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THE DEAD ZONE

" NETHERWORLD"
TEASER

OVER BLACK 0A

Begin with a fam|liar beep-beep sound a truck nakes when
it backs up...

FADE | N:
EXT. MAI NE LANDSCAPE - MORNI NG ( STOCK) 1

Extraordi nary beauty shots. A perfect New Engl and day.
Peaceful and calmin the crisp norning air. The beep-
beep sound conti nues.

I NT. JOHNNY' S BEDROOM - MORNI NG 2

Cl ose on Johnny in bed... shades drawn but |ight sneaking
in the window. .. the beep-beep continues but it's com ng
now froman al armcl ock by the bedstand... Johnny's eyes
open and he reaches over and hits the button that turns

t he al arm beepi ng of f.

We hear soneone noving around in the kitchen downstairs,
refrigerator opening and cl osing, a pan clanking on the
stove... Johnny reacts curiously to the sounds, conmes up
on one el bow. . .

SARAH S VO CE
(downstairs)
Br eakfast' s ready!

JOHNNY
(reacts, to hinself)
Sar ah?

What kind of surprise is this?

ANGLE

He sits up - wearing a T-shirt and pajama bottons and
reaches out toward the nightstand where he would normal |y
find his cane... it isn't there..

JOHNNY

(murmering to hinself)
Where's ny cane?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

He di scovers and picks up a photo of hinself and Sarah in
a heart shaped franme on the nightstand... reacts curiously
and then | ooks around --

P.O V. - THE BEDROOM

whi ch has a definite female touch to the decor... wth
frilly, ribbony accessories and artwork that no single
guy woul d ever be caught dead with in his room.. and if
that's not enough, there's a clear suggestion in the bed

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 2) 2
t hat sonmeone slept next to himlast night... and a negligee

i's hanging fromthe hook on the bathroom door..

RESUME J OHNNY

as he reacts to the room.. he pushes hinself to his
feet and takes a tentative step as he | ooks around the
roomfor the cane... then realizing --
JOHNNY
(to hinself, how can
this be?)
No pain...

He takes hesitant but pain-free steps across the room
toward a bat hrobe hangi ng on a hook. .

ANGLE - THE DOOR

where little Johnny wal ks into view, rubbing his sleepy

eyes... he pauses a nonent at the door and | ooks in..
LI TTLE JOHNNY
(yawni ng)
Mor ni ng, Dad.

And noves past to go downstairs. On Johnny's stunned
reaction. ..

FADE QUT.
END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE
FADE | N:
I NT. SM TH HOUSE - MAIN FLOOR - MORNI NG

Johnny is wearing the bathrobe as he cones down the
stairs... his eyes confused... noves toward the kitchen..
hearing Sarah and little Johnny in m d-conversation..

LI TTLE JOHNNY (O. S.)
Mom | just woke up..

SARAH (O S.)
This is when your brain is fresh.
" Conpare'.

LI TTLE JOHNNY (O. S.)
(sighs)
Don't renenber.

SARAH (O S.)
Co-mp-a-r-e. | thought you
studi ed these with your father.

LI TTLE JOHNNY (O.S.)
| did.

Johnny enters..

I NT. KITCHEN - CONTI NUOUS

to see the nost typical donestic scene inmaginable... Sarah
at the stove cooking pancakes... she has a school list of
spel ling words by the stove...
SARAH
"Repair". ..
LI TTLE JOHNNY
| forget.

SARAH
(seei ng Johnny enter)
Your son is not cooperating.

JOHNNY
| don't understand...
SARAH
R-e-p-a-i-r... repeat it...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

LI TTLE JOHNNY
(munmbl i ng, rushed,
di si nt erest ed)
R-e-p-a-i-r...

JOHNNY
VWhat... what are you doing here...?

SARAH
(gives hima | ook)
Studying for the spelling test.
Whi ch was supposed to be done
| ast night?

LI TTLE JOHNNY
Wiy do we need to learn to spel
when we have Spel | check?

He noves to her at the stove...

JOHNNY
Sarah... what is going on?
(off her confused
| ook, sotto)
When did you tell hinf

SARAH
Tel | who?

JOHNNY
Johnny.

SARAH
Tel | himwhat?

JOHNNY
He knows. About ne.

SARAH
What about you?

JOHNNY
That I'mhis... you... he called

me 'dad'.

A beat. Sarah smles quizzically at him not understandi ng
what he's getting at.

SARAH
What do you want himto call you?

She noves away fromhimto bring two plates of pancakes

to the table... Johnny stands there |ike a boxer taking
an ei ght count.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2)

M RANDA
" m hungry.

He turns to see a darling three year old girl with tired
eyes entering, carrying a Teddy bear..

SARAH
There's a sl eepy-head. ..

And Johnny doesn't know how to react to this | atest
revelation... another child. She noves to him and reaches
up to be picked up like it's the nost natural thing in

the world. But of course it's not at all natural to Johnny
who hesitates a beat then after a quick glance toward
Sarah, bends over and picks up the little girl.

J OHNNY
Hel | o.
She snmles at him
M RANDA
H Daddy.
SARAH
(a j oke)

Daddy doesn't want to be called
‘daddy' this norning.

M RANDA
Wy not ?

SARAH
He was just about to tell wus.

All eyes to Johnny for the punchline of his strange joke..
a beat as Johnny | ooks into the smling eyes of the three-
year-old in his arns...

JOHNNY
Daddy. . .
(beat)
...1s just fooling around.

And it's said with internal confusion raging and puzzl ed
eyes but at the same tine that line represents his turn
away fromtrying to get answers. Things are unreal.

It's absurd, he knows. And he can't explainit. So he's
going along until he can. As that process takes place in
his mnd for a beat or two, Johnny is just standing there
hol ding a child and doesn't quite know what to do with
her. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 3)

SARAH
(nodding to the table)
Her pancake's getting col d.

JOHNNY
Oh... right.

He noves to the table... and there's a little dance as
she holds on to his neck as he tries to |lower her into
the chair but she won't let go..

M RANDA
In your lap, silly, like always.

JOHNNY
Lap. Right.

Johnny sits in the chair and Mranda transitions into his
| ap, begins to eat. Sarah brings the spelling |list over.

SARAH
Spelling words. Test him Drink
your m K.

JOHNNY
Ri ght .

He reaches for the glass of mlKk.

SARAH
Not you. Her. Since when do you
drink mlk anyway? It nmakes you
consti pat ed.

Johnny reacts to the casual wifely intimcy of that...
Sarah wants the spelling test to continue, picks out the
next word to get them going..

SARAH ( CONT' D)

" Share'.
LI TTLE JOHNNY
Don't know.
Sarah gives Johnny a | ook, get involved... Johnny reacts,

tries his best...

J OHNNY
Answer your not her

LI TTLE JOHNNY
S-h-a-r-e.

Sarah nods her approval to Johnny...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
NEW ANGLE

There's a
head in...

(4)

knock at the kitchen door... Walt sticks his

WALT
Mor ni ng.

SARAH
Hey, Walt.

WALT
Hey, Sarabh.

JOHNNY
(dubi ous)
Hey, Walt.

SARAH
Can | make you a pancake?

WALT
Naw, | stopped by the bakery for
my morning cruller. 1'll take a
cup of coffee though.
(to Johnny)
You' re not ready.

JOHNNY
(now what ?)
No. [|'m not.
WALT
You still want to go?
JOHNNY
To. ..
WALT
The Mall. | wanted to wal k you

t hrough the security
arrangemnents. ..

SARAH
The art fair's tonmorrow, that's
right...

WALT

W' re gonna have kids fromevery
hi gh school in the county coning
in...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 5)

JOHNNY
And | need to check security...?

WALT
You said you wanted to go by before
your County Conm ssion neeting..

JOHNNY
County Commi ssion. | have a
meeting with the County Conmm ssi on.

WALT
At ten, isn't it?

JOHNNY
In that case, |1'd better change..

SARAH
You haven't eaten anything.

Ri sing uncertainly... placing Mranda on the chair..

JOHNNY
Not... hungry. | don't seemto
be quite... nyself... this norning.

He | ooks at the little girl...

JOHNNY
(evenly, self-aware
of the absurd hunor
in this situation)
A pl easure to make your
acquai nt ance.

She smles at him He exits.

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

Dazed, Johnny enters... and all this is quite fast: the
first thing he does is slap his face several tines with
bot h hands; nothing changes in the room..

He gets back into bed, rolls over and cl oses his eyes and

then reopens them .. and gets out of bed... still nothing's
changed.
He shakes his head... unable to believe any of this... he

qui ckly noves to a phone and dials a nunber. After a
couple of rings, a sleepy voice answers...

BRUCE' S VA CE ( PHONE)
Hel | 0?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

J OHNNY
Bruce, it's ne.

BRUCE' S VA CE ( PHONE)
VWho is this?

JOHNNY
Me. Johnny.

BRUCE' S VO CE ( PHONE)
Johnny who?

JOHNNY

(a bl ur of words)
Johnny, danmmt. Conma Johnny.
Johnny with the visions? Serial-
killer-Mmalive-in-Saigon-Johnny?
Hockey- pl ayer-wi t h-t he-heart -
condi ti on-Johnny? Except... ny
God... | haven't had one, not one
vision all norning...

(hang up click)
Hel | 0?

Johnny reacts to the dead phone and..

| NT. BATHROOM - MORNI NG - CLOSE ON A SHOWNER HANDLE

that says "cold". Johnny's hand turns it on... the water
comes on and we hear his shriek as the frigid water hits
skin. ..

ANGLE - JOHNNY

junps out of the shower... shivering naked in the mddle
of the room.. whereupon Sarah wal ks into the bathroom as
wives wll do, finds a hairbrush... Johnny reacts to this
casual traffic around his nudity... she gives Johnny a
curious | ook. ..

SARAH
What are you doi ng?
(she touches him
You're ice cold.

JOHNNY
Not hing Ii ke a cold shower to
start the day.

Sarah goes up on tip-toes to give hima quick affectionate
kiss...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
SARAH
Vell, we'll have to see about
warm ng you up |later on, won't
we?

Of her inviting smle, as she exits with the hairbrush:

JOHNNY
(to Sarah)
| s that how we got that other
little kid who's running around
here?

Again, it's said in deliberate hunor, with self-awareness

of his own situation as we...

CUT TO

EXT. MAI NE RURAL H GHWAY - DAY

Walt's patrol car noving down the road.

I NT. WALT'S PATROL CAR - DAY - MOVI NG - AFTERNOON
Walt driving, Johnny beside him

JOHNNY
So, Walt. How long has it been
now since | started this... county
comm ssion thing...?

WALT
Going on two years already, isn't
it?

JOHNNY
Amazi ng.

(beat)

...how tine flies. And... would
you say |'m doing a good job so
far?

WALT
|'"d like to see nore support for
my budget.

JOHNNY

Your budget. That's right, the
conmi sSsi on oversees your
departnment. You work for ne...

( CONTI NUED)

10.
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CONTI NUED:
WALT
(curious at his point)
Well, in a manner of speaking
but . ..
JOHNNY

(overl appi ng)
| could fire you, give you the
ol d heave-ho, chase you right out
of the county..

(off Walt's reaction)
Not that | ever woul d.

WALT
O could... since I"'man el ected
official too.

JOHNNY
That darn denocracy thing again.

WALT
Ckay, fine, there are probably a
few things | could cut out of the
budget . ..
(shakes his head)
You don't have to play hardball
Conm ssi oner.. ..

JOHNNY

(dry)
Wrk with ne, Walt.

I NT. OLD TOMN MALL - DAY

As they enter. W push in on Johnny... he studies the
mal | and his expression grows concerned: there's sonething
about this mall that bothers himand he doesn't understand
why... in the background, we hear the beep-beep of a truck
backi ng up. ..

W DE ANGLE - JOHNNY

dwarfed by the loom ng structure... giving it an om nous
quality..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
RESUME WALT AND JOHNNY

Walt noticing Johnny's concern...

WALT
Somet hi ng wr ong?
JOHNNY
No. | don't know.
WALT
Let me show you what we've got
pl anned for tonorrow... it's going
to be fine...
He | eads the way...
NEW ANGLE
Johnny and Walt nove deeper inside... Johnny feels a
headache com ng on..
WALT
This is where we'll be putting
t he di splay booths... every school
has been assigned a nunber. ..
which will line up with nunbers
we've put on the floor... see?
(pointing to stenciled
nunber s)

All over here. They're responsible
for setting up their own booths..
but we'll have people here to
assist if necessary. The only
access to the courtyard wll be
fromthe east and west entrances..
There's sone m nor construction
over here on the south w ng..

Johnny's head is throbbing now...
ANGLE

to include construction workers replacing old water
lines...

( CONTI NUED)

12.
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CONTI NUED
WALT ( CONT' D)
We're working with the contractor
to keep the noise at a m ni mum
and they' Il be putting in a plywood
fence all along here to keep the
ki ds from wandering over there..
shoul dn't be any problem..
Johnny doubles over with pain... Walt sees..
WALT
Hey... what...?
JOHNNY
l"msorry... | have... splitting
headache. ..
WALT
We should get you to a doctor
JOHNNY
|"msure... I'll be... augh...
Walt | eads himaway. ..
I NT. OLD TOAWN MALL - DAY
The sane angle as before... Johnny dwarfed by the
structure... his head still pounding as they nove to Walt's
car. ..

CLOSER - JOHNNY

He pauses, gl ances back at the troubling mall... and as
he gets in the car..

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT ONE

10
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ACT TWO
FADE | N:
OM TTED

| NT. EXAM NATI ON ROOM - DAY

An attractive doctor in her thirties, SHARON WElI ZAK, shi nes
a penlight in Johnny's eyes...

V\EI ZAK
Anything like this ever happened
before? Any history of m graines?

JOHNNY
Not exactly.
(beat)
... had a head injury once.
VEI ZAK
Wen was that?
JOHNNY
Al nost seven years ago. It should

be inny file...

VEI ZAK
You were treated here?

She opens the file..

VEI ZAK
(readi ng)
Hockey injury, hockey injury,
hockey injury... no wonder you

get headaches. ..

JOHNNY
Not hi ng about a car accident?

VEI ZAK
(not hing there)
Are you sure it was this hospital ?

JOHNNY
" mnot sure of anything this
nor ni ng.

ELAI NE, Johnny's nurse in the pilot enters, bringing sone

X-rays of his head which she hands to the doctor who puts
themup on a backlight display to study them .. she doesn't

( CONTI NUED)

11
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CONTI NUED:

seem to recogni ze Johnny which is remarkabl e since he
saved her daughter's life. Johnny reacts. Finally, to
get Elaine's attention --

J OHNNY
How are you, Elaine..

ELAI NE
Fi ne, thank-you.

Cordi al, but El aine has no idea who he is. She exits.

JOHNNY
El ai ne, she... has a daughter,
doesn't she...?
V\EI ZAK
(still |ooking at the
X-rays)

Her little girl died in a fire.
Terribl e tragedy.

Johnny reacts, realizing the consequences of this new
life.

V\EI ZAK
The x-rays | ook perfectly nornmal

O f Johnny's reaction...

| NT. HOSPI TAL CORRI DOR - DAY
Walt is waiting as Weizak cones out wth Johnny.

V\EI ZAK
If it conmes back, take two
i buprofen. Call nme if you need
sonet hi ng stronger.

She sm | es and noves away.

WALT
Doesn't sound too seri ous.

JOHNNY
Yeah, she says ny brain is actually
better than it was yesterday.

WALT
You shoul d have eaten sonet hi ng
this norning. That's probably
all it is.

( CONTI NUED)

15.
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CONTI NUED: 13

Johnny acknow edges. Hi s eyes narrow as he sees --

P.OV. - A CANE

A cane exactly |ike the one he's been using - |eaning
agai nst an enpty waiting chair outside the room- as though
he put it there before going in.

RESUME J OHNNY

J OHNNY
What... is this doing here?

Wher eupon a near-by hospital attendant (who had | eft the
cane there while picking up sone supplies at a nurse's
station) picks it up and noves off with it.

WALT
(of f Johnny's questi on)
It's a hospital, John. They have
canes.

Johnny nods but the image dwells in his mnd. As they
begin to nove toward the exit, they approach --

A MAN BEI NG PUSHED I N A WHEELCHAI R

by an attendant. As they get closer, Johnny sees his
faced is scarred with terrible burns. As they pass, he
| ooks straight into Johnny's eyes. Johnny feels a chill
run up his back

NEW ANGLE
As they exit, Johnny al nost bunps into Bruce as he's
entering... their eyes neet...

BRUCE

Sorry. Go ahead.
Bruce smles and lets Johnny by and then noves off w thout
a hint of recognition... Johnny pauses, turns back and

wat ches hi mgo down the hallway. On Johnny's troubled
expression...

EXT. BANGOR MUNI Cl PAL SQUARE - DAY 14

As Johnny gets out of the patrol car..

( CONTI NUED)
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14 CONTI NUED: 14

WALT
WIl you be comng by the art
festival in the norning?

JOHNNY
(preoccupi ed)
If I"'mstill here.

WALT
Goi ng out of town for the weekend?

JOHNNY
No, no, I'Ill probably see you
t here.

Walt acknow edges and waves good-bye, pulls away.

NEW ANGLE

Johnny turns and | ooks to take in the setting... after a
beat --

JOHNNY
(to hinself)
| have no idea what |'m doing
here. O where |I'm going.

He stops a pair of elderly passer-bys...

JOHNNY
Excuse nme, do you know ne?
Comm ssi oner Johnny Smth. Wuld
you happen to know where ny offices
are?

On their puzzled reaction..
JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
It's just a little survey;, we're

trying to raise public awareness
of county governnent perfornmance...

15 I NT. COUNTY COWMM SSI ON OFFI CES - DAY 15
Johnny enters uncertainly into a small bul |l pen of
activity... at a desk, a young man in his twenties (MARCO

| ooks over and sees himarrive...

MARCO
Finally.

Marco is gay but it's no source of hunor here.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
He's a young man overwhel ned and in a rush..

MARCO
Wher e have you been. ..

Johnny | ooks curiously at this fellow he's never seen
before...

JOHNNY
| had to stop by the hospital.
MARCO
Well, it's already been a crazy
nor ni ng. . .
JOHNNY
_(dry)
| m ght have guessed..
MARCO
... The super noved up the neeting
fifteen mnutes, |'ve put all the

docunents you asked for on your
desk and your nother's been waiting
for you since nine...

JOHNNY
What ?

MARCO
She's in your office.

JOHNNY
My... nother's alive?

MARCO

(reacts, huh?)
She was noving pretty well when
checked in on her..

Johnny turns to the nearest office door and starts to go
in...

MARCO
No. I n your office.

Johnny turns around and consi ders other office doors..
wal ks deliberately down the center of the roomuntil he
sees --

HS POV - VERA SM TH

in his office, |ooking out the w ndow...

( CONTI NUED)

18.

15



15

16

THE DEAD ZONE: NETHERWORLD - ACT TWO - 03/28/02 - GREEN 109.

CONTI NUED: (2)

JOHNNY
Monf

She turns and he enters...

| NT. OFFI CE - DAY
VERA
| know | should have call ed
first...
J OHNNY
You look... | can't believe it...
you | ook. ..

He hugs her wth nore enotion that she woul d ever expect...

VERA
Good norning to you too.

JOHNNY
You' ve done sonething with your
hair, haven't you?

VERA
VWhat are you tal king about? |['ve
had the sanme hair style for

years. ..
G owing in the wonder of seeing her again --
JOHNNY
It | ooks good. You |ook good,
ma.

She reacts to his unusual attention but has a suffering
not her agenda that she wants to get to..

VERA
| don't know why. | didn't sleep
all night. | want you to call it

of f.

(off his unknow ng

| ook)
Pl ease don't play coy with ne. |
know al | about the party.

J OHNNY
Party?

VERA

My surprise party. | weaseled it
out of ny grandson.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

JOHNNY
Ah, the surprise party; yes, well
you know how | | ove surprises...

VERA
It's nobody's business how old |
am

He | ooks at her a beat with great affection --

He ki sses

J OHNNY
Yes it is. [t's m ne.

VERA
Wen you get to ny age..

JOHNNY
...1t"'s sonmething to cel ebrate.
And we're going to whether you
like it or not.

her on the cheek.

JOHNNY
Because we | ove you.

VERA
You're in a strange nood today...

Marco sticks his head in..

MARCO
Sorry, Ms. Purdy but they're
wai ting for Johnny. ..

JOHNNY
Ms. Purdy? Jeez, ma, you didn't
marry the guy...

VERA
| beg your pardon?

JOHNNY
| nmean... I'mstill trying to get
used to the idea that you and,
and Reverend Purdy...

VERA
After five years? Please. And
if you insist on going through
with this party, | don't want
you and Gene at each other's
throats |ike |last year...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2)

MARCO
(intimately to Vera)
| find it all very oedipal, don't
you?
(to Johnny)
Did you have tine to | ook over
t he papers?

The answer is no and Marco picks up the file and puts it
in Johnny's hand. ..

MARCO
Then | guess you'll just have to
wing it.

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

Johnny enters uncertainly... seven people, the

conmi ssioners, waiting for him.. he's never seen any of
them before... the SUPERVISOR is md-forties, heavy-set,
strong face.

J OHNNY
Sorry I'm| ate.

SUPERVI SOR
W all have nothers, John.

Johnny noves to an open chair in front of a series of
w ndows to the square outside... sits..

SUPERVI SOR ( CONT' D)
| do have anot her neeting behind
this one so we should junp right
into business... | think it's
fair to say we were all very
i npressed with the nmeno you
gener ated yesterday, John... would
you care to el aborate..

All eyes turnto him.. a long beat as Johnny consi ders
an answer... finally --

JOHNNY
| think the meno speaks for itself.
The bluff didn't quite work... people still wait for him
to conti nue.
JOHNNY
But... I'd... like to hear other

t hought s on the subject.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 17

Turning to the closest person in the room.. a man in his
30s we'll call KEN...

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
What do you think,...
(coughs to cover the
name he doesn't know)

Qutside, the sound of fire engines... sirens..
KEN
VWell, the federal guidelines are

clearly designed to raise test
scores. The first question is
whet her the district's schools
are prepared to neet these new
chal | enges. ..

As Ken's speech continues, Johnny's attention is drawn to
t he wi ndows where | ouder and | ouder sirens can be heard..

P.OV. - QUT THE W NDOW

Fire trucks, police cars, anbulances... no one else in
the room seens to be paying the |east attention... the
speeches fade behind the dom nating sirens..

KEN (O S., CONT' D)
But Johnny's right -- if we focus
strictly on test scores, our kids
won't be getting a well-rounded
educati on; Johnny's point on page
two, paragraph 'b' about protecting
music and art and electives is
critical in ny opinion..

CLOSE ON JOHNNY

troubled by the fire engines... the sirens grow even
| ouder. ..

SUPERVI SOR (O . S.)
| tend to agree wth you, Ken,
but the guidelines clearly
prioritize...

DI SSCLVE TO

EXT. BANGOR MUNI Cl PAL SQUARE - DAY 18

As Ken and Johnny wal k out of the County Conmm ssion office

( CONTI NUED)
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bui | di ng. ..
KEN

| think we've got themthinking
in the right direction, at |east...

But Johnny's mind is far away... and Ken notices... Johnny
| ooks weary. ..
KEN
You all right, John?
JOHNNY
| just can't seemto... wake up
t oday.
KEN

When was the last tinme you had a
real vacation?

JOHNNY

| took a long nap recently.
KEN

You should get away with the

famly.
Johnny nods, m nd el sewhere.

KEN
|"m serious. Connie and | found
a great tennis resort... they
have a whol e programfor the
ki ds. ..

JOHNNY
(i nterrupting)
Listen, you mnd if we put off
[unch for today? | just think
"1l go hone.

KEN
Sure, sure, no problem
(beat, seriously)
John, there isn't nmuch tine left.
Pretty soon, this'll all be over.

And there's a dichotony to that |ine that Johnny picks up
on.

JOHNNY
What... what do you nean?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 2) 18

KEN
You know what | nean.

Johnny lets out a deep breath, not understanding how this
Ken person coul d know but obviously he does but before he
can ask himto explain, Ken continues --

KEN
The kids grow up before you realize
it. And off they go into their
own |ives. W have to spend tine
wth themnow. .. while we still

can.
Johnny reacts. It was just part of Ken's encouragenent
to take a vacation... or was it?

KEN
"Il see you later. Feel better.

Ken wal ks away. Johnny thinks about what he said. Near-

by, we hear the beep-beep sound of a truck backing up on
the street sonewhere..

ANGLE - A BI CYCLI ST

rides by... Johnny glances at him reacts as he sees the
rider's face is scarred with horrible burns..

CUT TO
OM TTED 19
EXT. SM TH HOUSE - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG 20

I NT. SM TH HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY - CLOSE ON PHOTOS IN A 21
SCRAPBOCK - SHORT MONTAGE

Johnny and Sarah's weddi ng day photos, the births of Little

Johnny and Mranda, Vera with the kids, wonderful nonents
inthelife of a famly... the nontage ends as we find --

ANGLE - JOHNNY

sitting on the bed, |l ooking at the pictures in the

scrapbook... he flips to the next page... and his heart
aches with each new snapshot... obviously he's lived a
remar kably happy life... and he can't trust a second of

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
it...
SARAH
enters fromthe hall... she junps, startled..
SARAH
Oh! You scared ne. You're hone
early.

(noves to the bed)
VWat are you doi ng?

JOHNNY
Checking out our life.

He flips a page as she sits beside him.. the pictures
show little Johnny's first birthday party... but it's
nmore inportant to be with Johnny and Sarah than to see
cl ose-ups of phot os.

J OHNNY
One candl e on the cake. Look at
his face there.
(anot her pic)
| seemto be in pain in this one.

SARAH
That was just after the pony bit
you.
JOHNNY
Ah.
He flips.
SARAH
H's first Hall oween.
JOHNNY
You were the hottest vanpire on
t he bl ock.
It's too painful and too |udicrous for Johnny to
continue... and she notices..
SARAH
What's wrong?
O f her | ook, Johnny searches for the words... finally --
JOHNNY

|'mafraid, Sarabh.

( CONTI NUED)
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Her smle

Sarah sm |

(2)

SARAH
Afrai d?

J OHNNY
That this won't | ast.

SARAH
What's that supposed to nean...?

J OHNNY
| know how this sounds but. ..
... | have another life, Sarah.

f ades.
SARAH
You're having an affair.
JOHNNY
No, no... the only one |I'm having
an affair with... is...you.

es but happy with the news, cuddles up cl oser.

SARAH
In that case, you got nothing to
worry about, kiddo, cause |I'm not
goi ng anywher e.

JOHNNY
| think... I"mimgining all this,
Sarah. You, the kids, every damed
photo in this book. M real
life... it, it isn't anywhere
near this good.

SARAH
This is one of those Gail Sheehy
things, isn't it.

JOHNNY
Gai | Sheehy things?

SARAH
From t he book. Everybody goes
t hrough feelings |ike these.

J OHNNY
| don't think so...

SARAH

Johnny, you' ve earned everything
you have. You deserve to be happy.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 3) 21
JOHNNY
You don't understand. |I'mtrying
totell you... This... isn't...
real .

She studies him takes his hand... and places it gently
on her shirt over her heart...

SARAH
|"mreal, Johnny. |'m here.
Wth you. R ght now Feel ny
heart. It's really beating,
Johnny. Can you feel it?
JOHNNY
(beat)
Yeah. | can feel it.

She |l ooks in his eyes with |ove and intinmacy...

SARAH
| don't know what 'other life
you think you should be |iving.
But let it go. It was a nightmare.
And it's over.

She noves into himand kisses him..

SARAH
Al l over.
He studies her with all the passion and |ove he's al ways
felt for her... and noves into her and we --
DI SSCLVE TO
M NUTES LATER - A FEW SHOTS 21A
of their passion evolving into making love... and on the

| ast one, in a particular nmonent of rapture, we hear nore
fire engines in the far distance...

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
FADE | N:
I NT. SM TH HOUSE - NI GHT

A party in full swng..

LI TTLE JOHNNY

by a buffet table... Johnny noves over..
JOHNNY
Leave a few chips for the rest of
us.

LI TTLE JOHNNY
| Iike a good chip.

Johnny munches one.

JOHNNY
So, how was the spelling test?

LI TTLE JOHNNY
Easy.

J OHNNY
How easy?

LI TTLE JOHNNY
(casual)
A hundred percent.

JOHNNY

A hundred percent. Ww. | get
it - you' re one of those sneaky
smart guys.

(1l eani ng, sotto)
You don't want to |l et on how smart
you really are. Just like..
just like your father used to be
when he was your age.

Little Johnny glows in his father's praise..

WALT AND SARAH

VWalt holding a drink, regarding a wonman across the room..

SARAH
So, just go talk to her.

( CONTI NUED)
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22 CONTI NUED: 22

WALT

| don't do small talk very well.
SARAH

This is small talk.
WALT

This is different. | know you.
SARAH

How are you going to find your
soul mate if you won't talk to
any one, Walt?

WALT
"Soul mate' - what the heck's
t hat ?

SARAH

The person you're neant to spend
your life with.

WALT
You believe in that stuff?

Her eyes catch Johnny's across the room their eyes
exchange an intimate, even post-coital smle.

SARAH
Yeah. | really do.

WALT
|"d just settle for a good woman. . .

She smles encouragingly to Vlt, pats his arm..

SARAH
You'll find her.

And noves away toward Johnny. Al one, he watches her go,
he finishes his thought to hinself.

WALT
Unfortunately all the ones |I know
are taken.
W TH JOHNNY
as Sarah arrives...
SARAH

Can't we find sone girl for Walt?

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
Is he comng on to you?

SARAH
(he's harnl ess)
Ch, you know Walt. ..

J OHNNY
Because | can take him.. he has
t he upper body but |'m quicker..

SARAH
Behave yoursel f.

She ki sses him..

SARAH
Great party.

She noves on... but after she's gone, Johnny | ooks across
the roomand feels sorry for Walt as he sees --

HS POV - WALT

ill-at-ease, getting shot dowmn by the wonman across the
room standing alone now trying his best to appear at
ease as he drinks his coke and | ooking horribly ill-at-
ease... and then... COM NG I NTO FOCUS just behind Walt -
El ai ne, the nurse fromthe hospital, the one who |lost a
child. [It's curious that she's at the party since she
didn't seemto know hi mthat norning.

J OHNNY
reacts to her...

PURDY
(warm friendly)
| think we really surprised your
nmomthis year.

As Johnny turns to see REVEREND PURDY st andi ng there,
he's not in the nbod to deal with himbut there is no
escape. ..

JOHNNY

(l'ying) _
Yeah, yeah, we sure did.

( CONTI NUED)
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H S POV - ELAINE
gl ances over his way, smles casually as though she does
know him wal ks out of view...
RESUME JOHNNY
as his face shows concern and confusion. Purdy notices.
PURDY
You seem .. troubled tonight,
Johnny.
Johnny | ooks at him | aughs unconfortably, enbarrassed at
bei ng caught with his feelings show ng.
PURDY
Anything | can do to hel p?
Johnny would normally dismss the offer but tonight it
seens appropriate. He's deeply conflicted..
JOHNNY
You believe in mracles, don't
you, Reverend?
PURDY
|'"d better or | need to find
anot her |ine of work.
(beat)
Do you?
JOHNNY
(nostly to hinself)
The question of the hour.
The forlorn Wlt joins them.. just so he won't be standing

by hinmself any |onger. Johnny |ooks straight at him as
he continues to Purdy...

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
| magine if a man coul d choose his
own destiny, re-invent hinself at
wll. Mke hinself happy. And
dam the consequences to anyone
who happens to be hurt as a result.

Purdy doesn't know what he's driving at but goes with the
flow. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 4)
PURDY
In that case, could he ever truly
"make hinsel f happy' ?

Johnny considers the question... |ooks over and sees..

ANGLE - VERA

hol ding Mranda in her arns, dancing wwth her to the
musi c. . .

JOHNNY
| don't know, Reverend.
(beat)
| honestly don't know.
Fi nding Bruce through the crowd in the shot... |eaning
against a wall, |ooking straight at...
JOHNNY
who reacts...
WALT
You want a mracle? How about
one for the Red Sox this year?
PURDY
(ignoring Walt)
Johnny, nmaybe if | understood the
context of what you...

But Johnny isn't hearing him he's seeing --

CLOSER POV - BRUCE

hol ding out his hands in a notion that says, "Ready?"

JOHNNY

noves away from Purdy and Walt..

JOHNNY
Excuse ne.
WALT
(to Purdy)

So, you follow sports?

Purdy reacts and. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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MOVI NG W TH JOHNNY
t hrough the crowd... but...

H S POV

is blocked by faces... and by the tinme he gets to the
other side of the room there is no Bruce..

MOVI NG W TH JOHNNY

as he looks for him.. noving toward the kitchen... grabs
a near-by waiter...

JOHNNY
Excuse ne, did you see a guy with
dr eadl ocks who was standi ng over. ..

But as the waiter turns...

H S FACE

is scarred with burns...

JOHNNY
recoils.... and bunps into Marco and his significant other
spilling a drink... but as he turns to apol ogi ze. .

BOTH MEN S FACES

are burned. ..

JOHNNY
gasps, backs off... as --

CROND
Happy Birthday to you..

ANGLE - A CAKE IS BEI NG CARRI ED I N BY SARAH

Vera tolerates the celebration... but...

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY

sees anot her person with a burned face... and another..

and anot her. ..

CROND
Happy Birthday to you... Happy
Bi rt hday, dear Vera..

JOHNNY' S POV - MORE BURNED FACES. .

MOVI NG W TH JOHNNY
as he's surrounded by horrific inmages...

JOHNNY
St op!

Reactions. They stop singing. Smles fade. They stare
at Johnny.

ANGLE - ON SARAH
till holding the cake with the lit candl es as she | ooks
wi th concern at Johnny... the wall behind her bursts into
fl anes!

RESUVE JOHNNY
as a wall beside himbursts into flanes...
J OHNNY
My God.
W DER
fire all around them..
J OHNNY
W' ve got to get out of here.

Can't you see? Wiy are you just
standi ng t here?

But no one noves... in fact, it's as though they were
frozen in time... only the flanmes and Johnny are
ani mat ed. . .

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 7) 22
CLOSER

He tries to grab Sarah but his hand passes through her
arm. .

JOHNNY
Noooo. . .

He falls to his knees in despair... and | ooks up as..

H S POV

in an extraordinary shot, the entire reality burns away
leaving himin --

BLACK 23

Just that. Nothingness. Except sound. Hi s heart beating.
H s breath. A cartoon on a television:

CARTOON (O S.)
The wheel of fortune turns, round
and round it goes, where it stops
no one knows.

It is the very sane cartoon we heard in the pilot before
Johnny woke up..

JOHNNY (V. Q)
VWhat's going on? \Where am|?
Can anybody hear nme?

ELAINE' S VA CE
Ready for our sponge bath, M.
Sm t h?

PAG NG OPERATOR S VA CE
(1 oudspeaker in hall)
Dr. Tran, please report to the
hospi tal adm ssions office..

And still darkness...
JOHNNY (V. Q)
No, no, this can't be... | can’'t
be here... this can't be real..
And still darkness...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

ELAINE' S VO CE
He’s having erratic novenents
this nmorning, Doctor...

JOHNNY (V. Q)
Let me out of here... |’ m awake...
| can hear you...

A penlight in his eyes penetrates the darkness... his
breath is short, anxious..

VEI ZAK' S VA CE
It’s probably a tenporal |obe
seizure... unfortunately after an
extended period of tine in a coma
t hese kind of seizures occur nore
often... how | ong has he been
here now?

ELAINE' S VA CE
Al nost seven years.

JOHNNY (V. Q)
Hel p nme! Pl ease God! Hel p ne!

WEI ZAK' S VA CE
| ncrease his valiumto ten
mlligranms... that should put him
into a deeper state of
consci ousness and al |l eviate the
trenors...

JOHNNY (V. Q)
No... no... no..

JOHNNY' S FACE - CLOSE - ANGLE RECALLI NG THE AWAKENI NG
SHOT IN THE PI LOT
Hi s eyes open. Hi's hand reaches across his body in shock
but instead of the nurse’s arm it’'s Bruce's arm he grabs
and he’s not in a hospital bed... he’s on the floor of
the courtyard of...
| NT. OLD TOWN MALL - DAY
where he got the headache on WAlt's tour..

JOHNNY

(croaki ng voice)
Wong. Sonething's wong.

( CONTI NUED)
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BRUCE
You fainted, John. You scared us
hal f to death.

Johnny | ooks up, his head is pounding. (Note: there is
no cane in this sequence.)

JOHNNY
VWhat am | doing here? Were am
...

BRUCE
The A d Town Mall. We were gonna
get you sone cross-trai ner shoes..
He staggers to his feet... head throbbing..
J OHNNY
| was living with Sarah... you
didn't know ne... now |'m back
here. ..
He | ooks around at the mall which sonehow still seens
om nous. ..
J OHNNY

| don't know what's real..

BRUCE
Trust nme, John. This is real.

Johnny | ooks at him..

JOHNNY
That's what Sarah said. .
A horrible notion begins to growin his mnd... panic
grow ng. . .
JOHNNY
| was in the hospital... in the
coma... maybe I'mstill in the
coma... maybe none of this is
real ...
BRUCE
Johnny, slow, deep breaths..
JOHNNY
(overl appi ng)
VWhat if I'"mstill in the hospital ?

( CONTI NUED)
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BRUCE
You're not in the hospital but
you’'re going to be in ten m nutes.
Let's get you to the car..

He | eads himoff the courtyard..

EXT. P-T CRU SER - DAY - MOVI NG TOMRD THE HOSPI TAL

I NT. BRUCE'S CAR - DAY - MOWI NG

Johnny's anxiety is very high, can't shake the headache..

and Bruce is concerned about him M d- conversation --

JOHNNY
(grasping at the nmenory)
Sarah and |... W were | ooking at

phot ographs. Johnny's first

birthday party. A pony bit ne...
(beat)

...and that wasn't real either.

BRUCE
John, you've been out of the coma
for nonths. You renenber the
torture I put you through to get
you wal ki ng again, don't you...?

JOHNNY
... I... could have imagi ned
it... | could be inmagining you
right now. ..

BRUCE

(gi ves up, sighs)
Then imagine me with Tyra Banks
on a date tonight, okay? 1've
al ways wanted to neet her

| NT. HOSPI TAL SECOND FLOOR CORRI DOR - DAY
Wi zak is looking at a chart at a nurse's station... she
| ooks up as Johnny charges out of an elevator followed by
Bruce. ..

BRUCE

(to Wi zak)
| need sone hel p here.

( CONTI NUED)
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MOVI NG W TH JOHNNY
as Wei zak catches up to him.. takes himby the arm..

and there's a little struggle here in the hallway as they
try to cal m himdown...

VEI ZAK
VWat's the probl enf?
J OHNNY
| just need to see for nyself...
VEI ZAK
See what ?
J OHNNY
That |'mnot in that bed... in
that room.. in a conm...
VEI ZAK

O course, you're not in a cona.
You're right here talking to ne.

JOHNNY
| never saw you before today...
and it wasn't even in this life...

VEI ZAK
(to Bruce)
| s he on any nedications?

Bruce shakes his head, no. To a nurse who has rushed
over --

V\EI ZAK
Five mlligrans of valium
Johnny reaches the door to his old room.. it's closed..
JOHNNY

| just need to see...
He pulls free of them.. and pushes the door open to the
room. .
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - CONTI NUCUS

Cl ose on Johnny as he enters (alone)... reacts with
horror. ..

JOHNNY
Nooooo. . ..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 29

Swi sh pan to find --

JOHNNY | N BED

just as we saw himin the pilot... still in the coma...
his fears have apparently been justified - none of this
is real...

THE CONSCI QUS JOHNNY

noves to his own bedside... breathing hard, heart
poundi ng... | ooks down at hinself....
JOHNNY

Wake up. Wake up, dammt!
He reaches down and shakes hinsel f. ..
J OHNNY
Wake up!

H GH OVERHEAD SHOT OF JOHNNY I N LI MBO

lying on his back... quick nove down to his face... as he
opens his eyes... and sits up into the next scene back at --
I NT. OLD TOAWN MALL - DAY 30
And now, for the reader's benefit, this really is
reality... although Johnny doesn't know that yet.
Johnny sits up and finds hinself in the courtyard of the
mal | again... He |ooks around at the mall which nowis
crowded with high school students setting up their display
booths... a sign says "Penobscot Youth Art Fair"... a
handful of people are |ooking at him concerned... Bruce
is beside him..

BRUCE

Are you okay?
JOHNNY

(1 ooks at Bruce)
VWhat happened?

BRUCE
We were checking out the art
festival when you got a terrible
headache... and then you fainted..

The art festival resonates with Johnny though he's not

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 30
sure why yet. His head still pounds..
JOHNNY
The art festival. Sonething about

the art festival...

BRUCE
You’ ve been on the floor out cold
for alnost thirty seconds...

H S POV

There are people there he recogni zes - people fromthe
other life... the man with the burned face in the wheel
chair, the bike rider, the waiter, other burned faces
fromthe party (none of them are burned here), plus nenbers
of the county conm ssion, the supervisor... this tinme the
cane is beside him..

JOHNNY

As he feels the painin his |leg, reaches for his cane to
get up, one nman we recogni ze as Marco noves over to help
Bruce get himup...

MARCO
Here, let me give you a hand..

And as Marco takes his arm.. on his touch --

RAMP TO JOHNNY' S FACE

as a horrifying vision begins..

JOHNNY' S VI SION - SLOWMOTI ON - A FlI ERY EXPLOSI ON 31

fills the courtyard..

JOHNNY - REAL TI ME 32
reacts... to the explosion, head jerking back..
JOHNNY' S VISION - SLOW MOTI ON 33

The concussi on bl ows people away... terrible devastation..
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JOHNNY - REAL TI ME

as he hold his poundi ng head. .

JOHNNY
Too much... too nuch... can't...
can't...
Sags, | osing consciousness... Bruce holds him.

JOHNNY' S VISION - SLOW MOTI ON

Peopl e scream booths on fire, terrible |oss of

JOHNNY - REAL TI ME

He | oses consci ousness. .

EXT. MAI NE LANDSCAPE - MORNI NG ( STOCK)

Again, still, peaceful and beautiful. A stark relief to

what we've just had to endure.

I NT. SM TH BEDROOM - MORNI NG - ON JOHNNY

as he shoots up startled to a sitting position

02 - GREEN

life...

in bed...

back in the alternate reality... Sarah sl eeping beside

him.. he's sweating, heart-pounding..
JOHNNY
Sonmething terrible is going to
happen.
Sarah wakes up. ..

J OHNNY
There isn't much tine.

He gets out of bed. As she reacts..

END OF ACT THREE

FADE QUT.

42.
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
| NT. BEDROOM - DAY - MOMENTS LATER

Johnny is hurriedly getting dressed.

SARAH
An accident at the mall...?

J OHNNY
An accident, a bonb... | don't
know. . .

SARAH
Johnny, you had a bad dream.. it
wasn't real. ..

J OHNNY

Sarah, it was so real, so
overwhel m ng that my m nd couldn't
begin to handle it. That's why

my mnd is a junble. Right at
this very mnute, I'm.. I'mlying
unconsci ous on the concrete floor
at the Add Town Mll ..

SARAH
You need to talk to sonebody.
Ken told ne about a therapist...

J OHNNY
Ken isn't real. | don't know Ken

SARAH
Ken and Conni e are our best
friends. They were here for dinner
Saturday night. | made a pot
roast... you nmade your fanobus
Chocol ate Surprise for desert..

JOHNNY
(shake his head, trying
to focus)
Peopl e are going to die..

Continuing to urgently challenge him..
SARAH
Afterwards we pl ayed scrabble and
wat ched that horrible Adam Sandl er
nmovi e you and Ken rented...

She foll ows himout of the bedroom..

43.
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GO NG DOWNSTAI RS 39A
He rushes down, Sarah right behind him..

J OHNNY
Call walt. Tell himto send every
man he's got to the mall.

At the bottomof the stairs, the kids, still in paj amas
nmove out of the living roomwhere we can hear the sound
of Sponge Bob (or something conparable) on the TV...

M randa hol ds her teddy bear...

LI TTLE JOHNNY
Where you goi ng, Dad?

M RANDA
Can | cone?
And they stop Johnny in his tracks... and Mranda reaches
up for himto pick her up... it's heartbreaking for Johnny

because he knows they nmay never exist for himlike this
again. He picks up Mranda...

JOHNNY
No, baby. Daddy can't take you
with him

M RANDA
Wy not ?

JOHNNY

| wish | could.
He hugs the little girl and rocks her in his arns.
JOHNNY

(repeating in a whisper)
| wish | could.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 39A
SARAH
Are you sure this isn't real
Johnny? Are you positive?

Johnny puts Mranda down and studies his son sadly, smles
at him.. he wants so much to believe... but...

J OHNNY
| have to go.

A tear runs down Sarah's cheek. ..

SARAH
| love you, Johnny.

A |l ast | ook between them and he's out.

OM TTED 40
I NT. OLD TOAN MALL - DAY 41
As Johnny rushes in... there's no sign of energency
crews... the art fair is setting up and everything appears
normal ... Johnny can't believe it...

JOHNNY

(to hinself)
Were are they? Wy aren't they
her e?

And now Walt sees him nbves over..

J OHNNY
VWhere are the others? D dn't she
tell you?

WALT
She told me you were upset... and
asked ne to come over and..

J OHNNY
No... no... no... we need search

teans, dogs that sniff out

expl osives, and put out a fire
alarmtoo... we may need help
from other counties..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 41
He rushes ahead... feels his headache com ng on again..
Walt follows...
WALT
John, | went through all the

preparations with you yesterday...
it's going to be fine...

JOHNNY
It's not going to be fine...

ROSCOE, the deputy who's doing security and hel pi ng peopl e
set up their booths comes over to find out what's going
on. ..

JOHNNY
Hunor me, Walt. Help ne. For
reasons | can't explain, | have

information that there's going to
be a terrible disaster here. Are
you really willing to take the
chance that 1'm wong?

Roscoe reacts and | ooks to Walt...

JOHNNY
Look, dammt, if |I'ma county
conmmi ssioner... | can give an
order to... to protect public
safety here. ..
WALT
(sighs, shakes his
head)
Just... nove people off the

courtyard for a few mnutes while
we | ook around.

Roscoe noves away. Walt noves with Johnny, tight jaw,
unconvi nced. . .

WALT
VWhat exactly are we | ooking for?
J OHNNY
Somewhere in this mall... there's
a clue, a threat, an accident
waiting to happen... | just have
to find it... and take it back..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 2) 41

WALT
Back where?

J OHNNY
W need hel p, Walt.

Walt sighs and gets on his wal kie-talkie...

WALT
(to the wal ki e)
This is the Sheriff. | want to
conduct anot her security sweep of
the area... report anything
suspi ci ous.
DEPUTY VO CE
(on wal ki e)
Ten-four.
I n the background. ..
ROSCOE
Peopl e, we need to evacuate this
area for a few mnutes... sorry
for the inconvenience... could I

have everyone take the north
escal ator down to the street
pl ease. ..

The art students and teachers react curiously but follow
orders... Johnny and Walt begin to nove around the
courtyard | ooking for sonme clue to the disaster Johnny
knows is going to happen..

NEW ANGLE

as a sound draws Johnny's attention... the beep-beep sound

t hat has haunted himfromthe beginning of this

nightmare... the sound of a truck backing up. He reacts

to the sound... and it draws himtoward --

OM TTED 42
AND
43
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THE CONSTRUCTI ON AREA - CONTI NUOUS 44
workers in hard hats are busy... a welder is at work... a
forklift truck is on site as well... the sound of beep-

beep-beep is comng fromit as it backs up..

JOHNNY' S EYES

are drawn to the..

FI ERY VELDER S TORCH

sparks flying fromthe netal it's welding... the sparks
sprinkling away to the floor as..

THE FORKLI FT

backs up and accidentally hits one of a bank of |arge
propane tanks strapped to a steel post, rupturing the..

PROPANE TANK

the wel ded seam splitting open, hear and see the gas bel ch
out. ..

JOHNNY

reacts as he sees the ruptured tank..

JOHNNY
Don't...
But. ..
THE GAS
ignites fromthe spark... and explodes |ike the shooting
wal | of flanme Johnny saw before... it w pes his view and

t he screen...

LI TERALLY CATAPULTI NG JOHNNY BACK TO - -

OM TTED 45
AND
46



a7

THE DEAD ZONE: NETHERWORLD - ACT FOUR - 03/28/02 - GREEN

CLOSE ON JOHNNY LYI NG ON THE GROUND

as his eyes open, back in reality... he takes a short,
sharp breath... | ooks up to see --

BRUCE AND MARCO AND OTHER FAM LI AR FACES
| ooki ng down. ..
BRUCE
You passed out again. W have to
get you to a doctor.

JOHNNY
No. .. nobody touch ne...

( CONTI NUED)

49.
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CONTI NUED: 47
W DER

as he gets up and he's back at the Ad Town mall courtyard
whi ch is undamaged... his head is pounding... but he

st aggers past people who get out of his way toward --

THE CONSTRUCTI ON SI TE

where the sanme scene we saw before is taking place... the
forklift is beeping, backing up... it's too late and too
noi sy to reach the driver but he can get to --

THE WELDER

at work with his torch..

JOHNNY
battles the pain in his head to nove forward to the
wel der... who | ooks up at the civilian stunbling toward
him ..
JOHNNY

Turn it off. Turn it off! Nowl

The wel der turns off the torch safely and | ooks over with
curiosity at Johnny. A nonent later --

THE FORKLI FT

hits the propane tank, rupturing the seal... workers

qui ckly react to...

THE PROPANE TANK

and nove in to seal it.

THE WELDER

takes off the mask and we see his face for the first tinme --
it's Ken. H's face shows the shock at the discovery...

KEN
M ster, that could have been
serious. Don't know how you saw
it comng. But thanks.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2) 47
JOHNNY

nods, takes a deep breath of relief... his headache finally
gone. Bruce noves quickly over... and of course, he has

no i dea what al nost just happened but he knows enough
about Johnny to realize that he just prevented a
di saster. ..

BRUCE

How bad was it gonna be?
JOHNNY

Bad.
BRUCE

You gonna be okay or you want to
me to run you by the hospital?

Johnny gives himan even, exhausted | ook..
JOHNNY
Think I'l1 skip the hospital this
time around.

As he noves away, on Bruce's curious reaction..

| NT. SM TH HOUSE KI TCHEN - NI GHT 48
As Johnny enters... alone as always... using his cane as
he must... he takes a few beats to | ook around the quiet,
oh, so enpty house... takes a deep breath... The phone
rings... he noves to answer it...
JOHNNY
Hel | 0?
| NTERCUT:
| NT. BANNERMAN HOUSE - NI GHT - CLOSE ON SARAH 49
SARAH
Hi .
JOHNNY
H , Sarah.
SARAH

"' m maki ng a pot roast. Can
set a place at the table for you?

Johnny takes a | ong beat.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

Sarah sm |
hunor .

J OHNNY
Not tonight, huh?
SARAH
Ch cone on. | hate to think of

you and Ms. Swanson al one over
there every night.

JOHNNY
Actually, 1've had a headache al
day.
SARAH
" msorry. ..
JOHNNY
No, it's, it's okay now. But |
think I'"ll just turn in early
t oni ght .
SARAH
Maybe t onorrow ni ght.
JOHNNY
Maybe.

(reflective beat)
| m ght even nmake ny fanous
Chocol ate Surprise' for desert.

SARAH
What's your fanous ' Chocol ate
Surprise'?

JOHNNY
(j oke's on ne)
| have no idea. That's what makes
it so... surprising.

es. That Johnny, he has such a funny sense of

SARAH
"Il talk to you tonorrow. Sl eep
wel | .

J OHNNY
Thanks.

SARAH
Pl easant dreans, Johnny.

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT FOUR

THE END
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