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DEAD ZONE: COLD HARD TRUTH - CAST & SETS
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THE DEAD ZONE

“COLD HARD TRUTH”

CAST

JOHNNY SMITH

BRUCE LEWIS

SARAH BANNERMAN

WALT BANNERMAN

J.J. BANNERMAN

NON-SPEAKING

CONSTRUCTION WORKERS
LOCALS/CROWD OF PEOPLE
BIKERS

RADIO STATION RECEPTIONIST
CHINESE FOOD DELIVERY BOY
CHINESE RESTAURANT WAITER
CHINESE RESTAURANT CHEF
STUDENTS/TEACHERS @ J.J.’S SCHOOL
SHERIFF’S DEPUTIES

10-YEAR OLD PIANO STUDENT
TWO FRIENDS OF J.J.
JERICHOS’ MAID

JERICHOS’ SON (TODDLER BOQY)

JACK JERICHO

MARGARET JERICHO

MITCHELL NOZAWA

RADIO ENGINEER (JERRY)

DR. MONICA

MEDICAL INTERN

CHARLES *

VOICES ON RADIO

TIPSY YOUNG WOMAN (THELMA)

GRUFF GUY (BILL)

EARNEST YOUNG WOMAN (MARIE)

FRAT GUY (BRAD)

OLD WOMAN

MALE CALLER 1

MALE CALLER 2

FEMALE CALLER 1

YOUNG DUDE (CHAD)
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THE DEAD ZONE

“COLD HARD TRUTH”

SETS
INTERIORS EXTERIORS
SMITH HOME BANNERMAN HOUSE
FOYER/FRONT DOOR PORCH

KITCHEN
PENOBSCOT COUNTY VISTA
BANNERMAN HOUSE

FOYER/PORCH CLEAVES MILLS MAIN STREET
LIVING ROOM
J.J.”S BEDROOM GAS STATION
RADIO STATION BUILDING BIKERS’ CLUB
BUILDING LOBBY
ELEVATOR RADIO STATION BUILDING
ROOF STREET BELOW
RADIO STATION OFFICE
RECEPTION CHINESE RESTARAUNT
BROADCAST BOOTH/
CONTROL ROOM JERICHO’ S APARTMENT BUILDING

ELEMENTARY SHCHOOL
NURSE’S OFFICE
CORRIDOR

CHINESE RESTAURANT

JERICHO’S STUDIO APARTMENT
JERICHOS’ HIGH-RISE HOTEL SUITE
HOSPITAL EXAM ROOM

JERICHO’S EX-WIFE’S HOUSE
VEHICLES

JOHNNY’S JEEP

PICK-UP TRUCK

HARLEY MOTORCYCLES

SHERIFFE’S CRUISER

JERICHO’S CAR
CARS PARKED AT RADIO STATION



DEAD ZONE: COLD HARD TRUTH - TEASER - 11/27/03 - BLUE 1.

THE DEAD ZONE

"THE COLD HARD TRUTH"

TEASER
FADE | N:
EXT. WDE VI STA - PENOBSCOT COUNTY - DAY

A famliar Jeep rolls down the highway between C eaves
MIls and Bangor. Over this idyllic vista we HEAR a radio
being tuned - bits of news, sports, oldies - regional AM
Radi o chatter - finally |anding on..

MALE DJ (RADI O
...and you're back with Jack
Jericho, the man you | ove to hate,
here on "THE COLD HARD TRUTH'. ..

E.C U A CIGARETTE BEING LIT
Exhal ed snoke swirling around a m crophone.

JERICHO (O . S.)
...Charles fromd eaves M1 s,
you're on the air..

A hand, still holding the cigarette, punches a blinking
call button.

EXT. MAIN STREET CLEAVES M LLS - DAY

Several CONSTRUCTI ON WORKERS st and around a pi ckup truck
drinking coffee, listening to their radio.

CHARLES ( RADI O
Yeah, | just want to say, |'ve
been a mail carrier for fifteen
years and | don't appreciate the
way you run down ny fellow postal
wor ker s.

E.C U A CUP OF COFFEE

Bei ng sweetened with a slug of scotch by the unseen
Jericho.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

JERICHO (O S.)
Charles... far be it fromnme to
di sparage the U S. Ml Service,
my daily dose of hate nmail arrives
through rain or sleet or Anthrax
scares. ..

EXT. GAS STATION - DAY

Several LOCALS punp gas, the DJ's voice echoing around
t hem

JERI CHO ( RADI O)
...l was only wondering al oud why
your fellow postal enployees go
crazy and kill each other with
such regularity that we had to
come up with a new verb, "going
postal." | nean, just what is so
stressful about nmaking us al
wait in line endlessly for bad
service?

E.C. U A HAND

Punches the call button, sending Charles to oblivion,
t hen punches the next blinking call.

JERICHO (O S.)
"Tiny" you're on the air.

EXT. BI KER CLUB HOUSE - DAY

A row of Harley's in front of a scary | ooking dive.
Several BIKERS loiter nenacingly, listening to the radio
as their Leader "TINY" talks into a cell phone.

TI NY
Yeah bro, this is Tiny fromthe
Penobscot chapter of the Vipers,
| just want to say we all dig
your show and rem nd your |isteners
that our local "LOVE RALLY" is
happeni ng tonmorrow, so if they
want to donate any toys for
di sadvant aged ki ds they can still
drop them off at the cl ubhouse.
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E.C U A WORN PAIR OF SNAKESKI N BOOTS

11/20/03 - WH TE 3.

Resting on the edge of the control board. The boots slide

off to the ground as Jericho (still u
the mc.

JERICHO (O S.)

nseen) leans in to

Thanks for the public service

announcenent "Tiny". It's

really

t ouchi ng how you guys take tine

of f your busy schedule of d
and dealing crank to spread
| ove.
TINY - AT THE CLUBHOUSE
Not taking this well.
TI NY
Hey. It's for the kids you
BANG TIGHT ON A CALL BUTTON
As another caller is silenced.

JERICHO (O S.)
Yeah right. Mre like it's

rinking
t he

f or

court-ordered community service.

A hand stubs out an unfiltered Canel
newspaper.

JERICHO (O S.)
Let's give the phones a res
check today's big stories.
Any good pl ane crashes?
sonet hi ng. ..

E. C. U. NEWSPAPER PHOTO

A car being winched out of the water
I nset tabloid style is a photo of Joh

JERICHO (O S.)
My favorite local celebrity

and throws open a

t and
Hhmmm . .
Here's

by a tow truck
nny Smth.

is in

t he news again. Miine' s own Johnny

Smith is up to his old head

i ne

grabbing tricks -- this tine

supposedl y saving a drowned
girl froma sunken car... o
real ly?

little
h

10
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ANOTHER HAND PUNCHES A BUTTON

Pull back to reveal

| NT. JEEP - JOHNNY AND BRUCE - MOVI NG
Bruce just shut off the radio.
BRUCE

You don't need to listen to that
knuckl ehead.

JOHNNY
This guy's been riding nme since |
got arrested. | want to hear

what he says.
Johnny punches the radi o back on.

JERI CHO

(readi ng)
"Accordi ng to Penobscot County
Sheriff Walt Bannerman, Smth's
visions allowed himto | ocate the
vehicle in time for paranedics to
revive both her and her father."

(derisive)
Sheriff Bannerman can't seemto
solve a case wthout calling in
hi s human Quija board Johnny Smth.
Pretty soon when you dial 911
around here, you're going to get
the "Psychic Friends Network."

BRUCE
That's col d..

JERI CHO ( RADI O

In fact, why don't we just pin a
badge on Johnny Smth and cut out
the m ddl e man since he's already
doing the Sheriff's job -- maybe
in nmore ways than one. Anybody
seen that hottie wife of Sheriff
Banner man' s?

Johnny sl ans on the brakes and grinds to a halt on the
shoul der.

JERI CHO ( RADI O
You couldn't m ss her, standing
by her man on those Bannerman for
Sheriff signs.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 12

JERI CHO (RADI O) ( CONT' D)
Apparently she used to be engaged
to Johnny Smth but she dunped
himfor the Sheriff during Johnny's
i nfanous coma. Now they're al
"friends". What's up with that?

Bruce punches off the radio, he can see that Johnny is
starting to lose it.

BRUCE
Don't listen to that stuff man,
it'"ll make you crazy.

Wthout a word, Johnny puts the car in gear and guns it
back onto the road, hanging a U-turn.

BRUCE
John, no... what are you doi ng?
EXT. WPOV OFFI CE BUI LDI NG - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY - VFX 13

Raki ng up the side of the roughly ten story building, an
ol d fashioned radio tower dom nating the roof.

I NT. WPOV OFFI CES - RECEPTI ON AREA - DAY 14

Johnny steps off the elevator in a tight |ipped fury,
Bruce trailing worriedly. They find Station Manager
M TCHELL NOZAWA, a m | d | ooki ng Japanese Aneri can,
revi ewi ng nessages wth a RECEPTI ONI ST.

Beyond themin the background, seen through the gl ass of
the tiny broadcast booth, with his back to us as he
continues to bark at the world, is Jericho.
JOHNNY
| want to speak to whoever is in
charge here.
NOZAVWA
(recogni zing him
Mtchell Nozawa, station nmanager.

Johnny sees Jericho, goes straight for him..

CLOSER ON THE BROADCAST BOOTH

As Jericho goes to a commercial, still seen from behi nd.

( CONTI NUED)
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JERI CHO
...We'll be back with nore of the
Cold Hard Truth after this word
fromone of our brave sponsors..

JOHNNY

bangs on the glass. Jericho turns, revealing the face
behind the voice. He reacts to Johnny.

JERI CHO
Johnny Sm t h?

JOHNNY
| don't give a damn what you say
about nme, but ny friends are off
[imts.

JERI CHO
Ladi es and gentlenmen, Johnny Smth
has decided to conme down to the
station personally to | odge a
conpl ai nt.

Jericho has stepped out of the booth, mc in hand, yanking
the cabl e along behind him Bruce intervenes.

BRUCE
C nmon Johnny you don't need this.

NOZAWA
Jack, please, go back inside.

Johnny and Jericho ignore the others. Jericho nods toward
the "ON THE AIR" |ight.

JERI CHO
C nmon John, you got a problem
let's get it out on the air, know
what | nean?

JOHNNY
Look I'"m not doing this. Just
have sone respect and lay off ny
friends, okay?

JERI CHO
Respect? For a second rate
carnival act who passes hinself
off as a real psychic? "Real
Psychi c?" There's an oxynoron
for you. C non Johnny, let's see
just how good you are. Make a
predi ction.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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14 CONTI NUED:  ( 2) 14
JERI CHO ( CONT' D)
Ri ght now, on the air, a freebie
for our |isteners.
Jericho waves the mc in Johnny's face. Johnny bats the
mc away, triggering:
15 A VISION - FALLI NG POV 15

A nont age of images; disjointed, nysterious, all sharing
the sanme horrific nonentum

15A° - A RED ORB FALLI NG SI LENTLY THROUGH A NI GHT SKYLI NE, 15A

15B - A FI ST CONNECTI NG WTH JERI CHO S JAW 15B

15C - A POV RUSH NG TOMRD AN OPEN W NDOW (NI GHT) 15C

15D - POWNERFUL, TATTOCED ARM5, SHOVI NG JERI CHO, SNAPPI NG H S 15D
HEAD BACK

15 - A GLINT OF A WOVAN' S REFLECTI ON ON THE GLASS OF A 15E
W NDOW

15F - A POV SOARI NG OQUT THE W NDOW | NTO THE NI GHT - REVEALI NG 15F

THE GROUND TEN STORI ES BELOW BEFORE SPI NNI NG | NTO A
BLUR. (NOTE: AND WTH THI S BLUR, OR A SI M LAR DEVI CE,
WE ARE TRANSI TI ONI NG | NTO A DI FFERENT VI SION OF A

D FFERENT FALL, THOUGH THI'S IS SOVETH NG A VI EWNER SHOULD
REALI ZE ONLY | N RETROSPECT. )

15G - THE BLUR STABI LI ZES AS WE CONTI NUE TO FALL, AND NOW W\E 15G
REVEAL WHO S FALLING - IT'S JERICHO - AND WVE FOLLOW H M
AS HE PLUMMETS TO EARTH, LANDI NG ON TOP OF A CAR, THE
W NDOWS EXPLCDI NG OQUTWARD ON | MPACT.

16 RESUME SCENE 16

Ri ppi ng back out of his eye to reveal Johnny as he rel eases
the mc, still reeling fromthe inpact. Jericho continues
to press Johnny.

JERI CHO
C nmon Johnny, one prediction,
that's all |'m asking..

Bruce is trying to pull Johnny away, but Johnny shakes
hi m of f.

JOHNNY

That big nmouth of yours is going
to get you kill ed.

( CONTI NUED)
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TEASER -

Jericho just laughs in disbelief.

12/ 9/ 03 YELLOW TA

( CONTI NUED)
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16  CONTINUED: (2)

JERI CHO
Is that a prediction or a threat?
Cuz if you want to kill me Johnny,

you're going to have to get in
I'ine.

Johnny covers the mc wth his hand, |ocks eyes with
Jericho.

J OHNNY
It's the truth.

JERI CHO

(quietly to Johnny)
W'l | see about that.

(then into the mc)
Let's find out what the |isteners
think. Time for an instant poll
s Johnny Smth a fake? O am|
a dead man? Lets go to the phones.

O f Johnny and Bruce's reaction..

FADE QUT.
END OF TEASER

16
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FADE | N:

ACT ONE

| NT. RADI O STATI ON - RECEPTI ON AREA - DAY

PINK 9.

A CH NESE FOOD DELI VERY KI D heads into the offices as

Johnny and Bruce exit,

foll owed by an anxi ous Nozawa.

Johnny wat ches Jericho continue ranting in the b.g.

Nozawa' s dubi ous,

Nozawa noves off as Johnny gives Bruce a | ook.

JOHNNY
(re: vision)
Listen to nme. \Wat happened in

there... that wasn't an act.
He's going to insult the wong
person and get killed. If there's

any way you could get himto take
this seriously...

NOZAVWA
| don't know. Jack's got his own
mnd... and these days it's not

too open to conflicting opinions.
(brightening)

Hey, ever considered doing a show

of your own?

JOHNNY
You're offering ne a job?

NOZAWA
(hol ds out a card)
W al ready have an on-air
t herapi st. Wiy not a psychic?
The hours are easy and |'m sure
we coul d make the nunbers work in
your favor.

JOHNNY
Look I"mreally not interested..

BRUCE
(snat ching the card)
He nmay not be interested...

Jericho pops his head out of his booth.

JERI CHO
Hey guys, guess what, |I'ma
psychi c.

not sure how seriously he takes Johnny.

Then

And he under hands a FORTUNE COOKI E at Johnny, which he

cat ches,

sending himinto --

17
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I NT. CHI NESE RESTAURANT - N GHT - VI SI ON 18

The Chinese delivery boy snashes into a chal kboard that
reads "Wednesday Di nner Specials." Reveal Johnny watching
as he turns to see what propelled the kid and sees a waiter
and a chef westling with an angry man in a postal uniform
(CHARLES), who has Jericho in a headl ock

RESUME SCENE 19

Johnny reacts to the vision, then cracks open the cookie.

J OHNNY
(reads)
"You will enmbark on an unwant ed

j ourney. "

He turns over the fortune, sees the nane of the restaurant --
LUCKY DRAGON CHI NESE SEAFOCOD RESTAURANT -- and sighs..

BRUCE
VWhat is it?

JOHNNY
Don't make any di nner plans.

The el evator has arrived. Johnny and Bruce step in as
Johnny's phone rings. He answers.

JOHNNY
Hel |l 0? Yes. Have you called his
parents? |'ll be right there.

Of his worried expression as he shuts the phone.

OM TTED 20

| NT. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NURSE' S OFFI CE - DAY 21

SARAH s already here, sitting next to J.J. on a BENCH as
she uses a handkerchief to clean up sone dried bl ood around
hi s nose.

SARAH
You're not in any trouble, J.J.
| just want to know why.

J.J. remains stoic, enbarrassed to have his nom cl eani ng
hi mup. The door opens, and J.J. |ooks up expectantly...
then reacts with barely conceal ed di sappoi nt nent and a
hi nt of confusion when he sees Johnny.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE:

CONTI NUED:

COLD HARD TRUTH - ACT ONE - 11/20/03
JOHNNY

Hey, J.J., how you doin'?
J.J.

Fi ne.
SARAH

He got in a fight. But he's not

sayi ng why... to nme anyway.

VH TE 11.

21

Relieved that's all it is, Johnny peers at J.J.'s slightly
brui sed face.

This gets

the one he greets WALT with as he enters now.

JOHNNY

Well, you | ook better than | did
after ny first fight. Professional
tip: Never try to block a punch

w th your face.

a slight smle fromJ.J.... but nothing |ike

J. J.
Dad!

Johnny stands; Walt is surprised and put off to see him

here. He

crosses to his son.

WALT
Hey big guy. Heard you had an
acci dent.

SARAH
Not an accident. A fight.

VWALT
A fight? Well, you don't | ook
too bad. How s that nose?

J. J.
You shoul d see the other guy.

WALT
That's ny boy.

J.J. smles.

SARAH
Vlt... this is serious.
WALT
O course. I'mjust glad he's

okay.

( CONTI NUED)
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There's definite tension here, though both adults are
conscious that J.J. is watching them closely, anxiously
searching for any signs of reconciliation. Wlt turns to
Johnny, wondering again why he's here.

WALT
Hey, Johnny. You get a vision or
were you just passing by?

JOHNNY
They cal l ed ne.

SARAH
Can | speak to you outside?

WALT
Sure. Back in a sec, chanp.

J.J. watches them go, disappointed, barely noticing as
Johnny sits beside himon the bench. A |ongish beat.

JOHNNY
So. You want to tal k about what
happened?
(J.J. shakes his head)
Ckay, no problem

Anot her | ong beat. Johnny starts nervously tapping his
foot. Then he realizes J.J. is unconsciously doing the
exact sane thing. He stops, a little unnerved by the
hint of "like-father-Ilike-son" convergence. A question
occurs to J.J.

J. J.
Wiy are you here?

Caught off guard, Johnny doesn't answer for a beat. Then:

JOHNNY
| guess because |I'mon the
energency list. They called ne
when they couldn't get your Mom
or Dad on the phone right away.

J. J.
Oh. Right.
This seens to satisfy him to Johnny's relief. And from
this awkward scene, we go to anot her
| NT. CORRI DOR QUTSI DE NURSE' S OFFI CE - DAY 22

Walt and Sarah try to have a private conversation in the

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 22

busy hal lway; they are forced to play opposite the words,
putting on a happy face for the occasional teacher who
passes by.

WALT
So who'd he get in the fight with?
SARAH
Eddy Girillo.
WALT
Crillo? If he's anything |like
his dad, |'msure he started it.
SARAH

They say J.J. went after this

kid. And it's not just the fight.
Hi s grades are slipping. He won't
listen to a word | say. Ever
since you left, he's been doing
everything he can to get into

troubl e.

WALT
"Il talk to him

SARAH
What, |like you just talked to him
now? He needs nore than that...
W need nore than that. | think

we should get sone famly
counsel i ng.

WALT
No. |'mnot going to have sone
stranger tell ne what's wong
wth ny famly. | know what's
wong wth ny famly -- and so do
you. The question is, what are
we going to do about it?

CUT TO

JOHNNY AND J. J. 23

Both tapping their feet in unison again. This tine, it's
J.J. who notices first, then stops hinself, not |iking
where his thoughts are taking him Just then, Sarah and
Walt return.

SARAH
Crmon J.J., let's get you hone.

( CONTI NUED)
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J. J.
| want to go with Dad.
SARAH
Dad's not com ng hone with us,
J. J.
J. J.

| want to go with you, Dad.

VWalt hesitates. Johnny stares at his shoes, not sure if
this is none of his business or all his fault.

WALT
['I1 drive himhome.
(then to J.J.)

But J.J.... that doesn't nean |
can stay.

J. J.
| know.

Walt wal ks off with J.J., |eaving Johnny and Sarah behi nd.

They exchange a | ook, but neither one knows what to say.

SARAH
| have to go.

Johnny just nods, and Sarah goes, |eaving himalone. He
sighs, exhaling |ike he's been holding his breath for the
| ast five m nutes.

EXT. LUCKY DRAGON CHI NESE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Johnny's Jeep angl e-parked out front, along with several
ot her cars.

BRUCE (V. Q.)
(resonant DJ voi ce)
And wel cone back, |adies and
gentl emen, to WPOV, where you are
riffin with Da Kid...

| NT. CHI NESE RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Fi ndi ng Johnny and Bruce burrowed into a back booth.
Bruce grabs a handful of crispy noodles as he "riffs."

BRUCE (Cont' d)
...comn' at'chya wth the fresh
sounds and sweet conversati on.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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BRUCE (Cont' d)
(beat)
Wel |, whadaya t hi nk?

Johnny just eyes himevenly over his tea.

JOHNNY
Don't Bogart all the noodles.

BRUCE
Thank you. Thank you for your
generous support. Now can we
order, 'cause |'m starved?

JOHNNY
Not vyet.

He turns to | ook at a booth across the restaurant. It's
occupi ed by Jericho, wearing a WPOV JACKET and snoki ng
while draining a tall Mai Tai, too lit-up to even notice
their presence. The Wdnesday Speci als BLACKBOARD i s
propped near him Bruce follows the | ook, reacts..

BRUCE
Oh man, when were you gonna tel
me we were workin'?

JOHNNY

Soon as you finished "riffin""
BRUCE

| still don't get it. W are

very nmuch on the ground | eve
here. You said he gets pushed
off a tall building.

JOHNNY
(nods)
And if that's where the vision
ends, maybe this is where it
begi ns. ..

And he nods to the door, Bruce following his |ook to see.

ANGLE - CHARLES THE ANGRY MNAI LNVAN
as he enters and spots Jericho, then heads toward him

CHARLES
Your nane Jericho?

( CONTI NUED)
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JERI CHO
(quite drunk)
Sorry, never sign autographs while
|"mdrinking. "Quality Control."

CHARLES
| don't want your damm aut ograph.
| called your show today.

Clearly agitated, he sits down opposite Jericho.
JERI CHO
Ch yeah? Say, you're not one of
t hose "di sgruntl ed" postal workers,
are you?

CHARLES
As a matter of fact, | am

And he lunges across the table at Jericho.

W TH BRUCE AND JOHNNY
Bruce starts to rise, but Johnny hol ds hi m back.
JOHNNY

(re: Charles)
Let's give hima chance to nmake

nmy point.

Bruce gives hima curious | ook, then | ooks back at --

THE FI GHT

A waiter, chef and the delivery boy seen earlier are
converging on the fracas. Charles is throwng little
rabbit punches at Jericho, who's hanging on to him not
trying overly hard to defend hinself, as neanwhile --
BRUCE & JOHNNY LOOK ON

Bruce is increasingly alarnmed, but we sense Johnny doesn't
mnd letting Charles get a fewlicks in. To Bruce:

JOHNNY
Not vyet. ..

And now - -

( CONTI NUED)
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THE DELI VERY KI D

is knocked into the SPECI ALS BOARD, as in Johnny's fortune
cooki e vision, and Bruce has seen enough. Rising:

BRUCE
"Il take the nmil man.

And as he noves to intervene, Johnny trailing, Johnny
sees --

CHARLES

rearing back to deliver the big punch that Johnny now
realizes he saw connecting with Jericho's jawin the
falling vision in the Teaser. Only Bruce is noving in
bet ween them . .

J OHNNY
Bruce, watch out--

But the warning cones too |ate as the punch hits Bruce

i nstead, knocking himon his ass. The staff finally
subdues the disgruntled postal worker as Johnny rushes to
hel p Bruce up

JOHNNY
Sorry about that. You okay?

( CONTI NUED)
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BRUCE
(rubbing his jaw)
Tell me you didn't see that com ng.

EXT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT 26

FLASHI NG LI GATS strobe the restaurant exterior as a
sheriff's deputy stuffs Charles into the back of a cruiser
PULLI NG BACK to find Jericho being hel ped across the street
by Johnny and Bruce. He sounds |ess than grateful (and
still very drunk).

JERI CHO
You guys stal ki ng nme?

JOHNNY
| told you | had a vision. That
big nmouth of yours is going to
get you kill ed.

JERI CHO
(slurred)
Not that again. Wy don't you
predi ct sonething useful, like

what pony to bet on in the fourth
race tonorrow?

Johnny sighs. They find JERICHO S CAR -- a beat-up sedan
wi th a WOV BUMPER STI CKER advertising his show -- parked
in front of the station, its tires sl ashed.

BRUCE
Let nme guess, another one of your
| oyal fans expressing their

gratitude.
JERI CHO
At least | know they're |istening.
JOHNNY
C mon, we'll give you a ride.
EXT. JERI CHO S APARTMENT HOUSE - NI GHT 27

An old building in a run-down nei ghborhood. The Jeep
lurches to a stop. Johnny and Bruce turn to | ook at
Jericho. He's passed out.

JOHNNY

(re: sleeping beauty)
Geat...

( CONTI NUED)
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BRUCE
Can't we just |eave himby the
curb? Tonmorrow s trash day.

JOHNNY
(getting out)
Just give ne a hand.

I NT. JERI CHO S STUDI O APARTMENT - NI GHT

Lights go on to reveal an unmade pul |l -out bed, heaped
di shes and take-out containers, and a junble of packing
boxes. Bruce | ooks around the room

BRUCE
Apparently, being a radio D.J.
doesn't pay what it used to.

They half steer, half carry Jericho inside and dunp him
on the bed. Bruce rubs his jaw again; he's had enough.

BRUCE
Let's call it a night.
JOHNNY
Gve ne a mnute.
BRUCE
(what ever)

['lI]l be in the car.

Bruce exits as Johnny eyes Jericho who's still pretty out
of it, munbling to hinself occasionally. Johnny's clearly
not going to be able to make nuch headway reasoning with
himtonight. Instead, he lifts Jericho's feet up on the
bed, then | ooks around, curious about all the boxes. He

t ouches one, hears..

A CACOPHONY OF ANGRY VO CES. An 'auditory vision.' He
pul s his hand away and the voi ces stop.

The box is taped shut. So are the others. Johnny gl ances
at Jericho -- still out cold on the bed -- then tries
touching a few nore... and hears nore of the sanme: nore
voi ces, all angry, but too junbled to nmake out many words,
t hough we do hear Jericho's nane.

The circuit of boxes brings himto a desk close to the

bed. He sees an open drawer filled with letters. No,

not letters, cards -- BIRTHDAY CARDS. They're sitting in

a stack, looking |like they' ve never been mailed. But as
Johnny reaches for one... the drawer SLAMS SHUT and Jericho
GRABS H 'S ARM spinning Johnny to face him --

27
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FALLI NG VI SI ON - REDUX 29

The sane disjointed, nysterious nontage we saw before: a
red orb falling silently through a night skyline; POV
rushing toward an open w ndow, tattooed arns, shoving
Jericho; the glint of the woman's reflection on the w ndow
gl ass; a POV soaring out the window into the night; the
blurring fall ending with Jericho crashing into the parked
car.

(However, we've |ost one image: the punch, which was thrown
by the mailman in the fight that just happened. As a
result, those tattooed arns now seemto nore clearly bel ong
to sonmeone who will push Jericho over the edge.)

RESUME SCENE 30
Jericho is sitting up in bed, drunkenly shouting at Johnny.

JERI CHO
| don't want you touching ny stuff!

JOHNNY
I"mtrying to save your life.

JERI CHO
Just get out!

JOHNNY
(at the door)

Mnd telling nme one thing? Wat's
in all the boxes?

JERI CHO
You really wanna know?

And he angrily rips one open, revealing another stack of
| etters and envel opes, many different postnmarks.

JERI CHO
My hate mail .

And he smles an odd snile.

JERI CHO
"Ni ght, John.

Johnny cl oses the door behind him and we linger on his
di sturbed, puzzl ed expression.

FADE QOUT:
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO
FADE | N:
OM TTED

I NT. JOHNNY' S KI TCHEN - NEXT DAY

12/ 9/ 03 YELLOW 20.*

CLOSE ON A STREAM OF COFFEE as it hits a nug.

JOHNNY (O S.)
You still take yours black?

And as we pull back and he turns, we reveal his guest:

Sar ah.

SARAH
Yeah. ..
(rueful)

Guess sone things don't change.

Johnny brings her the nug, eyeing her

t houghtfully. She's

cone here for a reason, but she hasn't disclosed it yet.

SARAH
Thanks.

JOHNNY
(picking up his own
hal f-full rnug)
Everyt hi ng okay?

SARAH
Yeah. No. |I'mworried about
J. J. and | just needed soneone to
talk t | can't seemto talk to

Wl t about anyt hi ng anynore
it turning into a fight.

They each sip their coffee.

JOHNNY

Wi t hout

You know WAlt's crazy in | ove

w th you.

SARAH

s he? Lately it's been hard to

JOHNNY
How s J.J. taking all this?

( CONTI NUED)
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SARAH
That's what | wanted to talk to
you about... He finally told ne

why he got into that fight.
Apparently, sonme kids were teasing
hi m about sonet hing they heard on
the radio...

Johnny cl oses his eyes. He was afraid of this.

( CONTI NUED)
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SARAH (Cont' d)
...sonme talk radio jerk was going
of f about how Walt can't solve a
case w thout your help.

Johnny opens his eyes, and now there's anger in them

JOHNNY
| can't believe people let their
kids listen to that idiot.

SARAH
You know about this?

JOHNNY
Unfortunately, yes. H's nane is
Jack Jericho. He's been using ne
for comc fodder since ny arrest.

SARAH
But you were cl eared.
JOHNNY
Doesn't matter. |1'min the public

eye. That nekes ne fair gane.
Unfortunately, he didn't stop
t here.

SARAH
What do you nean?

JOHNNY
He al so insinuated things about
you and ne.

SARAH
About us? What kind of things?
D d he say anything about you and
J.J.?

JOHNNY
No, but it's only a matter of
time. The facts are out there --
dates, birthdays. |f anyone nade
a point of doing the math...

SARAH
J.J. can't find out this way.
We've got to be the ones to tel
hi m

J OHNNY
| know but. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 3) 32

SARAH
W can't wait too nuch | onger.

Johnny t hi nks.

JOHNNY
"Il talk to this guy again, see
if I can get himto lay off.

PRELAP: ROARI NG HARLEYS

OM TTED 33

EXT. RADI O STATI ON BUI LDI NG - DAY 33A

A hal f dozen GRIZZLED BIKERS | ed by Tiny, his "old | ady”
per ched behi nd hi mhol ding a BOOVBOX, pull up on their
hogs.

JERI CHO ( RADI O)
...Wo's this | see comng? Looks
like Tiny and the "Love Riders."

OM TTED 34
AND
35

| NT. RADI O STATI ON - BROADCAST BOOTH - CONTI NUCUS 36

Jericho is scanning the street wwth his binoculars. He's
cued an appropriate b.g. song like "Born to be WIld."

JERI CHO
The very idea of a bunch of knuckl e-
draggi ng bi kers bandi ng toget her
to pursue a higher calling is a
j oke. They're too | ow down on
the evolutionary scale..

JERI CHO S Bl NOCULAR POV 37

O Tiny disnmounting at the curb.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: COLD HARD TRUTH - ACT TWO - 12/9/03 YELLOW 23.*

CONTI NUED:

Hs girlfriend s apparently playing the broadcast on the
boonbox and he | ooks mghtily pissed.

JERICHO (O S.)
In fact, calling Tiny here a
Neanderthal is an insult to
Neanderthal s. Renmenber that nonkey
with the bone in "2001"? No,
that's still too kind. Basically,
this guy nust've crawl ed up on
| and on Saturday, traded his
flippers for arns on Sunday, and
got 'emtattooed on Monday.

And as Tiny |l ooks right up at us, eyes spelling nurder...

EXT. RADI O STATI ON BUI LDI NG - DAY

As Johnny also pulls up in his Jeep, am dst what's
beginning to ook |ike an angry bi ker convention. As he
gets out, a neaty hand | ands on his shoul der.

TINY (O S.)
Hey bro..

VI SION - LOWANG.E - JERI CHO

Is being lifted off the ground by two massive tattooed
arns, the sane tattooed arnms fromthe first vision --
Tiny's arms. We're looking up at both of their faces
from bel ow, nothing but blue sky framng them as Tiny
shoves Jericho out of frane.

RESUME

Johnny turns to find hinself staring up at man-nountain
Tiny, and those tattooed arns.

TI NY
What floor is the radio station
on?

J OHNNY
Sorry, I'mjust here to see ny
denti st.

And with that he rushes off into the building.

37
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| NT. RADI O STATI ON - RECEPTI ON AREA - DAY

Johnny exits the el evator and approaches the front desk,
where the Engineer is flirting with the receptionist.

Even though we hear Jericho on the air, the broadcast
booth is enpty, a pre-recorded commercial running. Johnny
nods to the enpty booth (See Addendum A).

JOHNNY
He didn't just go down, did he?

ENG NEER
Thi nk he went up to the roof.

JOHNNY
The roof?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 39
ENG NEER

Yeah, you know -- snoke, take in

the view It's nice up there.
The receptionist nods in agreenent, but Johnny's already
runni ng back to the el evator.
EXT. OFFI CE BU LDI NG ROOF - DAY 40
Johnny bangs through a fire door, only to find the roof
enpty. Hearing a COWOTI ON -- muffled shouts and curses
frombelow -- he rushes to the | edge, | ooks over and sees:
POV FROM ROOF

Jericho being choked by Tiny ten stories bel ow

EXT. STREET - LOW ANGLE MATCHI NG VI SI ON 41

As Tiny lifts Jericho then heaves him JERICHO flies
like a rag doll and bounces off a car, smacking his head.
A scrum of bi kers converge on him ready for a good ol d-
fashi oned beat-down. They're stopped by a shout.

TI NY
No! That's enough.

As they all turn to him surprised.
TI NY
Don't descend to his level. W've
got a Love Rally to get to.
Am d various snorts of assent, they begin nounting up.
JOHNNY rushes out in tinme to see the bikers roaring off,
then finds Jericho lying by the curb, groggy and groani ng.
A SKULL X-RAY |S SLAPPED UP AGAI NST AN | LLUM NATED VI EVER 42
MAN S VOCE (O S.)
Hm Looks |ike a m nor
concussi on.
| NT. HOSPI TAL EXAM NI NG ROOM - NI GHT 43
A nmuscul ar bl ack MALE I NTERN i s studying the X-Ray while

Jericho sits on an exam ning table, a hospital | D BRACELET
on his wist. Johnny watches, standing.

( CONTI NUED)
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| NTERN
(to Johnny)
You need to keep hi m awake for
anot her ei ght hours.

JOHNNY
Ei ght hours?

| NTERN
If he falls asleep and there's
swelling, there's a risk he could
end up in a cona.

JERI CHO
A coma? Does that nmean | could
wake up with psychic powers?
(grabs intern's arm
Johnny-styl e)
| see a malpractice suit in your
future.

The Intern jerks his arm away, then eyes Johnny gravely.

| NTERN
Tell your friend it's especially
inmportant to avoid injuries that
coul d aggravate his condition.

JERI CHO
Yeah? Wat ki nd of in--hey!

As Johnny jerks himto his feet. To the Intern:

JOHNNY
Thank you, and he's not ny friend.

As he hustles himaway fromthe Intern's icy stare..

JERI CHO
Were are we goi ng?

JOHNNY

Just about the last place | want
to take you

I NT. SM TH HOUSE - FOYER - N GHT

Dmy lit. Locks turn, then Johnny |eads Jericho inside.

JERI CHO
| didn't ask you to play baby-
sitter.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
Don't worry. Eight hours from
now, you're on your own.

(stops him
Hol d on.
He works an ALARM PANEL until it beeps off. Jericho notes

the security caneras.

JERI CHO
(firing up a Canel)
What's a psychic need security
for anyway -- can't you just use
your third eye?

JOHNNY
|"d rather you didn't snoke.

JERI CHO

'Course you'd rather. But since
it doesn't |look |ike you' re gonna
throw me out, how about finding
me an ashtray?

(entering living roon
Whoa, hold the phone, big-screen
TV alert. John, tell nme you've
got satellite and high def and
"1l take back nost of the bad
things |I've said about you.

J OHNNY
Satellite, no H D

JERI CHO
(pl oppi ng on the couch)
You're a stiff and a phony.

Johnny hands hi man ashtray.

JOHNNY
| brought you here for a reason.
W' ve got to talk.

JERI CHO
Tal k, huh? As in really "talk,"
i ke on Oprah? C non John, ny
frigging head' s pounding |Iike one
of those giant Japanese druns.
Save the mal e bonding stuff for
| at er.

Johnny sits across from Jericho.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2)

JOHNNY
So why are you doing it?

JERI CHO
Doi ng what, John?

He opens a vial of prescription painkillers, shakes out a
few, then tosses themback with a jolt fromhis flask

J OHNNY
That for instance.

JERI CHO
What are you, ny Monf

JOHNNY
C nmon, "Jack." Picking fights
wi th postal workers. Antagonizing
bi ker gangs. Cbviously, you' ve
got sone kind of death w sh

Acting bored, Jericho turns on the TV, starts flipping

channel s -- and sidesteps the issue.
JERI CHO
| just tell it like it is, John.

The cold hard truth. And if they
had any sense, they'd thank ne.

JOHNNY
| nstead of sending hate mail ?

JERI CHO
| worked hard for every one of
those letters. And that's
sonet hi ng nobody can take from
ne.

J OHNNY
No. But sonebody can take your
life. So tell me, is that the
pl an? Death by tal k show?

JERI CHO

Oh right, your big scary vision
JOHNNY

Listen to nme, | saw you--

But Jericho cuts himoff, flicking off the TV and standi ng.
JERI CHO

No, you listen to ne. You want
to play psychic head ganes? Fine.
MORE

( CONTI NUED)
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JERI CHO ( CONT' D)

Let's see what ny third eye tells
me about the fanmous Johnny Smth.

(pacing, rapid-fire)
| see a man with nore security
canmeras in his living roomthan
the Bellagio has in its high roller
pit... a man so paranoi d about
peopl e getting into his hernetic
little world that he spies on
hi nsel f.

(1 ooki ng around)
| see a man living in a 10, 000
square foot mansion, whose only
personal decorating touch is a 42-
inch plasma TV. | see a |lonely
screwed up guy who thinks he's
sone kind of savior, butting into
everyone el se's busi ness because
it keeps himtoo busy to take a
good long ook in the mrror.

And we see Johnny react as each point hits hone. Mich as
he dislikes Jericho, the man's insight commands respect.

JERI CHO
And now you want to save ne.
Save ne from.. what? Cigarettes
and booze? Getting nmy ass kicked?
O maybe the thing you really
want to save ne fromis life
that nessy bit of business that
everyone el se has to deal with
But not you, |ocked up in Xanadu
here, safe fromfeeling anything
that m ght even approximate a
human enoti on whil e you--

J OHNNY
| saw you fall

And sonehow this sinple statenment stops Jericho cold.

JERI CHO
What ?

JOHNNY
| saw you falling froma tal
buil ding. Ten stories, maybe
nor e.

Jericho remains silent, clearly disturbed. Johnny senses
he's touched a nerve, but he's not sure why.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
What's wong, Jack, fresh out of
rants? O are you thinking maybe,
just maybe, soneone else is telling
the cold hard truth for a change?

In response, Jericho flips on the TV again.
JERI CHO
Actually, | was thinking you could
at | east order sone novie channels.

Man cannot |ive on basic cable
al one.

The doorbell rings as Johnny stares at him stym ed.

45 ANGLE ON FRONT DOOR AS | T OPENS, REVEALI NG WALT

H's cruiser is in the driveway, |ight bar flashing.
JOHNNY
Wal t ?
WALT

It's J.J. He's mssing.

As Johnny reacts...

FADE QOUT:

END OF ACT TWO
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FADE | N:
I NT. VALT'
Walt drivi

Jericho si

COLD HARD TRUTH - ACT THREE - 11/20/03 - WH TE

ACT THREE

S CRUI SER - NI GHT
ng, Johnny beside him Jericho in the back.

JERI CHO

| can't believe this.

(when they turn)
| can't believe I'mdoing a ride-
al ong with Sheriff Bannernman..
|'"'mabout to neet the lovely Sarah --
all ny favorite characters from
"As the Psychic Turns."

WALT
(to Johnny; disgusted)
Tell me again why your friend' s
her e?

JOHNNY
It's a long story, but basically
he's got a concussion and |'ve
got to keep an eye on him
(a glance at Jericho)
And he's not ny friend.

JERI CHO
And | thought we were bonding.

JOHNNY & WALT
Shut up!

ts back, Johnny turns to Walt...

JOHNNY
So what happened?

WALT
Sarah thought he was upstairs
doi ng his homewor k, but when he
didn't come down for dinner..

JOHNNY
D d he take anything?

WALT
Hs jacket. But his bike's stil
in the garage, so he couldn't
have gone too far. Unless...
unl ess soneone pi cked hi m up.

JOHNNY
It's not your fault, Valt.

( CONTI NUED)
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WALT
It isn't? | should' ve been there.

Johnny doesn't know what to say. Jericho's been |istening,
and now he breaks the silence, his tone no |onger flippant.

JERI CHO

| ran away when | was ni ne.
(off their | ooks)

My parents had just told ne they
were getting divorced. They'd
been separated but | guess |
t hought they'd get back together
again, |ike always.

And now we shoot fromthe front, watching Walt's face and
Johnny's as Jericho continues.

JERI CHO ( Cont ' d)
So that night | packed ny Cub
Scout knapsack with extra
underwear, ny catcher's mtt and
my pet turtle, and took off. |
got as far as the Little League
field, then | realized not only
did I have no clue where | was

going, | didn't really want to

| eave. They were still ny parents,

broken up or not. So | went hone.
(beat)

"' msure your boy will be okay,

Sheriff.

VWalt nods, noved and grateful, as Johnny eyes Jericho
t houghtful ly, wondering at this uncharacteristic display
of enpat hy.

| NT. BANNERMAN HOUSE - NI GHT 47
A distraught Sarah is letting themin as she updates Walt.

SARAH
|'ve called all his friends
famlies. No one's seen or heard
fromhim

WALT
|'ve got ny guys checking the
video parlors, the train station,
anywhere he m ght've gone.

And right now they're just two worried parents, their
differences put aside. Sarah reacts to Jericho.

( CONTI NUED)
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J OHNNY
Sarah, this is Jack Jericho.

Jericho's been hangi ng back. He nods sonewhat sheepishly.

SARAH
(whi spering to Johnny)
Isn't he the one on the radio..
t he one who...?

And now it's Johnny's turn to nod sheepishly.

SARAH
Wy' s he here?

JOHNNY
It's a long story. Maybe | should
check upstairs, see if | can get
any hits off of anything.

WALT
'l make another run around the
bl ock.

Sarah's phone rings. She goes to answer. As Johnny heads
for the stairs, Jericho trailing..

INT. J.J."S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Johnny enters and begins touching various objects; nothing
tells himwhat he needs to know. Qur focus, though, is

on Jericho, who remains silent, thoughtful and troubled

as he takes in the room its childish furnishings, toys,
etc. W sense it's all affecting him He sees an open

wi ndow, frowns...

JERI CHO
You shoul dn't | eave wi ndows open.

JOHNNY
If it's bothering you, close it.

Jericho noves to do so, then notices sonething: a snudge
on the sill.

JERI CHO
Hey... M ster Psychic.

Johnny conmes over, notes the snmudge, touches it... WHOOSH
He reacts, surprised, then pokes his head out the w ndow.
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The dornmer w ndow protrudes over the steeply sloping roof.

Hol di ng onto the w ndow franme, Johnny |ooks around to the
side... and sees J.J. sitting on the roof, knees tucked
under his chin.

JOHNNY
Hey, J.J.

J. J.
Hey, M ster Smth.

Jericho pokes his head out the w ndow t oo.

JERI CHO
You nean he's been up there al
al ong?
JOHNNY
Guess so.
Johnny clinbs out.
JOHNNY
Thi s seat taken?
J. J.
(shrugs)

| should' ve figured you'd find
me. Who's your friend?

JOHNNY
Long story. And he's not ny
friend.
(a beat)
This is your secret spot, huh?
(anot her shrug)
Guess we've all got our secret

pl aces. |'ve got one too.
J.J.
You do?
JOHNNY
Yup.
J.J.
Is it on your roof?
JOHNNY
Well, if I told you, it wouldn't

be a secret anynore, would it?

A beat, then J.J. starts to open up a little.

( CONTI NUED)
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J. J.
Are ny nom and dad nmad?

JOHNNY
No, but they were pretty worried.

J.J.
| heard them | ooking for nme. But
| just wanted to be by nyself for
a while... to think, you know?

JOHNNY
What are you thinking about?
J.J.
| dunno... just thinking.
(a beat)
Can you really tell the future?
JOHNNY
Sonetinmes. \Wy?
J.J.
Are ny parents going to get a
di vor ce?
JOHNNY
(a long beat)
The truth is J.J.... that's not
sonmething | can predict... only

your nmom and dad can answer that.
But there is sonething | know for
sure. No matter what happens,
your nmom and dad | ove you, and
that's never going to change.

J.J. nods, a little conforted. But just alittle.
JOHNNY
Think you're ready to cone back
down?
A beat, then J.J. nods again. Johnny hel ps himback to
t he w ndow.

50 I NT. J.J.'S BEDROOM - N GHT - CONTI NUCUS 50

As Johnny helps J.J. inside, Walt and Sarah are entering
wi th Jericho follow ng

SARAH
Honey! You had us worried sick.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 50
She hugs himtight.

WALT
No kidding. Wat were you doing
up there?

J. J.
Not hi ng. ..

And as J.J. pulls his father into the famly hug..

FI NDI NG JERI CHO

hangi ng back by the door, reacting to this famly reunion,
uncharacteristically noved. He |ooks over at...

JOHNNY

who's al so standing apart fromthe scene, feeling shut

out again, and yet wondering now whose fault that really

is. He turns to the door... and sees Jericho's gone.

He's imedi ately worri ed.

| NT. BANNERMAN HOUSE - FI RST FLOOR - NI GHT 51
As Johnny cones down the stairs, glances around. He

notices the front door is open, Jericho having di sappeared
into the night. He steps onto the porch, |ooking for

him but finds only his discarded HOSPI TAL |.D. TAG He
picks it up, triggering:

REPRI SE FALLI NG VI SI ON 52
Faster. Farther. Mre horrific. Mre real. The woman's
face is nore distinct. The red orb nore nysterious.
Jericho's fall ending with even nore inpact!

OFF JOHNNY 53

As he conmes out of it, profoundly worried now...

EXT. WPOV OFFI CE BUI LDI NG - NEXT DAY - ESTABLI SHI NG 54

Johnny's Jeep parked out front.
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| NT. RADI O STATI ON - RECEPTI ON AREA

Johnny is follow ng Nozawa around as he tends to business.
A feel-good therapist D.J., DR MONICA is in the booth.

NOZAWA
"' mnot sure | understand, M ster
Smth. Are you saying he's
danger ous?

JOHNNY
Only to hinself. | think he m ght
actually want soneone to Kkill
him He's using his radi o show
to fulfill a death w sh.

NOZAWA
After yesterday, that doesn't
surprise ne.

JOHNNY
Maybe if you could just take him
off the air, for alittle while,
until he can get sone help..

NOZAWA
Actually, | can do better than
that. | left hima nessage this

morning. He's fired.

J OHNNY
Fi red?

This is nore than Johnny wanted, and he inmediately worries
what the effect on Jericho will be.

NOZAVA
Low ratings. Yesterday's little
fracas clinched it. I'mtrying

to run a radio station, not renake
"The WId One."

(i ndi cates DJ boot h)
| " ve got Doctor Mbonica covering,
but nmy offer still stands if you're
i nt er est ed.

JOHNNY
Isn't there anyone he's close to
who could help hin? A famly
menber, or a friend?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

NOZAVWA
|'"d say you're the closest thing
to a friend he's got right now,
and if you see him tell himhe
can pick up his junk, along with
hi s | ast check.

He indicates a couple of TAPED PACKI NG BOXES near the
boot h. Johnny noves cl oser, sees an AWARD PLAQUE that's

55

sitting on top of one of them It says, "1994 COVMUNI CATOR

OF THE YEAR " As he picks it up..

I NT. HOTEL SU TE - NIGHT - VISION - CLOSE ON A WOVAN

Young and pretty, a VEDDI NG RI NG vi si bl e as she adjusts
Jericho's formal bow tie. He also |ooks younger and

happi er; he's snoking a Cl GAR.  She teases him playfully:

WOVAN
You're not going to insult them
for giving you an award, are you?

JERI CHO
(G oucho)
| refuse to belong to any club
t hat woul d have ne as a nenber.

WOVAN
That's the spirit.

And the vision ends on her smle, but in an odd way: a
glint of another woman's REFLECTION -- or is it the sane
woman? -- briefly shimering over, only this face is
contorted in horror, hands half covering a nouth frozen
in a silent scream..

RESUME J OHNNY

As he turns back to Nozawa. ..

JOHNNY

He has a wife... or an ex-w fe.
NOZAWA

Well, you know, he did nmention an

ex once or twce.

The receptionist holds up a phone for him As he wal ks
away':

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 57

NOZAWA
(re: Engineer)
Talk to Jerry, he m ght know how
to get ahold of her.

O f Johnny, studying the award, as we PRE-LAP the nuted
sound of a piano student playing a hesitant waltz.
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CLOSE ANGLE - A POST-IT WTH A STREET ADDRESS 58

PULLI NG BACK to reveal Johnny checking it as he sits in
his Jeep. He's parked by the curb al ongsi de:

EXT. JERICHO S EX-WFE' S HOUSE - DAY 59

A nodest two-story affair. The piano nusic stops. A

| ong beat, then the door opens and MARGARET JERI CHO, ol der
now and careworn, ushers out a ten-year old girl carrying
nmusi ¢ books. As he gets out of the Jeep, Johnny watches
Margaret bend to zip the girl's jacket a little tighter,
then stroke her hair. W can see the affection in the
gestures, and the | oneliness.

MOVI NG W TH JOHNNY as he heads up the front wal k, calling
to Margaret as she's about to cl ose the door.

JOHNNY
Ms. Jericho? Hi, ny nanme is John
Sm th.

MARGARET

And ny last nane isn't Jericho
any nore. Wat do you want?

JOHNNY
| was hoping | could talk to you
about your ex-husband, Jack.

She's taken aback by the nention of his nane.

MARGARET
|"msorry. That was a long tine
ago. It's not sonething I want
to discuss.

JOHNNY
| understand. If you won't talk
to me, maybe you could give hima
call. He's in a kind of bad way
and could really use a friend.

MARGARET
| haven't talked to Jack in years
and |'m not about to start, no
matter what kind of trouble he's
in. I'"msorry you wasted your
time. Goodbye.

She shuts the door and | ocks it. Defeated, Johnny takes
a few steps down the wal k... then goes back, reaches out
and touches the door with his fingertips. A Dead Zone
WHOCSH as - -
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VI SION - OUR VI EW MOVES THROUGH THE DOOR 60

To find Margaret |eaning on the other side and sobbing
quietly. Canera lingers on her a beat, then reverses its
noti on, going back through the door to find --

JOHNNY 61

realizing there's clearly still sonme deep connection

bet ween Jericho and his ex-wife. But that doesn't nake

it any easier to reach her. He takes a CARD for the radio
station fromhis wallet, slips it under the door.

| NTERCUT: ANGLE | NSI DE THE DOOR 62
as it slips under. Margaret, still crying, |ooks down.
JOHNNY

Ms. Jericho, if you change your
m nd, you can reach himthrough
the radio station. |I'msorry |
bot hered you.

As he wal ks away, canera lingers a beat on Margaret, stil
| ooking at the card but making no nove to pick it up.
EXT. BANNERMVAN HOUSE - DAY 63

Johnny pulls up to find J.J. playing STREET HOCKEY w th
TWO FRI ENDS out front. Johnny gets out and approaches.

JOHNNY
Hey, J.J.

J.J.
Hey, Johnny.

JOHNNY

Your nom hone?
J.J. shakes his head as he passes the ball to a friend.

J.J.
She had a job interview, she'l
be back in alittle while.
(alittle suspicious)
Why do you want to see her?

JOHNNY
Just wanted to tell her sonething.

He picks up a hockey stick |ying on the curb.

( CONTI NUED)
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63 CONTI NUED: 63

JOHNNY
Hey, pass it here.

J.J. smles, shoots himthe ball. But as it hits Johnny's
stick, we RAMP fromit up the stick to Johnny and into --

64 | NT. BANNERVAN LI VI NG ROOM - DAY - VI SION 64

Where Johnny, WAlt and Sarah sit with J.J. -- and we don't
need to hear the words to know that J.J. has just been
told Johnny is his father. He |ooks from Sarah, to Walt,
to Johnny, a | ook of betrayal growi ng across his face as
he shakes his head "no". Sarah tries to wap himin a

not herly hug, but he pulls away and runs out, confused
and devastated. Walt | ooks to Johnny and Sarah, then
goes after him Sarah squeezes Johnny's arm supportively,
then follows, |eaving himalone, his own expression as

pai ned as his son's. It went about as badly as it could.

J.J. (OS)
C non, shoot it back!

Vi sion Johnny turns as we --

65 RESUVE SCENE 65
Looki ng very unsettled, Johnny shoots the ball back.

JOHNNY
Tell your nom | stopped by, okay?

J.J.
" Kay.

| ready back into his gane, shouting and | aughing

S a
h his friends. Johnny gets back in his Jeep, watches
f

He'
wi t
J.J. for a beat, then his eyes track --

65A THE RED BALL 65A

as it skitters fromstick to stick
66 OM TTED 66

67 RESUME  J OHNNY 67
The ball recalling sonething else: the nysterious falling

orb. Another fragment of the visionary puzzle he's trying
to pi ece together

( CONTI NUED)
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But now hi s phone rings,
answers.

67

snapping himout of it. He

JOHNNY

Bruce?
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| NTERCUT: EXT. WPOV OFFI CE BUI LDI NG - DAY

Phone to his ear, Bruce is pushing through a crowd of

peopl e, sone rushing ahead of him all | ooking up.
BRUCE
| found him
JOHNNY
Wher e?
BRUCE

Turn on your radio.

J OHNNY
He's back on the air?

BRUCE
Yeah, only this tinme he's the one
calling in.

Johnny punches on the radio.

JERI CHO (RADI O
No, Mtch, you listen to ne.

EXT. WPOV OFFI CE BU LDI NG ROOF - DAY

CLOSE ON A PORTABLE RADIO sitting on a | edge, nothing
but sky and a hazy cityscape beyond it. A pair of faded
snakeski n cowboy boots step over it.

JERICHO (O S. & RADIO
That shiny new Beener of yours?
You cut ne off and I'll do a swan
dive right into it.

As we reveal Jericho pacing on the |edge, talking on his
cell, seemngly oblivious to the dizzying drop.

JERI CHO
And, fol ks, what could be nore
appropriate than a swan dive on
this, nmy swan song, the very | ast
instal l ment of...

I NT. JOHANNY' S JEEP - DAY

JERI CHO (RADI O, Cont'd)
"The Cold Hard Truth" with Jack Jeri cho.

And as Johnny steps on the gas and roars away.. .

END OF ACT THREE

41.
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
EXT. RADI O STATI ON BUI LDI NG - NI GHT 71

Darkness is falling as Johnny pushes his way through a
smal|l but grow ng crowd, all | ooking up. Many people are
i stening to headphones or portable radios; a few aim

vi deocans. A DAD holds up his SON, who points to the
roof. Walt and Bruce are waiting to usher Johnny inside.

WALT
Looks like your friend really
went off the deep end. He's been
asking for you.

JOHNNY
(once again, weary)
He's not ny... never m nd.

BRUCE
He's demandi ng that you get your
ass on the air... his words.

Johnny reacts as Walt holds a door open, telling Bruce:

WALT
Stick with John. 1'll be up on
t he roof.
| NT. RADI O STATI ON - RECEPTI ON AREA - NI GHT 72

Uproar anmong the small staff. A COUPLE OF COPS are up
here too. Nozawa | eads Johnny and Bruce toward the
br oadcast booth, where Doctor Monica is at the mc.

NOZAVWA

Doctor Monica's been trying to
talk sense to him

| NT. BROADCAST BOOTH - CONTI NUCUS 73

Wt hout much success it seens, as they enter to find her
com ng ungl ued.

DOCTOR MONI CA
Now, Jack, let's be honest...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

JERI CHO (V. Q)
Sure, Doc, and why don't you start
by telling your |isteners how
your husband left you, your Kkids
di sowned you, and that the reason
you keep tal ki ng about good sex
is toremnd yourself what it
felt like -- back in junior high

DOCTOR MONI CA
(losing it)
You can't talk to ne that way you
sonof abi tch

NOZAWA
Doc, this is Johnny Smth, the
man Jack's been- -

DOCTOR MONI CA
He's all yours. | don't have to
take this crap!

She storns out in tears, the latest victimof Jericho's
vitriol. The three nen | ook after her, then Johnny eyes
the D.J. desk and its nyriad controls uncertainly. Bruce
t akes charge, sliding in behind the console.

BRUCE
Don't worry, |I'll hook you up.
(for Nozawa's benefit)
| practically ran ny coll ege radio
station.

A cop raps on the glass, needing to speak wi th Nozawa.

NOZAWA
Good | uck.

He exits as Johnny sits in front of the m crophone, then
| eans forward tentatively.

J OHNNY
Jack?

And that single resonant word causes a FEEDBACK HUM t hat
Bruce quickly brings under control as we --

| NTERCUT: EXT. RADI O STATI ON BUI LDI NG - ROCF - N GHT

43.

Jericho is still pacing on the |edge, Walt and his deputies

keeping their distance, remaining in the rooftop doorway.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

JERI CHO
John! d ad you coul d nmake the
party. | was just about to bl ow
out the candl es.

JOHNNY
(takes a breath)
Jack- -

JERI CHO
(rapid fire)

--"Jack, you don't have to do
it!'" "You ve got so nmuch to live
for!™ "Think about your | oved
ones!" Please, John, don't denean
yourself. | didn't ask you here
to "talk me down."

JOHNNY
No? Then why?

JERI CHO

To bear witness to the fulfill nment
of your prophecy, of course!
That's right, folks, we all owe
this hugely entertaining spectacle
to the one and only Man From
Cl eaves MIIs.

(to Johnny)
When you told nme how you saw ne
going out -- not with a bang or a
whi nper but after achieving ny
own personal termnal velocity --
| gotta admt, it struck a chord.

JOHNNY
Nobody wants you to do this, Jack

JERI CHO
Let's just see about that, shal
we? All right, canpers, it's
time for another "Cold Hard Truth"
poll! Do | stay or do | go?
Sui ci de junp or suicide chunmp?
Next ten callers decide. Go ahead
and spin a record, Johnny, while
the fol ks at hone nmake up their
m nds.

And i ndeed Bruce cues up a record (in an idea

worl d, The

Clash's "Should I Stay or Should I Go?"), to Johnny's

di sbel i ef .

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
What are you doi ng?
BRUCE
Buying us sone tine. |'ve worked

enough suicide hotlines to know
he's not joking. Qur call board's
already filling up with unfriendly
voi ces. W need a plan.

JERI CHO ( RADI O
C nmon, John, | know those calls
are comng in. Punch a button
| et's hear one.

Johnny's feeling the pressure, know ng he can't talk
Jericho down unl ess he understands clearly what got him
up there. Then his eyes fall on..

THE PACKI NG BOXES MARKED " JERI CHO'

They trigger a desperate hope.

JOHNNY

grabs one of the boxes, then punches the first of a row
of blinking call buttons.

JOHNNY
Umm okay, we have, um..

Bruce holds up a piece of paper for himto read.

JOHNNY
... Thelma in Bangor. You're on
the air.

TI PSY YOUNG WOVAN
Yeah, |'ve been listening to this
guy for a year and all he does is
trash people day in, day out.
t hi nk he shoul d junp.

As Johnny tears open the box...
JERI CHO ( RADI O
Thank you Thel ma from Bangor.

That's it people, don't hold back.
Keep 'em com ng, John.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (3) 74
CLOSE ANGLE - ONE OF THE BOXES
O fice supplies, old calendars and files, yell ow pads,

souvenirs, mscellaneous junk. Johnny paws through it as
he punches anot her button..

JOHNNY
Bill fromPlynouth: you're on
the air.

GRUFF GQUY

| called in fromny body shop,
and Jericho made ne sound |ike a
schrmuck. The guys all | aughed
their heads off. | hope he | ands
on his head.

Meanwhi | e, John rips open the second box, finding nore of
the sane bric-a-brac. Johnny's frustration is grow ng.

JOHNNY
| guess that's a vote for "junp."
Who' s next ?

EARNEST YOUNG WOVAN
H, ny nane's Marie, and | abhor
vi ol ence of any kind -- but in
this case...

Johnny angrily dunps the contents of the box on the fl oor.
He stands over the nmess, at a |l oss, then sonething catches
his eye: a flash of color in an unseal ed envel ope. It's

a child s birthday card. As Johnny picks it up --

I NT. JERI CHO S APARTMENT - NI GHT - VI SION 75

Jericho, alone with a half-enpty bottle of scotch. He
starts to wite a note in the card, but can't get past
the name "Aaron." He gives up, tosses the card in his
TOTE BAG to finish another tine -- then he reaches over
and slanms shut the drawer full of simlar birthday cards
we saw earlier

RESUME SCENE 76
Johnny opens the card, still blank except for the nane --
a letter that was apparently never sent -- and suddenly

sonething clicks in his head. To Bruce:

J OHNNY
Take over.

( CONTI NUED)
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BRUCE
Take over? \Were are you goi ng?

But he's already out the door, card in his hand. Bruce
| ooks at all the flashing lights, then hits a button.

BRUCE
"Cold Hard Truth," you're on the
air.

EXT. RADI O STATI ON ROCF - NI GHT

Jericho standing quietly now on the | edge, listening to
his radio, staring out at the twi nkling cityscape.

FRAT GUY (RADI O
Hey, man, ny whole fraternity
took a vote, and we say he takes
the dive, so does that count for
nore than one?

BRUCE ( RADI O
Not a ot of love in that house,
is there Brad?

FRAT GUY (RADI O
Hey, if the guy wants to take a
header off a building, that's his
busi ness. W just want to watch
it on the tube, right dudes?
(laughter)

JOHNNY (O S.)
At | east we know you're not doing
it for them

Jericho turns to see Johnny approaching, Walt hanging a
little distance behind him holding Johnny's cane.

JERI CHO
John? You abandoned your post.

J OHNNY
| just wanted to talk to you,
face to face.

JERI CHO

That's cl ose enough. |'m serious.
JOHNNY

| know you are. | think I also

know why.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 77

Johnny steps onto the | edge, a few yards from Jeri cho.

JERI CHO
John, |'m warning you, back the
hel | off.

JOHNNY

Tell me about Aaron...

He holds out the card. Jericho recognizes the card and
reacts, suddenly weary, as if the very word "Aaron" sapped
hi m of his strength.

CLOSE ON - THE CARD HELD QUT IN THE Al R BETWEEN THEM

as Jericho's hand, alnost unwilled, conmes up to grasp the
other edge of it. And as he does so, canera does a 180
around Johnny, who now finds hinself in --

INT. H G+ R SE HOTEL SU TE - N GHT - VI SI ON 78

He's watching a YOUNGER JERI CHO, wearing a tux (it's still
before the awards cerenony alluded to in the earlier hotel
vision) and arguing with his agent on a hotel telephone.
A MAIDis cleaning up in the b.g.

YOUNCGER JERI CHO
Ari, if they want to go national,
fine, but the hell with this "let's
try-it-for-a-few nonths" crap.

And now a YOUNGER MRS. JERI CHO wal ks by, hol ding a TODDLER
BOY who's clutching a TOY (Teddy Bear, action figure,
etc). She deposits himon the floor, says to Jericho --

YOUNGER MRS. JERI CHO
Watch himfor a nmonent, will you?

Younger Jericho nods absently, goes back to his phonecall.

YOUNGER JERI CHO
Look, either they commt to a
| ong-term deal or they can screw
t hensel ves.

Meanwhil e, the maid reacts to a snelly old cigar sitting
in an ashtray on a table by the wi ndows. She opens a

wi ndow to |l et the odor out, then picks up the ashtray and
exits... and now we see a RED BALL sitting on the sane
table, right by the wndow sill.

( CONTI NUED)
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reacts to the ball, then turns to | ook at the boy, a

terrible realization dawning.
continues his phone diatri be.

Jericho, neanwhil e,

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2) 78
YOUNGER JERI CHO

Ari, | don't care whether you

like the deal, what matters is

whether | like it.
And nmeanwhile, the boy, bored with his toy, has spied the
ball, and clanbers up on a couch to reach for it. He
accidentally knocks it onto the window sill, starts to

clinb out further after it, perilously close to the edge..

YOUNCGER JERI CHO
That's right, you work for ne. |
call the shots.

And now he turns, finally seeing the danger.

YOUNGER JERI CHO
Aar on, no!

And he drops the phone as he rushes after his son, reaching
out for himas we transition into excruciating SLOW MOTI ON,
his fingertips al nost brushing the boy's cl ot hing.

And then the boy is gone. Jericho rushes to the w ndow
and | ooks down, a wave of vertigo gripping himand we
realize that the fall in Johnny's vision was his son's, a
fall that Jericho has experienced every day of his life
i ke a waking nightmare. He turns away, sees his wife's
horrified REFLECTION in the adjacent w ndow gl ass as she
begins to scream and we --

RESUVE RADI O STATI ON ROCF - NI GHT 79
JOHNNY
Ch ny God, Jack. | had no idea.

It wasn't just you | saw fall --
it was your son, too.

Jericho holds the phone away so he's not broadcasti ng.

JERI CHO
H s name was Aaron. He would' ve
been ten years old. Just about
t he sane age as your son

Johnny reacts, surprised Jericho knows this. Jericho
sees his reaction and | aughs.

JERI CHO
Ch, cone on Johnny. The second |
saw you and J.J. together you
think it wasn't obvious? Does he
know?

( CONTI NUED)



79

DEAD ZONE: COLD HARD TRUTH - ACT FOUR - 11/27/03 - BLUE 50.

CONTI NUED: 79
Johnny's lack of an answer speaks vol unes.

JERI CHO

Vll. | guess we have nore in
common than | thought. Both of
us know what it neans to | ose a
son. The only difference is -- |
can't get m ne back

(takes a beat to regain

hi s conposure)
But you still can. How s that
for sonme cold hard truth?

JOHNNY
Jack. ..

JERI CHO
Don't worry, Johnny. Your secret
wll die with ne.

(beat)
Not a day goes by that | don't
relive that nonment, inmagi ne what
it must've felt |ike, how he
must've felt, during those | ast
few seconds of life.

J OHNNY
It was an accident. You couldn't
have known the mai d opened the
wi ndow.

And now Jericho backs away from him suddenly angry.

JERI CHO
Do you think that changes anythi ng?
Do you think your know ng changes
anyt hi ng?

And indeed if Johnny thought this visionary epi phany woul d
defuse Jericho's suicide plans, he's m staken. For as
Jericho inches closer to the edge..

OLD WOVAN ( RADI O)
...He's a sinner and | say junp.

JERI CHO
Numero Nine and C oser ny God to
Thee.
He backs still closer to the edge, the city spreadi ng out

on both sides of him and |laughs. Walt, neanwhile, seeing
that Jericho is about to junp, talks quietly to a deputy.

( CONTI NUED)
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WALT
Stay close. |If he goes, | don't
want himtaking John with him
JOHNNY
Li sten, Jack. You don't need to
do this.
JERI CHO

C nmon, Bruce, we're dyin' out
here! Were's that tenth caller?

| NT. RADI O STATI ON - BROADCAST BOOTH - N GHT

Where Bruce is desperately screening calls, punching
through the call board trying to find at | east one
synpat heti c voi ce.

BRUCE
Cold Hard Truth- -

MALE CALLER 1 (V. Q)
--What's he waiting for?

BRUCE
--Col d Hard--

FEMALE CALLER 1 (V. Q)
--He told ny sister to--

BRUCE
- - Col d- -

MALE CALLER 2 (V.Q)
--You wanna know mny opi ni on?
Good riddance to--

BRUCE
--Cold Hard Truth--

TENTATI VE WOVAN S VO CE (V. Q)
Hell o? Wio is this?

And as Bruce pauses, hearing sonething different in this

tentative voice...

EXT. RADI O STATI ON ROCF - NI GHT

CLOSE ON ONE OF JERICHO S HEELS as it
edge, the abyss yawning on all sides.

i nches out over the

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
Jack, wait. If you junp, who's
going to tell us the cold hard
truth? Think of your fans. They
won't have anyone to hate.

JERI CHO
You're kidding right?

JOHNNY
| had to try sonet hing.

JERI CHO
|"mgoing to mss having you to
ki ck around, Johnny.
(to phone)
C non Bruce, last call.

Johnny's cell rings. As he answers, we hear a subtle
Dead Zone WWHOOSH

J OHNNY
Bruce?

| NT. RADI O STATI ON - BROADCAST BOOTH

BRUCE
Quess who called in?

RESUVE ROOFTCP
Johnny listens, then nmakes a deci sion.

JOHNNY
Put her through on ny |ine.

A beat, then he holds out the phone to Jericho.

JOHNNY
It's your ex-wife. She wants to
talk to you

A glimer of sonething passes over Jericho's face, but
then he considers and his expression hardens again.

JERI CHO
Guess what John? |'mthrough
talking. Tell her | said goodbye.

And he | aunches hinsel f backwards over the edge! Walt
and the deputy rush forward, grabbing hold of Johnny,
even as Johnny watches, horrified as --
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JERI CHO FALLS 84

Looki ng up, a strange smle on his face.

EXT. STREET - N GHT 85

Peopl e scatter, scream ng, as Jericho SMASHES into the
roof of a parked car, blow ng out the wi ndows and setting
of f the alarm

RESUME ROOFTOP - JOHNNY 86
Still staring aghast, the alarmechoing up fromthe street.
Walt grips his shoul der.
WALT
It's over.
And indeed it is... the vision, that is... as the scene

now resets itself and Johnny once again finds hinself
with his phone to his ear as he eyes Jericho. This tineg,
he makes a di fferent deci sion.

J OHNNY
VWait. Bruce, put her on the air.

A beat, then Margaret's voice conmes over Jericho's radio.

TENTATI VE WOVAN S VO CE ( RADI O
Jack? Can you hear ne?
(beat)
Jack, it's nme, Margaret.

And this time, Jericho is caught unawares by a voice he
hasn't heard in years. For a nonment, he doesn't think
just reacts. Seeing this, Johnny presses himgently.

J OHNNY
Go ahead. Take the call.

And after a beat, Jericho slowy raises his cell phone.
JERI CHO
Mar garet. ..
| NTERCUT: INT. JERICHO S EX-WFE' S HOUSE - N GHT 87
Margaret on the phone. (And we can grab this shot in the
Banner man house, anywhere that's quick and easy, because

the point is we've got to see her; she can't be just
anot her voice on the radio.)
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MARGARET
Jack... why are you doing this?
JERI CHO
You know why.
MARGARET
No, | don't. | really don't.

Can you at least try and tell nme?

| NT. CONTROL ROOM - CONTI NUOUS - BRUCE LI STENI NG
To silence. And then a couple of halting words:

JERI CHO ( MONI TOR)
It's just...

And as Jericho's voice catches and echoes, we see:

QUI CK MONTAGE OF REACTI ONS

Everyone listening in stunned sil ence.

- JOHNNY standing still on the | edge...

- BRUCE, his finger on the volunme control..

- THE CROWD watching silently, suddenly worried about
Jericho...

- WALT and his nen, poised...

- SARAH wat ching a |ive TV NEWSCAST (a sinple videocam
POV of the roof fromstreet-level, with overlaid station
|.D.).

- MARGARET on the phone, holding a picture of her and
Jericho with Aaron

MARGARET
Jack...?
RESUME ROOFTOP
JERI CHO
Margaret... |...
Jericho's feet are still at the very edge; it seens |ike

he could go either way.

( CONTI NUED)
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MARGARET ( RADI O
...l know, Jack. | know. W never
tal ked about it. Not really. W
couldn't. But maybe now we can...

JOHNNY wat ches as Jericho's feet shift... WALT tenses..
and then finally Jericho steps back onto the roof.

Walt and the deputies imediately rush in, guide himaway.

Johnny steps down too, exhaling with relief. He watches
as Jericho sits on an old crate, the deputies formng a
protective cordon around him then starts talking on his

cell. Realizing that it's a conversation that deserves
privacy, Johnny pulls out his own cell, speed dials.
JOHNNY
Bruce... no one needs to hear
this.

| NT. RADI O STATI ON - CONTROL ROOM - CONTI NUOQUS
Bruce is already selecting a record.

BRUCE

"' mway ahead of you.

(hangs up)
And this is Da Kid, signing off
for Jack Jericho. Got sonething
different for your ears. More
Truth, this tine fromthe King of
Soul .

And he plays sonet hing snooth, sonething appropriate,
maybe not from Sol onon Burke, but it's definitely got
sonme soul init.

EXT. RADI O STATI ON BUI LDI NG - NI GHT

The crowd, enotionally drained, starts to break up, a few
peopl e glancing up at the roof as police usher them away.
EXT. RADI O STATI ON ROOF - NI GHT

Johnny pockets his phone, is about to |eave...

JERI CHO
John. ..

He's I owered his own phone for a nonent... nmeans to say

sonet hing to Johnny but now words just fail him Johnny
under st ands.
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A long | ook and a nod between the two nen, then Johnny
heads for the rooftop door as we...

FADE OUT:
And over an interlude of darkness, we hear:
YOUNG DUDE ( RADI O)
So ¢' non, man what do you think
of the Sox's chances this year?
FADE | N:
| NT. RADI O STATI ON - BROADCAST BOOTH - DAY

A HAND sweetens a cup of coffee with a packet of sugar.

JERI CHO
Ah Chad, they say hope springs
eternal. They also say there's a

sucker born every mnute. So
what do you think that nmakes you?

And it sounds like Jericho is being his old bad self,
setting up poor Chad for the kill.

CHAD (V. Q)
(nervous chuckl e)
| don't know, man.

A beat as Jericho takes a sip, savors it...

JERI CHO

An optimst, Chad. An optimst.

(beat)
| guess there's always reason to
hope that things can be turned
around. Case in point: A sudden
surge in ratings, and a radio
show and its host are back on the
air. Turning alife around is
harder. For that we have to be
willing to face sonme hard truths
about ourselves... and take sone
risks. Step onto a |edge, or off
of one, as the case may be.

And as he plays a song, source becones soundtrack over --
| NT. BANNERMAN HOUSE - DAY

Walt, Sarah, Johnny and J.J. gathered in the living room

( CONTI NUED)
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It's the prelude to the scene we witnessed in Johnny's
vision. Johnny and Walt stand together, | ooking
unconfortable, while Sarah sits across fromJ. J.

J. J.
Am |l in trouble?

The grownups | augh, breaking the tension.
SARAH

No honey. It's nothing |Iike that.
We just have sonething to tell

you... Don't worry, it's a good
thing. Sonething we should have
told you a long tinme ago -- but

we wanted to wait until you were
ol d enough to understand..

JOHNNY
...She neans until we were old
enough. ..

VWalt gives Johnny a look. J.J. finds hinmself with three

adults smling at him This only nmakes himnore worri ed.

J. J.
(still worried)
...yeah... okay....
SARAH

You know J.J., you're so lucky to
have such a wonderful Dad, who

| oves you nore than anything in
the world. W both do, and that's
never going to change.

Walt watches, a bundle of m xed enotions. Johnny squeezes

hi s shoul der.

SARAH

(on the verge of tears)
...But you're even |uckier than
you know. Sone kids don't have
any dad to |l ove them but you..

(a beat)
...You have two dads. And both
of them | ove you very mnuch.

W see this soak inon J.J.'s face. He | ooks to Walt,

S57.

95

searching his face for an answer to the questions swirling

in his head, then, as the penny drops, he | ooks to Johnny.

J. J.
What do you nean, two dads?
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SARAH
Johnny is your biological father.

J. J.
...Wat? No... wait...

Sarah tries to wap himin a hug, but he pulls away,
turning to Walt.

J. J.
... That's not true... Dad?

Vlt's expression tells J.J. what he doesn't want to hear.

J. J.
No. | don't believe you..

JOHNNY
J.J. --

But J.J. is overwhelnmed. He pulls away from Sarah and,
like in Johnny's earlier vision, pushes past Walt and

runs to his room slammng the door. Walt |ooks to Johnny
and Sarah, then goes after J.J., leaving Sarah and Johnny
al one. Johnny | ooks devastated. Sarah squeezes his arm

SARAH
| shoul d...

Johnny nods, understandi ng the Bannerman famly needs to
be together now Sarah follows Walt and J.J. into the
bedroom | eaving Johnny alone, fulfilling his vision.
Sad and drai ned, Johnny picks up his cane and turns to
go, but before he reaches the door, Walt pokes his head
out of the bedroom door.

WALT
Johnny wait. J.J. has sonething
he wants to ask you

VWalt ushers a tentative J.J. out the bedroomdoor. J.J.
sticks close to Wlt, wping his eyes as he gets up his
nerve.

J OHNNY
VWhat is it J.J.?

J. J.
What am | supposed to call you?

JOHNNY
Johnny. Just Johnny.

Johnny reaches out to put a hand on J.J.'s

( CONTI NUED)
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shoul der, and his touch seens to confort J.J., releasing
a flood of pent up enotion in both of them and as Walt
and Sarah watch through tears, the touch develops into a
hug that's been a long tine com ng.

FADE QOUT:

END OF ACT FOUR

THE END

( CONTI NUED)
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ADDENDUM A

FOR SCENE 39, page 23A

JERI CHO

Damm, |'m hungry. Anybody el se
out there hungry?

(exaggerated ad voi ce)
And you know when |'m hungry, |
hustl e on down to the Lucky Dragon
Chi nese Restaurant. Yes, there's
nothing |ike the Lucky Dragon for
food that really sticks to your
ribs -- before nmetastasizing into
a flesh-eating virus. Yup, an
hour | ater, you're not only hungry
again, you're a skeleton, so you
can dig into your Kung Pao with
t he confidence that soon you'l
be sheddi ng pounds faster than a
bulimc with the runs. No,
seriously, folks, the Lucky Dragon
is a fine establishnent. | do
all nmy drinking there and | hear
the food is good too, so don't
mss it on your next night out in
beauti ful downt own Bangor.
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