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TEASE

[ PREVI QUSLY ON: ONE di scovers that THREE is a suspect in his
wife's nurder, SIX fails in his bid to avenge hinself on the
terrorist Leader, discover FIVE has their nenories buried in
her subconsci ous, delve into FIVE s subconscious and see
scene where Enperor beats FOUR for going easy on his half-
brot her while the Commander of the Royal Guards | ooks on,
FOUR di scovers the Enperor dead and the Enpress blanmes him
FOUR contacts his half-brother: "Hello, brother"].

VFX - SPACE
The Raza hurtles through FTL.
TWO ( PRE- LAP)

kay, let's go over the new suppli es.
INT. SH P - MESS
TWO, tablet in hand, oversees inventory of the various things
they picked up on their |ast space station stopover. ONE,
FIVE, and SIX are also in attendance as they go over the

various boxed and packaged itens -

TWO | ooks down into FIVE s box -

TWO
Did you get the parts you were | ooking
for?

FI VE

They didn't have a conpatible
regenerator assenbly, so | thought
we mght go with these |ithium oxide
cani sters instead.

TWO
Is that a yes?
FI VE
Yes. | also got these welding goggles

that are both practical AND cool
She dons her new goggl es.

TWO
If you say so.

TW throws a | ook to SI X
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TWO ( CONT' D)
Whaddaya got ?

He hol ds up a whack of packaged neats.

SI X
Real nmeat. Finally. And protein
packs. |I'mputting these on ice.

And he heads into the back as TWD nods at ONE, who expl ai ns
what's in his box -

ONE
New stock for the infirmary: sterile
gauze, sutures, antibiotics, and

happy pills.

TWO i nputs, as THREE enters with a crate and sets it down on
the table.

TWO
VWhat's that?

THREE
Wi skey. Wasn't on the list, but I
remenbered for you

He starts unpacking the bottles. ONE finds hinself staring
at THREE, who noti ces.

THREE ( CONT' D)
Wat are you | ooking at?

ONE | ooks away, sayi ng not hi ng.
TWO consul ts her tablet.

TWO
Sonmeone was supposed to pick up seeds
for hydroponics.

Fl VE
That was Four.

TWO keys her comm

TWO
Four, this is Two. Please respond.
(beat)
Four, where are you?

Still nothing. She exchanges curious |ooks with the others.
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INT. SH P - CORRIDOR QUTSI DE FOUR S QUARTERS

SI X | ooks on as THREE hits the console. The door slides
open to reveal - an enpty room THREE keys his comm

THREE
He's not in his room
INT. SH P - TRAI NI NG ROOM
ONE, TWO, and FIVE in the enpty room- the katanas

conspi cuously missing off the wall. TWO keys her comm
TWO
He's not here either. And his bl ades
are gone.
ONE

So where the hell is he?

EXT. PLANET - FOREST -- DAY

We hear approaching footsteps and FIND - FOUR trudgi ng through
the snow. W SWNG AROUND TO REVEAL -

He is headed toward a solitary figure standing in a clearing.
We recogni ze AKI TA (MASAHI DA), Commander of the |shida Royal
Guard. FOUR approaches, then stops, a good five yards away.

FOUR
Were's ny brother?

AKI TA
I"msorry, Quji. He couldn't make
it. I'mhere in his place.

FOUR

| don't |ike surprises.

AKI TA
Then ny apol ogi es - because you're
not going to like this one.

And suddenly, a half dozen nenbers of the Ishida Royal Guard,
armed with swords and sidearns, cone out of hiding. FOUR s
conpletely surrounded. And as they close in we -

END TEASE
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ACT ONE

EXT. PLANET - FOREST CLEARI NG -- DAY

FOUR i s surrounded by a half dozen nenbers of the Ishida
Royal CGuard arnmed with swords and sidearns. Akita, their
Commander, stands sone five yards away, facing him

AKI TA
Drop your weapons and step back.

The royal guards stand ready to nove in. Very carefully,
FOUR reaches down to his belt buckle - CLICK - and hol ds
sonet hi ng up: a gadget that resenbles a small deck

FOUR
| have a surprise of ny own.

FOUR shuts his eyes. Akita, realizes, closes his eyes and
brings his armup to shield his face -

AKI TA
Shi el d your eyes!

Before the royal guard can act, FOUR triggers the device.

It emts a blazing white FLASH The guards are tenporarily
blinded. As they react - so does FOUR In a series of QU CK
CUTS he: draws his blade, delivers nmultiple slashes.

ON Akita standing apart, lowering his armand blinking -

AKI TA'S POV of the suffusive brightness fading to reveal a
tableau: FOUR, in a fighting stance, katanas | owered; the
surroundi ng royal guards frozen in place. Beat. They al
drop, |eaving FOUR standi ng al one.

The two conbatants eye each other intently: Akita, hand on
ponmel, ready to draw, FOUR, swords |owered, waiting for
hi m

INT. SH P - BRI DCGE

ONE, TWO, and FI VE discuss while the Android brings up the
ship's schematics on one of the screens.

ONE
Most of the tinme, he just blends
into the background. You don't even
notice himuntil he speaks up or
takes the last of the carrots.

( MORE)
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ONE (CONT' D)
(beat)
Maybe next tinme we need to inpl enent
sonme sort of buddy system

TWO
It wasn't an oversight. | renenber
hi m com ng back fromthe station

SIX (OS)
So do I.

THREE and SI X wal k in.

SI X (CONT' D)
He WAS here.

THREE
Wl |l not anynore. Unless he's hiding
sonmewher e.

Like it's the stupidest thing he's ever heard -

ONE
Wiy the hell would he be hiding?

FI VE
| sometines hide out in the vents
when | want to be alone to think
And get away fromall the shouting.

ANDRO D
I"mtracking the [ocation of his
conmm

It lights up on the ship's schematic.

ANDRO D ( CONT' D)
It's here.

TWO
Onboard the ship?

ANDRO D
On the bridge.

FIVE spots it on a console and holds it up, all smles.

Fl VE
Found it!
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Sl X
He left his comm but packed up his
gear. (Ckay, it's pretty clear he
wanted us to | eave wi thout him

FI VE
But why? He seened happy wth us.

THREE
He seened nothing. That guy was
harder to read than that book you
l ent ne.

ONE
That book is a cl assic.

THREE
Watever. The pigis a wnp and
that spider's a knowit-all.

TWO
We shoul d go back for him

Sl X
So that what? We can confirm what
we al ready know?

ONE
He owes us an expl anati on.

THREE
No one owes anyone on this ship
anything. He's gone. Let it go.
Let H M go.

Beat. TWD and FI VE exchange know ng | ooks.

ONE
VWhat ?

TWO
There's sonet hing you shoul d know. . .

EXT. PLANET - FOREST CLEARI NG -- DAY

FOUR and Akita face-off. FOUR has his sword drawn and waits
as - Akita's hand hovers over the pommel of his own weapon.
Beat. Beat. Beat. Suddenly, Akita draws and rushes forward.
FOUR adjusts his stance in expectation.
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The two clash in a crescendo of steel and fury - thrusting,
sl ashing, parrying, pressing, countering. They're both damm
good, their novenents fluid, their nelee al nost dance-Iike.

FOUR scores first blood, nicking his opponent's |eft shoul der,
but Akita spins off the blow and thrusts. FOUR parries the

bl ow and back-pedals. Akita presses, gets in a score of his
own - anick to FOUR S left arm then a slash to his side
that FOUR nmanages to avoid for the nost part.

It's a hard-fought battle. Both conbatants are al nost

flawl ess. Alnpst. Akita presses. FOUR wards off a series
of blows - until the |ast one catches him a slash on his
right thigh. He winces, lowers his guard and -

Akita disarns him sending his katanas flying off into the
snow, then delivers a backhanded face shot with his pommel
that drops FOUR to his knees. It takes FOUR a coupl e of
seconds to regain his bearings. He shakes off the cobwebs,
starts torise - Akita steps in and delivers another blowto
t he back of his opponent's head. FOUR drops.

ON Akita, sword in hand, standing over the unconscious form
of his opponent - and the corpses of the royal guards.

INT. SH P - MESS

The conversati on has noved to the ness where ONE, TWD, THREE
FIVE, and SI X sit at the table, discussing over drinks.

Sl X
He's royalty?

TWO
A prince who was next in line to the
throne - until he was accused of
nmurdering his father, the Enperor.

FI VE
But he didn't do it. They're blam ng
him but it wasn't him

ONE
And how | ong have you known this?

Fl VE
A whil e.
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ONE

Didn't we just have a conversation

about honesty and trust and not
keepi ng things from each other?

FI VE
Well it was personal information.
It was up to FOUR to share it.

ONE points to TWO

Beat .

ONE
Then how cone you told her?
FI VE
Oh, she knows everyt hing.
TWO
It's true. | do.
THREE
What the hell does that nean?
(beat)
Four's a prince.
(to SI X

He's a terrorist and you -

(i ndicating ONE)
Well we still haven't figured out
your deal. But enough with the

secrets. Now is there anything el se
anyone here needs to cone cl ean about?

Because we' Il eventually find out
sooner of later. Anyone?

ONE stares daggers at THREE and then,

cat ching hinsel f,

drops his gaze. TWO | ooks away, her hand instinctively going
to her bandaged neck. No takers.

Sl X
kay, back to the issue at hand.
What do we do?

THREE
Are you kidding? This changes
everything. W have to go back.

ONE

Ch, NOWyou want to go back for him
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THREE
If he's innocent, then we should be
there - to support him That's what
friends are for, right?

Sl X
And, by support him you nean be
t here when he regains the throne so
that we can take advantage of hinf

TWO
We could all benefit from having a
friend |i ke that watching our backs.

Sl X
If thisis true, it's not going to
be as sinple as himjust going back
and taking the throne. He's been on
the run for a reason.

FI VE
But his step-brother will help him

SI X
H s step-brother is probably enperor
now. Wy the hell would he hel p?

FI VE
Because FOUR al ways used to | ook out
for himgrow ng up. They were cl ose.

Sl X
Wl | now they have a ki ngdom com ng
between them He coul d be wal ki ng
into a nmess of trouble. And so would
we if we follow him Which is
probably why he didn't tell us.

They fall silent as the Android steps into the room

ANDRO D
| contacted the space station
authority. According to their
security section, soneone matching
Four's description boarded a nerchant
freighter early this norning. The
ship is presently in FTL but once it
drops out, |I'Il attenpt conmmunication



10

DARK MATTER Epi sode 109 12-21-14 10.

EXT. PLANET - FOREST CLEARI NG 10

FOUR awakens, seated on the ground, propped up against a
tree. He goes torise - but can't. He grimaces. REVEAL -
his wists have been bound. He tries to push hinself up,
using his feet, just starts seeing success when -

AKI TA
Don't bot her.

Akita approaches carrying a backpack. He drops it and hunkers
down beside him

AKI TA (CONT' D)
I"lI'l knock you out and carry you if
| have to.

He unpacks a kit - gauze, antiseptic, instrunents.

FOUR
"Il gowllingly. That's why I
cane.

AKI TA
Is it? A nore skeptical observer
m ght assune you actually cane here
to kill your brother.

FOUR
It wasn't his fault. W're both
victins of circunmstance. But |'m
di sappoi nted he didn't conme. He
gave his word.

Akita starts treating FOUR s wounds.

AKI TA
Gave his word to a kin-killer. Wat's
that worth?

FOUR
Com ng froman enperor, a lot | would
t hi nk.

FOUR wi nces as Akita works on him
FOUR ( CONT' D)

Wiy bother with this? Just kill ne
now and be done with it.
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AKI TA
It's not nmy place to pass judgenent
on you, ouji.

FOUR
That's for ny step-nother.

AKI TA
It's a decision for the Royal Court.

FOUR
And you have no opinion either way?

AKI TA
It's not nmy place to have an opi ni on.
My duty is to serve at the pleasure
of the court.

FOUR
And what is their pleasure?

AKI TA
For ne to return you to Zairon to

face justice - and your inevitable
execut i on.

And, off FOUR -
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWD

INT. SH P - MESS

ONE wal ks in and finds SI X, seated al one, nug in hand, whi skey
bottle on the table. ONE grabs a nmug and joins him

ONE
Running a quality check on the whi skey
| see. So0? What's the verdict?

SI X
Haven't quite decided. This is going
to require a very thorough anal ysis.
SI X pours ONE a doubl e shot.
ONE
Peopl e on this ship have an annoyi ng
habit of wandering off.
SIX throws hima |ook. They drink.

ONE (CONT' D)
Can | ask you sonet hi ng?

of SIX -
ONE (CONT' D)
Are you going to go after him again?
The Leader?

SI X takes another sip in lieu of a response.

ONE ( CONT' D)
You went to a lot of trouble to find
him And you alnost had him |'m

wondering if sonething |ike that
makes you reconsider - or does it
just make you nore determ ned?

SI X
He made ne an acconplice in the deaths
of thousands and | wanted to kil
himfor it. Nothing else mattered.

He pours them each another shot.
SI X (CONT' D)

So | tracked himdown and I got him
( MORE)
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SI X (CONT' D)
At least | thought |I did. But you
know what? It didn't nake ne feel
any better. The hatred was still
there. It just shifted.

ONE
I don't understand.

Sl X
Alive, he was the target, the source
of all ny anger. But when | thought
he was gone, well there was only one
person left to blanme for all those
deat hs.

ONE knows he's tal ki ng about hinsel f.

ONE
He tricked you.

SI X
| let nyself be played. O course |
don't remenber how it happened. |
don't remenber any of it. Maybe it
was ny blind coonmtnent to the cause.
Maybe | was just stupid. Either

way, |'Il never forgive nyself.
ONE
You still haven't answered the

guestion: are you going to go after
hi m agai n?

SI X
Eventually. But 1'll take ny tinme -
partly because | want to do it right
this tine, but nostly because, for
now, | really want soneone to hate
besi de nysel f.

They are interrupted by the Android who steps into the ness.

ANDRO D
Sorry to interrupt, but I was finally
able to contact the captain of that
nmerchant freighter

ONE
I's Four onboard?


HayleyMelia
Highlight
why doesnt this make him want to get more memories back? 
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ANDRO D
Not anynore. They dropped him off
at a former mning colony, apparently
on an isolated and rather | aw ess

pl anet .
Sl X
Wiy woul d he go there?
ANDRO D
According to the captain, his
passenger offered little in the way

of conversation

Sl X
Sounds |i ke our boy.

ONE
Alright. Set a course.

ANDRO D
Al ready done.

Suddenly, TWO s voice cones over their comms -

TW (O S.)
This is Two. Wen you get a chance,
could you swing by the storage roonf

INT. SH P - STORAGE ROOM
TWO and THREE oversee a bunch of scattered boxes.

TWO
W' ve got sone heavy boxes to lift
and | need you guys to spot ne.

EXT. PLANET - FOREST -- DAY
Akita is stitching and dressing FOUR s wounds.

FOUR
Wul dn't want ne to bl eed out before
nmy execution. | nmagi ne how
di sappoi nted everyone woul d be.

AKI TA
Nowher e near as di sappointed as |
was to see you show up. | thought
you were smarter than that.

14.

12

13
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FOUR
And | assuned ny brother woul d be
nore honorable. | suppose we're
even then.

AKI TA
No, ouji. I'mafraid you got the
worst end of this staff.

FOUR
You al nost sound di sappoi nt ed.

Akita |l ocks eyes with FOUR, inforns him -

AKI TA
You had so nuch potenti al.

FLASHBACK TO

Pl ECES OF FLASHBACK FROM EPI SODE 106 14
-- Four is punished for going easy on his step-brother.

CUT TGO

I NT. PALACE - TRAI NI NG ROOM -- DAY 15

A young FOUR is stoic as a younger Akita tends to his wounds.

FOUR
| hate him
AKI TA
This is normal. | often despised

nmy own father grow ng up.

FOUR
Your father was a great nman who served
this house with honor. Mne is a
tyrant. He's petty and cruel.

AKI TA
Your father |oves you. He's preparing
you to take the throne soneday.
(beat)
You need to be strong and not all ow
enotions to get the best of you.
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ON FOUR staring ahead, the hate in his eyes evident, focused -
FLASHFORWARD TO

EXT. PLANET - FOREST -- DAY - PRESENT DAY
Akita finishes dressing the wounds, packs his kit away.

AKI TA
Time to go.

Akita helps FOUR to his feet, gives hima gentle shove.
They start wal ki ng.

INT. SH P - STORAGE ROOM

TWO and THREE are stacking boxes. ONE and SI X enter

TWO
Oh, good. Stack 'emthere.

ONE hunkers down, grabs one end of a | arge box.

ONE
Sonebody want to grab the other end?

SI X grabs the other end, lifts it out of ONE s hands, and
wal ks off with it.

ONE (CONT' D)
So what happens when we get to the
pl anet ?
THREE
We find himand we bring him back.
ONE
Brilliant plan. D d you brainstorm

that one or was it solo effort?

SI X
Finding himmy be tricky - especially
if he doesn't want to be found.
But, for the sake of argunent, say
we do manage to catch up to him -
it's unlikely he's com ng back.

TWO
So what are you saying? W should
forget about hinf?
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Sl X
He |eft. Like it or not, that was
hi s deci si on.

THREE
Ah, people change their m nds al
the tinme. Look at ne. At one point,
I was all set to |eave.

ONE
Well that's what you wanted us to
think anyway - until you realized
nobody gave a dam.

THREE
Actually, | stuck around to see how
long it would take everyone to figure
out you were a fraud. Not that |ong
it turns out.

ONE punches him THREE is nonmentarily stunned and then,
qui ckly recovering, |aunches hinself on ONE. They braw .

TWO
Hey! HEY! Knock it off!

TWO catches THREE' s wist and gives it a twi st, dropping him
to his knees while SIX waps up ONE and hauls himoff.

TWO ( CONT' D)
| said knock it off!

THREE
Owv, ow, ow Ckay!

TWO
What the hell's wong with you two?

THREE
Ask your boyfriend, he threw the
first punch.

ONE
| got nothing to say.

ONE shrugs SI X off and wal ks away. TWO rel eases THREE who
carefully tests his wrist.

THREE
You ask ne, the guy's been in space
too long. He's losing it.



18

19

DARK MATTER Epi sode 109 12-21-14 18.

TWO and SI X exchange rueful | ooks.

EXT. PLANET - FOREST -- DAY 18

Akita and FOUR trek through the snow covered brush.

AKI TA
You coul dn't have picked a nore renote
| ocati on.

FOUR

| ndependent territory, no governnent
for you to buy off, and an area so
densely forested you can't land a
shuttle within mles of here.

chose wel | .

AKI TA
Which is why we have to pick up the
pace. W don't want to be caught
out here after dark.

FOUR
Afraid of sone wild animal s? Loosen
nmy bonds and give ne back ny bl ades.
"Il protect you.

AKI TA
Fromwhat | hear, on this world,
wld aninmals woul d be the | east of
our problens.

And of f that om nous revelation -

INT. SH P - ONE' S QUARTERS 19
ONE lies on his bed, reflecting. A KNOCK at the door.

ONE
Cone in.

TWO wal ks in, throws her hands up in the classic WIF gesture.

ONE ( CONT' D)
He started it.

TWO
Try again.
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TWO t akes

ONE
He deserved it.

TWO
Irrel evant.

ONE

How is that - ?
TWO

He' s an obnoxi ous | oudnout h, everyone

knows this. So what?

ONE
Maybe | just got fed up.
TWO
No. | expect that kind of macho

crap fromhim not you. You're
smarter than that.

ONE

I'"'msmarter, so | should know better

He's stupid, so he gets a pass.
a seat on the bed with him

TWO
| just want us to be honest with
each other. W can do that, right?

ONE
Sur e.

But sonet hi ng about the way he says it...

Beat .

TWO
Ri ght ?

ONE
I know why | assuned Jace Corso's
identity and snuck aboard this ship.

Of a surprised TWO -

ONE ( CONT' D)
| canme here to kill THREE

END OF ACT TWO

19.
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ACT THREE

VFX - SPACE
The ship hurtles through FTL.

INT. SHP - ONE' S QUARTERS
ONE and TWO sit at the nonitor

ONE
| ran a data search using ny genetic
scan fromthe transfer pods at our
| ast stopover. This is what it cane
back with.

ONSCREEN, we see the archived news report detailing the deaths
of ONE's wife [see episode #8].

ONE ( CONT' D)
| had a wife. And he killed her.

TWD scans the onscreen data.
TWO

It says he was a suspect. The charges
Wer e never proven.

ONE
Because they never caught himto
stand trial. Obviously, | decided

to take matters into ny own hands.
He stares at a picture of his fornmer wfe.

TWO
Do you renmenber her? Even a little?

ONE
No. Should that make a difference?

TWO
You tell ne. How do you nourn soneone
you don't renenber?

ONE
| don't know. Al | know for sure
is that this -

I ndi cating his surroundings -
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Oof TWO -

ONE (CONT' D)
Is my life now Trapped in this
flying netal box, on the run,
constantly | ooking over ny shoul der.
And he put ne here.

TWO
No, you put yourself here. And when
you did, you had to have known it
was going to end badly.

ONE
| shouldn't have had to make that
choi ce.

TWO
But you did. And that's on you. If
he killed her, that's on him- but
that was a |lifetinme ago. Soneone
else's lifetine. And now, like it
or not, he - and everyone el se on
this ship - are all you' ve got.

ONE
And how | ong do you think until we
turn on each other? Until soneone
sells us out?

ONE (CONT' D)
It al ready happened once. You said
it yourself - according to FlVE,
whoever w ped our nenories did it
because they thought we were
dangerous. Meani ng what? Meaning
t hey wanted us nice and docile so
they could either take the ship, or
coll ect the bounty on our heads, or
bot h.

TWO
Again, a lifetine ago. W' ve already
proven - no one renenbers.

ONE
So what're you saying? W're all
new people now? Fresh start?
Everyone gets a do-over?

21.
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TWO
There was a tinme not too |ong ago
when you woul d' ve agreed that we
could change, try to nmake up for
past deeds.

ONE
That was before -

TWO
Before you found out you weren't one
of us.

ONE falls silent. Considers, then -

ONE
Sonme people turn bad - circunstances
push "emin the wong direction. |
get that. But sone people are just
born that way. They lie, cheat,
murder, and steal. And they'll turn
agai nst you - sooner or |ater -
because it's in their nature. Three
is rotten to the core.

Oof TWO -

ONE (CONT' D)
You know I"'mright. W mght al
sl eep better cutting our |osses.

TWO
Well, lucky for nme, | don't sleep.

She goes to the door and holds up, offers ONE a parting shot -
TWO ( CONT' D)
You do this and there wll be
r eper cussi ons.

ONE
I know.

She | eaves ONE to consider his options.

EXT. PLANET - FOREST
Akita and FOUR trudge through the forest.

FOUR
Aren't you going to ask ne?
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AKI TA
Ask you what ?

FOUR
About the night in question. If |
nmurdered ny father?
Akita forges quietly ahead.

FOUR ( CONT' D)
You're not curious?

AKI TA

The truth will cone out eventually.
FOUR

Wiy wait ?
AKI TA

I"mdelivering you as ordered.
Regardl ess of what you say, it won't
make a difference.

FOUR
Even if |I'minnocent?

AKI TA
Even if you tell ne you're innocent.

They wal k on in silence. Beat. Then, FOUR -

FOUR
| spoke to you that night, in the
corridor.

AKI TA
You were drunk, ouji. And very angry.
| shoul d have escorted you back to
your room Instead, | let you go -
and that decision will haunt ne to
ny dyi ng day.

FOUR
I'"d just learned Hro was bei ng sent
away.

AKI TA

Your brother was destined for the
di pl omatic corps. The court was no
| onger a place for him
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They wal k i

Akita cons

FOUR
He was nmy brother; a prince. He
bel onged by ny side. M father
bani shed himto spite ne.

AKI TA
You coul d accuse your father of many
things, ouji, but he was never

i mpul sive. His decisions were al ways
carefully considered, with the best
interests of the Enpire in mnd.

You may not have liked it, but sending
Hro away was the right thing to do.
He' d becone a distraction to you.

FOUR
Then how ironic that he now sits on
the throne while I"'mthe thorn in
everyone's side.

AKI TA
Your father always feared your
i npet uousness woul d be your downfall.

FOUR

No. It was ny predictability.

(beat)
Wien | went to his roomto confront
him ny father was already dead. M
step-not her had cut his throat and
then sinply waited for nme to show
up. She was expecting nme, fueled by
wi ne and fury. And |, predictably,
obl i ged.

n silence. FOUR gauges Akita -

FOUR ( CONT' D)
You don't seemsurprised. Is it
because you think I'"mlying or because
I"m confirmng sonething you al ready
suspected? Wich is it, Akita-san?

ders, and then -
AKI TA

As | said, | should have stopped
you.

And on they go.

24.
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INT. SHI P - TRAI NI NG ROOM 23

SI X working out on the flat bench. He strains under the
wei ght of the heavy barbell.

SIX'S POV | ooking straight up at the ceiling as the barbell
slowly cones into view as he lifts, then slowy out of view
as he lowers. Into viewas he lifts, and out of view - FIVE
suddenly pops her head into view, smling dow at him

FI VE
Hi ya!

SI X, the barbell suddenly pinned to his chest, struggles
under it's enornmous weight as FIVE strolls over and grabs a
seat. She snacks on an apple and watches himstrain, bug-
eyed and red-faced, to lift the barbell up -

Sl X
(grunts)

And finally manages to land it on the overhead bar catcher.

SI X (CONT' D)
(gasping for breath)

He throws her a furious |ook. She takes a causal bite -

FI VE
I think you're lifting way too heavy.

He silently noves off to start on his dunbbell workout.

FI VE (CONT' D)
Y' know, you've been kind of grunpy
|ately.

SI X
I'"ve had a ot on ny m nd.

She wat ches hi m wor kout. Beat.

SI X (CONT' D)
I"'msorry. |If you're |Iooking for
soneone to play ganes with, try the
Andr oi d.

FI VE
I"'mnot here to play ganes. [|I'm
here to learn. | want you to teach
me how to fight.
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SI X
No.

FI VE
Wiy not? You were teaching One.
And |'"mas much a nmenber of this
crew as he is.

S| X sets the dunbells aside.

Sl X

No, you're not. You're not |ike us,
and you shouldn't want to be like
us.

(beat)
We crossed a line and we can't ever
go back. W can't undo all the hurt
we' ve done. And no matter how fast
or far we fly this ship, sooner or
| ater the past is gonna catch up
with us. And when it does, there'l
be hell to pay.

FI VE
So teach nme how to protect nyself.

Sl X
You want to know how to protect
yoursel f? Wal k away. Take your
share of what's owed you, get off at
t he next space station, and buy
yourself a ticket to anywhere you
want to go. Disappear and start
over again. Save yourself.

Fl VE
| don't want to go. You guys are ny
friends.

SI X

No, we're not. We're just a bunch
of strangers thrown together by
ci rcunst ance.

(beat)
You know how many of us would junp
at the chance to abandon ship if it
meant we could be free and clear?
Every | ast one of us.

He falls silent when he realizes she is near tears.
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SI X (CONT' D)
(sighs)
Look, I"'msorry. | didn't nean to
hurt your feelings. | just don't

want to see you pay for our m stakes.
FI VE stands up, suddenly angry -

FI VE
Well too late. | alnost died for
you guys, trying to dig out YOUR
secrets frominside ny head. And
when that crazy robot tried to destroy

the ship, she was trying to kill all
of us - including ne. So | don't
care what you say. | AM a nenber of

this crew. And if you don't Ilike
it, maybe YQU shoul d go.

She storns off. He watches her go, then takes a seat,
defeated. |It's been that kind of day.

EXT. PLANET - FOREST -- DAY 24
Akita and FOUR trek through the snow covered forest.

AKI TA
Do you renmenber the tinme your father
t ook you hunting?

FOUR
(honestly)

But it was a rhetorical question -

AKI TA

It was an act of desperation on his
part. |n one afternoon, he was hoping
to succeed where years of training
had fail ed.

(beat)
It was sad in a way. He was so
frustrated by unnmet expectations
that he'd convinced hinself it could
all change with the flight of a single
crossbow bol t.

FOUR
| suppose | disappointed him As
usual .
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AKI TA
(1 aughs)
Oh, you outdid yourself on that day.
Your father was furious. W went
hone enpty-handed and, if | recall,
you went to bed with an enpty stonmach

FOUR
Any particular reason why you're
regaling ne with anecdotes of ny
past failings?

AKI TA
| trained you nyself. You were a
skill ed swordsman, but you | acked
the killer instinct - much to your
father's displeasure. So | ask nyself -
how does soneone who cried and refused
to shoot a sinple boar carve the
eyes fromall six nenbers of a roya
patrol sent to apprehend him and
t hen | eave them behind, alive but
mutil ated?

FOUR
I imagine with great patience and a
very steady hand.

AKI TA
It was an act of sheer brutality.
FOUR
My father would have been proud.
AKI TA
Well, you've far exceeded his
expect ations.
FOUR

And yet | didn't kill him- but you're
delivering ne to the person who did.

Akita still refuses to be engaged.

FOUR ( CONT' D)
It's quite atidy little plot when
you think of it. Miurder the Enperor
and then bl anme ne, take ne out of
the picture so that her own son can
t ake the throne.

( MORE)
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FOUR ( CONT' D)
(beat)
Tell ne, Akita-san, has your sense
of duty managed to snother what
remai ns of your conscience?

Akita hol ds up.

FOUR ( CONT' D)
You tal k of honor and your all egi ance
to the throne, but all you really
are is a co-conspirator, a traitor
to ny father and everything he stood
for.

Akita snaps, grabs FOUR and shoves himup against a tree.

AKI TA
I was like a father to you in ways
he never was. Wen you had doubts,
I was the one to encourage you. |
trai ned you, protected you, refused
to give up on you even when your own
fl esh and bl ood was prepared to do

so. | fought for you when no one
el se woul d because | believed in
you.

FOUR

Then believe this - the usurpers

will pay and I WLL retake ny throne.
But | need your help, AKkita-san.

One | ast tinme.

Akita-san falters a little. You can tell FOUR s words have
struck a chord and he's thinking about it. But then -

BANDIT #1 (O S.)
Hate to interrupt this dance -

Akita lets go of FOUR. Both nen throw a | ook to a rough-

| ooki ng fell ow who has stepped out of the brush clutching a
sidearm Four nore shabbily-attired men step out fromthe
surroundi ng forest, arned with bl ades.

BANDI T #1 ( CONT' D)
But you fellas | ook |ost.

Cick. Akita and FOUR turn - Behind them another bandit
steps out of the brush holding a shotgun. He has them dead
to rights.
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BANDI T #1 ( CONT' D)
And this is a bad area to get |ost
in.
And off Akita and FOUR we -
END ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

EXT. PLANET - FOREST
Akita and FOUR are surrounded by five rough-| ooking types.

AKI TA
My nanme is Akita Masahida. |'mhere
fulfilling ny duties as a royal

of ficer of the Court of Ishida.
This man is a wanted crim nal and
I"mreturning himto face justice.
| request safe passage through your
territory in the nane of the
Principality of Zairon

BANDI T #1
As the self-appointed governor of
this territory, I'mgoing to have to

refuse your request for safe passage
and ask you to surrender your
val uabl es - for inspection.

Akita eyes the smling bandits.

AKI TA
You'll be conpensated for you hel p.

BANDI T #1
Oh, yeah? How nuch you got?

AKI TA
Not hing with ne, but once |'ve
delivered the prisoner -

BANDI T #1
You'll cone back.

AKI TA
You have ny word.

BANDI T #1
I'"d rather have your boots.

He notions with his gun

BANDI T #1 ( CONT' D)
Toss your weapons asi de.

Akita throws FOUR a | ook. We see -

25
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Akita surreptitiously cuts FOUR s bonds with a dagger

Akita steps away and holds his arnms out. One hand holds the
hi dden dagger, the other FOUR s swords. Beat.

And, suddenly, he spins, throwi ng the dagger and striking

t he shotgun-toter just below his |eft shoul der, causing him
to | oosen a blast - high and wide. Sinultaneously, he tosses
FOUR his swords.

FOUR catches them turns and takes cover behind a tree as -

Bandit #1 opens fire. The first couple of shots mss Akita,
hit the tree, one catches Akita's left arm- and then the
Commander of the royal guard is on him He slashes, nortally
woundi ng the Bandit #1 who drops his gun and falls just as -

The shotgun-toter gets off another blast - catching Akita in
the back. Akita goes down. The bandit scranbles to rel oad
his shotgun - But FOUR cl oses the distance between them and
slashes his throat, then turns to deal with the other bandits
while Bandit #1 bl eeds out, thrashing and -

BANDI T #1 ( CONT' D)
(scream ng)

Two bandits rush FOUR who di spatches them qui ckly, not even
breaking stride as he marches toward the injured Bandit #1.

The final bandit backs away, fearfully, watching as - FOUR
| ocks eyes with him strides up and, w thout taking his eyes
off the last bandit, skewers Bandit #1, silencing him -

BANDI T #1 ( CONT' D)
(silenced in md-scream

The final bandit turns and runs, stunbling through the forest.

FOUR throws a | ook over to Akita |lying facedown in the snow,
ei ther unconsci ous or dead, then starts after the final
bandit. He doesn't rush, but noves w th purpose.

The | ast bandit | ooks back over his shoul der, sees him con ng.
Doesn't watch where he's going, trips and falls. He tries
to scranble to his feet, hurrying, unbal anced as -

FOUR cl oses the di stance between them - silent, determ ned.
The last bandit rolls onto his back and throws his hands up.

LAST BANDI T
Pl ease. | have a wife, children
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FOUR | eans in, runs himthrough, and casually inforns him-

FOUR
They can do better.

FOUR steps back fromthe wi de-eyed bandit, gives a flick of
the wist to snap the blood off his blade, then marches back -

To the scene of the carnage.

Akita fell - but Conmander is
sonet hing, turns - And stares
| eader's sidearm now in the

AKI TA

He steps up to the spot where
no |l onger there. FOUR senses
down the barrel of the bandit
hand of an injured Akita. BEAT.

Your swords, ouji-san.

FOUR takes off his swords and

INT. SH P - STORAGE ROOM

tosses themat Akita's feet.

THREE sitting on a crate, snacking on sone CRUNCHY treats he
has broken out of another crate. He throws a | ook up at TWO

standing in the doorway, pops

THREE

another into his nouth -

One day |I'm scraping by on powdered
porridge and the next, |I'meating

all the dehydrated
stomach. Success |
salty.

veg chips | can
S sweet. And

She grabs a seat on a crate opposite him He tosses over a

package. She hel ps herself.

THREE ( CONT' D)

Every tine | taste

t he green ones, |

get atickle in the back of ny mnd. -

Li ke I al nost want
sonet hi ng but can't
ones.

TWO tries a green one. Nothi

to renenber
. Only the green

ng.

THREE ( CONT' D)
Wondering if | think hard enough, or

eat enough, | m ght

TWO wat ches as he perforns a
fast-draw, spinning, rolling,
get that good overnight. O
weeks they' ve been awake.

r emenber .

sequence of inpressive gun tricks -
backspi nning. Someone doesn't
over the course of the severa

26
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THREE ( CONT' D)
It's like FOUR wth his swords or
SIX flying the Marauder or FIVE fixing
things. It canme to me - by instinct.

TWO
Muscl e nmenory.

O f THREE who hol sters his weapon -

TWO ( CONT' D)
It's an action you repeat so nany
times that it creates a long-term
menory in your brain, one so powerfu
that flying or fixing - or that -
becones automatic. Like breathing,
you don't even need to nake a
conscious effort.

THREE
Right. So that termwe keep using -
"m ndwi pe" - aint exactly accurate.

"M nd-snot her" nakes nore sense.
"' mthinking that even though our
menori es got dunped into the kid's

subconscious, they're still in our
heads too. Like echoes, weak but
still Iingering.

TWO
And maybe still accessi bl e?

THREE

Coul d be those nuscles aren't as
strong. They just need a little
help is all.

He pops another green one into his nouth. Considers. Then -

THREE ( CONT' D)
Still nothing.

TWO
G ven recent experience, be carefu
what you w sh for

THREE
I"'mnot a | ooking-back type of guy,
but | feel like I'"ve got to try.
Qut of respect for her, ny nmenories
of her, 1've got to try.
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TWO silently surveys him then gives an alnost wistful smle.

THREE ( CONT' D)
VWhat ?

TWO
For better or worse, whether we
remenber or not, our pasts nade us
who we are. Sara nmay be gone, but
she's a part of you now. | can see
her influence.

They share a neani ngful | ook.

TWO ( CONT' D)
Tell nme sonething. Wen you found
out he wasn't really Jace Corso,
why' d you keep One's secret?

THREE shrugs. No big deal.

THREE
| told you. | saw an opportunity,
decided to take it.

TWO
And you weren't worried about
potenti al consequences?

THREE
That guy's about as dangerous as
whi te bread.

TWO

I"mtal king about you. You didn't
consider that, if the rest of us
found out, it'd hurt your standing
with this crew?

THREE
| didn't think I had a standing.

Of a stonefaced TWO -

THREE ( CONT' D)
Yeah, okay, | considered it but
decided to play the odds. | was
wrong, what do you want nme to say?
| learned a valuable | esson? Sure.
No nore secrets. W need to trust
each ot her.
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TWO
Do we?

THREE
You saying we don't?

TWO
As | said, we are who we are and,
nore than |likely, we'll fall back on
old habits - nuscle nenory: killing,
thieving -

THREE
Bet rayi ng?

TWO

Sonmeone gutted our nenories because
they figured that woul d make us easier
to handl e, and, probably, easier for
themto turn us in. One of usis a
traitor. Want to play process-of-

el i mnation?

THREE
Ckay. The kid. (Gadgets and conputers
are her thing. Double-dealing and
conspiracy - | don't think so.

TWO
Six is aterrorist with over ten
t housand |ives on his head. That
type of rap sheet doesn't offer nuch
in the way of deal opportunities.

THREE
Four's got that weird nobility thing
going for him He'd sooner cut his
own arm of f than dishonor hinself by
bet rayi ng us.

TWO
Wi ch | eaves only three possibilities.
Me, you, or him

THREE chews on that.

EXT. PLANET - FOREST -- DAY

Akita and FOUR have resuned their trek. Akita wal ks behind,
the gun leveled at FOUR s back. But it's slowgoing. FOUR
gl ances back, sees that Akita is unsteady, in obvious pain.
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FOUR
We shoul d stop

Akita ignores him

FOUR ( CONT' D)
The only way you're going to reach
that shipis if | carry you - and
I'"d rather not.

Akita stunbles and stops to catch his breath. FOUR turns.

FOUR ( CONT' D)
Let ne dress your wounds. You have
my word | won't attenpt to escape.

Akita eyes him -

FOUR ( CONT' D)
Unli ke my brother, ny word actually
nmeans sonet hi ng.

Akita considers, then | owers the weapon and unslings his
backpack. He takes a seat on the ground.

FOUR takes the kit out of the backpack and turns to face
Akita who has already taken off his shirt to reveal his ruined
back - age-old scars pockmarked with shotgun pellets.

FOUR ( CONT' D)
This will be painful. You should
t ake sonet hi ng.

AKI TA
No. It'll clear ny head.

FOUR pours sone antiseptic over the wounds. Akita grinaces.
FOUR takes a seat behind himand proceeds to tend to the
wounds: carefully tweezing the pellets out of his back.

AKI TA (CONT' D)
I'"ve |l ong-served the Enperor with
honor, sacrificed and risked ny life
for the Court of Ishida. But this
is by far the nost difficult thing
ever asked of ne. | wsh they'd
sent soneone el se instead.

FOUR
Anyone el se woul d probably be |vying
dead in the snow back there.
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AKI TA
Tr ue.
(beat)
A part of nme | ooked forward to seeing
you again, actually facing you in
honest conbat after so many years of
traini ng.

FOUR
And was | a worthy adversary?

AKI TA
You al ways were. Even nore so on
this day. But | honestly w sh you
had reconsi dered your agreenent with
H ro and not shown up.

FOUR
On that we can agree.

AKI TA
You cl ai myour innocence, and you
appeal to nmy conscience, but you
don't press your nost persuasive
argunment: | owe you ny life.
FOUR is silent. Cearly, this is news to him

AKI TA (CONT' D)
Wiy don't you nention that?

FOUR
Do | need to?

OFF a contenplative Akita we -
FLASHBACK TO:

I NT. PALACE - CORRI DOR -- DAY - FLASHBACK

Akita is marched down the corri dor under escort.

INT. PALACE - WAR CHAMBER -- DAY

EMPEROR | SHI DA and two of his generals are consulting O S
nonitors when Akita is marched into the room A furious
Enperor |shida addresses him -

28
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EMPEROR | SHI DA
Three fleet destroyers, forty-eight
fighters, and over twenty-six thousand
l[ives lost - the greatest mlitary
defeat in the history of Zairon.
What do you have to say for yourself,
Commander ?

Akita throws a | ook to the generals. They glare back at him
balefully. He has no friends in this room

AKI TA
| offer no excuses. | saw the
opportunity to press an advantage
and took it.

EMPEROR | SHI DA
You bl undered into a trap.

AKI TA
I was reckless. | accept full
responsibility for nmy actions.

The Enperor relents, surprised by Akita's response. Beat.

EMPEROR | SHI DA
Is it possible one of your generals
forced your hand by striking
preenptivel y?

AKI TA
No, kot ei-sanma.

Again, the Enperor tries to offer himan out.

EMPEROR | SHI DA
"Il ask you again, Akita-san. |Is
it not possible that one of your
generals - say, Endo-san who perished
in the battle - responded rashly to
t he eneny provocation, forcing your
hand?

Beat .

AKI TA
No, kot ei-sanma.

EMPEROR | SHI DA
Do you know what this neans?
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AKI TA
For failing in ny duties as an officer
of this court - death.

EMPEROR | SHI DA
Very well. You give nme no choice
but to order your execution

FOUR (O S.)
Do that and you'll be killing an
i nnocent nman.

EMPEROR | SHI DA
What are you doing here, Ryo?

FOUR
Accepting responsibility for the
failed attack on the Pyrian arnada.

The Enperor throws a look to Akita who inforns him -

AKI TA
Your son had nothing to do with -

FOUR

Wiile | appreciate the Roya
Conmmander's desire to shield nme from
your wath, | respectfully remnd
himI|'mno | onger a boy in need of
his protection.

(then, to the Enperor)
| al one bear sole responsibility for
this disastrous canpaign. | gave
the order to attack.

AKI TA
Kot ei - sama -

The Enperor silences Akita's protests with an uprai sed hand.
He | ocks eyes with his son.

EMPEROR | SHI DA
You? Odered a full-scale assault
on the eneny forces?

FOUR
You' re al ways benpaning ny | ack of
killer instinct. | assuned you'd be

pl eased.

The Enperor blinks first, stepping away and addressing Akita -
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Aki ta-san, you're dism ssed.
Akita knows better than to argue. He |eaves.

FLASHFORWARD TO.

EXT. PLANET - FOREST -- DAY - PRESENT DAY
FOUR finishes dressing Akita's wounds.

AKI TA
W' ve never spoken of that day.
(and, nore inportantly -)
I've never thanked you.

FOUR gets up.
FOUR
Done.
Akita puts his shirt back on, rises as well. He turns, and
| ooks at FOUR
AKI TA
| owe you a debt. And that debt
will be paid -
ROYAL OFFICER (O S.)
Conmander !

A hal f-dozen arned nenbers of the Ishida Royal Guard approach
|l ed by a ROYAL OFFI CER. They take up position around FOUR
A coupl e have their sidearns out.

ROYAL OFFI CER ( CONT' D)
Were's the rest of your squad?

AKI TA
Dead.

The guards exchange | ooks. Beat.

ROYAL OFFI CER
Your orders, sir?

Akita steps up to FOUR and tells him -

AKI TA
I"msorry, ouji-san.
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Then steps back.

AKI TA (CONT' D)
Arrest the prisoner.

And as the Royal Guard noves in to take custody we -

END ACT FOUR
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ACT FI VE

EXT. PLANET - FOREST -- DAY
Akita, FOUR, and the rest of the Royal Guards on the nove.

ROYAL OFFI CER
You were |late, so | decided to cone
for you.

AKI TA
And wel | you did.

They trudge on for a few steps, but suddenly the smling
Royal O ficer spots sonething up ahead and hol ds up, |o0sing
the smle. Everyone else follows suit. REVEAL -

TWO st andi ng up ahead.
TWO

Thanks, boys. We'Il take himoff
your hands from here.

AKI TA
Who's "we"?
TWO
Me and nmy arned friends surrounding

you.
Akita and his nen | ook around at the surrounding trees.

AKI TA
This man is wanted for the nurder of
Enperor Ishida N hei of the
Principality of Zairon. He's being
returned to his honeworld for trial.

TWO
That man i s wanted back on our ship.

She throws a | ook to FOUR

TWO ( CONT' D)
Let's make it official since you did
| eave and all. Want to cone back?
FOUR

Yes, | would very much like that.

31
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TWO
You see? He'd rather cone with us.
AKI TA
He doesn't have a choice in the
mat t er.
TWO

Ah, that's where you're wong. The
only ones who don't have a choice
here are you guys.

Akita and his nmen scan the surrounding forest. |Is she
bluffing? Beat. Beat. Beat.

AKI TA
Li eut enant!

On his signal, the Royal Oficer raises his weapon to FIRE
at TWO who - has already anticipated and dives for cover as -

GUNFI RE ERUPTS. The Royal Oficer is hit. FOUR junps Akita
and they both go down as the rest of the royal guards scranble
for cover and return fire -

On ONE hiding behind a tree, exchanging fire with the eneny.
He stops firing and shifts his aim just a couple of feet to
his right and suddenly - he has his weapon ai ned at THREE
who, back to himand oblivious, fires at the eneny.

On ONE working up the courage. Considering...

ONE' s gun wavers and abruptly adjusts and fires, taking down
a guard who had flanked them and was sneaki ng up on THREE
THREE startled by the gunshot, throws a |ook to the fallen
guard, then over at ONE. He signals "thanks" with a wave.

ONE of fers a nod back, then resunes firing at the eneny.

The GUNFI RE DIES DOMN. ONE, TWO, and THREE step out of
hiding. On the ground, soneone stirs. It's FOUR, |ying

atop Akita. He gets up. Akita rolls over, |ooks up at FOUR -
who offers himhis hand. Akita takes it and allows hinself

to be hel ped up.

TWO
We spotted this group when we | anded
and foll owed them when they |eft
their ship. SIXis waiting for us
back at the marauder, about thirty
m nutes that way.
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She notions. FOUR nods, takes his swords back as Akita
surveys the bodies.

AKI TA
The decision is no longer mne to
make - thankfully.

FOUR turns to face his old friend. Akita extends his hand -

AKI TA
I wish you luck, ouji, but knowthis -
shoul d our paths ever cross again, |
WLL fulfill ny duties as an officer
of the Royal Court and bring you in.

FOUR
O that | have no doubt.

Akita gives a little smle and the two shake hands. FOUR
steps away and then is struck by a thought.

FOUR ( CONT' D)
Akita-san, | want you to deliver a
nmessage to my brother.

AKI TA
O course.

FOUR turns and runs hi mthrough.

Regi ster the shock on all their faces - ONE, TWO, THREE, and
of course Akita, who spits up a little blood. FOUR steps
aside, withdrawing his blade. Akita drops to his knees,

then pitches forward into the snow. Dead.

ONE, TWO, and THREE can't believe what they've just w tnessed.
They watch as FOUR flicks the blood fromhis blade, sheathes
his sword, and starts off in the direction of the shuttle.
ONE, TWO, and THREE exchange uncertain | ooks. Then, follow

PAN BACK TO the corpses of the royal guards - and Akita face-
down in the snow.

VFX - SPACE 32
The Raza in FTL.
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INT. SHP - CORRIDCR F 33
SI X wal ks up to an open vent (grill mssing) and | eans up
against the wall beside it. He KNOCKS, then starts talking -
SI X
Listen, | know you're in there. |
wanted to say |'msorry.

(beat)
O course you're a nenber of this
crew. You've earned your place here
with us. And you've earned the right
to nmake your own deci Sions.

(beat)
Doesn't nean |'ve changed ny m nd.
| still think you're better off as

far away fromus as possible. But
truth is, when the tinme cones that

you do decide to | eave, |I'm gonna
mss you kid. |'mgonna mss you a
| ot.

He waits. Nothing. He throws a |look to the vent, goes to
peek inside - and FIVE pokes her head out.

FI VE
And |"msorry | said you should go.
And for calling you a big dunb jerk

Sl X

You called ne a big dunb jerk?
FI VE

Later, when | was alone in ny room
SI X

Well, | guess | deserved it.

(beat)
Now cone on out of there. The Android
says we're about forty m nutes out
froma planet with waterfalls,
pristine beaches, and tree fruit so
sweet it'll burst your eyeballs.

She di sappears, then backs out. He hel ps her down.

INT. SH P - MESS 34

ONE sits alone, deep in thought. THREE grabs the seat across
fromhimand plunks two nugs and a bottle of whiskey down on
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the table. He pours, slides one of the nugs over to ONE
He toasts -

THREE
Ckay. You're up one.

He downs his drink, refills his nug -

ONE
One what ?

THREE

That tine on the freighter, you saved
me fromgetting blasted out into
space but then, later, | saved your
ass fromthose zonbies. On the space
station, we saved each other so I'm
calling that a draw. Wen that robot
tried to fly us into the sun, | saved
all of us - but you saved ne |ater.
And then today. So, you're up one.

ONE
I wasn't keeping score. But ne being
up one sounds about right.

He takes a shot, grimaces. THREE refills his nug.

ONE (CONT' D)
We just stood by and watched him
kill an unarned man.

THREE

Didn't give us nmuch tine to react.
Besides, it was a personal matter.

But ONE is I ess than reassured. ONE eyes THREE. He could
be tal ki ng about FOUR, but he could just as easily be talking
about THREE -

ONE
Can't hel p but wonder what kind of
person we've brought back onto this
ship with us.

THREE
Hopefully, one that'll step up for
us if we ever need himto.
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INT. SHIP - TWO S QUARTERS

TWO is at her nonitor, perusing sone O S. data.
KNOCK. She quickly kills the screen.

TWO
Cone in.

The door slides open. It's FOUR

FOUR
Am | interrupting?

TWO
No. Just doing a little research on
ship systens, hoping to nake nyself
alittle nore useful.

FOUR
| wanted to thank you. It was wong
of nme to | eave w thout explanation.
TWO
So why did you?
FOUR
Truthfully? | didn't want to invol ve
you; have you risking your lives on
ny behal f.
TWO

Wiile | appreciate that, you' ve got
to understand - we didn't just cone
back for you. W cane back for us.
We're nore than just acquai ntances
who cone and go now. |f we don't
fight for each other, no one wll.

FOUR
Then sone day, with your help, |'lI
take ny rightful place on the throne.
And on that day, I'll remenber
true famly - after |I've dealt wth
t he ol d one.

EXT. ZAIRON - | SH DA PALACE -- DAY
Est abl i sh.

48.

There is a
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I NT. PALACE - QUEEN S CHAMBER -- DAY 37

THE QUEEN is seated in front of a mrror, applying her nake-
up when she hears -

HRO (OS.)
Mot her 2! MOTHER?!

She sets her applications aside, stands up and turns to face
the entrance in expectation of - her son, FOUR S half-brother,
H RO who marches into the room

HI RO ( CONT' D)
You tricked ne!

She stares back at hi minpassively.

HI RO ( CONT' D)
You sent Akita-san in ny place and
now he's dead. Akita-san is dead!

THE QUEEN
Better himthan you

H RO
| gave Ryo ny word that | woul d neet
him He vowed to tell nme the truth
about what happened to father.

THE QUEEN
We al ready know what happened. Ryo
mur der ed hi m

HI RO
No. He clains it was a conspiracy
fromw thin the court.

THE QUEEN
Wth who's backi ng?

H RO
He didn't say. He would only revea
the details of the plot once we were
face to face.

THE QUEEN
And you believed hinf

H RO
Ryo has never lied to ne.
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Hro is near tears. The Queen takes the young Enperor in
her arms and consol es him

H RO ( CONT' D)
I gave himnmy word. You nade ne a
liar.

THE QUEEN
No, ny son. |'ve made you an Enperor

END OF ACT FIVE
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TAG

VFX - SPACE
The Raza flies in sub-Iight.

INT. SH P - TRAI NI NG ROOM

FOUR runs through his stances - grim determ ned.

INT. SH P - THREE' S QUARTERS

THREE sits up in his bed, finishing up that classic book:
Charlotte's Web. He angrily fights back tears.

INT. SH P - MESS

ONE, TWO, FIVE and SI X are playing a raucous card gane -
sl appi ng their hands down, retrieving cards -

ONE/ TWOY FI VE/ SI X
(1 aughi ng)

Suddenly - the ship shakes. They fall silent.
TWO
What was that?
INT. SH P - TRAI NI NG ROOM
FOUR has stopped training. Again, the ship SHUDDERS. He
sheat hes hi s bl ades and heads out.
INT. SH P - CORRIDOR F
THREE rushes out of his roomas - the ship again shakes,
knocki ng himagainst a wall. He rights hinself, hurries
out .
INT. SH P - BRI DGE

The Android stands on the bridge. The rest of the crew
arrive. He infornms them -
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ANDRO D
Three Ferrous Corp destroyers just
dropped out of FTL.

TWO
Get us out of here.

ANDRO D
Thei r openi ng sal vo took out our FTL
drive.
(beat)
W' re not goi ng anywhere.

And, as we see the three Ferrous Corp cruisers approaching
dead ahead through the w ndow (VFX) -

We play this on our crew and -
FADE QUT.
END OF SHOW
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