..

ELI SE
Chris, renenber what we tal ked
about ?

CHRI S
VWhich tine?

ELI SE
About eating healthier.

CHRI S
It doesn’t count if we're on a road
trip.
(Beat)
Does it?

ELI SE
It does.

CHRI S
(dej ect ed)
Al'l right, all right. 1"1l only get
one thing.

( CONTI NUED)
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ELI SE
Thank you. | only worry about your
heal th because | |ove y-

Chris drops everything (literally) and points to a nmachi ne
in the corner that he hadn’t noticed before.

CHRI S
Yes! M| kshake machi ne! | choose
m | kshakes!

ELI SE
kay.

CHRI S
Wth cookies in them It’s stil
one thing if the cookies are inside
t he m | kshake.

ELI SE
Ckay, but we’re having salad for
di nner.
CHRI S
Dan said we were having burgers.
ELI SE
| f Dan junped off a cliff, would

you?

Chris thinks about this for longer than Elise is confortable
with.

ELI SE
Chris?!
CHRI S
Uh, | nean... It depends-
ELI SE
Don’t junp off a cliff!
CHRI S
Well, I wasn't planning on it.
ELI SE

But if Dan junped, you woul d?
Again, Chris thinks about it for too |ong.

ELI SE
Chri s!
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EXT. GAS STATI ON - DAY 25

Elise and Chris wal k back outside to an inpatient Dan.

DAN
Took you | ong enough! | have to
pee!
CHRI S
So, go inside and pee. W' Il wait.
DAN
There’s no tine!
ELI SE
Dan, cal mdown. Here, | got you

some peanut brittle.

Dan snatches the peanut brittle out of her hands.

DAN
|’msaving it for later.

CHRI S
You should at |east say "thank
you. "

DAN

You' re wel cone. Now hurry up

Dan gets in the car and | ooks strai ght ahead, waiting for
Chris and Elise, who have not yet gotten in. Dan turns to
face them and begins yelling, but with the wi ndows shut,
he’s so nmuffled that we can’t hear what he’'s saying. The
wi ndow fogs up a bit where Dan is.

ELI SE
Shoul d we go?
CHRI S
Hold on. | want to see if he can

fog up the entire w ndow.

We see Dan di sappear behind an increasingly foggy w ndow.

INT. CHRIS CAR - DAY 26
The three drive along once nore. They pass a sign that says

"Wl conme to New Mexico", then a sign that says "Go Hone,
Dan" .

( CONTI NUED)
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the next exit.

CONTI NUED

DAN

It knows we’'re here!
ELI SE

Hey, drop ne off at
CHRI S

What ?
ELI SE

| want to do a little shopping.
CHRI S

I n Roswel | ?
ELI SE

Yeah. You can pick

out .

EXT. NEW MEXI CO H GHVWAY - DAY

The car stops at a sign that

me up on the way

and "Al buquer que" straight ahead. Elise hops out.

CHRI S
W'l take you into

ELI SE
This is good. See y

Dan gets into the front seat.

DAN
FI NALLY.

The car takes off again. Elis
Roswel | .

INT. CHRIS CAR - DAY
Chris | ooks confused as he dr

CHRI S
That was weird, was

DAN
VWhat was?

CHRI S
Elise just asked to
inthe mddle of th

27
points "Roswel |" to the right
town. ..
al
e starts wal ki ng towards

28

i ves.

nt it?

be dropped off
e desert.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAN

(shruggi ng)
Some peopl e are desert people.

CHRI S
Elise is not desert people!

EXT. AREA 51 - DAY 29

Wearing desert cano, Elise lowcraws up to an electrified
fence and | ooks through a tel escope at what appears to be a
| arge industrial facility.

SMASH TO BLACK

END OF ACT 11
ACT 111
INT. CHRIS CAR - DESERT- DAY 30

Chris and Dan drive through an arid, enpty desert.

DAN
|’m starving. Shouldn’t there be a
rest stop or sonething? This state
hat es ne.

CHRI S
| " m hungry, too.

DAN
Well, you' re not getting any of ny
peanut brittle.

CHRI S
Dan, there’s sonmething | shoul d
tell you.

Dan reaches into his bag of peanut brittle. H's hand cones
out the bottom of the bag, that’s been ripped open.

DAN
VWhere is it?

CHRI S
|, uh, ate it. And |I'’m sorry.

DAN
VWhat ?! ?

( CONTI NUED)
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CHRI S
It was just sitting there and |
wasn’ t doi ng anyt hi ng.

DAN
You were driving the whole tine!
When did you even have tine to eat?

CHRI S

You were | ooking out the w ndow.
DAN

For, like, two seconds!
CHRI S

| said | was sorry.
Hal f beat as Dan’s eyes "slow y" purse to a glaring squint.

DAN
Il wll mangle you!

Dan attacks Chris. The car swerves as Chris tries to defend
hi nsel f.

CHRI S
Hey! Stop it! I’mdriving!

DAN
Brittle thiefl!

Suddenly, they SLAMinto sonething. The car SCREECHES to a
hal t .

CHRI S
Oh no. Ch, no. Please don't let it
be anot her cycli st.

DAN
Okay. Maybe we shoul d just calm
down for a mnute. A whole m nute.

CHRI S
What did we hit?!?

EXT. CHRIS CAR - DESERT - DAY 31

They both junp out of Chris’s car to inspect. Dan | ooks off
to the shoul der and spots the culprit.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAN
Dude! | think you killed a
celebrity!

Chris runs around the car. He sees-

A roadrunner, dead and mangl ed, on the side of the road.
Chris glares at Dan.

CHRI S
It’s a roadrunner.

DAN
|’mpretty sure it’'s THE
r oadr unner.

CHRI S

How coul d you even think that?
DAN

Vel l, how many of these things can

t here possibly be?

CHRI S
Are you ki dding? He doesn’t | ook
renotely the sane. At all!

Beat .
DAN
They use a | ot of make-up on TV.
CHRI S
Poor little guy. | feel terrible.
DAN
Quit whining. W ve solved two
probl ens here. One, the out-of
control roadrunner popul ation.
Two. . .
EXT. CHRIS CAR - DESERT - EARLY EVEN NG 32

Dan and Chris are sitting next to a fire they’ ve started.
Pi eces of the roadrunner spin on their crudely nmade spit.
They are both eating roadrunner.

CHRI S
This is really good.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAN
Li ke the m ghty Native Anmericans.
Living off the | and.

CHRI S
|’mpretty sure they didn’t run
stuff over with their cars.

DAN
Sure they did. Pass the ketchup.

CHRI S
| don’t have any ket chup.

DAN
Usel ess!

He attacks Chris again.

INT. CHRIS CAR - DESERT - EVEN NG 33
Chris and Dan drive al ong once nore.

CHRI S
So how are we going to-

DAN
Hydr ogen.

CHRI S
Hydr ogen?

DAN
Shut up.

EXT. TRUCK STOP - N GHT 34

Dan and Chris pull into the truck stop. They get out of the
car and wal k into the diner.

I NT. DINER - NI GHT 35

Through the gi ant bay wi ndow of the diner, we see the sun
setting over the beautiful New Mexico | andscape. Chris and
Dan eat dinner.

DAN
| can’t believe they don't serve
roadrunner. | thought you said it
was the State bird.

( CONTI NUED)
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Chris is lost in thought, staring at the sunset.

CHRI S
It’s really pretty out here.

DAN
Whose side are you on, anyway? You
got a crush on New Mexi co?

CHRI S
No! | just said-

DAN
Shh. Here we go.

They see a semi pulling up to the gas punp. On the side of
the truck, we see the logo "Crazy Jeff’s Hydrogen
Di stribution".

DAN ( CONT’ D)
Let’s go. You pay.

Chris throws sone noney down on the table and they get up
and wal k out.

EXT. TRUCK STOP - N GHT 36

JEFF, the hapless truck driver, is set upon by Chris and
Dan, who beat himnercil essly. The beating goes on just a
little too | ong.

I NT. SEM - N GHT 37

Chris drives the stolen truck. Dan wings his hands in evil
gl ee.

DAN
Good work back there. For once in
your life, you didn’t |let nme down.

CHRI S
| wonder how Elise is doing right
now. . .

EXT. AREA 51 - N GHT 38

Elise wal ks up to a | arge barbed-wire fence. She is dressed
head to toe in a black junmpsuit and ninja mask. A large sign
on the fence reads "No Trespassing - Area 51". Belowit, in
smaller letters, are the words, "Really. W’IlIl shoot you."

( CONTI NUED)
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Bel ow that, in even smaller print, it says, "Serious.
They' Il never find you."

Eli se nenacingly pulls the ninja mask down over
she junps over the fence, |anding
She crawls towards the mlitary

Wth a fluid back-flip,
silently on the other side.

base, disappearing into the darkness.

EXT. BALLOON LAUNCH SITE - N GHT

Chris and

Beat .

her face.

39

Dan pull up to the balloon | aunch site, where the
bal | oons have not yet been infl ated.

CHRI S
How cone nobody’ s here?

DAN
They're all at the pre-balloon
| aunch bacchanal i a.

CHRI S
Nuh- uh!

DAN
Yuh-huh. | read it in the book. It
happens every year, the night
before the | aunch. Every fifth year
they sacrifice a nmaiden to their
pagan gods.

CHRI S
You’ re meking that up!

DAN
(shrugs)
Bel i eve what you want.

CHRI S
You’' re not making that up?

DAN
Nope.

CHRI S
Si ck freaks.

DAN
What did you expect fromHot Air
Bal | ooni sts? They’re just bad
people. Conme on, let’s get started.



26.

Dan hops out of the truck and takes the air hose that’s
connected to the trailer. Chris drives the truck slowy

forward, while Dan begins filling the hot air balloons with
hydr ogen.
I NT. AREA 51 - NI CGHT 40

A SECURITY GUARD is pulled into the shadows, never to
return.

EXT. BALLOON LAUNCH SITE - N GHT 41
Dan finishes filling the |ast hot air ball oon.
DAN
That’ s the | ast one.
CHRI S
(yawni ng)

About tine. I'’mgetting sl eepy.

Dan hops into the truck and they drive away. Just before
they leave the field, Dan flicks his Zi ppo open, lights it,
and throws it at the nearest ball oon.

DAN
Ch, nuts!

Dan junps out of the truck and grabs his Zi ppo. He gets back
into the truck

CHRI S
VWhat's the deal ?

DAN
| just realized | was throw ng away

ny |lighter.

CHRI S
So?

DAN
l[t’s nice. | like it.

Dan pulls out a book of matches, |ights the whol e book, and
t osses that instead.



27.

| NT. BANQUET HALL - NI GHT 42

A banner above the banquet hall reads "Pre-Launch
Bacchanalia!!!" A large group of BALLOONI STS are chanting in
unison as a MAIDEN in white robes is being led to the
sacrificial altar in the center of the room

BALLOONI STS
Nool | ab! Nool | ab! Nool | ab!

Suddenly, the sound of not-too-distant EXPLOSIONS fills the
room

BALLOONI ST 1
VWhat was that?

BALLOONI ST 2
We'd better check it out.

BALLOONI ST 1
But the sacrificel

BALLOONI ST 2
[t'1] wait ten m nutes.

EXT. BALLOON LAUNCH SITE - N GHT 43

The hot air balloons on the ground burn like a field of m ni
H ndenburgs as the Ball oonists rush outside. They SCREAM i n
agony.

BALLOONI STS
Nooooo! All is lost! Aaaahhhh! Wy
has Nool |l ab forsaken us?!?

Dan and Chris watch froma snmall nesa nearby. Dan | ooks
triunphant.

DAN
(haughty)
Cry, you balloon goons, cry!

CHRI S
(fierce whisper)
Dan, be quiet! They can hear you!

DAN
YQU be qui et!

Dan and Chris are noticed by the Ball ooni sts.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 28.

BALLOONI ST 1
THEY nust have done this!

BALLOONI ST 2
Get t hem

DAN
Uh oh.

Dan and Chris are backed into an ever-shrinking circle of
bal |l oon-1oving cultists. It |ooks bl eak.

CHRI S
Thi s | ooks bl eak.

Dan is suddenly filled with resolve.

DAN
|’ ve seen bl eaker.
CHRI S
When?
DAN

Before. Shut up

Sonmeone in the crowd throws a rock. Chris is hit from behind
and slunps to the ground as if soneone reached inside and
took out all of his bones. Dan picks up a stick and

brandi shes it at the angry nob.

DAN ( CONT’ D)
Back, Balloonist Cult! Back! That
means you too, Ugly.

Suddenly, lights shine down from above. The Bal |l oonists
scatter as a FLYI NG SAUCER descends fromthe heavens. Dan
and Chris are swept up in a white beamof |ight and carried
towards the ship. Dan shakes his fist at the spacecraft.

DAN ( CONT’ D)

You better not try anything rectal
pr obe-rel at ed.

| NT. ALI EN SPACESHI P - MOMVENTS LATER - N GHT 44

Dan and Chris get dropped on the floor of the alien ship.
Elise is at the controls. Dan gets up sw ngi ng.

DAN
Keep your filthy tentacles off ny-
Oh, hi Elise.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 29.

ELI SE
What happened to Chris?

DAN
Cultists. Ready to go hone?

ELI SE
Al nost .

Elise hits the button on the control panel marked "Death Ray
Control s". A crosshairs appears on her screen.

ELI SE ( CONT' D)
Take that, New Mexi co.

EXT. SANTA FE - N GHT 45

The "Santa Fe City Limts" sign goes up in a Death Ray
inspired conflagration. Ctizens crowd the streets in PAN C,
just like in the novies.

Cl TI ZENS
Oh no! Aaaahhh!

| NT. ALI EN SPACESHI P - NI GHT 46

Dan points to the people on the scanner screen. Chris sleeps
silently in the back of the ship.

DAN
Qoh! Ch-ho no, that was bad-ass-ery
in action! Get that one! And that
one! Get that one in the stupid

hat !
ELI SE
| have that same hat.
DAN
Seriously? It’'s so gauche.
ELI SE
Whatever. My revenge is nearly
conpl et e.
DAN
(of fering)

Roadr unner burger?

She takes the burger fromhis hand. She fires one nore burst
of the Death Ray.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 30.

ELI SE
Now we can go hone.

DAN
So long as New Mexico’s learned its
| esson.

ELI SE

It better have.
(menaci ngl y)
O herwise, |'ll be back.

INT. CHRIS CAR - DAY 47

Chris starts to awaken. He is a little groggy and sitting in
t he back seat of his car. Elise is driving and Dan is riding
shot gun.

CHRI S
VWhere are we? What happened?

DAN
We bl ew up the ball oons. You fel
asl eep. That’'s all.

ELI SE
Yes, that is all. W' re al nost
home. You rest.

CHRI S
Ch, okay.

Chris rests his head agai nst his hands agai nst the w ndow.
Dan and Elise share a knowi ng | ook. They nod to each other.
M ssi on acconpli shed.

THE END.



