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TRANSFORMERS

·Countdown to Extinction"

ACT I

r'ADE IN:

EXT. CATASTROPHIC VIEW OF EA~TH

CAMERA PUSHES IN past wide fissures CRACKING the earth's
surface. Beyond that, CAMERA HOLDS as a WRENCHING UPHEAVAL
thrusts up a volcano that EXPLODES, flinging flaming rocks and
spewing hot, lava into the air.

NARRATOR (VO)

ANOTHER ANGLE - WIDER

CAMERA PANS the ruins of a major metropolis •••

Sur op-rlMl)S P,t,tM5
/WO 'n4e Auro ears
f5 ¥ -leVi SAd<:.
r I,}_I'-I

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT. - MEGATRON'S STARSHIP (see episode #700-10)

speeding through space towards Cybertron. Suddenly, a dazzl ing
shaft of light ENTERS SHOT making a direct hit upon the
spacecraft (SFX: TREMENDOUS EXPLOSION) sending chunks of the
'ship' flying in every direction. In addition, shockwaves fan
out in concentric rings like ripples in a galactic pool of
water.

NARRATOR (VO/cont)

.,.:.@:::===:=:,=:==:!:~.E..t. I~~ (l:l~-:I)l)It ~ -" I a- ~
r"JJP J\_'. j . Megatron's starshiP"r"§# e5fr"l~~U~

'- (}GSTM'lIJ)'-:. DISSOLVE TO: eJefl.6tTo...
CYBERTRON - EARTH'S ORBIT

The full force of the shockwaves crash into Cybertron knocking
it out of Earth'S orbit, sending it spinning like a top out into
space, getting smaller and smaller as it disappears out of view.



••

MP 700-11 . 2.

"..
I
". " ....

NARRATOR (VO/cont)
knock'" Cybertron out of
Earth I s"" orbi t.

DISSOLVE TO:

WHEELJ.;'CK is
skysl::raper.
the tower of

EXT. -·A DEVASTATED CITY - DAY
(~f'T ;\Uj) SLL!7t: E

~irecting ~ and 9R~I~ON as they
They get it almost upright,'leaving
Pisa. (SFX: METALLIC SCREECH)

push a fallen _
it leaning like

NARRATOR (VO/cont)
jL: . Now the Au tobots begin the

repair,J. 1 S . J " • of '-++5
W" j' OJ 7[

WHEELJACK
" __"7.. !/pre! Push. harder '0

• J k J;• r
I .

~0t1{Att-t-lf-C( II
. jJktl1£. I

STA.Ats f-tT.JJ l'r cJ r,\

,
,-.

Wheeljack pushes it with his hands to a true, perpendicular
posi tion.-·· (SFX: -": METALLIC SCREECH)

WHEELJACK
(grunt of effort)

There••• that does it•••

Then he glances O.S.

ANOTHER ANGLE
.sLAL-

to include ~~8et in his dinosaur form using his ~ense neck
shield like a bulldozer to fill in a large chasm with a mound
of dirt.

WHEELJACK iVO ) -- S· .
Looking good, .,....... ,- .... ~, Life.; ,
stamp it down ? j ;.! G~ AttJP
solid! I

NEARBY BRIDGE

OPTIMUS PRIME is supporting two halves of a sev~~ed bridge as
RATCHET uses his arc-welders_to forge the steel together. (SFX:
WELDING)

ANOTHER ANGLE

to reveal IRONHIDE shooting super heated liquid steel into
gaping holes along various portions of the bridge. (SFX: ~

SUITABLE)
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( EXT. COLLAPSED DAM

The dam is being reconstructed by Brawn and Gears. It is now
half-finished. Brawn is seen liftin~ a-monolithic cement slab
and handing it to Gears who places it onto position within the
hologram guidelines. HUFFER stands on the bank r supervising.

HUFFER
- ..-' - - Yo, GeAIL-S • Ger WITW IT".

•
ANG~E SHOOTING PAST HUFFER

HOUND, through the use of his holograms projects a three­
dimensional image of the DAM as it should exist, showing half
.of it totally reconstructed and the other half ghost-like in
a wavering hologram.

$1• j

HUFFER (VO) . PU, '

:~§5~§'~&~~;a5~S~~... -mAr S(.,A& IIJ R,w~r7 ) ; t b • o~ we'L! CGO~AJA

• ; d 5 ! C Be HeRe Tlu.. T#e
• 8'6 O. PfEil GetS

RusTY.·
OVERHEAD

revealing LASERBEAK, spying on the Autobots' activities. In
that moment, Laserbeak is spotted by one of the Autobots.

"'AT OIIt~-efFJ) BRAWN (VO)
. # j Laserbeak is back

again! G.~Ck( \ , O\J\t,
ON HUFFER AND HOUND

as they both look up into the sky spotting Laserbeak •

....~~'M~.;;_~HiUF.F~ERor &. 3 & - before he gets
away!

WIDER - TO INCLUDE MIRAGE

Mirage fires an armour-piercing 'rocket-dart hunting rifle at
the bird-like Decepticon. (SFX: RIFLE SHOT)

ANOTHER ANGLE ON LASERBEAK

as rock ~-dart wings him. (SFX: PING!)

LASERBEAK
(wounded shriek!)

(
i
~ In view of the uneven odds, Laserbeak turns 'tail' in the

opposite direction and swiftly flies O.S.
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BACK ON HUFFER & MIRAGE

HUFFER
Good shO~T1AJG.

4.

."- .

M!RAGE
(dissa tisf ied) u I

'IIpillllli'....' .S~I.......I_~g' m.-map 9vr tAO WNJS. 'N~1J~""4
416_..2.·__--.....>- 'ltiu.. lAse:IL!eA~ s~s vp"~

e ; .b~pnCQ~S A~IJ'T f'A.4. "
- BeUIJJv,

WIPE TO:

UNDERWATER - DECEPTICON HEADQUARTERS

The Decepticon complex shows damage due to tidal waves and
volcanic action in the ocean. CAMERA PUSHES IN a~we hear:

RUMBLE (VO)
Can I t you do anything r igh t, ._.
Skywarp!

COT TO:

I·NT. DECEPTICON HEADQUARTERS - ON RUMBLE AND SKYWARP

as Skywarp threateningly looks down at the insignificant Rumble.

SKYWARP
. ·WAic\04 CT you u.e'rA&.L,IG.n i ; ] , ; I

&
cd 3 5 3 MUJf~ I Me-ATSALk

• OA. 't'&..f., srep ~ y-U1
Rumble is seething with anger as he draws his side arm.

But before Rumble has a chance to shoot, Skywarp casually swats
him O.S. With a swipe of his hand as if he were a mere insect.
(SFX: WHACK! )

ON DAMAGED CONSOLE

Rumble tumbles into the already damaged console (SFX: CRASH!).
Lights POP! and smoke issues forth from the console.

ANOTHER ANGLE

as THUNDERCRACKER stomps into shot and picks Rumble up by the
"scruff" of his neck. He reprimands the quarreling Decepticons.· ' .
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THUNDERCRACKER

~
~l1Ape Up I YrJ U ,.WO ~
(~Re'~ STtu' A L-oT"
O~ D~e: '-0 Re:eA'~,

ON SOUNI:WAVE

holding live electrical wires in his hands as he turns towards
the argument to add his two-cents.

BACK ON TH,UNDERCRACKER

ignoring Soundwave's snide remark.

"

I
RUMSc.s •Sl-ALlTHUNDERCRACKER

I 1 I ;
d emptying the water

- - ----

pumps.

CLOSE ON FRENZY

emerging from a floor hatch entangled in multicolored wires.
He also chimes in.

FRENZY
"71i'1Ii·-~3_"!Slit! I didnIt volun t ee r f'Olt. "1"\,HS GeeKY ASrIGllIAW7
iez Uk :-j..... :_,_ :.!. ? J ~ WA~ SJt(wA~P~ .1"08. "d Ltg g ~ -. ~ • 7~

ON SKYWARP

He fiercely strides towards the half-emerged Frenzy.

SKYWARP t
Butt out, Frenzy!· ..__~ GeeK ~ItJ(S MADe FOR A
....§--•.•' __5----.. G~ c..,~ YOY,'

Skywarp~ lifts his foot· in an attempt to push Frenzy back down
the hatch.

ANOTHER ANGLE

as Frenzy quickly grabs Skywarp's foot and forcibly thrusts him
backwards, sending him flying ·intomore valuable equipment.
(S FX: SMASH)

BACK ON THUNDERCRACKER AND RUMBLE

/

\..
as Rumble manages to wriggle free from a distracted
Thundercracker. CAMERA PANS with Rumble as he charges towards
Skywarp going into a flying taCkle sending Skywarp sprawling.
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WIDER

'- '-.

6.

SKYWARP
(mu ffled) ,

Get off of me, you ..t.'IIS__S_V_ WA~.N<S JtJJJ~ '(4AlJ.
5

ON MEGATRON

His eyes glint with-evil •••

I

''---' --

to reveal Thundercracker jumping in to mediate as an all-out
free-for-all ensues.

ALL
'(grunting and groaning)

ANGLE ON FAR SIDE ON CONTROL ROOM

Suddenly the main hatch lid is flung-open and MEGATRON appears
in the hatchway quickly surveying the pathetic scene.

MEGATRON
Silence!

ANOTHER ANGLE

One by one Decepticon heads pop comically out of ,the water and
stare in awe at their powerful leader who has seemingly come
back from the dead.

ALL
Megatron? ! !

RUMBLE
But Megatron, we thought you
were ••• ya.J ec:~u..J ... ~ S'6l<'P-f!5S-0\8~.· .

(MAkes ~ Me"rA&,t.IC, T"'~AT cum",c:> TYf'5
SOUND) ..

He moves up to Rumble, threateningly •••

MEGATRON I_____••• Weu.. ~'AJk' AGAfAJ.
I

CLOSE ON MEGATRON

~
MEGATRON (CONT) :t'"e~ LOST A S'tAtrulp ~ NQ'T"

.~ WA~.t
ANGLE SHOOTING PAST MEGATRON

To the Decepticons who are in complete amazement at the sight o~

Megatron.

MEGATRON (CONT/VO)
Now I have some unfinished w"', ... /e ~_I'\ ~C)~"'IJJ
business • ' ; •• """.~ ~v Y WIW"

Arkeville •
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THUNDERCRACKER

.. Starscream!

CLOSE ON MEGATRON

7.

~
ANGLE ON ENTRANCE HATCH

t

t 001J" t-/kf i\.JA-T't , ... .

I PONt (,1 Kt 'THAT"~ ,
ALL. -.

as Laserbeak flies into the room. He then TRANSFORMS into his
mini-cassette-mode and flips into Soundwave's tape-player chest
compartment.

SOUNIl'lAVE D
Laserbeak brings news! r LA'f tAJG

CLOSE ON SOUNIl'lAVE'S CHEST

as the tape-cassette reel begins to roll.

STARSCREAM'S VOICE
Now that Megatron has been
destroyed I am. • leader
~f the Decepticons. 2
~nderstand, Doctor?!

DR.· ARKEVILLE'S VOICE
( resigned)

Yes, Starscream. I understand.

ON MEGATRON

STARSCREAM'S VOICE
Good. Take me to your secret

. - laboratory -- I have use for
your other-inventions! .

8ACI( .....•

The recording ends as Megatron commands his forces.

MEGATRON
We must stop those
trai tors.) 1 '

They start to exit.

Dec-apTlCClIJrl~liS~
/c f/4.. (\/{- r-

CUT TO:

(
'--...

OCEAN SURFACE - ABOVE DECEPTICON HEADQUARTERS

The Decepticons are taking off from the launching tower,
Thundercracker and Skywarp transforming into their jet plane
modes. (SFX: JET TAKEOFFS)

WIPE T9:
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EXT. - ESTABLISHING AUTOBOT HEADQUARTERS

8.

CAMERA MOVES IN on the volcano which houses Autobot headquarters
(SFX: BUTTONS CLICKING, BUZZING)

WHEELJACK (VO)
..2__2.,••. these adjustments fWoUW) pUT T~l.Hi'(~~ I

; J J J ; t') : 7' . £JACK o~ 1.,J.ji, PA-IMS' .. "0'.

INT. - ON WHEELJACK AND CLIFFJUMPER

Adjusting some fine tune controls on TELETRAAN I, as Optimus
Prime waits. .

. W~ ACK' CLIFFJUMPER \
Go::;;O ~l~j Everfthing ' s .coming in clear.

~ '.

CLOSE ON MONITOR

As visual images fade in and out.

Finally the monitor shows Decepticons lead by the presumed
destroyed Megatron. They are seen flying towards some unknown
destination.

1; 0_

OPTIMUS PRIME (VO)
.-_-_- lOO clear, Cliffjumper! f
Megatronl '4~ ~pea.ATI0I:JA(., •

.ON OPTIMUS PRIME

As he watches the screen w~th great concern.
/

OPTIMUS PRIME (CONT) •
1; !! PI I p! . g we <:A~-r L.eT' "UAA AIJJ

---~~-~3I1i111ilij.. -rHe OeasfrlcolJs ~eGAovf> •••_
He turns to the Autobots to give his order

OPTIMUS PRIME (CONT)
Autobots ••• transform!

CUT TO:

.EXT. - VOLCANO

They transform to their vehicle modes as they exit the volcano.

OPTIMUS PRIME
• •• and f.etiG'tti :m-e-t-, i

f~ ~ (f ..2 ~ \.T ;
They speed O.S. leaving a ~loud of dust. (SFX: MOTORS)

WIPE TO:
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STARSCREAM IN HIS JET MODE
,

9.

Speeding through the sky over a mountainous area. (SFX: JET)

INT. - STARSCREAM'S COCKPIT

as Dr. Arkeville looks through the window, pointing down-
,

DR. ARKEVILLE
Veer .3_".S_IIJr.. F~-rt t>~<DtRS SOU-r~ .•••

POV - DCWN SHOT

A clearing the midst of a dense forest.

DR. ARKEVILLE (VO/cont)

~ ~ ~ ..~~~:J=J====~f~~T'O T~AT
clearing" ...5 .Mc:,t~e dtJ,'
laboratory is L _~ p 1
1 ; 7 7

CUT TO:

FOREST CLEARING

as Starscream lands, TRANSFORMING into his robot mode,
automatically ejecting the human scientist from his cockpit and
catching him by the seat of his pants. Arkeville burns as he
dangles.

ON HUGE BOULDER

which rests at the base of a mountain on the edge of the
clearing. Dr. Arkeville leads Starscream INTO SHOT. The doctor
proudly explains that the giant rock fronts the entrance to his
secret laboratory.

DR. ARKEVILLE
• i] -rsep; iWl1
-r 1 6 . IIi ••• i, lAy lab r~
__....... an impenetrable

fortress. UN\l1- ~ 6'~ ~~Q'~~'~\~~ l
e\L t(l'v,Tt 'i/1: /- Ii. ') 1--:1; L l i i"'( I III~"

ANGLE ON STARSCREAM. . L ~'-'t. '{\ Vc' I( (.

STARSCREAM V'IH/!'uJ:
11+etJ (impatiently) .... 'u'TJJ (,

.. activate _ ,/oult r'¥'V 1\

CLOSE ON ARKEVILLE

He continues his self-serving discours'e and reveals the command.'
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ON BOULDER

In response, the rock begins to slowly roll away from the
mountainside (SFX: SLOWLY ROLLI~G BOULDER).

WIDER TO INCLUDE STARSCREAM

as he loses patience. He roughl~-shoves Arkeville aside as he
rips the rock a~ay with his hands and tosses it down the
mountain side where it SHATTERS. CAMERA SHAKES. He then turns
and lifts the slight figure of Dr. Arkeville ;n-the air brir~ing

him f ace to f ace as he threa tc-ns.

STARS CREAM
(snarling)

A small example of what~" ~A~"e:JJ) WUEJJ ANyolJC
t rr 7 h

2

! . 51 jtI j T~les My p~trte).J(,Ji -
& 5 & 2 j !' E'>pa:.tALL'( rou !

CLOSE ON ARKEVILLE'S FACE

A& he glowers, hostile, but manages to nod his head in
acknowledgement.

CUT TO:

INT. - ARKEVILLE'S LABORATORY

CAMERA PANS across the huge laboratory showing various pieces
of scientific and electronic equipment of all shapes and sizes.
CAMERA STOPS on,a large, smooth yet strangely formed opaque,
glass-like object which vagely resembles the shape of a blimp. -'
Tendrils extending from underneath its bottom portion leading to

:L:::r

: :::~c::· .,~.
Ah! Just ;;~~~R~~d me --.-AtJ e~p:)}JEm1Al. G6IJ~~O~1

~ uaifFwer Source! - f

as he spots what he has come for -- the source -of ultimate
power. He is mesmerized as he approaches the object. Greedily,
he grabs for'the mass which begins glowing brightly at his touch
-- as if it were about to eexplode -- his face bathed in an
ominous glow that radiates from it.

WIDE

t~ reveal an extremely nervous Dr. Arkeville, as he reaches out
to warn Starscream of it's volatile nature.

DR. ARKEVILLE
Careful, starscream! Disturb~ G~ue.AATOR~
.... rhythmic pulse and .....~ eAftn.t..__..~.~J~.m. and eve~ living mt"6~ ,r

• !. w1.l1 cease to eX1.st!
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ON STARSCREAM

11.

oblivious to Dr. Arkeville's warning he strokes the device so
that it glows and begins to throb gently as he begins to form
a pI an•••

STARSCREAM
I do not care abou'" this MlNOR
planet!

WIPE TO:

MEGATRON IN FLIGHT - DAY

Megatron has a barbarous glare in his eyes. Soundwave can be
seen in the distance flying at Megatron's left flank.

MEGATRON
Soundwave! Send Laserbeak·­
ahead

ON SOUNrNJAVE .

MEGATRON (VO-CONT)
I will want a full report on
the activities of Arkevi~le·and

Starscream.•

Soundwave presses the plate on his chest. (SFX: TWANGING OF A
SPRING) is heard and Laserbeak ·is seen ej ected from Soundwave' s
chest and hovers momentarily then speeds off into the distance
on his spying mission.

DOWNSHOT - CAMERA PANNING
. .

looking upon the entire group of Decepticons in flight as' they
gain out of pan. CAMERA HOLDS to reveal AERIAL VIEW of a
mountainous/forest· area with a road running through SCENE.
Optirnus Prime, in his vehicle mode, ENTERS SHOT followed by the
other Autobots, also in their vehicle modes.

ANGLE ON RUMBLE (PANNING)

As he looks below and reacts, swooping lower to make certain of
what it is he has seen.

RUMBLE

aI:.e
•Q..

a
til'r.o.n.!_.~.u.toilb.O.t...S._"'II? fOUAuJUJ~ Baow!

ON MEGATRON

as he issues orders to Thundercracker and s~ywarp in the
backg round.
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Thundercracker!
.. £ t t

< 1 a

"

Skywarpi
; ;

&4 ?

12.

THUNDERCRACKER (VO)
Ri';ht, Megatronl

SKYWARP (VO) (
WI.,.'ill';....2.1__..__.'"';.-.n. A-rAAAAC~.a J BP'

WIDER ANGLE

Thundercrack ;rnd Skywarp break formation and
.altitude, rollover and go O.S.

ON CONVOY

loose

ARKEVILLE (VO)

rolling along the mountain road. Thundercracker and Skywarp
SWOOP INTO SHOT. With unmatched quickness the two agressive
Decepticons fire off their heat-seeking-missiles and drone
rockets at the group below. (SFX: EXPLOSIONS SOUNDS)

WIPE TO:,

INT. - DR. ARKEVILLE'S LAB

MEDIUM ON STARSCREAM

- He is carefully working in deep· concentration on the "Power
Source". (SFX: SOFT, LOW THROB - CONTI THRU, SCENE) at that
moment, Dr. Arkeville~svoice can be heard c~ing through a
speaker in Starscream's chest.

DR.
( filter)

Starscream~ !I!_--~--"b"·,.)bu MUST OJOt.'( uAJP5~
r (! , $; , _ $_G 0 MY ScJ~eILVISIOI-J I
iiJ it' Jijin ' 52' S 3 pWT ~

7 3- s or

Starscream smiles a crooked smile as he presses a button on his
shoulder to communicate through his intercom system with Dr.

- Arkeville.

D t

1 -,

J

'l

STARS CREAM
7 l pA1te~. O~"rWa. 1:M

At..M4~ Ft#JtJHel), '0

/

'-_.-

CLOSER ON TIMING DEVICE

In an alcove near the pcwer Source. It is a remote-control
accessory that appears to be a complex timer-unit which has been
attached to the power Source. '



.' .
MP 700-11 13.

BACK TO SHOT

Starscream moves into shot does some fine tuning with
f'- a mini-laser ·screwdriver" revolving with a high-pitched whine
\. . followed by a CLICK!

WIDER

As Starscream finally steps back to proudly view his handiwork.
He once again pushes the button on his shoulder to communicate
with Dr. Arkeville.

STARSCREAM
All rig h t , 7! ' 7 7 1 d j Poc:r~ It. • • • !

... come in and ••__&~-III!!_~~~VE(' AT IJ-V IIJ~~V''''''.
49 5. t 7' .!

CAMERA PANS to a corner of the lab as a door opens and Dr.
Arkeville steps into the chamber with an irritated expression
on his face.

ON STARSCREAM & ·PCWER SOURCE"

as Arkeville ENTERS SHOT. A beaming Starscream magnanimously
gestures towards his addition to the 'ultimate power source'.

STARS CREAM
(casually)

.1;~.;t~';;7=;)=':':'='3=d==')=:?~ie~ I've: tMt',c.oveo yauL
i@ 1 & 5 0. ex,olJeJ.JnA-L ~e~/-4'nJ(. ...

CLOSE ON DR. ARKEVILLE

As the realization of the dev·· ce begins to 'dawn on him.

a STARSCREAM (CONT-;~O) By IWTEttFA:II\G ••
..' ii'_ .....-.:__.-..- Wt~ A TVA,NG

D~,CE . . · · ·
As Starscream reaches for the device.

STARSCREAM (CONT)
When I flip this switch•••

CLOSE ON "SWITCH-

Starscream's large hand ENTERS SHOT and flips the switch on
the timer into 'ON/LOCK' position.

STARSCREAM (Va/CaNT)

J~ IT !NIL&. 8eGtAJ ao/t.OIAlS
~ '_~ To 'NF4tJ(~

-CAfIGtTY.
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ON STARS CREAM AND ARKEVILLE

14.

( stunfl~rVILLE , a)

U I er . 7 7 I~F(N,nr C"A t'Ac.lry. pur J'
wc~ ~):p&.Obe A~ destroy the ~ntire Earth!

Starscre~ pushes his face into Arkeville's
,

STARS CREAM
(gloating) - \

.,_....' VE~'( GOO\) f Doc"TCt.. you CJJJPi(lsr,4,}JO I'~~y,

CLOSE ON "TIMER-

'It reads 7:58:20 on a digital face piece. The TIMER TICKS
LOUDLY (SFX: TICK~NG).

STARSCREAM (VO) __-
(reading)

In exactly 7 hours, 58 minutes
and 20 seconds. OF YoU4. -rIM& nHf PLAJJFr wcc,.,c.
eA.Ufr 'I-J' A c.oSM\C. StiOUJEA.,. 6F FUe EJJS4.Gy'

ON ARKEVILLE •

ARKEVILLE
(losing control) ,,.f

I will not allow S~...... .
t!' ;.

WIDER

to include-Starscream, angered

you U~ No SAy
tu 1\(-6 ~,LI' -

pUfJy rLeSW C,teATUm!

He shrinks back, moving away from Starscream.

ANGLE SHOOTING PAST STARS CREAM

to Arkeville as he listens, trapped.

STARS CREAM
When Earth explodes, I will ge ON cy8e£rttctJ I Gou.scnAJ~••??.... the resul ting energy, t,. WCu.. Glve Me

- j 7] I J& )" &1 (..,144fT'LeSS poUJe,t. _~
• 2& t
_ra....--~~~?!!!!?]~~ . fouJel- TC OOA,ttAJAre "

~" :0 "" ~ (J~f~se!
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REVERSE ANGLE

ARKEVILLE
Then I will stay here to make S~~c
• F nothing goes wrong!

UPSHOT .

15.

Past Arkevi1le as-he is stopped by Starscream's raging voice,
glancing up at the robot's foot over his head, ready to crush
him.

2

STARSCREAM (VO)
(screaming) 0

' SI ;; j . , , 6 you iA'<~ M-£, fQl AfOO(.7
Arkeville cringes.

ANOTHER ANGLE

As Starscream regains his cool.

STARSCREAM (CONT) )tU WOCA..O DC.AC:r'VAT'E
?f 7 i. 1 ;? 'I e ilte t"'MI~ ~eJJl~

t~.Ii:a....:;a__;,. I liE j 1 g f b, i I.. n+E- (AI~TAJJ" t t..eFr ...
(diabolically)

A,..sO ".?'.,., I have ~iII;-4-P--I~£M~Of~
'f.A~S FQ( you!

He pushes Arkevi11e ahead of-him as they ~tart to exit.

FLIP TO:

EXT. - CLEARING

Starscream is in his jetcraft mode. Arkeville is climbing into
the cockpit. SFX: JET ROAR

STARSCREAM (over sound) u", T1"' • .., .. l.LtlPI!!!.'
Ouick1y... n+elLecr rvWl """-. '''' """"~''''
d'

The cockpit canopy automatically SLAMS over Arkevi11e's head
as he ducks just in" time to avoid being hit -- and is thrown
back into his seat as Starscrearn takes off, ROARING, up and o.s.
CAMERA MOVES IN on opening to Arkevi11e's_laboratory and we •••

CUT TO:

INT. - LABORATORY - ON TIMER

It now reads 7:56:18 and ticking down.
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STARSCREAM (VO/CONT)
We must be safely back. on ,
Cybertron before Earth :··.ot$IJJt"EGILATe's..-.. .'

FADE OUT

16.
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ACT II

FADE IN:

CLOSE ON TIMER IN ARKEVILLE'S LAB

The reading on the timer-changes from 7:56:18 to 7:56:17

CUT TO:

STARSCREAM IN HIS JET MODE

as he speeds through space. The Earth can be seen in b.g.
shrinking in size with the increased distance.

CUT TO:

INT. - STARSCREAM'S COCKPIT

Dr. Arkeville reluctantly addresses Starscream's intercom system
as he begins to express his change of heart.

ARKEVILLE
Starscream, I implore you --
the total destruction of'M'i \lJO~'-"
I I I t Ia
£ ? b I,?_ _ A a c.

'- - Starscream's metallic voice comes blaring out of a speaker in
front of the scientist.

7"==

- STARSCREAM (VO) - Ooc.;nl ')
C:QMPA SSIOIJ F~AA. t!!tI ,., I

JIBES• I 5
2

t 1 '

Arkeville tugs at his collar nervously, as he begins to sweat
profusely.

STARSCREAM (VO)CONT)

titF=3=~:an:_g:ry:;:)==';::'?:I==~ilC *sp~ tfJE Me you IJ..
\: 5 j £4 5'; J!!;! t:oNCI!It.N I

•
-Arkeville flinches at Starscream's scathing diatribe as if each
word was a slap in the face.

STARSCREAM (VO/CONT)
±I I ¥. 5

! I;' 7' tt 7 •

, 1 I !!'!I £ Ip
O#JGe UJe~e ~ - CJ:'bertron £ t

noth~ng.? ! will
interfere with my plans!

CUT TO:
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EXT. - STARSCREAM IN JET MODE

Cybertron can be seen approaching in the distance•..

tdepraved laughter)

WIPE TO:

EXT. - MOUNTAINOUS FOREST AREA

18.

.<"

The Autobot convoy moves ~t top speed along a winding dirt road
as a rocket ZOOMS INTO SCENE from above and SLAMS into the side
of a mountain (SFX: EXPLOSION and resulting ROCKSLIDE), burying
Bumblebee at the end of'~he line. CAMERA PANS to Prime as
he commands his forces to halt. SFX: BRAKES SCREECHING

OPTIMUS PRIME (VO)
Autobots, halt! Brawn, dig
Bumblebee out. j I ".2 bh 5 •
bind is 55!

CLOSER ON SLIDE

losing the others as Brawn's van-truck transforms into his
robotic fOrI'[l_and starts heaving boulders o.s. as he starts to
dig Bumbl ~ee out.

OPTIMUS PRIME (VO/CONT)
The rest of you transform and
take cover!

ANOTHER ANGLE - ON WHEELJACK AND IRONHIDE

The Autobots TRANSFORM as a missile WHOOSHES THROUGH SCENE over
their heads (SFX: HIGH PITCHED. WHINE FOLLOWED BY REVERBERATING
BOOM! )

"WHEELJACK
~ WAJJrTO take cover. I wanna III- __Iff FI~ttr 'N ~ c:.'-S~t.,

! .•. , It !; b!IS

IRONHIDE

YYle~a~h~!...~L~e~t~'s~:t====-:~~S:'"C t.D8eEL 1\k)SE'
.. J I ;a j! pC-'(,A)G GAItSAGe CA/rJJ',

ANOTHER ANGLE

as Wheeljack takes aim and fires
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his shoulder cannons into the sky. (SFX: CANNON BLASTS)

CUT TO:

SK~ARP IN THE SKY

$FX: JET ROAR as he flies dangerously low to the Autobots and
as a result takes Wheeljack's cannon blasts on his right
wing. (SFX: -BLAST AGAINST METAL) JET ROAR SPUTTERS as the
impact of the blast knocks Sky~arp out of the sky and 0.5. into
the thick forest.

ON THUNDERCRACKER

as he radios to Megatron to inform him of Skywarp's drowning.

THUNDERCRACKER t
fome in, M~gat~on. skywarp~ DOWIJ.

ON SKYWARP

He'staggerQ out of the trees now in his robotic form, waving
that he is okay.

W~otJG~ THUNDERCRACKER (Va)
.....'__I.-, j £! t-4e'S
okay!

ANGLE ON MEGATRON AND SOME OTHER DECEPTICONS

MEGATRON
Decepticons! ~F~l""""""A6E t Land and

ON RUMBLE,AND SOUNrwAVE

ATAA~C.tC"

as they abruptly change direction and head down toward the
Autobots in the forest below.

u $

FOREST AREA

RUMBLE
! J 1 d j

CUT TO:

As the Autobots are bombarded by Decepticon firepower from above
and their rear.

MEGATRON (va)
& b ' fire! 1

WIDER

The Autobots duck as they turn around to face the Decepticons
who swoop down through the air to a landing.
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OPTIMUS PRIME I
Return fire -- and ... =I.,,:...,... Oepl.df

•
The Autobots-fire and scatter, going into the brush and o.s.
CAMERA HOLDS and a CLUSTER BOMB EXPLODES, uprooting trees and
sending large boulders.up into the air.

ANGLE SHOOTING PAST AUTOBOTS

As tJ.ey stand behfnd the trees, waiting, the Decepti~ons warily
co~e INTC SCENE. Jazzz is holding a hand up in the air.

£1

JAZZZ
( sotto)

, • I 5 I. ON • • •

/

He brings his hand down.

JAZZZ (CONT) f' 00" &l 1 I
·L j 7 &eA:i~ stXJ<e~~ ~fttI t

ANOTHER ANGLE

The Autobots jump out torm the cover of the trees, FIRING.

AUTOBOTS
(BATTLE CRIES)

ON SOUNIlol AVE AND WHEELJACI<

Soundwave comes into SHOT from behind Wheeljack.

SOUNIlolAVE
Prepare to be destroyed!

Wheeljack.spins around but before he can fire, he is hit by a
blast from Soundwave's BLASTER GUN, lifted up off his feet,
flies through the air and slams a9ainst. a huge boulder
SHATTERING it.

WHEELJACI<
Oooooof!

ON OPTIMUS PRIME

Firing his LASER RIFLE at an o.s. target. Megatron comes INTO
SHOT, grabs Prime from behind. Prime throws him off •••

OPTIMUS PRIME
(grunt of effort)

•••and brings the butt of his weapon to SMASH down on Megatron
sprawled on his back. Megatron grabs ·it and heav"'s Prime o.s.,
with an additional kick to the stomach.
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OPTIMUS PRIME.

21.

ON MEGATRON

Good

''-.0.

As he lands, his weapon flying out 'of his hands and o.s., rolls
and jumps up as Megatron rushes INTO SHOT. Prime crouches,
comes up under his op90nent, grabs him, lifting him up over his
head and flinging h~~ through the air.

OPTIMUS PRIME
<mighty grunt of effort)

ON LAKE

As Megatron hits the water, sending up a spray that fills the
screen. (SFX: ·····SPLASH! !)

'ANGLE ON THUNDERCRACKER

as he throws Gears like a bowling ball into a surprised Prime.
Fittingly, eptimus goes down like a bowling pin. (APP. SFX)

THUNDERCRACKER
'i'i.....I ...~..'.I__..t..iI·'....·IIiS..T-.lils

..."iIlliiOIlt.......IIl......- ~ SfG&EtL ~. Aa,
Tue- &eli eft. ~ '" 'C& IT I

•

Frustrated, water dripping from him as he moves away from the
lakeshore.

MEGATRON
Fall back, Decepticons! These'! . I ,J Au to~ots J; ALIi 1 CO lotSP.O. fl(06bM1Aeo

G I - 2 ~ ~ W~N Tb ~UIT' .
•

He takes a few RUNNING STEPS and lifts up into the air as his
ragged and. wounded Decepticons follow.

ANGLE SHOOTING PAST OPTIMUS PRIME

and his Au.tobots as they look at the Decepticons flying·e.s.

OPTIMUS PRIME (VO) •
~C?~k, Autobots. 2 ' Bur wE ~Jh- ..u4~\

.", ,"-,ore- TAAcK of THe ~AJeM:1••••
- ANGLE ON THE OTHER AUTOBOTS

as they listen to the instinctive wisdom of their leader.

OPTIMUS PRIME (VO/CONT)
Transform and •••

The Au tobots. begin transforming and he'ad out in the direction
of the Decepticons, this time following more-discreetly.
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OPTIMUS PRIME (VO/CONT)
••• roll out!

WIPE TO:

ON CYBERTRON

22.

as WE SEE Starscream in his jet mode, blaze INTO FRAME heading
towards his home planet.

. .

DISSOLVE TO:

LANDING AREA - ON CYBERTRON

where Starscream is seen approaching coming in for a landing.

DISSOLVE TO:

/

INT. - MASTER CONTROL ROOM - DECEPTICON HEADQUARTERS

Shockwave is uncharacteristically stunned to see Starscream and
Dr. Arkeville come into the control room. Shockwave looks upon
the Scientist with distaste not appreciating human presence
within the control room (or on Cybertron at all for that
matter.)

STARSCREAM
Greetings, Shockwave. I have
come on a most urgent mission.

ON SHOCKWAVE

SHOCKWAVE
Before you continue"""':; ~ -:. THtS e"At:'1'tf I
creature T; J 5 l I'M( NOT" ~JJT"f!R.... Ht!ttC,

'ail ph; J 22&S22

Megatron HA~ SO O~PEte-O.

Shockwave glares down upon the human scientist who is 'feeling
most uncomfortable at this moment.

ON STARSCREAM

who is quickly losing patience with the ·upright· Shockwave.
He proceeds to pull .his rank on Shockwave.

STARSCREAM
~lI S"'U~!!l~i_"'h ~S"_lIIi~i, I
.....__~c..u Megatron is /ttjQ M.Oc..e. ,
d ~ NOW ~~AD -nte t>eGGpn~S.

CLOSE ON SHOCKWAVE

Who 'stares in disbelief.

SHOCKWAVE
What? !
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d3
;..n

STARSCREAM (vo)
: : 1 I

&
;' 17 S •

MeGArON E~1teO 06C.lVIO~
W*EJJ ~(S ""AA.SU, MIAS
baT'4.0Y!!o ,--

gt 3; a 5

42 ;r,

SHOCKWAVE
But Megatron is indestructablel

ON STARSCREAM

He quickly glances to the monitor o.s.

POV

"The monitor is flickering and-fLashing.

STARSCREAM (Va)
Then why not i contact

. ; ; . p
&

ON STARSCREAM AND SHOCKWAVE

Starscream smiles to himself.

SHOCKWAVE
I cannot•••

--. CLOSE ON COMPUTER MONITOR

flickering and flashing. It shows "snow" type interference on
moment, and the next moment it goes dark, unable to lock into a
reception pattern.

SHOCKWAVE (VO/CONT)
••- ... .--·.'..1....... UJTet..F~a~ tlJ TVE t=f!'LD
....---.... '-lAS MA9~ EALTW COJJ\ACr IM~QSS'Ieu;-,

BACK ON SHOCKWAVE" AND STARSCREAM

.SHOCKWAVE (CONT)
But, I ~ssure you, I will keep
trying . J •

•
Starscream, who has lost all remaining patience, blows up.

I STARSCREAM
Enough~ ~?....."".

CLOSE ON SHOCKWAVE

he listens, grimly

STARSCREAM (Va/CaNT) f
You will take orders from ~ FIlDM AJQJ,) QJJ.
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WIDER

24.

to include Starscream and Dr. Arkeville as Shockwave tries to
adjust the computer controls.

AND STARS CREAM
.. my first comrn3nd
! £

,., con tact .... Earth!

(sa - No-
..

(

C.-

He pretends not to have heard the order. Starscream angrily
draws his laser weaJon and fires a warning blast right beside
Shockwave's head. (SFX: ZAP!)

STARSCREAM
Do you understand?! No further
contact!!

Finally, the rebellious Shockwave submits to Starscream's
authority.

SHOCKWAVE
( subdued)

Yes,. Commander Starscream.

ANOTHER ANGLE

Shockwave follows as Starscream cockily heads for the exit, his
back to them.

. STARSCREAM
We must begin setting up Energy ..
Collectorsl d ~ ,c..ec:E'v'e /It &"CMCT"U 5S lJeuJ

• ; II ; J source of energy
( truimphant.) f

--in less than three' !!AL1:H -60fcuILS .
Starscream exits the room, the ~thers following.

STARSCREAM
(chuckling to himself)

WIPE TO:

EXT. EARTH'S SKY-DAY

The Decepticons are flying through the air. Camera moves in
to closer shot.

FAVOR SKYWARP AND THUNDERCRACKER (PANNING)

Both are in their robotic modes.

SKYWARP
MegatraonOFf ouf.. flight _a-Ill. 2
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ANOTHER ANGLE (PANNING)

to include Megatron, Rumble and Soundwave.

MEGATRON
,( sarcastically)

Dazzl ing deduction, ::ikywarp. A , ...!!PI'I' A1)15A
We're headed for'" ;; 7 J _~ '" '"

~JJ AS TOO \lAtteYaF No ~~.
RUM BL f.

9' ;; ?? 'hPJ P6 d ,. T WH¥'tE we GOlJJ6
S&ftIr·SSifA& ,

•CLOSER ON MEGATRON (PANNING)

.UJe'M! ).t)T! 6<Jr MEGAT~ON
. - I the Au tobots ..._ ....' •• W.u" se SOM~~

'j J J I T~'U. ~ FOUtW,
BELOW - ON AUTOBOTS IN DESERT

As the convoy moves into scene. CAMERA TILTS UP as the
Decepticons indulge in some fancy acrobatic stunts and squad
maneuvers. Then in a spectacular finish, ZOOM o.s.

CLOSE ON PRIME'S TRAILER TRUCK

It has stopped. The wheels are o.s.

WIDE

OPTIMUS PRIME (VO)
dIIlJ I I. I J J & t? W,..y nte AeIUAL. ,nJJ.Jr-
~?

•

Revealing that the Autobot convoy·has stopped in the middle of
the flats of Sinking Gulah.

o,nMUS' Ptl~- RATCHET (VO)
S £; 3 The Decepticons
are gone.!

SIDESWIPE (VO)
.n' bts 2 I i 3 1 " .

;; s. we~~ ~~/2.. 1'lte=-M "
CLOSER '.

To reveal that Prime's vehicle and· the others have sunk into
the flats up to the middle of their hubcaps.

ON BUM BLEBEE

errS.. '..
OPTIMUS PRIME (VO) ~~V

______lI61!!Y,..'--..sII!~!II" r HA~ A euz.uJJcS I AJ ""-1

nSW -7- pc' s (,,06(" Ct~ucn~A1

p TlitC4 Me c.Ue'~ BeeJ
Leo (JJ'TO SOAJ..Eo I(lIJO
c:::r ,.L4rP •

His vehicle has already sunk to the top of his fenders.
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WIDER

BUMBLEBEE (VO)
Prime••• I 1 m sinking!'

26.

.
The others are continuing to be sucked down into the rna:.s. SFX:
HORNS BLARING and they:SPIN THEIR WHEELS, throwing mud behind
them, SPLASHING on the vehicles behind themselves, and digging

.. in deeper and deeper.

HOUND
(struggling)

; 6; j __a

ALL
Quicksand! !

OPTIMUS PRIME
Transform --·and pullout!

CAMERA PANS as Prime an~-some of the others TRANSFORM completely
while others only partially convert but all are stuck and
slowly sinking deeper.

ALL
(grunting with effort)

1- k' A1o"U MEGATRON (VO)
••LIIII you Au tobots know how to ,.,t,eAO UJATEI2 II

SWISH PAN to Megatron and Laserbeak"standing on a- huge rock on
the edge of the quicksand flats.· _.

• 4 Ii ME~TRON ~C?NT) ? • JP' guT' ,,.eS '-lor- ~(Te

....iIJ._-.SIII....'j (wild laughter) nt'e J'AAJ.E I JJ S~N\) ~

Megatron turns to Laserbeak

MEGATRON
Laserbeak r stay behind and ..., __
s& J! ; j ; 3;

7 * \Mlen you see the last AU~9o" ~OJk St"o~"(
• : o':!t; of sight,) tt-Jo,t-.a uS •

•
B

OPTIMUS PRIME (VO)
S ;_1&!

IS

/

ANGLE SHOOTING PAST MEGATRON

to the trapped Prime and the Au tobots.

OPTIMUS PRIME (CONT) \ I
. . we1u- BS BAa< ' C.OOfJ' otJ .,. .

. .
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----I

\

ON MEGATRON

His lips form into a wicked grL~ace. Waiting behind hue are the
Decepticons. - .

-UPSHOT PAST THE AUTOBOTS

MEGATRO~ (CONT)
It 3 s: lie :.,.. '\
"';-~3.j"N\oVfG 04.1\. we tie

-e ; Bcd La '-YAiTeO &JJ0U6U -nA.'C
O~ ~"S U~I(!IJ' Ta.eA~f,JAJ!S fI

(t.~U6W-S)

-'- - -. -

· .6
Decepticons,

II'! !

The Decepticons (except for Laserbeak)·follow Megatron into the
sky and into the distance as we:

WIPE TO:

A CYBERTRON CONTROL TCWER

surrounded by huge unique energy collectors aimed toward unseen
Earth like great mouths ready to gul~·any form of energy that
comes their way. CAMERA PULLS BACK to include-Starscream inside
a highly-sophisticated control center with flashing lights. He
presses a pushplate and the energy collectors stretch higher
into the sky, propelled by an extending connecting shaft•.

ANOTHER ANGLE

Starscrearn glances over at Dr. Arkeville wh~"has been keenly ,--.
eyeing Starscrearn's every move.

STARS CREAM
(gloating) V ill

You shoul d feel honored ....... rQU ~\ cJ. ;lie 'ttte QIJLi
"3d}. hwaull c, CZ EO be &110::00 M.eM6eL C'F yourL
&1 ::it::css this ."t5?Srd jpant ~P!C.lS 1D C!.I~\..AI~
¥99? d" 59' ;av"",yg-

T\fe eJO ~ ~uL WQfU,.D.
Starscream then proceeds to push three consecutive devices on
the control panel which glow brightly at his touch.

STARSCREAM (CONT)
:ii 81 sl' g «.
'$ 2' 2 t. I ~~tLelJr. Au.. l S IIJ c(.5..ot~ S.

Starscrearn starts to move away from the-controls.

/' ON DR. ARKEVILLE
\,---

In a burst of courage. -Arkeville rushes towards the controls.
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DR. ARKEVILLE
(frantically) ~ ~ ~... ,

I might not be able to .., __Ill' ~AV!' ~ Sj ~,,-\~
! 5 dR' I' J ttL II ;
but I can stop you from ,
iOllectin~ th7 energy ••£... OF \is \)SST~~O#J,

WIPE TO:

ON CONTROL PANEL

Arkeville wildly begins flip?ing switches but is immediately
SHOCKED by the extreme electrical voltage-running through the
machinery. (SFX: ELECTRICAL SHOCK)

ARKEVILLE
Aaaaahhh!

Be collapses to the floor unconscipus.

ANGLE ON STARS CREAM

as he casually ENTERS SHOT, roaring witn.laughter.

STARS CREAM
(laugh ing) -...

You fool! Only Decepticons can
touch the controls when the selJTt.'I MOIJITOrt as ON.
n? 't d

( beat)
Take him to~ repair bay!

WIDER

severai small, primitive robots roll INTO SCENE. They pick up
the unconscious scientist with their mechanical arms and take
him o.s.

CLOSE ON STARSCREAM

who strokes his metal chin in thought

STARSCREAM
( to h ims elf)

...IIiii 'IiI'....' iii.........--liiIIIIIt_.C..' .."""••t -me 0oc:.~4 Mun-
~(interfere again!

tJ"r *"Id/i 'm5 CU-4~ T'Q::>

ANGLE ON OPTIMUS PRIME

Half of his body is buried in the ~onsuming quicksand.~.and

sinking.

OPTIMUS PRIME
Ironhide! 1jI1"£"'3~2W6-e.1s"1Ill!J&"SllWb_"lxeCAN -totJ 4ietJO A e&"A~
~. Sill. i .! pSE OF Sup~·~c..eo JJrr~OG&~

r . b' J 'U'rb ~ ~tO<-S'AAJO'•
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WIDER

29.

~
{

~_ to include Ironhide in partial transform (head and shoulders
is in humanoid form) as he struggles to free an arm from the
mire.

~'tee IRONHIDE
a A Optimus.

(grunts in effort)
II I can ' 3 F E

•
CAMERA PANS up to the alert Laserbeak, watching from the rock.
He flies up in the air and ·aims a laser cannon at Ironhide,
getting reasy to blast him.

ON MIRAGE

His upper torso free of the quicksand•••

CLIFFJUMPER
Look out, Ironhidel

••• he FIRES his rocket-dart rifle.

ON LASERBEAK

as the blast hits him full on. (SFX: ZAPl)

LASERBEAK
(shriek of pain)

Laserbeak drops, transforming into his mini-cassette mode.

ON JAZZZ

who stretches h'is arm out and catches the mini-cassette, making
a catch that any baseball outfielder would regard with envy.

JAZZZ
Gotchal

,OPTIMUS PRIME (VO)
Good wo rk, .n.'..' _

WIDER

to include Prime as he. turns his head towards Ironhidewho is
behind him.

A ~ OPTIMUS PRIME (VO)Nl L.U~, 1IJ!lI3_.&~i Ironhide?

• •

"-- - Ironhide finally frees an arm.

IRONHIDE (
I think we're in business c
E
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30.

Optimus Prime flashes a smile.

. --..

"

He shoots his super-cooled nitrogen over the surface of the
quicksand.

DCWNSHOT

As the malevol~nt mud turns solid, enough for the Autobot~ to
'. climb out to safety.

ANOTHER A'.lGLE

This is followed by GRUNTS AND GROANS of effort as they pull
themselves..·out of the firm mud and gently walk o.s. toward the
bank.

ON OPTIMUS PRIME AND JAZZZ

Jazzz playfully addresses Prime, a&..they step ashore•.

JAZZZ 16
Say, Optimus. How'd you likeI\Hf:A.1l AlcJMeEL OlJc

.litillislllilbIlillSlliIIs.r.ttlt.., __..'-----611l16.'...3 ~1J ns b~'ON
~ c:~n-e C:WA.c.TS ?

OPTIMUS PRIME
Ii as I believe ~

the Earthl ings say -- 2 7 "'L. Ay .,. o/tJ AJ4,.MAN !./
ANGLE ON JAZZZ

as he TRANSFORMS to his Porsche mode and the cassette falls into
his stereo insie his auto-mode.

JAZZZ (VO)
You got itJ.S~j"";"""

. ,Ap.O .....
WIDE ON AUTOBOTS

as they cluster around to listen to the~ Decepticon cassette.
Laserbeak unsuccessfully tries to prevent playback. (GARBLED
SOUNDS) then as tape rolls at proper speed

DR. ARKEVILLE (VO)
Yes, Starscream. I understand.

STARSCREAM (VO)
Take me to your secret

laboratory.

OPTIMUS PRIME
(interrupted) .

~::::±:'=*,=:E1'=i=='~!~~.=i?~!~C~~A-T"f S OUIL ~r- ('_,. n-' y" 2); 2J 628L Dem~M1CW,MJ\O~~'..

The Autobots TRANSFORM and rollout as we ••• T~fQtM AJJO ~ou-I
•

WIPE TO:
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EXT. - ENTRANCE - DR. ARKEVILLE'S LAB

31.

.~ .

Megatron and the Decepticons are filing into-the open entrance.

CUT TO:

INT. - LAB

Megatron stops, awed by the Power Source which is glowing
brightly_

MEGATRON
If the information we -received
is true•••

ON PaiER SOURCE

Megatron leans into shot and almost lovingly touches the device.
It glows even brighter.

MEGATRON (CONT) 1'\+1, "OOIJ~'t\~ G!'~~tf)~
U' is the source of ultimate ~-

power!

CAMERA PUSHES past Megatron to the timer behind him~nd HOLDS
on a CLOSE SHOT. It shows 2:15:33 getting dangerously close
to detonation time as we •••

FADE OUT

\
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ACT III

FADE IN:

ON MEGATRON AND POWER SOURCE

",

32.

MeJatron is about to grab the brightly-glowing Power Source.

CLOSE ON MEGATRON'S FAC~

as his eyes reflect the glowing imag~ry_.of the Power source,
which is getting brighter and brighter and PULSATING in a steady
rhythm.

•
MEGATRON

t ... b o olt

fj a.L "D1J~ bsnlJY ,t To sellV& MIC I M'i pOre)/\
CLOSE ON TIMER ~eAUTj(.

Now showing 1:59:02•••and changing to 1:59:01. Suddenly LASER
BLASTS are heard from a near distance.

ON TUNNEL ENTRANCE LEADING IN TO LAB

As Rumble tumbles in, partially stunned by the effects of a
blast.

RUMBLE
(out of breath)

Megatron, it's the Autobotsl

ON MEGATRON

Surprise registers on his vicious face •

H
.. . MEGATRON

US *) h ...

SKYWARP

/

ANGLE ON OTHER DECEPTICONS ,
boUT UJt'J~y_ we'~ ~ 'EM tfGA,fr

. i!lE_Iill:==_"-_MII!!!?"0''''j.IE~i1!11!!6lW''''''''lil£!l2''if- U~. OOOAA'NG TWeA.'SCUIa,'* 6 i i 6 d 2 iJJ LvUI I ..

The Decepticons move into action and head towards the entrance.

EXT. - TUNNEL ENTRANCE

Megatron is the first one out, the others piling out-after him.

CLOSE ON MEGATRON'S HEAD

as it takes a powerful uppercut from Prime's fist which ENTERS
SHOT. (SFX: THWACK!)
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WIDER

OPTIMUS PRIME (VO)
~~".l..g., Megatronl
l£u.o A6M &j,

33.

to include Prime as M~gatron is lifted by the impact of the
punch and SMA(:?~ED! against the s ide of... the mountain, causing
chunks of rock to rain down upon Prime. (APP> SFX)

MEGATRON
Oooof!l!

ANOTHER ANGLE

Megatron manages to cling against the side of the mountain and
then pluck a large boulder which he proceeds to hurl down at

. Optimus.

PI'

"711

ANGLE ON PRIME

MEGATRON
I 1

(CONT)
I it !I ~u:

f

He moves out of the way of the boulder just as Rumble rushes
him. The rock SLAMS down upon Rumble's foot causing him to howl
with pain•••

RUMBLE
Ouuchh! 11

ON PRIME

Prime doubles over with. laughter at the Decepticon blunder.

OPTIMUS PRIME
( laughter)

i J ? 1 your aim is improving,
Megatron!

A blast of lasers,' missiles and cluster bombs comes directly
at Prime. (SFX: TO SUIT)- Dodging it, he ducks into the tunnel.

ON SKYWARP AND HOUND

As Skywarp FIRES his heat-seeking missile which glances off
Hound's shoulder, spinning him around and SLAMMING him into a .
tree--toppling it. S.FX: CRASH and CAMERA SHAKES.

ON WINDCHARGER

.He flips ~ switch on each wrist, extending his hands straight
out.

/,

WINDCHARGER
Hey, Skywarp--4 7 ?

• charge' QP ; 5 g t j ~p'

.... QOt' . I
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Magnetic rays·are emitted from his hands •••

WIDER

34.

/

,,
'---

Skywarp is unaware of the magnetic ·waves" approaching him, as
suddenly his weapon is .pulled from his gr~lp. Confused, he -.
despera tely tries to hold on, dragged to\"ards Wi ndcharger.
(S FX: BUZ ZZ)

SKYWARP
-- Hey! What' s going--?!-

BACK TO WI NDCHARGER

The gun is finally ~enched from Skywarp's hand and sucked over­
·to ~indcharger who breaks it over his knee int~little pieces.

WI NOCHARGER . .w 0 f2A1'S
411I11_""iii:_ ....i ..a II!S..IIiI_S_..... A\4 A« A~ · • · Q~ t.;-, 'gIG. ~1•
.......a....J_i113 •••' IIII!P.l~j!llllllIlli·.t..1~g.._! GeT 1'0 Pfa"'y WL'n4 GU JJr .1
(LAUGHS)

WIPE TO:

CYBERTRON - INT. - REPAIR BAY

Starscream watches with amusement as the primitive ~slaven

robots work on Dr. Arkeville. He is lying prone on an
·operating table· with metal braces over his arms, chest and
legs. CAMERA PUSHES IN on the robots making last minute
adjustments. Only the right half of his face, right shoulder,
and right thigh is normal, untouched. The rest is now metal.
Bulky, a strange shape, he is secured by metal straps.

DR. ARKEVILLE
(shrieks)

•••0 .......·--.ie..'_ilr.'~ y~'* ru (UlF;D /tU; rJJn:)
mechanical freak!

ANOTHER ANGLE - WIDER

to include-Shockwave looking on as one of the ~slave" robots
pushes a button (SFX: BUZZ!) and the table moves to an upright
position. A "CLICK" and the table automatically adjusts,
forming into a chair.
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STARSCREAM
You were heavily damaged by
_.ilh, doctor. r J ,

5 ; It It yo u ex i st. at
all!

CLOSEN ARKEVILLE

35.

21

-
INT. - ARKEVILLE'S LAB

as he tries to wriggle loose from the straps.

DR .. KEVILLE
au t I can't ILlove! ...; •
b "s t 7' I ;!" 5..- .

ANGLE ON STARSCREAM AND SHOCKWAVE

Starscream cracks a crooked smile.

STARSCREAM
You deserve a rest, Dr.
Arkeville. You must be
exhausted--from interfering
with my affairs. (ROARING
LAUGHTER)

Shockwave looks on in disgust and leaves the room without having
said a word.

WIPE TO:

i~~foNelJnA" ~e~Ur~
Optimus Prime is examining the strange-looking "Power Source," -
cautiously keeping his distance, sensing that it is of a"
volatile nature. We HEAR the fighting-still raging outside
Prime holds his laser rifle in his hand.

MEGATRON (VO)-= 6 as ide £ £ 5 I it ! j e Ger PrWAl{ F~U. ilAlj
Prime!

ON MEGATRON

He is flanked by RUMBLE and Frenzy. Megatron points his fusion
cannon directly at Prime.

MEGATRON. (CONT)'T ....'_'"'-1l!2-";ll!j~ be longs to
me!



• t

MP 700-11 36.

ANOTHER ANGLE

PRIME II'"
7 J ;;. you '·re~ foolish
enough to fire at me while II!'1
standing in f~ont 5;'; I r -rHeAlJ A~E YO':, '\.
1S7 I I 3 1 a, /

c.;Meg a tron?

Rumble brings up his weapon.

RUMBLE
Let me blast~ f+.~ ,

. .
CLOSE ON MEGATRON

Livid.

MEGATRON
(cu t ting him 40 ff)

Quiet!

Megatron hesitates and realizes there is truth in what·Prime
says. Nevertheless, he continues to threaten Prime.

BACK TO PRIME

,
\
''-0

Who does not back away •••

MEGATRON (CONT-VO)
~ j I FIt la 624.. ' a L-

CLOSE ON TIMER

to include a view of the timer's digital face piece. It reads 0
HOURS/O MINUTES/50 SECONDS. Optimus reluctantly moves away in
response to Megatronls demand.

/
(

'....._-

ON MEGATRON, RUMBLE AND FRENZY

As Megatron turns to them.

MEGATRON
Leave!

They throw a hard glance at Prime, then back to Megatron, then
turn and go O.S.
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ANOTHER ANGLE

37.

Megatron approaches Prime andLthe Power source, boldly.

MEGATRON
I only want; i. 3

rIJrlJ j L •

CLOSE ON MEGATRON

Megatron stops, interrupted and. begins recelvlng a transmission.
The reception is poor at first (SFX: INTERFERENCE) but quickly
clears to reveal Shockwave coming through from Cybertron:

SHOCKWAVE (VO)
Megatron, • come in!

(desperately).& 1 at Hi 4 P1 I 'H!~. I AL
acknow~edge~s • lF you Q. ,ffti pUNC" O,IJ · ..
Megatron•••

Megatron's look of surprise quickly turns to irritation•

Of

•P'•

. MEGATRON McJ<
(sharply)<: FUNc:.nO~At..~ CAt-(. c..A-re:,-

cour7e I'm -' ~ _.: ,I 3 t'M BuSY' .
jg&~ . LiEd Ttg iB •

I

CLOSE ON MEGATRON'S TRANSMITTER

SHOCKWAVE
Megatron! You must find Dr. .
Arkeville's lab and
disconn7ct the .' 'a DeT'QIJATC~ G~~~ ~fo~L,

,'kt .• MLi sa -- G~,t~~. h- WlU-..or?" ' 1 a 'a 50 liC 1ft ge QlAt"obt Alii~SEC IJO
G at 5 .,. Ts • ! .....T 0 ...

AfT/~C:
ANOTHER ANGLE

Megatron and Prime are-- jolted by this information. They both
quickly move into action, scanning the area.

I

PRIME....;_F....··.'iii'II1II
3

11&.- A 11M\A)e MEafAJ) IS' AC • · · · ·
CLOSE ON TIMER

It now reads 3 SECONDS ••• 2 SECONDS ••• l SECONDS. Megatron's huge
hands ENTER FRAME and disconnect the timer, ripping it free just
before it changes to 0 SECONDS.

ON PRIME AND MEGATRON

They exchange relieved glances.
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SHOCKWAVE (Va)
Megatron! Megatron, are you
still there? S:;i' ~
D !.!, riD

Megatron speaks into his transmitter•••

MEGATRON
Everything1s under control.
Where is Starscream?

CLOSER

on Megatron1s transmitter/speaker•••.

SHOCKWAVE (Va)
I ; .2 t Gn Cybertron!
He planned to destroy the Earth
and Ii, gather the energy of Oesl",tUc:.TcOfJ.

ON MEGATRON

His face is dark with anger.

38.

MEGATRON
When I get my hands on that D
trai tor ~i~.'aIIi?7 HIS C:A'rAt.'fTt~ ATA . I

1IIII!3!l11111_iIIiIIIii55iii_~hPll!lls",ca__.-_£.iI-_I-. 135 ASSeMSt'f I) M1M::
·zm fbi.. hi •

WIPE TO:

INT. - CYBERTRON CONTROL ROOM

Starscream is impatiently DRUMMING his steel fingers on the
control panel. He glares over a~ Dr. Arkevi~le who is in his
wheelchair.

~t "..
has

STARS CREAM
ii i a.:. U Why

there been no explosion?!

ANGLE ON STARSCREAM

He furiously SLAMS his fist down on the control panel.

STARSCREAM (CaNT)
• 'Pi; 22&1 gd It

......~ malfunction in the timer!
~

ANGLE SHOOTING PAST STARSCREAM

to Arkeville, as, deep in thought, he forgets.Arkevillels
predicament.
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-('

,,-
STARSCREAM {CaNT}..I.,.:.'IiI?ill?a., \t ' 11 b k t_ , IOU Wl.. go ac 0

Earth to check i t., P~.c.

ON ARKEVILLE

The doctor looks at Starscre~ like he's not dealing with a full
deck.

DR. AiU<EVILLE
And how do you propose I get
there•••

He gestures to his wheels with his head as he bumps into a wall
( 5 FX : BUMP!)

DR. ARKEVILLE {CaNT}
Ooof! •• ,on my roller skates?!

ON STARSCREAM

who is so angry .and frustrated he doesn't even listen to the
doctor's sarcastic logic. Starscream is starting to lose his

- cool and his voice is beginning to aquire a distinct whine.

WIDER
(

to show Arkeville clumsily approach Starscream.

DR. ARKEVILLE {CONT}
(sarcastically)

• 1 IE ltou're forgetting,I' _ _ ...
Starscream; ; you're the "'_Jl'~ u_~l#r
onfly one who knows how ' j -n+e "MIAJG 1.11;;.,. ....... .,yw",,,,,.
hi 1 .,

Dr. ~keville smiles confidently like a chess player who has
just put his opponent in "checkmate."

CLOSE ON STARSCREAM'S FACE

as he grinds his jaws {SFX: METAL GRIDING} with the realization
that he indeed must return to Earth if his plans ar~~ucceed.

(-.

"DR. ARKEVILE {YO}
& £ j gil, d

-rt+E~~r.Y£}! are the 7. one who~ MUSl
. return to Earth!

Starscream stands up and starts to move 0.5.

FLIP TO:

PLANET CYBERTRON

Starscream, in his jet mode, lea,'(..'7
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~ Cybertron in the distance as he flies INTO CAMERA.

WIPE TO;

EARTH - .INT. - ARKEVILLE'S LAB

40.

Me~atron is triumphantly freeing the-Power Source of all its
paraphernalia. The device has been increaing its·brilliance
'IIi th all this activ i ty. __

LASER FIRE can be heard coming- from outside as the battle·
between the Autobots and the Decepticons rages on. Moanwhile,
Megatron is so occupied with his work he has forgotten the

·presence of Optimus Prime, who watches intently.

OPTIMUS PRIME
.. careful, Megatron! It's
still dangerous.

Megatron is startled by Prime's voice and grabs the Power Source
out of reflex action. The mass glows and throbs in his arms as
he turns to exit.

Pr ime? !

ON OPTIMUS PRIME

MEGATRON . \Ji. ; t\~ ~&e~ ,.. LoST IN Net
~&-( I I ••

-- as he moves into the path of Megatron's exit.

• • oS-r~ \~ AU., APf~f~~4T! 'pP!Il1U~ ~It1-E .... __ V,'U~ OL..A-y~"~ HAS
..,. \NO~V. 1 FE ~ .? 14; 6 , sse ''''' r- {" -- f~ IYW ~

J ; 1 your housing!
~!("T~~

BACK TO MEGATRON AND OPTIMUS PRIME

Megatron looks down nervously at the incandescent device as it
is indeed starting to melt his metal housing and-he holds it
away. However, he has no intentions of giv~ng it to Prime. So
he Uhangs tough" instead.

MEGAT:ON J ( I tt 'S of AJo COJJC:.e,(,I.J (
(mimicking a human)

I'll , J: I· !! ff' ~e~tJcE 'r!'MPeMT1J~
___-.itlllllllit~~;~~.?..7-••Iiiii·--Ii!·llll!6.-...-1t ~ooJJ ~~w., 1Uflt,)
r-j.~.1 s- ~r cxJr. ot= N¥ W~.

ANGLE ON PRIME

The tensing of his body belies his words.

enD? ?

OPTIMUS PRIME
(shrug~)
; $. t i JII gatecd. doe c



MP 700-11 41.

ANOTHER ANGLE

Prime moves out of Megatron's path, hoping that Megatron will
drop his guard. Megatron relaxes a bit as he begins to pass.
Prime dives at Megatron, grabbing the device, falls to the
ground, cradling it protectively against his chest as he rolls
back up to his feet and --

op'rIMUS PRIME
7 . ; I:Ia §si>Qsds & ._" --, t .'
~•••;......'C h65' ? ;

I'~ GO" 1"'0 '~,ll4tS
0<Jl ~ ~L ~ANOS !

WIDER

As Megatron, infuriated, and without thinking, blindly flies
into Prime and makes a perfect tackle, causing Prime to almost
drop the dangerous device.

MEGATRON
(grunting) ~ I

Give • ,,. pAC.I(.

OPTIMUS PRIME
T •• mrE' ;! • 7

CLOSER

The device "pops" out of their tangled limbs and flies O.S.

ANGLE ON LAB ENTRANCE

as the device fies though the air landing close to the lab's
entrance. (SFX: THUMP!)

CLOSE ON THE POWER. SOURCE

as it begins to glow, not only brighter and brighter, but begins
to change colors and spasmatically swell up and shrink down
alternately, rapidly.

WIDER

to include Megatron and Prime watching the~evice, transfixed,
still entangled.

OPTIMUS PRIME
It's going to explode!!

MEGATRON
Not here, if I can help it!

I
"

He releases himself from. Prime's grasp, springing to his feet,
and runs o.s.

''-...-
ON PCMER SOURCE

Megatron runs INTO SCENE and grabs the device on his way out -­
Prime follows him out quickly •••
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EXT. ON CAVE ENTRANCE

42.

As Megatron runs out, followed immediately by Prime. They stop
and Megatron spins around, and quickly but carefully hands the
device to Pr ime.

MEGATRON
No time to argue, Prime!
Take this while I transform--

Megatron TRANSFORMS into his fusion cannon mode and flips into
_ Pr ime I shands.

MEGATRON (CONT-VO)
Now, loadme'wlEli I PI St-

AiVL EJJB I

Prime gently pushes the device deep into the barrel, his hand
going into the barrel up to his shoulder.

WIDER

as Prime steadies himself, aiming the-fusion cannon up to the
sky.

OPTIMUS PRIME
(finiShing the line)

FIRE! !!

SFX: FUSION CANNON as the Power Source device WHOOSES up and
O.S.

ON PLANET EARTH

in the bottom of the FRAME-- as. the device WHOOSHES INTO CAMERA
and goes O.S.

CUT TO:

SPACE - ANOTHER AREA

Starscream,-in his jet mode, travelling in one direction as the
Power Source goes THROUGH SCENE travelling in the opposite
direction.

STARSCREAM (VO)
What was --?1

CAMERA HOLDS and a half beat after the device goes o. S., -the
device EXPLODES, the frame lights up blindingly and flashes,
silhouetting Starscream, as CAMERA SHAKES VIOLENTLY! _
Starscream's jet slowly flip flops through space toward Earth
in the background.
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EARTH - EXT. - ARKEVILLE'S LAB AREA

Starscream ENTERS SHOT now in a screaming WHINE as
to the ground (SFX: LOUD CRASH1) (CAMERA SHAKES)
as he manages to TRANSFORM into his humanoid form,
dazed but operating. Megatron's huge shadow looms
enveloping the-stunned Starscream.

UPSHOT MEGATRON

glaring dowR- INTO CP~ERA.

43.

he crashes
CAMERA HOLDS

obviously
INTO FRAME,

DOWNSHOT PAST MEGATRON

As Starsc~eam cowers in Megatron's shadow •••

STARSCREAM
Megatron••• I thought you I
were••• I mean XLevett.\lSoJy wAS sua You... "
P! 31 Obi J}t 5

ANOTHER ANGLE

as the powerful Megatron reaches out with both hands to grab
Starscream and pick him.up and•••

WIPE TO:

EXT. COUNTRY ROAD - DAY

All the Au tobots are seen in their vehicle trans-forms,
travelling as a peaceful convoy. A shining reconstructed city
can be seen in the background.

•
Hey,

• J J

5 .
51

BUMBLEBEE (VO)
(chuckles)
Prime. What d'ya think
I if I ! J g!P

2

CLOSER ON PRIME (PANNING)

7 . Je

is
'1 3

OPTIMUS PRIME (VO) ~ J:
! 96 i: [0 boa ND'WlAJ6 GaJt'tJE,

J • E!!-;;= 5 WDuu? SAY,

/
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ON JAZZZ (PANNING)

WIDER

44.

The Autobots honk their horns in victory (SFX: VARIOUS HORN
HONKS) as we •••

FADE OUT
THE END

,
. '
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