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THE DEAD ZONE

" THE COMBI NATI ON*

TEASER
FADE | N:
EXT. BANGOR | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY 1
| NT. Al RPORT ARRI VALS/ BAGGAGE AREA - DAY 2

A SICGN reads "TRAVEL SMART. FLY THROUGH BANGOR. " Tilting
down to find a few LI MO DRI VERS al |l hol di ng up cardboard
signs for their respective clients. One says "LEWS, "

and we REVEAL JOHNNY holding it, trying to keep a poker
face as he sees BRUCE approaching, a small duffel slung
over his shoul der.

J OHNNY
Mster Lewis? Mster Lew s?

Bruce sees him does a doubl e-t ake.

BRUCE
VWhat the...? John?

J OHNNY
Your linb awaits, sSir.

BRUCE
Right, ny "lino." More |like a
bust ed- ass Jeep.
(smles)
But I'lIl take it.

They hug warmy, then nove toward a LUGGAGE CONVEYOR t o
wait for Bruce's suitcase.

EXT. Al RPORT TERM NAL - DAY 2A

As Johnny and Bruce exit the termnal, Johnny's attention's
drawn to a MAN signing sone autographs as a newspaper
PHOTOGRAPHER snaps pictures and TWO REPORTERS t ake notes.

J OHNNY
VWho' s that?

BRUCE
Danny Avil a, boxer who's fighting
Darryl Ti bbs up here on Friday.

J OHNNY
Tibbs? 1Isn't he the...?

( CONTI NUED)
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BRUCE
(nods)
... m ddl ewei ght chanp.
( MORE)

6/ 16/ 03 -

( CONTI NUED)
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BRUCE ( CONT' D)
Yeah, it's a regular Rocky story.
This fight is his big shot.

Avil a sees Bruce and waves. Bruce waves back and Avil a
starts toward them

J OHNNY
You know hi nf?

BRUCE
| hel ped Danny rehab his knee a
whi | e back. Nice guy.

ANGLE ON DANNY AVI LA

He's a trimmddle-weight in his late 30s. He's trailed
by his three-nonths-pregnant wife HELENA, 30, as well as
t he phot ographer and reporters.

AVI LA
Hey, man, long tinme, no see.
BRUCE
In nmy business, that's a good
t hi ng.
(they bunp fists)
AVI LA
Honey, you renenber Bruce Lew s...
HEL ENA
(smling)
O course.
AVI LA
Hey man, guess what, |'mgoing to
be a dad. ..
BRUCE

Congr at ul ati ons!

(then to Hel ena)
| thought you had a gl ow about
you. Danny, Helena, this is ny
friend, Johnny Smth.

Johnny hangs back slightly, and has picked up one of
Bruce' s bags, avoiding a handshake.

J OHNNY
Nice to neet you

One of the reporters notices Johnny and Avil a toget her,
and whi spers to his photographer who lifts the canera --

( CONTI NUED)
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REPORTER
Hey Johnny, how 'bout a picture
with the contender?

Johnny tries to back out, but the Reporter is already

nudgi ng Avila next to him squeezing Bruce and Hel ena
asi de.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (4)
J OHNNY
...Look, | wuh...
REPORTER

C non, a coupla local heroes..
just take a sec...

Avila shrugs, it's okay with him and Johnny shoots Bruce
a |l ook, but he's trapped; it'd be rude not to oblige.
Avil a steps beside himand Johnny smles ganely as the
phot ogr apher snaps a couple of shots. Then:

AVI LA
Hey wait, get one like this.

He playfully pretends to punch Johnny in the jaw. Only
on the light contact, we RAMP TO JOHNNY' S JAW and. .

| NT. LEW STON ARENA - RI NG (VI SI ON)

A GLOVED FI ST CONNECTS W TH AVI LA'S JAW WHAM

Then W DER, dozens of caneras flashing now as DARRYL TI BBS,

a powerfully built black fighter, bulls a bloodied Avila
across the ring with puni shing body blows, the thudding

i npacts all but overwhel med by the roar of a crowd brought
toits feet by the sense that a knock-out is inmmnent.
Avil a defends but A FINAL COMVBI NATI ON catches himfl at -
footed: a series of blows ending with a haynmaker that
sends himfalling, suddenly in SLOMMO, out of frame --
REVEALI NG JOHNNY standing in the ring, watching.

CLOSE ANGLE ON AVI LA - STILL I'N SLOW MO

as he hits the canvas, bounces slightly then lies there,
his nuscl es slack, eyes staring open dully, lifelessly.

BACK TO SCENE

Johnny's still in his post-vision fog as Avila noves off
with his wife, calling back to Bruce.

AVI LA
Gotta run. Cone see the fight.

BRUCE
You bet. Take care of that knee.

Johnny eyes Avila as he wal ks off, press trailing, along
with a few nore autograph seekers. Then quietly to Bruce:

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
He's gonna get kill ed.

BRUCE
He's a long shot, but | wouldn't
go that far.

JOHNNY
Vll, | just did. He's going to
die in that fight.

And as Bruce turns to look at him..

END OF TEASER

YELLOW 4.

FADE QUT.
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ACT ONE
FADE | N:
OM TTED

EXT. SM TH HOUSE - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG
I NT. JOHNNY' S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

STARTI NG CLOSE ON A BANGCOR DAILY NEWS in Bruce's hands.
The front page has a photo of Johnny and Avila with the

teasi ng head: "Johnny Sees Bright Future for Local Boxer."

BRUCE
(readi ng)
"Johnny Sees Bright Future for
Local Boxer."
(then)
"Bright Future"? Man, how can
they just make up stuff l|ike that?

They' re headed for the front door, Johnny gathering his
car keys, anxious to get going.

JOHNNY
| don't want this to turn into
another nedia circus. W've gotta
handl e this quietly, give Avila a
chance to hear us out in private.
It could help that he knows you.

BRUCE

Yeah, | know himall right.

(of f Johnny's | ook)
| know he's been fighting a | ong
time and this is his first title
shot. It's a big deal for him
John. He's not gonna |ike hearing
what we've got to say.

JOHNNY
He doesn't have to like it, just
believe it.

And they're out the door..

| NT. BOXI NG GYM - DAY - STARTI NG CLOSE ON A BOXER S FI STS

buzzi ng a speed bag, the sound nelding wth H P HOP nusi c
froma boom box.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 8

Then nore quick CLOSE-UPS: a boxer's feet lightly skipping
rope; another boxer's gloves poundi ng a heavy bag; then
glinpses of Avila's determ ned eyes, visible through his
headgear as he trades blows with a heavier black SPARRI NG
PARTNER (CARL), all the sounds adding up to a tineless
rhythm c synphony.

Cutting away to a battered TIMEX with a broken band.
It's being used as a stopwatch by Avila's trainer, VIC
MJURPHY, a w zened Irish ex-pug in his 70s.

WDER - WTH JOHNNY AND BRUCE 9

as they enter, take in the rough-hewn gym SEVERAL YOUNG
FI GATERS, Latinos nostly, train in the open area in front,
wher e HEAVY BAGS dangl e, one of themfiring punches at
the target mtts held up by a beefy black assistant
trainer. Bruce sees Avila sparring in the R NG in back,
nods to Johnny and they start toward him Vic sees them
com ng, reacts wth annoyance.

VI C
Ti nme.
(moving to intercept)
Sorry, guys, no press allowed the
week of the fight.

BRUCE
We're not press, we're friends of
Danny' s.

VI C

Yeah, you're all friends of
Danny's. Now |I'm asking you nice --

AVI LA (O S.)
Yo, Vic, it's okay. | know 'em
He's leaning on the ropes... indicates Bruce.
AVI LA

That's Bruce Lewis, did the P.T.
on ny knee. And the dude with
the cane there is Johnny Smth,
man who predicted ny very "bright
future.™

VI C
Ri ght, the "psychic."

And if Avila sounds |like he's already taken the rosy

prediction to heart, Vic sounds like it irritates and
worries him

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 9
But he lets Johnny and Bruce follow himback to the ring.

VI C
Ckay, take ten mnutes. But then
| want you to work his body I|ike
| been telling you.

As the fighters clinb down, Avila grabbing a towel and
Carl heading for a water cooler..

AVI LA
Ti bbs wants to bang, |'ll bang.

VI C
Sure, you can punch, but you go
for the head agai nst a headhunter,
guess whose ass winds up in the
pot? Renenber what | told you
fromthe beginning, chop the..

AVI LA
(overl appi ng, breezy)
"Chop the trunk and the branches
will fall." Yeah, | renenber,
Vic. | renmenber everything you
tell me. But right now | wanna
hear from Johnny here.

He turns to Johnny, throws sone playful nock punches.

AVI LA
Just tell ne when he's going down,
man. |1'1l do the rest.

Johnny gl ances around at the other fighters, all of whom
seemto have one ear cocked as they continue training.

JOHNNY
Can we talk in private?

AVI LA
Yeah, sure. Step into ny office.

He | eads them around to the back of the ring. Vic foll ows,
still eyeing Johnny uneasily.

ANGLE 9A
JOHNNY
Look, Danny... that newspaper
headline, it was... m sleading.

( CONTI NUED)
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And t here

it is. Avila stares at himlike he can't quite
process it; instead he just disbelievingly repeats..
AVI LA
Dead?
BRUCE
(qui ckly)

THE COMBI NATION - ACT ONE - 6/12/03 - YELLOW

AVI LA
M sl eadi ng how?

BRUCE
In the sense that he didn't
actually see your "bright future."”

AVI LA
You nmean you didn't see the fight?
JOHNNY
No, | did, actually, but... um..
(beat)
Danny, to be honest, | didn't see
you wi nning. In fact, | saw you
getting hurt, badly hurt.
AVI LA
Whoa. Hurt? Hurt how?
VI C
We don't need to hear this crap.
AVI LA
No. | want to understand him
JOHNNY
(beat)
| saw Darryl Tibbs hitting you...
| saw you fall... and then | saw
you lying in the ring.
(beat)

You were dead, Danny.

But just because he saw it doesn't
mean it has to happen. There's
still time to --

But Vic cuts himoff, glaring at Johnny.

VI C
Ckay, who sent you?

JOHNNY
Nobody sent ne, sir.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (2)

VI C
It's Tibbs'" people, right? That
friggin' Jimry D. This is al
sonme kind of set up

BRUCE
Sir, John's just trying --

VI C
Trying to ness with nmy fighter's
head. Well, you got another thing
com ng, you sick bastard!

And he jabs Johnny with his index finger, sparking --

I NT. ARENA - RING - NI GHT (VI SION)

Vic kneeling by Avila. He breaks a snelling salt... no

effect... then desperately shakes Avila's shoul ders..
AVI LA

Danny?!  Danny?!

Pul I'ing back to find Johnny watching fromringside, behind
a seated row of sportswiters and JUDGES. The chaotic
scene FREEZES. Looking for clues as to when or how this
wi | | happen, Johnny focuses on the nearest judge's --

SCORECARD

It's for the twelfth and final round (and so far it's
going to Tibbs, should we notice). As Johnny reacts..

RESUME

VI C
| want you outta here now

JOHNNY
(to Avila)
Twel fth round. That's when it
happens. It's just one fight.
Is it worth your life?

But Avila just gives Bruce a disgusted, betrayed | ook,
then wal ks away as the other fighters gather around
menacingly. Vic's voice is nowice cold with fury.

VI C
| said now

( CONTI NUED)
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THE COMBI NATI ON - ACT ONE - 6/13/03 -

Johnny and Bruce, realizing it's hopel ess, start

toward the door. As they exit, Johnny and Avila exchange

a final | ook.

I NT. JOHANNY' S JEEP - MOMENTS LATER

As the doors slam shut and both men just sit for a nonent.

BRUCE

Well, | guess that coul d' ve gone

better.

JOHNNY
(beat, thinking)
|"mnot giving up yet. There
nmust be sonebody who can stop
this fight.

And as Bruce considers this too...

CLOSE ON AN OFFI CE DOOR

bearing the title: "Mine Athletic Conm ssion,”

it: "Fred

Jenki ns, Executive Director."”

JENKI NS VO CE
CGene Purdy, Arthur Markoff,
Harrison Fischer... very inpressive
ref erences.

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

JENKINS, a sonewhat stolid man in his 50s, holds

of phone nmessages as DOC KOMLSKI, 60s, the ring physician

seen earl

GREEN 10.

novi ng

and bel ow

a sheaf

er in Johnny's vision, eyes Johnny and Bruce.

JENKI NS
Not that it nmatters. This
comm ssion isn't about to overl ook
a concern about a fighter, no
matt er what the source.

JOHNNY

This isn't just a "concern," sir.
JENKI NS

Yes, | understand it may seem

very real to you. But you should
understand, there are limts to
what we can do based on... this
sort of information. Doc?

( CONTI NUED)
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KOMLKSI
(shrugs)
Avila may be an underdog, but you
can't claimit's a total
m smatch... He's passed all his
medi cal exans. ..

BRUCE
(frustrated)
We just told you a man's going to
die. There's got to be sonething
you can do.

And as Jenki ns and Kowal ski share a | ook, the door bursts

open and boxi ng pronoter JIMW D, 40 --

a man whose

fl amboyance masks a ruthl ess obsession with the bottom

line -- enters trailed by a young assi stant,
JI MW D
Vell, well, looks |ike nmy sources
were correct. Cl osed door
meeti ngs, secret cabals... Snap a

And as Andrew whi ps out a tiny digital

pi cture of

picture, Andrew, tell ny | awers
we have proof of conspiracy.

the fl abbergasted foursone...

JENKI NS
Conspiracy? | assure you, Mster
D Angelo --

JI MW D

The nane is Jimmy DI What's ny
name, Andrew?

ANDREW
Ji my D.

JI MW D
Thank you. And pl ease don't have
the tenerity to deny the evidence
of nmy own eyes.

As those eyes now fix on Johnny. ..

ANDREW

canera and takes a

( CONTI NUED)
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JI MW D
Mster Smth, | presune. 1Is it
not true that you are carrying on
a malicious canpaign to underm ne
the legitimacy of a rigorously
pl anned and vetted business
enterprise, to wt this fight,
first by claimng a spurious
know edge of the outcone...

JOHNNY
| f you nean that newspaper
headl i ne. ..

JI MW D
...and now, | hear, by raising

medi cal concerns about ny fighter.
VWi ch are ridiculous on their
face because not only is Darryl

Ti bbs in top physical condition,
but --

JENKI NS
Actually... Jimy... Mster Smth's
concerns relate to Mster Avila.

JI MW D
(surprised)
They do?
KOMLKSI

Not to put too fine a point on
it, but he's convinced your nman's
going to knock himdead, literally.

A nonent of silence follows as Jimy D, nornmally the
undi sputed master of his domain, absorbs this. Then..

JI MW D
He's saying Darryl's going to kil
the sorry son-of-a-bitch?

KOMLKSI
(nods)
Now of course this is highly
unusual, but | suppose we can
requi re additional nedical tests..
maybe even an MRI. ..

JOHNNY

That's not going to change
anyt hi ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 3)

JENKI NS
I"'mafraid it's the best we can
do. W can't just stop a fight
based on a psychic's "vision."

JI MW D
That doesn't nmean we can j ust
ignore this kind of information.

And now the others react as Jimmy D does an about-face
and drops his act, his concern seem ng very genui ne.

JI MW D
Mster Smth, | apologize. I1'ma
busi nessman and | thought you
were pl ayi ng sone kind of angle
here, trying to hurt Darryl
sonehow. But if you're sincere..

JOHNNY
Sir, if we don't stop this fight,
a man's going to die. And that
will be a tragedy for Darryl Tibbs
as well as for Danny Avil a.

JI MW D
Then | guess we'll have to nake
sure that doesn't happen. Wich
means, if you'll excuse us for a
few m nutes, these gentlenen and
| wll have to seriously reconsider
our options.

As Jenkins and Kowal ski react, Johnny and Bruce exchange
guardedly relieved | ooks on their way out. ..

OM TTED

| NT. ATHLETI C COMM SSI ON - RECEPTI ON AREA - LATER

Bruce flips through a BOXI NG MAGAZI NE whi |l e Johnny taps
the crown of his cane, waiting.

BRUCE
Think they'll really stop the
fight?

JOHNNY
Sounded like it. Maybe we'll get
| ucky.

Andrew appears fromthe inner sanctum

( CONTI NUED)
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15A  CONTI NUED: 15A

ANDREW
M ster D has called a press
conference for nine a.m tonorow
nmorning and he'd like you to
attend, Mster Smth. You are
avai l able, aren't you?

JOHNNY
Absolutely. They're calling off
the fight?

ANDREW

That's why he's calling the press
conference. N ne a.m Please
don't be |ate.

Andr ew di sappears back inside, |eaving Johnny and Bruce
al one again. Of their relief...

15B EXT. ATHLETI C COW SSI ON BUI LDI NG - DAY ( STOCK) 15B

Several TV NEWS TRUCKS parked in front, their antennaes
up. W hear Jimmy D prel apped..

JIMW D (V.0Q0)
As you all know, Ali-Liston I
was the last big fight to be held
in Lewiston, so | was proud to
bring boxing back to Mi ne.

16 | NT. PRESS ROOM - DAY 16

Andrew | eads Johnny and Bruce through a nob of press into
the back of the Iarge room where the press conference is
al ready underway, Jimy D holding forth, seated between
Avila and a glowering Tibbs, who in turn are fl anked by
their trainers, all facing a nob of press.

JI MW D
But now, information has cone to
[ight which threatens this historic
bout .

A knot is formng in Johnny's gut.
JI MW D
The source of this "information,"

is here with us now.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

JI MW D (CONT' D)
(pointing to Johnny)

That's right, Mster Smth, | see
you lurking there in the shadows,
i ke sone prophet of doom and
gloomafraid to face the |ight.
But I'"msorry to di sappoint you
and say that your dire prediction
wi |l not dissuade this brave man.

REPORTERS
Prediction? Wat's he saying?

YELLOW

15.

And as Johnny realizes he's been set-up, the photographers
and TV caneranen are already sw nging their | enses around.

JI MW D
That's right, Maine's very own
Johnny Smith has made a psychic
prediction that Danny Avila w ||
not only | ose the bout on Friday,

but will lose his |life. Does
t hat prospect frighten you, Mster
Avi | a?

AVI LA

| got a prophecy of ny own...

(raises his fists)
...and |I"'mgonna nmake it cone
true with these.

JI MW D
And how about you, M ster Tibbs?

Tl BBS
| "' m gonna put himdown, and |'m
gonna put himdown hard. He ain't
dead, he's gonna w sh he was.

JI MW D
Woo! There you go, folks, cal
it a grudge match, or call it a
death match, but whatever you
call it, don't mss Friday night's

fight, 'cause you' re gonna wanna
see how this one ends.

Meanwhi |l e reporters are nobbing a stunned Johnny. "Is it
true, Johnny?", "Wat'd you see?" etc. Bruce pulls Johnny
away, el bow ng his way through the nob of press.
BRUCE
Cnon, let's get you outta here.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 2) 16

BRUCE ( CONT' D)
(then to press)
Move -- let the man pass -- back
of f...

And as Bruce | eads himout, Johnny | ooks back and exchanges
a glare with Jimy D, who beans at the highly marketable
chaos he's unl eashed, as we --

FADE QOUT:
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO
FADE | N:
I NT. SET OF ESPN S "TUESDAY N GHT FI GHTS" SHOW

Anchored by boxi ng announcers BRI AN KENNY and MAX
KELLERNMAN

KENNY
And in other news, the return of
big-time boxing to Lew ston, Mine,
taking a strange tw st. ..

KEL LERMAN
...a very strange tw st..

KENNY
...wWth a psychic's "prediction"
that chal l enger Danny Avila w ||
die in the course of his 12-round
mat ch-up with m ddl ewei ght chanp
Darryl "The Term nator" Ti bbs.

KEL LERMAN
Tell me, is this boxing or
prof essi onal wrestling?

KENNY
Well, one thing | can tell you:
interest in this fight is
skyrocketing, along with ticket
sal es, no doubt making pronoter

Jimry D very happy.

KEL LERMAN
But not everyone up in Mine,
apparently.

He cues a clip as we CUT TO

I NT. PURDY'S OFFI CE - DAY

GENE PURDY (IDd in a super) responding curtly into
reporters' tape recorders.

PURDY
| f Johnny Smth says a man w ||
die then a man wll die. Wat
di sgusts and saddens ne is that
his gift of prophecy is being
used to publicize this event rather
than cancel it.

17.

17
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I NT. JOHNNY' S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY 19

Where Johnny is busily multi-tasking, watching Purdy on
TV while scrolling through a web page on his Powerbook
that's headlined "TI BBS RELEASED FROM JAI L AFTER ASSAULT."

PURDY (ON TV)
Have we becone as debased as the
Romans when they threw Christians
to the lions?

J OHNNY
You tell '"em Gene.

The doorbell rings. Sighing, Johnny clicks off the TV,
rises.

OM TTED 19A
I NT. SM TH HOUSE - FOYER - DAY 20

Johnny opens the door to reveal Avila, |ooking distracted
and suspi cious, as though unsure exactly why he's here.

JOHNNY
Danny... | didn't expect to see
you here.

AVI LA
Yeah. | didn't expect to be here
ei t her.

(1 ooki ng around)
Nice crib. Quess being a psychic
must pay pretty good.

JOHNNY
Actual ly, my | ast paying job was
as a teacher. This was ny parents'
house... it still is, | suppose..
it's held in a trust.

And Johnny's admitting this partly out of awkwardness,
but al so because he can feel Avila's suspicion and doesn't
want to give himany grounds to distrust him

AVI LA
Must still cost you sonme bucks
keeping it up though, huh?

JOHNNY
| don't sell ny services, Danny,
if that's what you're getting at.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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And now he's really hit a nerve, Avila's anger

THE COMBI NATION - ACT TWD - 6/13/03 - GREEN

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
"' m not working an angle for Jimy
D or anyone el se.

AVI LA
Then why are you trying to screw
this up for me? You got any idea
what this fight could nean? For
me? For ny famly?

J OHNNY
You nean noney?

AVI LA
Screw the noney. This is atitle
fight. A chanpionship fight. |
wor ked for this! You understand
t hat ?

JOHNNY
|"mnot trying to hurt your career,
I"'mtrying to save your life.

AVI LA
This is ny life, and you' re gonna
stop nmessing with it!

And Johnny eyes him realizing Avila's deeper concern.

JOHNNY
Wiy? Because you're starting to
bel i eve nme?

AVI LA
You hear what | just said?!

JOHNNY
Were you hoping I'd admt it was
just alie, a scam a curse | can
t ake back?

AVI LA
I"mtelling you to shut up!

J OHNNY
Because | can't take it back...

Johnny and throws hi mup against the stairwell.

19.

rat cheti ng.

And now with a shout of rage and frustration, Avila grabs

20
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SUDDENLY - (IN A VI SI ON)

THE BANI STER SUPPORTS BECOME ROPES, AND NOW JOHNNY' S BEI NG
HELD AGAI NST THE RI NG APRON I N. .

| NT. ARENA - NI GHT (VI SION - CONTI NUQUS)

On the other side of the ropes, Doc Kowal ski and Vic Mirphy

are trying to revive the dead future Avila as Ti bbs prances
around the ring, arns raised, and the crowd roars.

JOHNNY
...just like I can't stop what
|"m seeing... what |'m seeing
right now. ..

AVI LA

(pulling back a fist)
Shut up! Just shut the hell up!

JOHNNY
You're lying on the canvas. Vic's
trying to revive you but he can't,
because you're al ready dead.

| N THE STAI RWELL
Avila can't resist glancing through the bani ster supports,

i magi ning the grimscene that Johnny's describing. Then,
even angrier, he turns back, ready to throw that punch..

| NT. ARENA
More people entering the ring now .. PARAMED CS
adm nistering CPR .. but it's clearly hopel ess..

JOHNNY
You want to change the future?
You want to live? Then quit.
Wal k away.

And sonehow t hese words defuse Avila's anger, |eaving
di sgust instead. He releases Johnny and the VI SI ON ENDS

RESUME REALI TY

AVI LA
ain't walkin' away fromnothin'.
never ran froma fight in ny
fe, and I'mnot starting now.
(backi ng away)
| " m war ni ng you.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

He exits.

OM TTED

EXT. ATY

Bruce and
| ocal e.

THE COMBI NATION - ACT TWD - 6/13/03 - GREEN 21

24
AVI LA ( CONT' D)
Stay away fromne, and stay out
of this fight.
O f Johnny, his sense of hopel essness grow ng. .
25
THRU
27
PARK - DAY 27A

Johnny approach a bench in sonme T.B.D. scenic

BRUCE
You sure this is the spot?
JOHNNY
We're early.
BRUCE
Next question: Wiy are we here?
JOHNNY
Because it occurred to ne -- while
Danny Avila was pinning ny head agai nst
my stairwell -- that maybe we're going
about this the wong way. If we can't

stop the fight, nmaybe we can arrange
a different ending.

Bruce senses where he's going.

BRUCE
You're thinking of trying to use
your abilities to help himw n?

JOHNNY
|'"d settle for hel ping him
survive. But |I can't help himif
| can't get near him

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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THE COMBI NATION - ACT TWD - 6/13/03 - GREEN 22.

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
(beat)
He won't talk to me anynore and
his trainer's already thrown us
out of his gym \VWiich is why we
need sonebody who can talk to
hi m sonebody he trusts.

And he turns as we see Helena Avila wal king toward them
carrying a store-bought lunch, wearing a wary expression.

EXT. ATY

Tracking i

PARK - LATER

n front of Johnny, Bruce and Hel ena as they

wal k al ong, Johnny finishing up his story, Hel ena pensive,

fingering

A SMALL CRUCI FI X PENDANT.

JOHNNY
| know it nust be hard to
believe... hard for anyone to
bel i eve. ..

HEL ENA

No, it's not.
(eyei ng Johnny)
| think things happen to people
for a reason. Things |ike your
accident. Like your neeting Danny.
(beat, forthright)
To me you are an angel, Mster
Smth, sent to protect ny husband.

JOHNNY
| think he'd probably disagree
w th you.

HEL ENA

You have to understand boxers.
They think if they admt their
fear, they're finished. But

know ny husband, and he is afraid.

BRUCE
Anyone woul d be afraid of dying.

HELENA
Maybe it's that, or maybe it's
sonmet hing that scares himjust as

much. Failure... the end of his
hopes and dreans... | don't know.
What | do know is he'll never
qui t.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 28

HELENA ( CONT' D)
No nmatter how scared he is.

JOHNNY
Then hel p us use what | saw to
change the future. Your husband's

future... your child s future.
HEL ENA
How?
I NT. AVILA' S GYM - DAY 29

POV ANGLE as we cone through the door and boxers part to
make way for us, giving us both curious and hostil e | ooks.

We approach the back, where Avila's hitting Tyrell's target
mtts, Vic's supervising. As all three nen turn to us..
REVEAL HELENA LEADI NG JOHNNY AND BRUCE

HEL ENA
Danny... | know --

But he cuts her off angrily.
AVI LA

What the hell you doing bringing
themin here?

HEL ENA
Be quiet and |isten. They want
to hel p.
VI C
Yeah. Help himinto a coffin.
HEL ENA
(strong)

That's not true.

(to Avila, re: Johnny)
| want you to listen to what he
has to say.

(he's about to object)
Pl ease, Danny. |If not for
yoursel f, then for ne.

Avi l a shakes his head... eyes Johnny skeptically.
AVI LA
| already told you, | ain't
qui tting.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED
JOHNNY
" m not asking you to.
AVI LA
Then why are you here?
JOHNNY
Li ke your wife said, to help you.
AVI LA
Hel p me how?
JOHNNY
By using ny abilities... to guide
you... in any way | can.
AVI LA
Yeah. Right.
(to Hel ena)
Okay, | listened. Now get him
out .

But now Bruce quickly steps forward.

BRUCE
You wat ched Ti bbs' fight tapes,
didn't you?

Avil a shrugs. Vic eyes Bruce guardedly.

VI C
Sure, we always watch tapes to
see what a guy does.

BRUCE
You nean to see what he did. In
the past. Well what if Johnny
coul d show you "fight tapes" from
the future so you can see what
Ti bbs is gonna do, in that ring,
Friday night?

Avila's grudgingly inpressed; he hadn't considered the
ram fications of Johnny's putative powers. He eyes him

AVI LA
Ckay, say |'mjust assum ng you're
not entirely full of it, you can
really do that?

And Johnny gl ances at Bruce, who may just have oversold
his abilities, but he hides his uncertainty and nods.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (2)

JOHNNY
Possi bly. You need every edge
you can get and | can be that
edge.

BRUCE
Trust him Danny. |[|'ve seen him
do amazi ng t hings.

And Avila's not quite ready to trust him but then his
skepticismis also conpeting with his fear, and his hope.
He glances at Vic, who's simlarly conflicted, protective
of his fighter but also superstitious. He shrugs.

VI C
We got three days left. This is
all about your head now. It's
your fight Kkid.

A beat, then Avila takes a couple of steps closer to
Johnny, |ooks himin the eye.

AVI LA
You know there's no second pl ace
here. You're on ny team you
fight to wn, just like ne. You
down with that?

A beat, then Johnny nods. Avila holds out his taped hand,
but as Johnny takes it, we RAMP TO H S FACE

| NT. ARENA RI NG - EXTREME ON AVI LA' S GLASSY EYES (VI SI ON)
As we pull up, revealing Avila lying dead on the canvas,
Vic and the Doctor beside him And now Johnny's there
too, wearing an Avila team jacket, no | onger an observer
but part of this grimscene.

Then we continue pulling up until their figures becone
tiny and insignificant, framed in the slowy rotating
square of the ring. THE VISI ON ENDS

RESUME ON JOHNNY

still holding Avila's hand and forcing a smle, never

feeling nore like the Gim Reaper cone to visit as he says:

( CONTI NUED)
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31 CONTI NUED: 31

J OHNNY
Yeabh. |'mdown with that.

FADE QOUT:
END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
FADE | N;
INT. ARENA - RING - NI GHT (VI SION) 32

Once again it's the twelfth round and the crowd ROARS as
Ti bbs bulls Avila across the ring wwth a series of

puni shi ng body bl ows, then slanms that first |eft hook
into his already battered face, the force of the bl ow
closing Avila's eyes (which will be significant |ater)
and sending droplets of sweat and blood -- the latter
froma cut over Avila's right eye -- flying. Only now --

THE ENTI RE SCENE FREEZES

And we WDEN to show Johnny wal king into frane (sans cane)
as he studies the fighters. He noves closer, observes
Avila's cut, and the droplets of sweat and bl ood NOW
SUSPENDED IN M D-AIR. Then he turns to Tibbs, runs a
hand al ong the man's hooki ng punchi ng arm

J OHNNY
A left hook. That's howit starts.

SVASH TQO

TI GHT ON JOHNNY' S LEFT HAND GRI PPI NG AVI LA' S RI GHT WRI ST 33

as they face each other, and as we tilt up we see that
Avila looks a little unnerved. They're standing in --

I NT. AVILA'S GYM - PRACTI CE RI NG - DAY

Vic and Tyrell observing from outside the ropes, Bruce
beside them |In the b.g., sone of the other fighters
have stopped training to watch the odd scene as well.
Vic's expression is decidedly skeptical.

VI C
That's how what starts?

I NT. ARENA - RI NG (VI SION) 34
Johnny's still eyeing the two frozen fighters.
JOHNNY
That | ast conmbination... in the
twelfth round. It's always the

sane.
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| NT. GYM - CONTI NUCUS 35

Vic and Tyrell exchange |ooks. Vic decides to go al ong
with this for now and chal | enges Johnny.

VI C
Ckay, a left hook. Then what?

I NT. ARENA RING (VI SI ON) 36

The CROAD ROAR RESUM NG as Ti bbs throws a second punch --
a straight right that rotates his body into a sout hpaw
stance -- and once again the ACTI ON FREEZES at the nonent
of inpact. Johnny steps al ongside Tibbs' frozen figure,
starts to repeat the punch.

JOHNNY
Aright... a straight right, 1'd
guess you'd call it...

I NT. GYM - CONTI NUQUS 37
As Johnny now rotates his body, pulling Avila toward him

with his |left hand, while his right fist stops just short
of his jaw

JOHNNY
Only he rotates his body as he
throws it... like this.

And Avila finds hinself staring into Johnny's eyes, eyes
that clearly aren't even seeing him and he's spooked.

VIC (O S.)
A "Fitzsimons Shift."

And Avila and the others turn to Vic, who's now eyei ng
Johnny with surprise, this | ast nove provoking a nenory,
which in turn pronpts the boxing historian in him

VI C
Bob "Ruby Robert" Fitzsi nmons,
first triple world chanp. He'd
use his right to switch to a
sout hpaw stance, then throw a big
| eft hook to the sol ar pl exus.
Devast ati ng.

He's engaged now, or at |east curious.

VI C
Al right, what's he throw next?

And again Johnny turns to the fight only he can see as..
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I NT. ARENA - THE FI GHT RESUMES 38

But just for a noment as Tibbs again freezes as he indeed
connects with a big left hook to Avila's body.

JOHNNY
Yeah, it's a left to the body...

And now the fight resunes, in a sort of STOP-MOTION, Johnny
narrating as each punch lands, briefly freezing the
action. ..

JOHNNY
Then anot her right, an uppercut...
Then a left hook to the head..

Once again the final haymaker sends Avila crashing to the
canvas like a felled tree. Canera follows him then pulls
back and up to a CLOSE-UP of Johnny | ooki ng down.

J OHNNY
That |l ast |eft hook blind-sides
you on the tenple.

As canmera now PANS TO

I NT. PRACTICE RING - AVILA'S UNSETTLED FACE 39

As he al so | ooks down, seeing only enpty canvas but now
imagining the rest. He winces as he feels --

JOHNNY' S HAND

now gripping his wist so hard it's shaking. Unnerved,
Avila jerks his wist away, and Johnny reacts as he cones
out of the vision.

VICis now considering it all thoughtfully.

VI C
Assuming this ain't just a circus
act, it's the shift that sets it
all up. | ain't seen a guy use
it for years...

(beat)

...but I know Ti bbs' trainer, and
he's the kinda guy who m ght just
dust it off, see if they catch us
nappi ng.

He eyes Johnny, reappraising him then:

( CONTI NUED)
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VI C
M ster Smth, you can step out of
the ring...

Then he turns to Avila's sparring partner, Carl.

VI C
Carl, get your ass in there, we've
got work to do.

I NT. GYM - LATER - CLOSE ON VI C S BATTERED TI MEX 40

The second hand sweeping past the 12, then revealing Vic,
gl ancing down at it as he watches Avila and Carl sparring
inthe ring. Avila isn't throw ng any punches, just

bl ocking as Carl whales on him Vic egging himon.

VI C

That's it, beat on himlike you
just found himscrew n' your wfe.

(to Avila)
Renmenber, kid, this happens, it's
gonna be after twelve | ong rounds
wi th the toughest m ddl ewei ght
out there.

(gl ances at his watch

agai n, then)
Now

And Carl throws the COVBO, tagging Avila with a left and
a straight right, shifting his stance, then throw ng the
left to the solar plexus that follows the shift. Avila
drops his gloves in response to the body bl ow, |eaving

hi rsel f open for the right uppercut and |left hook to the
head, knocking hi m back on the ropes. As Avila shakes it
of f and dances away, we find --

BRUCE AND JOHNNY

wat ching fromringside as Vic now offers sone reassurance
and advi ce.

VI C
That' s okay, that's okay.
Renmenber: Wen you see the shift
you drop your right -- the right
el bow -- and bl ock that body shot
‘cause that's the killer. Then
you' ve got to get you gl oves back
up before that uppercut or you'l
be wi de open for the left hook.

Got it?
( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



40

41

41A

DEAD ZONE: THE COMBI NATION - ACT THREE - 6/16/03 - GOLD 31.

CONTI NUED:

VI C ( CONT' D)
(Avi | a nods)
Then do it.

TIME CUT - NEW ANGLE
Avila and Carl sparring again, Avila getting tired.

VI C
Now

Once again, Carl nails himwth the right. But this tine
after the "shift," Avila drops his el bow, neatly bl ocking
the left hook to the body, then jabs with his other hand

to get clear. He smles through his nouthpiece at Vic.

AVI LA
Pi ece of cake, Vic.

Johnny and Bruce exchange encouraged | ooks, but Vic's not
sati sfied.

VI C

Sure, when you know it's com ng.
(to Carl)

This time, you pick the nonent.

Carl nods, and the two nen resune sparring. As Johnny
and Bruce continue to watch, Carl throws the conbo again,
and once again Avila blocks it, lowering his elbowto

bl ock the body blow, then getting his glove back up in
time to deflect the left hook to the head.

AVI LA

Like | said, | can handle it.
VI C

You're still late getting that

gl ove back up after dropping the
el bow. When Tibbs throws this
conbo at you, it's going to be
like trying to catch a bullet
with your teeth -- any doubt, the
slightest hesitation and your
dead.

Avi l a exchanges a determ ned | ook with Johnny, then..

INT. AVILA'S GYM - AVILA' S LEFT THUDS | NTO A HEAVY BAG
( FORVERLY SCENE 48)

Pul I'ing back to show Vic stopping himto again denonstrate

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 41A

the el bow drop, then the foll ow up defensive jab, Johnny
and Bruce watching, as we begin a --

TRAI NI NG MONTACE ( FORMERLY SCENE 49) 41B

Series of shots of Avila being run through exercises
designed to break down the conmbination into its conponent
parts, then defend agai nst those parts.

A CLOSE ANGLE hi ghlights AVILA' S FEET, as he's taught to
shift his weight back in response to the Fitzsinmons shift.

Vi c denonstrates how to anticipate the nove, drawing a
line of sight from Danny's eyes to his own hips as he
rotates themto deliver the right.

Anot her angl e shows Avila dropping his right el bow,
absorbing the followup left with increasing success.

A flurry of left hooks to the head, Avila doing a better
j ob bl ocking themw th each successive punch.

Johnny and Bruce both participate as well, Bruce assisting
by hol ding a heavy bag, and Johnny again denonstrating
sone of the punches he saw in his vision: a hook foll owed
by an upper cut, etc. The sequence culmnates in --

THE PRACTI CE RI NG

as Avila now consistently defends against Carl's attack,
Johnny and Bruce standing with Vic watching, all of them
encour aged.

VI C
That's it kid. Thought and action
becone one thing. No hesitation,
that's the key.

BRUCE
|'"d say he's got it |icked.

JOHNNY
Sure hope you're right.

But he sounds nore hopeful than convinced..

| NT. AVILA'S GYM - LATER (FORMERLY SCENE 50) 41C
The rest of the boxers are |long gone. Johnny and Bruce

watch Vic gesturing to Avila as he reviews sone noves.
Avila nods dutifully, wiping his face with a towel.

( CONTI NUED)
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As they approach, they catch the end of a Vic pep talk.

VI C
Ckay, weigh-in's tonorrow, so go
home, rest up and think happy
t hought s about killing the bastard.
(turns to Johnny)
You satisfied?

Johnny smles, then nods to Avil a.

JOHNNY
You | ooked good, nan.
AVI LA
| feel good... |I'mready...

Avila picks up on Johnny's concern.

AVI LA
VWhat's the matter, you don't
beli eve ne? Go ahead, see for
yoursel f...

Avila raises a fist up to Johnny, who hesitates to touch
it. Bruce and Vic watch, all of themafraid of what Johnny
m ght see.
VI C
You're ready kid. You said so
yourself. Leave it at that.

AVI LA
|"'mnot afraid. Not anynore.

Avil a reaches out, his fist gently connecting with Johnny's
chin, triggering..

42 SUDDENLY A BI G RED BOXI NG GLOVE, W ELDED BY DARRYL TI BBS, 42
| S HEADED RI GHT FOR HI S FACE

| NT. ARENA RING - NI GHT - POV SEQUENCE
as Tibbs rains nore blows on us -- we're caught in the

headl i ghts of this conbination as we | NTERCUT WTH - -

43 I NT. GYM - CONTI NUCUS - ON JOHNNY 43

as he reacts to the punches.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANGLE - BRUCE STANDI NG W TH AVI LA

as they both see Johnny jerking |ike a spastic rag dol
fighting wth the Invisible Man. Oher fighters notice
too, and the sight is at once weird and al nost comc; a
couple point and smle. But Bruce knows this is anything
but funny, and rushes toward Johnny, just as --

| NT. ARENA RI NG - POV ANGLE AND SLOW MO

Ti bbs cuts | oose with that final haymaker, his right hand
rocketing toward us, the red glove filling the frame --
FLASH - AVILA'S DEAD EYES STARI NG UP ( FORMERLY SCENE 51)

Johnny's fatal vision now reduced to imagistic shorthand.

I NT. GYM - JOHNNY

reels as if hit by a truck, then starts to fall -- and is
caught by Bruce barely in tinme. As Bruce hel ps steady
hi m Johnny opens his dazed eyes and nutters..

JOHNNY
|"msorry... nothing s changed.

Avil a expl odes as Vic pulls himaway.

AVI LA
You're wong! You hear ne? W ong!

Johnny and Bruce watch hel plessly as Avila storns off.

OM TTED

| NT. ANOTHER GYM - PRACTI CE RI NG - DAY (FORMERLY SC. 38)

As DARRYL TIBBS G.OVED FI STS smash into a sparring
partner's headgear and exposed face. Tibbs continues the
savage assault until the man falls, one armtangled in
the ropes. It's an intimdating performance, especially
since it's just a rehearsal for the bout to cone.

Tl BBS
Get up, bitch! Get your ass up

The other fighter weakly waves himoff. Tibbs funes,

calls out to his TRAINER as the groggy man is hel ped down.

( CONTI NUED)
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Tl BBS
Yo, Frank, get nme sonmeone in here
who can hit.

The Trai ner gestures to another fighter, who approaches
with a touch of trepidation. (NOTE: This gymis a
spiffier redress of Avila's, the staff nore neatly garbed
and better equipped. Tibbs' trainer uses a D G TAL
STOPWATCH as opposed to Vic's strapl ess Tinex.)

ANGLE REVEALI NG JI MW D

readi ng gl asses perched on his nose, review ng contracts
while finishing a call on his cell phone.

JI MW D
Don't worry, ny friend. Your
assi stance i s appreciated and
will be anply rewarded.

TIBBS (O S.)
Yo, Jimy.

He's | eani ng over the ropes, gesturing Jimy over. Jimy
tosses his cell to Andrew as he backs toward him

JI MW D
Tell ESPN Darryl'll do a one-on-
one for Sports Center.

He approaches Ti bbs, flashing a broad grin.

JI MW D
Just got a call fromone of ny
"contacts" in the Avila canp.
Seens our friend Mster Smth is
sl eeping with the eneny. They
must really be running scared if
they think a psychic's gonna help
‘em

TI BBS
Yeah, well | wanna talk to you
about that guy.
(1 ooks around, then
qui etly)
VWhat if he's right and | really
kill this chunmp?

JI MW D
Feeling guilty already?

( CONTI NUED)
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Tl BBS
| nmean, can | be prosecuted?
"Cause | won't do no nore jai
tinme.

And Jimy D smiles a bit indulgently at his charge, and
we sense that of the two, he's the scarier predator.

JI MW D
| checked with the |awers and
there's no problem So you just
put it out of your mnd and do
what cones naturally.

TI BBS
(smling)
Al'l right then..

Ti bbs nods, reassured, then pounds his gl oves together

and eyes his new opponent, who's adjusting his headgear.

TI BBS
Vel l what you waiting for, chunp?
Come and get your ass whupped.

And as Tibbs wades in and fires a jab, we CUT TO

OM TTED

I NT. JOHNNY' S KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Johnny pokes at a contai ner of chinese food, taking out
his frustration on the |eftovers.

BRUCE
| know what you're thinking man,
but you did everything you coul d.

J OHNNY
And it still didn't make a damm
bit of difference.

BRUCE
He beat that conbination every
time in practice. You gave hima
fighting chance. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
...but I"'mstill seeing himdie.
VWhat if the problemisn't how he
bl ocks the jab or counters the
"Fitzsimons shift"?

BRUCE
Then what is it?
JOHNNY
(a beat, then reali zing)
It's ne.
BRUCE
That's crazy John.
JOHNNY
No it isn't. I've mude a self-

fulfilling prophecy. You heard
his trainer. One bit of doubt,
one bit of hesitation and he's
dead. And who planted that doubt
in his head? M. Danny Avila

believes in ne... in ny
prediction... nore than he believes
in hinmself...

(an idea form ng)
...S0 if thisis a self-fulfilling

prophecy -- maybe it's the prophecy
t hat needs to change.

BRUCE
Change how?
(then, understandi ng)
You nean lie to himabout what
you' re seeing? WMake him believe
he's going to wi n?

And it's apparent this doesn't sit too well with him but
Johnny doesn't see anot her choice.

JOHNNY
Maybe believing in a lie is better
t han knowi ng the truth.

BRUCE
That's a scary thought, John.

O f Johnny, considering this... and his |ack of options..
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55  INT. LEW STON ARENA - DAY - CLOSE ON A VEI GHT SCALE 55

As a pencil pushes a counterweight a fraction of an inch
until it bal ances, and we hear:

( CONTI NUED)
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DR. KOMLKSI (O S.)
Dani el Avila, 156 pounds.

W DENI NG TO REVEAL

Johnny and Bruce standing at the edge of a crowd of press
gathered in front of the ring and enpty arena seats.
Tibbs is here too, naturally, along with officials

i ncl udi ng Kowal ksi and Jenkins; Vic, Jimmy D and Ti bbs
trainer; plus cops and security personnel.

JI MW D catches Johnny's eye and smles. Johnny smles
back, then turns to watch. ..

TI BBS takes off his robe, then deliberately bunps Avil a
as he steps off the scale.

Tl BBS
Wat ch where you're going, bitch
(when Avila gl ares)
Yeah, you bad. Better get neasured
for your box, 'cause |I'm gonna
put you in it.

Avila tenses. Vic puts a hand on his shoul der.

VI C
Save it for the ring.

But Ti bbs, intent on provoking him overhears this and
turns it into even nore incendiary fodder.

TI BBS
"' mgonna save it for your wfe,
‘cause | know she's gonna need
consol i ng.

And that does it. Avila goes after himand a MELEE ensues
as both nen are barely held away from each ot her

JOHNNY has been watching this and now, with a gl ance at
Bruce, he charges into the mddle of the fracas and puts
hi s hands on both fighters as he tries to keep them apart.

BRUCE
(genui ne worry)
John!

But he can't get to himthrough the crowd, though his
shout alerts the photographers, who begin snapping away.
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ON JOHNNY - SLOW MOTI ON, STROBED BY THE PHOTOGRAPHERS'
FLASHES AS HE EXPERI ENCES VI S| ONARY FLASHES OF H'S OM - -

| NTERCUTTI NG DI SORI ENTI NG FRAGVENTS COF THE COMBI NATI ON
AS SEEN FROM BOTH FI GHTERS' PERSPECTI VES

RESUME

And then the fighters are pulled apart and Johnny
col | apses, though this tine it's a very deliberate swoon.
Bruce noves to help himup as reporters crowd around
shouti ng questi ons.

REPORTERS
What' d you see, Johnny? 1Is Avila
still going to die?

JOHNNY
(weak)
He's going down... he's going
down. ..

REPORTERS
Who, Johnny? Avil a?

JOHNNY
(weak but clear now)
No... Tibbs. Darryl Tibbs.

And as the reporters scribble notes, we see Jimy D
reacting -- is this real or what? He tries to regain
control of the situation..

JI MW D
Don't listen to himM This nan is
a fraud!

But he's drowned out by the flurry of questions shouted
at Johnny.

And then we see Johnny's true target audi ence: Danny
Avila. He |ooks stunned, reacting to this surprising
turn, not sure at first what to nmake of it, but we can
see it already working on himas we:

FADE QOUT:

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
OM TTED 59
AND
60
I NT. LEW STON ARENA - NI GHT 61

A PAIR OF PARAMEDI CS roll a nedical gurney down an aisle,
acconpani ed by TWO DOCTORS in white coats, carrying nedica
bags. PULLING BACK to find a TV CAMERA panning to foll ow
themas they go by as we hear:

JOE TESSI TORE (V. Q)
Two teans of paranedics, plus
Boston's top cardi ol ogi st and
neur osur geon. . .

REVEALI NG Ji mmy D being interviewed by ESPN2 COVMENTATORS
JOE TESSI TORE and TEDDY ATLAS whil e ANOTHER TV CAMERA
films them The ring can be seen behind them along with
a boisterous crowd filling the arena.

TESSI TORE ( CONT' D)
...isn't that going a little
over board, Jimy?

ATLAS
Especially with this Johnny Smth
guy saying now Avila's gonna knock
Ti bbs out.

JI MW D
Vell, | admt the gentlenman's
prognosti cations have proven a
tad capricious, but |I'mnot about
to risk the health of either of
these two brave gl adi at ors.

TESSI TORE
Any "prognostications" of your
own, Jinmy?

JI MW D

Only that | think we're in for
one hell of a scrap. And nowif
you'll excuse nme, |'m gonna w sh
my fighter good | uck.

And as he noves off with a wave..

( CONTI NUED)
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ATLAS
There's one guy who's never at a
| oss for words...

TESSI TORE
...0r a good publicity stunt.
Still, you gotta wonder if underdog

contender Danny Avila isn't getting
a "psychic boost" from Johnny
Smth's |atest "prophecy."

These | ast words taking us to --

OM TTED

I NT. AVI LA' S DRESSI NG ROOM

Where a JUDGE finishes signing one of Avila's hand w aps
while Vic snears VASELINE on Avila's scarred brows. Vic,
Johnny, Bruce and Hel ena | ook on, Johnny glancing at the
assistant trainer, who's sonberly assenbling his BAG OF
CUT MEDI CATI ON.

VI C
Renmenber to keep your right up
or you'll end up as ugly as ne.
HELENA
(lightly)

You nean as handsonme, don't you?
Avila throws a fast conbo as the Judge exits.
AVI LA
Man, | can't wait to get it on.
(to Johnny)
So'd you see how it's gonna happen?

Johnny smles, encouraged by Avila's upbeat attitude.

JOHNNY
| just saw hi m goi ng down, but
remenber, you've still got to put

hi m t here.
Avi | a begi ns shadowboxi ng, throw ng hooks and conbos.

AVI LA
| hear ya. No problem

( CONTI NUED)
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HEL ENA
My sister's waiting.
(ki sses Avila's cheek)
Good | uck, baby.
AVI LA
Don't worry. | ain't the one's

gonna need it.

Hel ena passes Johnny, her face beam ng gratitude.

( CONTI NUED)

BLUE-2 41A
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CONTI NUED: (2)
She nout hs "Thank you" and SQUEEZES H S ARM ..

SLOW MOTI ON FLASH - RINGSI DE - CLOSE ON HELENA RI SI NG
FROM HER SEAT, HANDS GO NG TO HER HORRI FI ED FACE

RESUME ON JCOHNNY

Rattl ed but maintaining his conposure as Hel ena exits,
only Bruce noticing his unease.

AVI LA
Hey Vic, we got jackets for these
guys, right?

VI C
On the table.

Avila grabs two TEAM JACKETS wi th his nane enbl azoned on
t hem and hands themto Bruce and Johnny.

AVI LA
You're in nmy corner, you gotta
| ook sharp

BRUCE
Thanks.

But as Johnny accepts his, we RAMP TO H S FACE AGAI N

SLOW MOTI ON FLASH - AND NOW JOHNNY | S SEEI NG HI MSELF,
WEARI NG THE TEAM JACKET AND FACING THE O S. RING AS HE
REACTS TO SOVETH NG AWFUL, HI' S EYES CLOSI NG

RESUME

Johnny now hanging onto that smle for dear life as he
sets the jacket down, and this tinme Avila's eyes narrow.
A beat, then he speaks with deliberate casual ness.

AVI LA
Hey, how about everyone give ne a
mnute with ny nedicine man here?
Vi ¢ eyes Johnny suspiciously, but nods.

VI C
Keep warm n' up.

Avila nods and smles obligingly as Vic and the others
file out, Bruce glancing back worriedly at Johnny.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

But when the door closes, Avila' s expression changes.

AVI LA
It's all a crock, ain't it?
JOHNNY
What do you nean?
AVI LA
You didn't see ne taking himdown.
You still think I'"mgonna die in
that ring.
JOHNNY
Danny, | told you what | saw.
AVI LA
Yeah? Well, tell nme again. 'Cause
| want to know what you see right

now.

And he holds out his taped hands. And now realizing he
has no choi ce, Johnny reaches out and grips them And as
he does, canera spins around them and they becone Avil a
and Ti bbs | ocked in conbat as Johnny experiences --

A RAPI D SERI ES OF FLASHES - THE COMVBI NATI ON REDUX

Ti bbs hitting Avila wth the conbi nati on punches; Avila
falling, hitting the canvas. -- Then Avil a dead, eyes
open.

RESUME

As Johnny rel eases Avila's hands and now puts on his best
poker face.

JOHNNY

It's just like I said. You hit
him he goes down.

(then, off his dubious

| ook, nore forcefully)
My visions have changed, Danny.
And that's because the future's
changed. | see you're going to
do this. | seeit's going to
happen. Believe ne.

Avila eyes him wanting to believe himbut still unsure.

( CONTI NUED)
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Finally, he nods. And then the door opens and Vic and
ot her team nenbers (not Bruce) cone back in.

VI C
Five mnutes. Tinme to get your
gl oves on.

Johnny starts to go, but Avila calls after him

AVI LA
Hey, don't forget the jacket.

44.

And when Johnny turns, there's a hint of both a chall enge
and a plea in Avila's voice, as Vic helps himon with his

gl oves.
AVI LA
Like | said, you're in ny corner
you gotta | ook sharp

Johnny reaches to pick up the jacket again, as though

hal f afraid of getting another vision, but nothing happens.

He gives Avila a last encouraging smle, then exits.

| NT. ARENA - BACKSTAGE CORRI DOR - N GHT
Bruce and Johnny wal k al ong carrying their jackets.

JOHNNY
| lied to him | touched him
then lied right to his face.

BRUCE
| thought that was the gane pl an.

JOHNNY
Only it isn't working. Nothing's
changed yet. He nust not believe
ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 71
BRUCE
Maybe he'll believe it when you
do.
JOHNNY

Bel i eve what, Bruce? | nade it
up, renmenber? It's a lie.

BRUCE
It's not alie, it's a hope. And
my Dad used to say, what nakes a
hope reality is faith

As Johnny meanwhile is distracted by...

A SI LHOUETTED FI GURE ( FUTURE MAN) 71A

standing at the end of the hall, one hand in his pocket,
backlit by the light of the Arena beyond (which needn't
be seen). Johnny has an unsettling flash of recognition.

BRUCE (O S.)
John. ..

JOHNNY 71B

| ooks back at Bruce, and when he gl ances back down the
hall, THE FIGURE | S GONE. He shakes off the seemni ng
Vi si on.

BRUCE
You' ve done everything you can,
so why not just have sone faith?
In yourself, in Danny Avila, even
in your visions. They didn't
| ead you here just to watch a man
di e.

NEW ANGLE 71C

As they reach the end of the corridor, which opens to the
crowded arena and the enpty ring, glowing Iike a blank
page under the lights. Johnny eyes it as though he can
al ready see the future that will be witten there.

JOHNNY
For Danny's sake, | hope you're
right.

And as he eyes the ring, a BELL sounds, taking us to --
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I NT. ARENA - RING - M D-FIGHT - VARI OQUS ANGLES 72

Avila charging in, scoring body shots with his left hook,
but getting repeatedly stung by Tibbs' jab. H's face is
swol I en, and he's working nmuch harder than Ti bbs, who
dances to keep Avila in range of that punishing jab.

( CONTI NUED)
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TESSI TORE
An i npressive performance by Avila
so far, but after five rounds,
Tibbs' jab is taking its toll.

ATLAS
He's still landing that |eft hook
to the body, but he's getting
hammered each tine he rushes in.
And if you | ook at the ConpuBox
nunbers, Tibbs is outpunching him
two to one.

REVEALI NG JOHNNY

wat chi ng near Bruce, Vic and Tyrell in Avila's corner.
He winces as Avila absorbs a left-right conbo, then ties
Ti bbs up. Turning away, Johnny sees:

HELENA

al so | ooking pained. She's sitting with a slightly ol der
woman, her SISTER.  Contrasting her anxiety wth:

JI MW D

who smles broadly as he watches the fight and Andrew
lights his cigar. Then:

THE CROWD

excited and vocal, and perhaps there's no nore bl ood | ust
t han usual but that's not howit seens to Johnny. He
turns back to the ring just in tine to see --

AVI LA GETTI NG KNOCKED DOMWN BY A TI BBS LEFT HOOK

He's up quickly, takes the standing eight, a CUT bl eedi ng
over his right eye. During which we hear:

TESSI TORE
And a big left from Ti bbs knocks
Avil a down! He bounces back up
t aki ng the standi ng ei ght, but
that was no slip and what's nore
it looks Iike Tibbs has opened a
nasty cut over his right eye.

The BELL ri ngs.

46.

72

73

74

75

76

77



78

79

80

81

82

83

84

DEAD ZONE: THE COMBI NATION - ACT FOUR - 6/16/03 - BLUE-2 47.

AVI LA'S CORNER - ON THE CUT MAN (ASSI STANT MANAGER)

wor ki ng hard to stop the bleeding, and it's not pretty in
close-up. Vic is sponging down Avila's heaving chest,
shouting MO S. instructions to "Keep up the right" which
we barely hear over the crowd noi se and because we're

wat chi ng from Johnny's perspective, seeing himnow as he
hands the Cut Man sone nedications, his face grim

BEG N MONTAGE - THE FI GHAT CONTI NUES

NOTE: And working with our technical consultant, and

per haps professional announcers, we'll flesh out a bit
nmore of the fight and add snatches of appropriate voice
over (SEE ADDENDUM A for additional dialogue for Tessitore
and Atlas), but the shots we'll see will include:

A.) Avila hanging in there but increasingly rocked by
Ti bbs bi g punches.
B.) A RNG A@RL HOITI E

struts with a CARD for Round Si x.

C.) AVILA

on the ropes, wi ncing as Ti bbs pounds his body, then re-
opens the cut with a savage hook.

D.) ALL | NTERCUTTI NG W TH JOHNNY

wat chi ng, our focus on his reactions to Avila's

i ncreasingly desperate battle, as another round passes,
another ring girl holds a card for Round Eight; then nore
fighting and Avila is knocked down again, getting nore
slowy this tine, as we continue to PUSH CLOSER on Johnny,
until anot her BELL sounds.

AVI LA'S CORNER - CLOSE ANGLE
as Bruce throws up the stool and Avila sits heavily, his
face a nmess, taking in heaving breaths.
THE COMMENTATORS TALK EXCI TEDLY I NTO THEIR M CS
ATLAS
One round to go and frankly it's
amazing Avila's still standing

with all the punishment he's been
t aki ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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TESSI TORE
Terri bl e puni shnment from Ti bbs'
powerful jab and right hand, and
at this point you' ve gotta wonder
if Avila's trainer, Vic Mirphy,
isn't tenpted to throw in the
towel and maybe save his fighter
even worse puni shnent. ..

And as he says this last line, we're already | ooking at...

JOHNNY

who sees ANOTHER RING G RL about to clinb into the ring
with the card for Round 12, and he turns to Bruce --

J OHNNY
Twel fth round.

And at this point Bruce doesn't know what to say anynore;
he's as worried as Johnny as he hands a water bottle up
to...

VI C

He's al so watching the ring girl, now strutting with the
card, and then turns to Avila, who w nces as Tyrell again
tries to close the cut, the eye under it red and swol | en.

VI C
How you feeling?
AVI LA
(breat hi ng heavily)
Al right. I'mall right. Just
need that second w nd.
VI C
(to Tyrell)

How s that cut | ook?

Tyrell just shakes his head. Vic eyes Johnny, who's again

hel ping Tyrell, his face a mask, then makes a tough
deci si on.
VI C
I"'mcallin" in the doc.
AVI LA
What ?  No!

( CONTI NUED)
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VI C
That cut's bad. You could be
ri sking the eye.
But Avila can tell that isn't Vic's real concern. The
trainer's remenbering Johnny's original prediction, his
superstitious nature abetting his concern for Danny.
AVI LA
No way. No way you're taking ne
out .
VI C
You fought a great fight, kid,
but it's still just one fight.
AVI LA
No!
And now Avila | ooks to Johnny, his pained eyes asking a
gquestion. And as we push in on Johnny's troubled face,
and on Avila's, our shots isolate them in SLOW MOTI ON
and perhaps shallow focus as well, so that for an extended
nmonment they seemlike the only two people in this arena.
MEMORY FLASHES OF AVI LA
From Johnny's encounters with himthroughout the show
POSI NG W TH JOHNNY AT THE Al RPORT
WAVI NG JOHNNY | NTO HI S GYM ..
CONFRONTI NG HI M ANGRI LY AT JOHNNY' S HOUSE. . .
TRAI NI NG AT H'S GYM
getting knocked down, and getting up for nore...
HOLDI NG OUT HI S FI STS,

chal I engi ng Johnny to touch himin the dressing room a
portrait of a man at once vul nerabl e and resol ute.

49.
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CLOSER ON JOHNNY. .. THEN -- 92

ANOTHER FLASH 93
This time of Johnny's devastating earlier vision of Avila
dead on the canvas, eyes staring up vacantly...

RESUME - CLOSE ON JOHNNY, A BALANCE BEI NG WEI GHED 94
And finally he just gives in to his gut -- his enpathy

for this man, his hope or belief or faith or whatever you
want to call it -- and he just nods slightly. And..

AVI LA
receives this small gesture like an infusion of pure manna,
Gatoraid for the soul, and now he finds that second w nd,
turning back to Vic..
AVI LA
Gve ne the nouth piece. Gve it
to ne!

Vic does. The BELL rings and Avila charges into the ring.

ROUND TWELVE - VARI QUS ANGLES 95

Avila and Tibbs go toe-to-toe, Tibbs at first surprised
by Avila's new tenacity, then turning on his own juice.

TESSI TORE
And Avila is just a different man
this round... really giving it
everything... and --

ATLAS

Now Ti bbs is connecting with a

series of shots to the body...

driving Avila across the ring..
And indeed Tibbs is now bulling Avila across the ring
Wi th puni shing body bl ows, the preanble to the COVBO

JOHNNY TENSES AS HE RECOGNI ZES THE MOVENT

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

THE CROAD SENSES I'T TOO, RISING TO | TS FEET, ROARI NG AS. ..

Tl BBS
| ands the opening | eft hook of the conbo and TI ME SLOAS

ANGLE - JOHNNY' S HANDS GRI P THE EDGE OF THE CANVAS
APRON. . .

AVI LA - SLOW MOTI ON

As he absorbs the first blow of the conbo.

TI BBS' FEET AND HI PS - STILL SLOW MO

starting to slowy cone around with his right hand.

AVI LA ADJUSTS - SLOW MO

95

96

97

98

hi s wei ght shifting back, so that when Ti bbs' second bl ow --

the right that initiates the "Fitzsimons Shift" --
connects, it's off by a fraction of an inch, and Avila
rolls wwth it, shedding sone of its force.

AVI LA DROPS H S RI GHT ELBOW - SLOW MO

Def |l ecting the body bl ow.

THE UPPERCUT - SLOW MO

Lands on his chin, raising his head, setting himup for
the final blow..

AVI LA RAISES H'S RIGHT - SLOW MO

Hs glove rises toward the incomng |left hook, but the

i nstant before contact...

THE COMVBI NATI ON REPEATS

IN REAL TIME, and it all happens so quickly that it | ooks
very nmuch |Iike the sequence we've seen repeatedly in

Johnny's visions. And so when it ends the same way, with
Avil a goi ng down hard, we can understand why --

98A
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JOHNNY REACTS 99

as if this is indeed the tragedy he's foreseen, while...

HELENA 100

rises fromher seat, hands flying to her nouth just as
Johnny saw in his flash in the dressing room And now.. ..
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A HUSH
falls over the entire arena, as the crowd, which has been

norbi dly teasing thenselves wth the prospect of psychic-
predi cted death, is now faced with the seemng reality.

THE REFEREE

begi ns counting over Avila's still formas we intercut
Wt h:

BRUCE

VI C

HELENA

JI MW D

and finally...

JOHNNY

who CLOSES HI S EYES, again in a repeat of his other
dressing roomflash. And indeed it |ooks as though just
what he was afraid his visions were show ng hi m has i ndeed
cone to pass. Only now --

A ROAR FROM THE CROAD

opens his eyes and he reacts as he sees --

AVI LA

rolling onto his side, then clinbing to his feet just in
tinme to beat the count. The Ref holds his gl oves, asks
hima question we can't hear, and Avila nods that he's
okay.

HELENA

is already crying with relief, the crowd CHEERI NG W LDLY
as --
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AVI LA 110

now takes the fight to Tibbs, finding a still deeper

reserve as he rains lefts and rights that have Ti bbs

saggi ng on the ropes when the final BELL sounds. And now

Ti bbs sl unps down, tangled in the ropes. It's too late

to be ruled a knockdown or a knockout, but as the ref

pulls Avila away the crowd goes nuts. (NOTE: And this

final fight action may be acconpani ed by shards of rel evant
voi ceover commentary -- again see ADDENDUM A) *

Avil a drops to his knees, spent, and his corner enpties
into the ring, other people crowding in too, all except
for...

JOHNNY 111

who hangs back, weary with relief. He sees Jimmy D | ooking
at him wondering perhaps if somehow Johnny's engi neered
this. And Johnny just smles at him

I NT. ARENA - LATER 112

Enpty now, except for A CLEANI NG CREW sweepi ng up the
ref use.

BRUCE AND JOHNNY

Their team coats exchanged for their own, stand near one
of the aisle exits.

BRUCE
So what do you think was the
turni ng point?

JOHNNY

Well, it could' ve been at the
wei gh-in, or even before the fight,
in the dressing room The flashes
| had there, they seemto
correspond wth what ended up
happeni ng.

(beat)
Then again. ..

BRUCE
What ?

JOHNNY
"Change one detail and all of
Iife changes," right?

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
Do you think sonetinmes that one
detail can just be you, and what

you're willing to believe, have
faith in?

BRUCE
Maybe... if that belief touches

soneone el se.

And he nods down to the ring, where a solitary figure is
st eppi ng through the ropes, a snmall gym bag in one hand.

JOHNNY
"1l meet you outside, okay.

Bruce nods and we stay on himfor a beat as he watches
Johnny head toward the ring. And then he smles ruefully,
heads through the exit.

| NT. ARENA - RI NG

Danny Avila, his cuts stitched and taped, stands in the
enpty ring.

JOHNNY (O S.
Heard there was a hel
here tonight.

)
of a fight

He's standing on the apron just outside the ropes.

AVI LA
| lost, 'case you didn't notice.
"Course, | also didn't die... or

knock the guy out.

J OHNNY
No? Looked to ne |ike he was
saved by the bell.

And Avila smles; he's still not sure if Johnny was
bul I shitting himabout his visions, but he also knows
what Johnny's support and faith did for him

AVI LA
Yeah, you can argue that. But |
still don't think this is going
to help your career as a psychic.
JOHNNY
(lightly)

Now t hat woul d be a tragedy,
wouldn't it?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

He holds up the rope for Avila. W watch fromthe ring
as they head back up the aisle, and perhaps we again hear
the ROAR of the crowd, fromfights past or fights still
to cone.

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FOUR

THE END
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