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THE DEAD ZONE

“INDEPENDENCE DAY”

CAST

JOHNNY SMITH TRUCK STOP DINER WAITRESS

BRUCE LEWIS JAKE PHILIPS
DENISE
HANK
GRIM
BIKER #1
BRIAN GRIFFITH *
NIKKI GRIFFITH *
MARVIN FELPS/FAKE OFFICER MASSEY
ICE CREAM TRUCK DRIVER
OLDIES RADIO DISC JOCKEY (V.O. ONLY)
REAL OFFICER J. MASSEY (1 LINE)
MOURNING WOMAN/MRS. PHILIPS (1 LINE)
FARMER (1 LINE)

SCRAWNY MAN/MOTORIST (1 LINE)

NON-SPEAKING

TRUCK STOP DINER PATRONS

BIKERS #2 & #3

TEENAGERS #2, #3 & #4

MOURNING MAN/MR. PHILIPS & OTHER FUNERAL GOERS

YOUNG BOY, YOUNG GIRL & OTHER ASSORTED MOTORISTS
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INTERIORS
TRUCK STOP DINER

VARIOUS VEHICLE INTERIORS

THE DEAD ZONE

“INDEPENDENCE DAY”

SETS

EXTERIORS

TRUCK STOP DINER
PARKING LOT

I-95
HOSPITAL E.R. MOVING
WAITING ROOM GRIDLOCK
“BAYVILLE ROAD” EXIT
FARM

HIGHWAY ROADSIDE

STATE PRISON

(NOTE :

ANIMALS

VEHICLES

BRUCE’S NISSAN MURANO (DENTED & CRASHED)
THE GRIFFITHS’ HIPPY RECREATIONAL VEHICLE
DENISE’S CAR

TEENAGERS’ JEEP

HANK & GRIM’S WHITE PICKUP TRUCK

MASSEY’S STATE POLICE CRUISER

REFRIGERATED CUBE (ICE CREAM) TRUCK

NO MORE RAIN,

ASSORTED AMBULANCE, EMERGENCY & POLICE VEHICLES

ASSORTED OTHER VEHICLES STUCK IN TRAFFIC

OLD FARM PICKUP TRUCK

THUNDER)
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THE DEAD ZONE
" | NDEPENDENCE DAY"
TEASER

FADE | N:

CLOSE ON a weathered |Iight box rotating uneasily atop a
rusty pole; HAPPY B- DAY AMERI CA spelled out in crooked
letters. SLOALY PULL BACK to reveal the..

EXT. TOMMY' S DI NER - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG

The qui ntessential American truck stop. A scorching July
sun assaults the dusty parking lot. W FIND Bruce's Ni ssan
Mur ano.

DI SC JOCKEY (O S.)
Happy fourth, friends and
nei ghbors. Two hundred thirty
and the old girl's still kickin'...

I NT. TOMW' S DI NER - CONTI NUOUS - CLOSE ON A RADI O
An ancient solid-state transistor; crappy speakers..

DI SC JOCKEY (O S.)
This is Jamm n' Jack, keepin' you
hoppi n" and boppin' to the nusic
t hat hel ped make us the | and of
the free, hone of the brave and
birthpl ace of the five dollar
cup'a coffeel 1It's one o' clock
and it's time to be good... Johnny
B. Goode. This is Chuck Berry!

A HAND SW TCHES THE RADI O OFF just as the nusic is about
to kick in. W PICK UP a young, attractive WAl TRESS (25),
MOVI NG t hrough the hustle and bustle of the |unch crowd,
bal ancing full plates above her head..

FI NDI NG JOHNNY and BRUCE in a corner booth. Presenting
Bruce with a ridiculously oversized burger.

WAl TRESS
Doubl e bacon chili cheeseburger
and fries for tall, dark, and

handsone.
Sliding a dimnutive salad over to Johnny.

WAI TRESS
Garden sal ad, dressing on the
side for blondie. So, where you
boys headed?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

J OHNNY
Har bor f est .

BRUCE
Bi ggest fireworks display on the
East Coast.

WAl TRESS
(smling at Johnny)
Sounds |ike fun. Mybe I'll head
over with one of ny girlfriends
after work.

She lingers a beat, then realizing he's not taking the
bait, sets the check down on the table.

WAI TRESS
(dej ect ed)
You can pay at the counter.

She wal ks away. Johnny dives into his salad under Bruce's
i ncredul ous gaze, finally...

J OHNNY

VWhat ?
BRUCE

What ? She was totally into you
J OHNNY

(oblivi ous)
She was?
Bruce shakes hi s head.

BRUCE

Y' know, you m ght be able to see
everyt hing, but sonetinmes you are
conpletely blind. Cone to think,
she remnds ne of a girl | used
to date in high school

J OHNNY
Yeah?

BRUCE
(remenbers fondly)
Marsha Harris. Man, that poor
girl was crazy about ne. Took
her to the Junior prom
(confident)
A ni ght she never forgot.

They both reach for the napkin dispenser at the sane

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 2) 2
nmoment; their hands connecting. W hear a WHOOSH!

JOHNNY
s that right?

Johnny can't help but smle.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 3) 2

BRUCE
VWhat's so funny?

A decisive beat. Johnny relents, the opportunity ripe..

JOHNNY
| was just wondering which part
of the promyou think Marsha
remenbers nost? Your Momdrivin'
you guys around in the famly
station wagon or you comn' up
short on the good-ni ght kiss?

Johnny enjoys the nonment. Bruce is nortified. He sets
down the burger, rising to his feet.

BRUCE
"1l get the check.

JOHNNY
You barely took a bite.

BRUCE
Lost ny appetite.

Bruce wal ks off. Johnny is left holding his fork..

EXT. TOMW'S DI NER - MOMENTS LATER - MOVI NG W TH BRUCE 3

as he stonps through the parking lot; Johnny trails a
hal f step behi nd.

JOHNNY
Come on... | was only kidding.
So you were a |ate blooner. |
m ssed ny promwith the flu.
Sarah still hasn't forgiven ne.

Bruce stops in his tracks, spinning on Johnny.

BRUCE
It's not about the prom it's
about you and ne. You think it's
hard being a psychic? Try being
a psychic's best friend. That's

har d.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

BRUCE ( CONT' D)
| nmean, it'd be nice to spend
just one day w thout you peeking
i nsi de ny head.

J OHNNY
Al right.
Bruce's scowl ebbs.
BRUCE
Al right?
J OHNNY

You're off limts for the next 24
hours, you've got ny word.

Johnny offers his hand.

Bruce hesitates, then shakes. Sonething O S. draws his
concern. ..

BRUCE
You can't be serious!!

JOHNNY
What's wrong?
REVERSE ON THE MJRANO
a large dent in the front fender; fresh white paint
i tbedded in the netal .
RESUVE ON BRUCE
He scans the lot; the perpetrator |ong gone.
BRUCE
Sonme jerk smashes into ny car and
he doesn't |eave note or anything.
VWhat is wong wth people today?

Johnny steps to the fender, surveying the danage.

J OHNNY
It's not so bad.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2)
CLOSE ON THE FENDER

Johnny floats his pal macross the damage... WHOOSH

I NT. MJRANO - VI SI ON

The car has been CRASHED, the wi ndshield shattered.
Qobserver Johnny, steps up to the open passenger w ndow,

as he glances over to SEE Bruce crushed down in the driver
seat, still gripping the broken steering wheel; his gaze

| ocked ahead. There's a SURREAL quality to everything,
like TIME HAS SLONED DOM and SOUND ECHCES.

Bruce slowly turns to him.. a trickle of blood escapes
the corner of his nmouth. Two simlar streans materialize
fromhis nostrils. His eyes flicker as he eases back in
the seat, taking a final strained breath as he passes
awnay. . .

Qobserver Johnny looks to his right, spotting an EXIT SI GN
t hat reads, "BAYVILLE ROAD EXIT"..

RESUME - EXT. PARKING LOT - ON JOHNNY

Johnny fl ashes out, rattled to the core by the vision.
Bruce is still checking out his bunper.

BRUCE
| don't see any ot her danmage.
(checks his watch)
Oh, dude, we are seriously behind
schedul e.

JOHNNY
Bruce |I just had a vision..

Bruce reacts, both hands going up; halting Johnny in his
tracks.

BRUCE
If it's about ne, or ny car, |
don't want to hear it. You gave
me your word.

J CHNNY
But . ..

BRUCE
(adamant)
But nothing. Deal's a deal.

Johnny hesitates, trapped. Then..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

JOHNNY
Al right, but I'mdriving.

Bruce shoots Johnny an incredul ous stare. Johnny is
resolute; his hand outstretched.

BRUCE
As long as we get on the road.

He tosses Johnny his keys and noves to get in the passenger
seat .

Johnny pal ns the keys, gripping themtight. No vision.
He reacts with di sappoi nt nment.

Bruce | ooks back from besi de the passenger side door..

BRUCE
You conin'?

J OHNNY
Yeah, |'mconn'

OM TTED
FADE QUT.
END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE
FADE | N:

EXT. H GHWAY - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG

Moderate traffic noves at a steady clip. FIND the Mirano,
I imping along the slow | ane; cars and trucks zoom ng by.

I NT. MJURANO - CONTI NUOQUS - ON BRUCE

watching with frustration as endl ess vehicles eclipse
them Shifting his attention to Johnny at the controls.

BRUCE
Dude, you think we can try and
make it before July fourth of
next year?

Johnny's preoccupied with the Teaser Vision; lost in his
own thoughts. Bruce watches him annoyed.

JOHNNY
(snappi ng back)
Huh?

BRUCE
It'd be nice if we get to the
har bor today.

JOHNNY
" m doing the speed limt.

Bruce reaches for the radio, fiddling with the controls..

CLOSE ON THE RADI O

The digital display scans through avail abl e frequenci es.
The first three attenpts returning STATIC, then..

DI SC JOCKEY (O S.)
That was Pete Townsend and the
boys with "Sumertine Bl ues",
wapping up a thirty-mnute
commercial -free nusic sweep. One
fifteen in the PM Tine for a
Jamm n' Jack's traffic update.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



DEAD ZONE:

CONTI NUED:

"I ndependence Day" - ACT ONE - 6/6/05 -

DI SC JOCKEY (O S.) (CONT' D)
Looks |li ke snooth sailin'... unless
you' re headin' towards Boston on
Interstate ninety five. It's a
parking | ot out there...

Bruce reacts, killing the vol une.

BRUCE' S POV - ROAD SI GN

| - 95.

RESUME SCENE

As he watches it shoot past them

BRUCE
Did he say 1-95 to Boston?

J OHNNY
That' s what he sai d.

BRUCE
W have to get off this road.

JOHNNY
That m ght be a problem

POV THROUGH THE W NDSHI ELD

An endl ess sea of brake |ights ahead.

Pl NK 8.

Mul tiple | anes of

traffic crawling to an eventual standstill. GRI DLOCK

RESUME SCENE

Bruce stares out the w ndow in disgust.

BRUCE
Could this day get any worse?

Johnny considers the question, then..

JOHNNY
Listen, | really need to tell you
about the vision | had.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2)
BRUCE
| told you I'm not interested.
VWhatever it is, |I'msure you'l
set it right. Just let it die.
JOHNNY
(sotto)
That's what |'mafraid of.
BRUCE
What's that supposed to nean?
JOHNNY
| saw you in a car accident.
(beat)
A bad one.
BRUCE
How bad?
JOHNNY
Bad as it gets.
Bruce tries to let it register.
JOHNNY
|"msorry. | had to tell you
A beat .
BRUCE
How does it happen?
JOHNNY
| don't know. |'ve been touching
the inside of the car, but | just
keep seeing the sanme thing over
and over.
BRUCE
(tortured beat)
Dam.
JOHNNY
Don't worry. We'll figure this
out. In the vision you were
driving, so we'll just nake sure
you don't get behind the wheel.
BRUCE
Right. | just need to stay calm
Keep cool .
W PAN OVER to the dash nounted clock... 1:20PM

( CONTI NUED)

Pl NK 9.
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CONTI NUED: ( 3) 8

The m nutes tick away before our eyes, as we Tl ME LAPSE
j unpi ng ahead to 2: 00PM

NEW ANGLE 9
Johnny and Bruce sit in awkward sil ence.

BRUCE
(smashes the dash)
THI S | S GODDAMN RI DI CULOUS!

JOHNNY
What happen to keeping cool ?

The engi ne suddenly SPUTTERS.

BRUCE
VWhat was that?

JOHNNY
(re: the gauges)
Engine's starting to overheat.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 9

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
Must be the air conditioning. |
better turn the engine off.

Johnny kills the notor, sinultaneouslg stifling the flow
of cold air into the cabin. Another beat of silence.

JOHNNY
Maybe we shoul d get sone fresh
air. Stretch our |egs.

Bruce stares off. Preoccupied. Annoyed.

BRUCE
|''mstaying right here. Thanks
to you, | got a fewissues to

Wwor out .

Johnny reaches for the door handle, then renmenbers and
takes the car keys with him

J OHNNY
Just in case.

He shoots Bruce a conforting smle and gets out...

EXT. H GHWAY - SAME TI ME - MOVI NG THROUGH 10

the virtual parking lot. Miny MOTORI STS have |eft the
confines of their vehicles; mlling about...

A foursome of TEENAGERS pile out of an open JEEP. JAKE
PHI LI PS (18) cocks back a football..

JAKE
o | ong!

As he fires a spiral, we PAN OVER to FIND a gorgeous woman
in a bikini toE and shorts, DEN SE g30) spreadi ng a beach
towel across the hood of her car. he hops up and proceeds
to snmear suntan | otion on her bronzed | egs and stonach..

A NEW ANGLE 11

reveals two plaid-clad country boys, HANK (43L_and &R M
(35), sitting on the tailgate of a battered ite pickup
truck, sipping beers; leering at Deni se.

HANK
Not bad.

GR M
Not bad at all.

Near by, a trio of girthy BIKERS, cloaked in black |eather,

| ean on their respective 3-WHEEL MOTORTRI KES; shooti ng
the shit.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
Bl KER #1
How do you know if you're a real
hillbilly?
(beat)

Your house has nmore nmles on it
t han your car.

The bi kers laugh heartily. A young BOY and G RL run past,

trailing sparklers in their hands. W STAY WTH t hem as
t hey weave in and out of cars, right past...

JOHNNY

drinking in his new surroundi ngs.

BRIAN (O S.)
Dude! Watch out!

Johnny reacts, turning. H's eyes go w de..

REVERSE

BRI AN GRI FFI TH (28) races towards Johnny on an oversi zed
skat eboard. They collide... nearly knocking Johnny over.
Brian wears a well worn KILLRADI O tee shirt.

BRI AN
Sorry man. Still gettin' the
hang of this thing.

J OHNNY
No har m done.

Brian's expression suddenly changes, recognition sets in.

BRI AN

Whoa. You're Johnny Smth.
JOHNNY

Have we net?
BRI AN

No, not officially. |'mBrian.

We're big fans.

JOHNNY
we?

( CONTI NUED)

11

12
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CONTI NUED:

BRI AN
Ni kki. M wife.
(realizing)
Ch, dude, you have to neet her
It'11 blow her m nd.

JOHNNY
| really should get back..

BRUCE (O S.)
VWhat's the rush?

Johnny TURNS to find Bruce standing behind him

JOHNNY
Thought you were staying put?

BRUCE
You kidding? It's |ike an oven
in there. And you took the keys.

BRI AN
She's right over there in our
canper. It'd be a real honor.
BRUCE

O course he'll go. Johnny Smth
never di sappoints a fan.

BRI AN
Awesone!

O f Johnny's | ook at Bruce...

JOHNNY
(to Bruce)
You com ng?

Bruce has | ocked his eyes on the woman in the bikini
sunbat hi ng on her car's hood.

BRUCE
Think 1"l check out the
nei ghbor hood. Use ny tine
productively. Wat | got left.

He wal ks away.

BRI AN

Your friend seened kind a fried.
JOHNNY

He just got sone bad news about

his car.

( CONTI NUED)

YELLOW 12.

12
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12 CONTI NUED: (2) 12
BRI AN
Bunmmer .
J OHNNY
Yeabh.

Johnny wat ches Bruce wal k away.



13

13A

DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT ONE - 6/13/05 - YELLOW 13.

EXT. RECREATI ONAL VEHI CLE - MOMENTS LATER

A run-down, hand-painted recreation vehicle; a flower and
rai nbow notif.

| NT. RECREATI ONAL VEHI CLE - CONTI NUOUS

NI KKI GRI FFI TH ( 25) abundantl%épregnant nges on a
futon, perusing a magazi ne aring a t| dyed ternlty
dress, a dai sy crown rldlng at op her head he

furni shings are deC|dedIy retro, right down to the shag
car pet. he | ooks up as:

The side door opens to reveal Brian..

BRI AN

Baby, are you dressed? | got
sonebody you need to neet.

Ni kki has her back to the door as she's slipping into a
| oose fitting shirt.

NI KKI
Brian, I"'mtrying to..
(TURNS, stunned)
Oh ny God! No way!

REVERSE
Johnny enters behind a beam ng Bri an.
BRI AN
Can you believe it? It's really
hi m
NI KKI

(starstruck)

This is such an incredibl e honor.
Brian and | have every article
ever witten about you.

J OHNNY
You do?

BRI AN

W're way into the whole spiritua
nature of the cosnos thing. Mn
versus Nature.

Johnny nods, but isn't sure what this guy's tal king about.

NI KKI
You pr obably already knem1that

bei ng you. on't you
Sit 80mn VE got pYenty ofyroom

, | ooki ng back; searchlng futilely for an

Johnny hesitates
nally relents; unconf or t abl e.

out . He fin

JOHNNY
Maybe just for a m nute.

13

13A
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| NT. RECREATI ONAL VEHI CLE - MOMENTS LATER

Johnny sits across fromthe young couple. They stare
back at him mesnerized. An awkward scenario as they
| aunch rapid-fire inquiries...

NI KKI
So, do you see your visions in
bl ack and white or in color?

J OHNNY
well. ..

BRI AN
|s there sound?

NI KKI
St er eo.

BRI AN
Sur r ound!

They sm|le at each other as they are clearly loving this.

JOHNNY
It's not exactly like that...

NI KKI
Can you tell how sonething' s gonna
turn out? Like if there's going
to be a happy endi ng?

J OHNNY
Happy endi ng?

Brian and Ni kki share a conspiratorial | ook.

BRI AN
W don't nean to be rude or
anyt hi ng, but would you m nd?

Ni kki I'ifts her baggy t-shirt exposing her very ripe belly.
Johnny' s taken aback by such a personal gesture.

J OHNNY
Gee, | don't know. ..

NI KKI

We just wanna' know if everything's
cool with the little one.

( CONTI NUED)

14
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CONTI NUED: 14
BRI AN
Ni kki gets these feeling sonetines.
Li ke when sonething bad is going
t o happen.

NI KKI
Not |ike you.

BRI AN
It would sure nake us feel better.

Johnny hesitates, but the |ook on their faces is too nuch
for himto ignore.

JOHNNY
| guess | could give it a try.

The young husband and w fe take each other's hand, then..

CLOSE ON NI KKI'S STOVACH

Johnny's fingers hover over her belly. GCentle contact...
VHOOSH!

MATCH, MOVE, PAN... 15

Ni kki screans in trenendous pain, a blood curdling shriek.
Sweat pours down her ashen face. Her breathing strained

and uneven. Intense | abor underway... still in the RV,
still stuck in traffic.
NI KKI

(excruci ating pain)
There's sonething wong! There's
sonmet hing wong with ny baby!
RESUME SCENE ON JOHNNY 16

Johnny is enotionally rocked as he flashes out of the
vision...

NI KKI
wel | ?

BRI AN
| s everything alright?

Two sets of expectant eyes |locked on him Johnny nusters
a reassuring smile..

( CONTI NUED)
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16 CONTI NUED: 16

JOHNNY
Yeah, everything | ooks... cool.

BRI AN
| told you it was gonna be fine.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 2) 16

NI KKI
| | ove you, baby.

BRI AN
| | ove you, too.

Brian and N kki smle and kiss; concerns assuaged. They
evolve into a passionate kiss. Of Johnny's | ook as he
feels like a third wheel at a nake-out session..

BRUCE (O S.)
It's called the sciatic nerve...

EXT. H GHWAY - CONTI NUOUS 17

Bruce has connected wi th Denise; the sunbathing beauty.
She repeatedly msts herself with a spray bottle.

BRUCE
It runs fromthe | ower spine al
the way down to the bottom of the
feet.

DENI SE
Amazi ng.
(beat)
Ch, 1" m Deni se.

BRUCE
Bruce.

They shake hands, a nutual spark or two.

| NCLUDE JOHNNY
A man on a mssion as he pulls Bruce a few steps aside.

J OHNNY
W have to talk.

BRUCE
s it about ne? Maybe sone good
news?

J OHNNY
Not this time.

BRUCE
Then |' m ki nda' busy.

He sm | es back at Deni se.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2)

JOHNNY
It's inportant. | need your cel
phone.
BRUCE
Why ?
JOHNNY
Can | just have it?

Bruce goes to dig the phone fromhis pocket, as..

DENI SE
It won't work.

They both | ook back at her.

J OHNNY
Excuse ne?

She hol ds up her own phone.

DENI SE
There's no signal. It's like
we're in sone kind of... dead

Zzone.

Johnny and Bruce exchange a know ng | ook.

BRUCE

What's goi ng on?
JOHNNY

| met a girl. She's pregnant.
BRUCE

Pregnant? You were only over
there for ten m nutes.

JOHNNY
Very funny. | think she m ght go
into | abor any second.
BRUCE
Qut here?
JOHNNY
Exactly.
BRUCE

(thinks, then)
Maybe they can drive out on the
shoul der of the road.

( CONTI NUED)

YELLOW 17.

17
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17 CONTI NUED: ( 3) 17

DENI SE
| npossi bl e.

They | ook back at her again.

DENI SE
The shoul der is too narrow for a
car, plus there's drai nage pipes
every hundred yards. | checked.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 4) 17

Johnny hands Bruce his phone, opening the Mirano's
passenger door; stepping up onto the seat for a better
Vi ew.

BRUCE
Hey! Watch the | eather!

Johnny scans the sea of traffic. Something in the distance
connects. Bingo! Johnny junps down.

JOHNNY
Keep trying 911.

BRUCE
Where are you goi ng?

JOHNNY

To find sonebody who can hel p.
He takes off through the parked cars. SHOT HOLDS on Bruce.

W TH JOHNNY 18
TRACKI NG t hrough traffic. Traversing a maze of immobile
vehi cl es and random MOTORI STS, until he reaches a..

PCLI CE CRUI SER - H GHWAY PATROL

| andl ocked by the traffic; another victimof the

congestion. Johnny rounds the driver's side -- the car

is enpty. As he peers in through the w ndow. ..

MASSEY (O S.)
Can | help you?

Johnny TURNS to face..

OFFI CER J. NMASSEY
a man in his early thirties, crewut; substantial physique

straining against the confines of his police uniform
Hi s nane tag reads J. NMASSEY.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT ONE - 6/13/05 -
CONTI NUED:
JOHNNY
O ficer, thank God you're here.
There's a woman. She's going to
need nedi cal attention.
MASSEY
&oi ng to need?
JOHNNY
She's going to have a baby. |
don't think we have much tine.
MASSEY
You a doctor?
JOHNNY
Uh, no, |'mnot.
MASSEY
Then what are we tal ki ng about ?
JOHNNY
I f you could just get on your
radio and call in a helicopter..
MASSEY
A helicopter? Alright, |I've heard
enough. You should go back to
your. ..
JOHNNY
It could be a matter of life and
deat h.

YELLOW 19.

18

Massey considers the | ook in Johnny's eyes and slips behind

t he wheel of his cruiser.

JOHNNY
Thank you.

He picks up the handset. (NOTE: THERE SHOULD BE A LABEL

SOVEWHERE THAT READS "UNI T 557".)
MASSEY

D spatch, this is Unit 557

requesti ng assi stance..

Over.

The speaker returns a volley of STATIC

MASSEY
| repeat... This is Unit
O ficer needs assi stance.

More STATIC. He regards Johnny.

557.
Over.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT ONE - 6/13/05 - YELLOW 20.

CONTI NUED: ( 2) 18

MASSEY

One of the transm ssion towers
must be out.

JOHNNY
Qut ?

MASSEY
It's mcro-wave. The signal drops
of fline sonetines when it gets
too hot. It should be back up
soon.

JOHNNY
You'll keep trying, right?

Johnny leans into the car, resting the pal mof his hand
on the doorfrane. A blast of STATIC erupts fromthe
speakers... WHOOSH

EXT. DI RT ROAD - MORNI NG - VI SI ON 19
Johnny has taken O ficer Massey's place, wearing his

uni form Speaking into the sane handset; standin

al ongside his parked cruiser. Just ahead... an old farm

pi ckup; askew in a ditch

OFFI CER JOHNNY

Unit 557... |'ve got an abandoned
pi ckup on Potters Road. Maine
tags... Delta-Nancy-8-8-4.

DI SPATCHER (O. S.)
Roger 557. Proceed with caution.
Suspect is considered arned and
danger ous.

OFFI CER JOHNNY
Copy di spatch

O ficer Johnny drops the radio, replacing it with his
service 9nm He approaches the truck with caution, the
power ful pistol |eading the way...

JOHNNY' S POV - INSIDE OF THE CAB

A beam of |ight dances across the tattered uphol stery.
Drops of blood stain the fabric. Shards of shattered
gl ass everywhere. QO herw se enpty.

BACK TO OFFI CER JOHNNY

headi ng back to his cruiser, holstering his weapon. Back
to the radio...

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT ONE - 6/17/05 - GREEN 21.

CONTI NUED:

OFFI CER JOHNNY
Di spatch, this is 557... all clear.
Suspect is gone. Contact CSU to
gat her evidence. Over.

FOOTSTEPS from behi nd draw Johnny's attention. He TURNS. .

A pipe swings through the air... our world goes BLACK

RESUME SCENE

Johnny fl ashes out of the vision to nore static.

MASSEY
"1l let you know when | make
contact. Until then, | suggest

you return to your vehicle.
On Johnny, considering what he just saw.

The police officer raises an eyebrow, studying him
curiously.

MASSEY
There sonet hing el se on your m nd?

O f Johnny's hesitation, a long conflicted beat...

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT ONE

19

20
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT TWDO - 6/20/05 - GOLD

ACT TWO
FADE | N:

CLCSE ON A CAR RADI O
DI SC JOCKEY (O. S.)
It's three o' clock in the east.
I"'mJamm n' Jack with a prinme
tinme news flash...
EXT. H GHWAY - CONTI NUOUS - MOVI NG

t hrough the gridlock and notorists. The festive nood has

22.

21

22

ebbed, replaced by long, frustrated faces. The oppressive

conbi nati on of boredom hel pl essness, and sweltering heat
taking a toll.

DI SC JOCKEY (O S.)

Police activity has a ten-mle
stretch of interstate ninety-five
conpletely shutdown. No word yet
on what's going on. For all you
unfortunate souls stuck out
there. ..

(sarcastic)
Happy fourth of July! This is
' The Boss' Bruce Springsteen..

As a HAND reaches in and kills the radio..

NEW ANGLE

Johnny and Bruce | ean on the Murano's fender. Bot h down
to undershirts. Hot, sweaty and unconfort abl e.

BRUCE
What did the cop say when you
told himabout the vision?

J OHNNY
He | ooked at ne like | was nuts.

Can't really blane him Wiy shoul d
he believe a total stranger?

A beat .

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE:

CONTI NUED:

"I ndependence Day" - ACT TWO - 6/17/05 -

JOHNNY
"1l try talkin' to himagain
| ater, right now we got bigger
problens. 1've asked around and
you're the closet thing to a doctor
we' ve got.

BRUCE
Me?

Bruce reacts; the pressure and heat getting to him

BRUCE
| can't believe this! M |ast
day on earth and |'m stuck out
here in the m ddl e of nowhere
playing mdw fe to sonme Dead- head
wannabes!

JOHNNY
Look, it's hot and it's
unconfortable, but you are not
gonna' die today. Not if | can
stop it.

A silent beat. Then...

BRUCE
Y' ever wonder if bad things happen
for a reason? Like naybe there's
a plan for each of us and when we
mess with it, it throws the whol e
thing off bal ance.

JOHNNY
You nean, when | nmess with it?

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT TWD - 6/6/05 - PINK 24.

22 CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

BRUCE
| just wonder if it has
consequences we haven't consi dered.

J OHNNY
Trust me, |'ve considered them
Besides, if there is a cosnmc
pl an, nmy dead zone nust be a part
of it, right?

Bruce nods, as...

JAKE (0. S.)
HEADS UP!

Johnny reacts, looking up just in time to catch an incom ng
footbal l... WHOOSH

23 EXT. CEMETERY - DAY - VI SI ON

Lush rolling hills, a sprawling expanse dotted with
headst ones. (Qbserver Johnny stands al ongside a M DDLE
AGED COUPLE, the woman sobs; her husband doing his best
to confort her

She kneel s down at a grave marker, |aying out a bouquet
of flowers. Addressing the stone through tears..

MOURNI NG WOMVAN
It doesn't make sense. He was
only eighteen. Nobody should die
at eighteen.

Johnny cones around. .
THE HEAD STONE

"IN LOVI NG MEMORY CF OUR SON' Jake Philips. June 8,
1988 - July 4, 2006

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT TWD - 6/13/05 - YELLOW 25.

CONTI NUED: 23
WHOCSH
BACK TO JOHNNY 24

Bruce is watching himas he flashes out of the vision.

JOHNNY
(to hinself)
July fourth... that's today.

JAKE

hovers by the Jeep, flanked by his friends; all staring
at Johnny.

JAKE
Hey, mster! Little help!

JOHNNY

stares back at Jake. Bruce can tell there's sonething
wWr ong.

BRUCE
VWhat now?

JOHNNY
That kid is going to die today.
| just saw his parents standing
over his grave.

BRUCE
How?
JOHNNY
n't know But |I'mstarting

| do
t hi nk we both should have stayed
in the car.

Wth that he |launches the football back

Jake | eaps for a perfect catch. Lateraling the ball to
an unsuspecting friend. The football skins off his
friend' s fingertips, skittering end over end..

SLAMM NG of f the wi ndshield of the white pickup.

CLOSE ON THE PASSENGER SI DE DOOR 25

as it opens... a few spent beer cans cascadi ng out, as

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT TWDO - 6/6/05 - PINK 26

CONTI NUED: 25

G i mwobbles fromthe cab; clearly intoxicated. He picks
the football up off the pavenent.

JAKE
Sorry about that.

GRI M
This belong t'you?

JAKE
Yeabh. Can | have it back?

HANK
G ve the kid his football

GRIM
Sure thing, little brother.

He pulls a significant hunting knife fromhis belt sheath,
driving it nmercilessly into the pigskin. H'SS' He tosses
the deflated ball back to Jake.

RM

Here ya' go.
JAKE

(angry)

What's your problenf

Jake steps towards the big man hol ding the hunting knife.

JOHNNY

J OHNNY
Ch, no.

He rushes in, intercepting Jake before he can reach Gim

JOHNNY
Whoa! Take it easy!

JAKE
Quy just stabbed ny football to
deat h!

GRI M

Bring it on, college boy!
JOHNNY

It's not worth it, Jake. He's
| ooking for a fight.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT TWDO - 6/6/05 - PINK 27

CONTI NUED: (2)

JAKE
(taken aback)
Who are you? How d you know ny
name?

JOHNNY
Wal k away and |'Ill explain.
Pl ease? Just wal k away.

Jake hesitates, his anger waning. Gimwatches them go;
poppi ng open a new brew.

GRI M
That's right! Go have yourself a
nice cry... bitch

BRUCE
Don't you think you' ve had enough

to drink?

Gimturns to face him

GRI M
What's it to you, bro?
BRUCE
Al cohol doesn't mx too well with
t he sun.
GRI M
Hear that, little brother? W

new friend thinks |I've had too
much to drink

HANK
He's right.

He regards Bruce wth a | ook.
HANK
It's okay, I'll keep an eye on
hi m
Bruce starts away, when sonething catches his eye...

BRUCE
Son of a... it was you guys!

Pl CKUP' S FENDER

badly dented, scuffed with paint fromthe Mirano.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT TWD - 6/13/05 - YELLOW 28.

CONTI NUED: ( 3) 25
BACK TO BRUCE
anger burning in his eyes. Approaching Hank.
BRUCE
You sidesw ped ny car back at the
truck stop.

Bef ore Hank can respond, Gimintercedes.

GRIM
Your beef is wwth nme. | was
driving.

BRUCE
Then you' re gonna' pay for the
repairs.

GRIM
Hell 1 am

Gi m pushes Bruce; hard. Bruce gathers hinself, puffs
hi s chest and charges..

NEW ANGLE 26
Johnny | eads Jake to the Jeep, |ooking back; shocked..
JOHNNY

(to Jake)
Stay here.

Johnny rushes back to Bruce's side, hel ping himup.

JOHNNY
What's goi ng on?

BRUCE
These jerks smashed up ny car.

GRIM
| "' m gonna snmash nore than that,
you keep runnin' that nouth!

BRUCE
Bring it on, Jethro!

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT TWD - 6/13/05 - YELLOW 29.

CONTI NUED: 26

JOHNNY
Ckaxz it's over. There's
not hi ng. . .
Bruce reacts.

BRUCE
John, | ook out!

Johnny turns... right into Gims left hook. As it catches
his chin... WHOOSH

VI SI ON 27
Gim battered and bruised, stands over Hank's bl oodied

body; |ying unconscious on a gurney, his face caked in

bl ood; wearing the same plaid shirt. H's body is |oaded

into the back of an anbul ance. The doors slamshut to

reveal Observer Johnny watching... WHOOSH

RESUVE SCENE - ON JOHNNY 28
as Gims punch follows through; rocking his jaw. The

street brawl continues around him Bruce, Gim Hank, and
now Jake in the m x.

NEW ANGLE

As a police baton SLAMS down across the hood of Bruce's

car, stealing everyone's attention.

REVEAL OFFI CER MASSEY

gl ari ng back at the conbat ants.

BRUCE
(wounded)
My car.
MASSEY

Next idiot throws a punch is gonna
spend the afternoon | ocked in the
back seat of ny cruiser... with

t he wi ndows up

JAKE
(pointing at Gim
He started it.

R M
That's gar bage!

JAKE
You' re gar bage!

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT TWD - 6/6/05 -

CONTI NUED:
O ficer Massey slanms his stick down again.

MASSEY
THAT' S ENOUCH

Everyone goes qui et.

MASSEY
Traffic's going to start noving
soon. Until then, | want everybody
back to their cars... now

One by one, people shuffle back to their vehicles;

MUTTERI NG frustrati ons under their breath.
Massey turns away, as...

J OHNNY
Oficer?

Massey keeps noving as Johnny catches up with him

MASSEY
That i ncl udes you, Doctor.

JOHNNY
Doctor, that's funny. There's
sonet hi ng happeni ng here. People
are going to get hurt. Sone of
them are going to die.

This brings Massey to a stop.

MASSEY
| checked on your pregnant girl.
She's fine.

BRUCE
My friend knows things, Oficer.
You can call Sheriff Bannerman in
Cl eaves M1 s.

MASSEY

Can't call anyone right now.
JOHNNY

Then you'll just have to trust

ne.

Pl NK 30.

As Massey considers the problem A WOVAN S SCREAM br eaks

the sil ence.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT TWD - 6/6/05 - PINK 31.

CONTI NUED: (2)

JOHNNY
Ni kKi .

| NT. RECREATI ONAL VEHI CLE - MOMENTS LATER

Bruce and Brian try to confort a panting N kki; suffering
t hrough painful contractions. Labor underway.

BRUCE
(checki ng his watch)
Contractions are fifteen m nutes
apart and getting stronger.

NI KKI
(panting, in disconfort
and sweati ng)
| s that good?

BRUCE
Means you have tine.

Bruce | ooks over his shoul der; hei ghtened concern.

BRUCE
She's okay... for now

REVEAL JOHNNY AND NMASSEY
side by side, watching things unfold fromthe doorway.
MASSEY
How coul d you know this was goi ng
to happen?
Ni kki interjects through the pain..

NI KKI
He's psychi c!

Massey scoffs; a non-believer.

BRI AN
It's true. See for yourself...

He hands Massey a folder with sonme of Johnny's press
clippings. Massey studies them then..

MASSEY
Can | talk to you outside?

28
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT TWD - 6/6/05 -

EXT. RECREATI ONAL VEHI CLE - CONTI NUOUS
Massey | eads Johnny out of prying earshot.

MASSEY
Maybe you are what you claim or
maybe you're just | ucky.

JOHNNY
Lucky?

MASSEY
Wman's ni ne nonths al ong. Baby
was bound to cone out one of these
days. | know how the con works. ..
| aw of averages and such

JOHNNY
It doesn't matter. The fact is
we have to get that girl to a
hospi t al

Massey wavers. An uncertain beat.
MASSEY
"1l try ny radio again. Anything
changes, you let ne know.
Massey noti ces sonet hi ng. .

MASSEY
Better watch your step.

Massey wal ks away, as Johnny | ooks down. ..

H S SNEAKER

sneared with a bl ack substance; slick motor oil

JOHNNY

Pl NK 32.

| eans down curiously, w ping sone of the oil onto his

bare finger... WHOOSH

MATCH, MOVE, MORPH...

Johnny stands, now clad in an orange prison junpsuit;

State Penitentiary stenciled across the chest.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT TWD - 6/6/05 - PINK 33.

CONTI NUED: 30
He gasps for air, sweating profusely; concealed in a

t hi cket of tall grass and heavy brush. Moonlight the

only illumnation. A beat of silence, then bl oodhounds

BAY in the distance; on his scent. Johnny reacts, darting
off into the night...

FLASH! 31
Fugi tive Johnny runs through an open field at dawn,

repeat edly checki ng back over his shoulder. He reaches a
post and rail fence, pausing to catch his breath..

JOHNNY' S POV

j ust beyond the fence, an old working farm A beat up

truck parked al ongside a barn..

FLASH! 32

FARM TRUCK

the driver's door open. Johnny works beneath the dash,
fiddling wth the exposed wiring. A beat. The engine
RUMBLES to |life. Johnny sits upright, sporting a
triunphant smle, until...

FARMER (O S.)
Don't nove!

Johnny reacts, going for the door handle..

NEW ANGLE

a pudgy FARMER | evel s an antiquated shotgun and fires.
BANG

JOHNNY
gets the door shut as the w ndow expl odes and races off.

The Farmer chases his truck for a few steps, then trails
of f; exhaust ed.

I NT. FARM TRUCK - VI SI ON - CONTI NUOUS 33

Johnny drives frantically, pedal pinned. He slowy |ooks
down, grimacing in pain..

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT TWD - 6/6/05 - PINK 34.

CONTI NUED: 33
H S HAND

conmes away fromhis side, revealing a snear of bl ood.
He's been shot. FLASH

EXT. H GHWAY - VI SION - DAY 34
Observer Johnny, still in his prison orange, stands am dst
a sea of gridlocked cars; present day. H!
RESUMVE SCENE ON JOHNNY 35
floored by the vision. He takes off after Massey...
JOHNNY
Wai t!

Agai n, Massey stops and turns.

MASSEY
VWhat now?

JOHNNY
The traffic jam They're | ooking
for an escaped convict. That's
why the road is shut down. [|I'm
right, aren't [?

Massey's expression changes. He considers Johnny, then..

MASSEY
H s nane's Marvin Fel ps. He broke
out of the State Penitentiary
| ate | ast night.

JOHNNY
How dangerous is he?
MASSEY
Extrenel y.
JOHNNY
He's here.
MASSEY
What ?
JOHNNY
Fel ps... he's here with us.

O f Massey's reaction..
FADE QUT.

END OF ACT TWO
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT THREE - 6/13/05 - YELLOW 35.

ACT THREE
FADE | N:

THE SUN 36

burning brightly in a perfect, cloudless sky. Beating
down; nercil essly.

DI SC JOCKEY (O S.)
Hour three and no end in sight
for you tortured souls stranded
out on interstate ninety-five.
Janmm n' Jack knows just how you
feel.

A DASHBOARD

t he vinyl baking away; discarded crayons nelting in the
heat; oozing off the dash..

DI SC JOCKEY (O S.)
Hang in there folks. Sweet relief
is on the way... this is the Voodoo
child hinself, Mster Jim Hendrix.

Soneone sl ans the car door shut just as the nusic starts.

EXT. H GHWAY - DAY 37
Johnny and Bruce WALK qui ckly past the parked car.
JOHNNY
The oil | stepped in nust've
dri pped from what ever car Fel ps
was riding in.

As they pass random PEOPLE, Bruce eyes them suspiciously.

BRUCE

Any idea what he | ooks I|ike?
JOHNNY

No. But he's got a gunshot in

hi s side.

(poi nti ng)

Ri ght here.

BRUCE

Then he shouldn't be hard to spot.
What's the cop doing about it?

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT THREE - 6/6/05 -

CONTI NUED:

JOHNNY
He's checking IDs. Making sure
everyone's who they say they are.

BRUCE
This day just keeps getting
wei rder.

JOHNNY

(di sturbed)
And t he body count keeps ri sing.

BRUCE
You think it has sonething do
wth me... with what you saw happen

to me?
Johnny considers the question, then..

BRIAN (O S.)
Br uce! M ster Smth!

REVEAL Brian, he's frantic and scared.
BRI AN
Sonmet hing's wong with Ni kki!

| NT. / EXT. RECREATI ONAL VEHI CLE - CONTI NUOUS

A frantic Brian wpes the matted hair from N kki's

perspiration drenched forehead.

BRI AN
She just stopped talking.
BRUCE
It's burning hot in here.
BRI AN
The engi ne overheated. | had to

turn it off.
Bruce places his hand on N kki's forehead.

BRUCE
Ni kki, can you hear ne?

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE:

CONTI NUED:

"I ndependence Day" - ACT THREE - 6/13/05 -

Ni kki's eyes ease open; distant.

BRUCE
No good. The sodium || only make
thi ngs worse. | need sone...
He turns back to Johnny... but he's already gone.

NI KKI
Sonmet hing's wong with ny baby.
BRUCE
The baby's fine. It's you. You're
dehydr at ed.
(to Brian)

You have anything to drink?

BRI AN
Just diet soda. W were gonna
stock up at the next rest stop.

EXT. H GHWAY - SAME TI ME - MOVI NG W TH JOHNNY

as he weaves through cars, calling out...

Most peopl

stops Johnny, bl ocking his path.

J OHNNY
Water! We need water!

YELLOW 37.

38

39

e turn away; ignoring his plea. The |ead Biker

Serving up an intense

gl are, punctuated by a nasty scar on his | eather cheek.

The bi ker'

Bl KER #1
What' s the probl em chief?

JOHNNY
There's a pregnant wonman. She
needs fl ui ds.

s snarl curls into a slight smle.

Bl KER #1
(to his pals)
You heard the man. Let's find
the | ady sonme H20

The bi kers inmediately span out...

Bangi ng on peoples wi ndows; hitting themup for whatever
t hey can spare.
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT THREE - 6/6/05 - PINK 38.

NEW ANGLE

the | ead Bi ker approaches a scrawny MAN sitting behind
the wheel of his car, sipping froma bottle of water...

Bl KER #1
You done with that?

MAN
No.

The bi ker yanks the bottle out of his hand.

Bl KER #1
Now you are. Have a nice day.

NEW ANGLE - MOVI NG W TH JOHNNY

t hrough cars and random notorists. He rounds an SUV,
comng face to face wwth Hank. A tense beat.

JOHNNY
| don't want any trouble.

HANK
Gims sleepin' it off. He's not
a bad guy, just lets his tenper
get the best of him

JOHNNY

Day hasn't been easy on anyone.
HANK

Tell your friend I'm sorry about

his car. |'mgood for the repairs.
JOHNNY

He'l | appreciate that.
Hank retrieves the infanous cooler fromthe truck bed.

HANK
(offering it to Johnny)
Sonme ice. For the girl.

J OHNNY
Thanks.

Deni se, the sunbather, approaches. O fering Johnny her
spray bottle.

DENI SE
It m ght help cool her off.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT THREE - 6/6/05 - PINK 39.

CONTI NUED:

J OHNNY
Thanks.

The Young Boy and Grl with the sparklers step up next,
presenting Johnny with two candy bars.

One by one, other notorists approach, offering whatever
they can. Piling stuff into his hands..

BIKER #1 (O S.)
Hey chi ef!

REVEAL THE Bl KERS

each bal ancing a dozen or so bottles of water in their
hands. Sporting trenendous grins.

Bl KER #1
Sonebody say they need a drink'a
wat er ?

| NT. RECREATI ONAL VEHI CLE - CONTI NUQUS

Bruce wipes a wet cloth across N kki's forehead. Her
condition has clearly worsened.

Bruce clinbs out of the RV, joining Johnny.

BRUCE
Any sign of Fel ps?

JOHNNY
No. How s Ni kki?

BRUCE
Bur ni ng up, which neans the baby
is, too. W have to get her
t enper at ure down.

J OHNNY
There's some i ce.

BRUCE
It's not enough.
REVEAL THE LEAD BI KER
eavesdroppi ng fromthe doorway.
Bl KER #1

How about sone rocky road?

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT THREE - 6/6/05 - PINK 40.

CONTI NUED:

Johnny and Bruce share a slightly confused | ook.

EXT. H GHWAY - ESTABLI SHI NG

A refrigerated cube truck i mobilized on the other side
of the medi an; Hendersons Hone Made |ce Cream stencil ed
on the side.

| NT. |1 CE CREAM TRUCK - CONTI NUCUS

The DRIVER sits in the cab, perusing an open newspaper.
He | ooks up... alarnmed by what he sees.

Johnny approaches on a direct intercept course; followed
by a swarm of other notorists |led by the Bikers.

EXT. | CE CREAM TRUCK - CONTI NUOUS

The driver clinbs down, neeting Johnny and his entourage.

DRI VER
(nervous)
What do you want ?

JOHNNY
Your freezer still working?

DRI VER
Sure. It's got its own conpressor

JOHNNY
W need to put a worman in there.

DRI VER
Come agai n?

JOHNNY
She's pregnant. |f we don't get
her body tenp down, her baby m ght
be in danger.

DRI VER
Freezer's full. | can't account
for the inventory, it'll mean ny

j ob.
Johnny | ooks around at the surroundiP? crowd; haggard
e

faces. He reaches for his wallet, offering the driver
his credit card...

JOHNNY
You take plastic?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

Of the driver's curious reaction.

NEW ANGLE - MOMENTS LATER

Two Bi kers stand in the freezer tossing two-gallon druns
of ice creamout to a huge jubilant crowd...

Bl KER #1
Cherry vanilla? How 'bout rum
rai sin?

PAN OVER to the rear of the freezer conpartnment to FIND
Ni kki | aying out across sonme cardboard boxes; a direct
fl ow of cool air blow ng across her body. Brian kneels
at her side, holding her hand.

BRI AN
It's gonna' be okay, baby.

Bruce clinbs out of the truck, joining Johnny.

BRUCE
Ten mnutes in there and her body
tenp' Il cone right down.

JOHNNY

It's not going to stop the baby
from com ng.

BRUCE
No, but at |east they have a
chance.
JOHNNY
(over whel ned)
What about you... and the rest of
t hese people? How do | hel p thenf
BRUCE
This all started with nme, right?
JOHNNY
So?
BRUCE

So, go back to the begi nning.

Bruce offers his hand. Johnny hesitates, reluctant.

BRUCE
| trust you.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 45
A beat. Johnny reaches out, making contact... WHOOSH
MATCH, MOVE, MORPH... 46

Anot her section of highway. Qbserver Johnny stands am dst
the aftermath of a multiple car pile-up... cars and trucks
SMASHED and TW STED. Snol dering, twsted netal. Survivors
mll about in a daze. Johnny noves through, passing by
famliar faces...

A battered Gimtries to free Hank's body fromthe
overturned pickup..

Jake lies on the side of the road; thrown fromthe open
Jeep. ..

Then Johnny SEES t he Mirano..

OBSERVER JCHNNY
Br uce!

He runs over to the crunpled car; it's torn open like a
tin can...

I NT. MJURANO - CONTI NUQUS - VI SI ON a7

Bruce sits in the driver seat, gripping the wheel; his
hazy gaze | ocked ahead. Johnny |leans in through the open
passenger side w ndow.

OBSERVER JOHNNY
Bruce, hang in there. You gotta
fight.

Bruce slowly turns to him.. a trickle of blood escapes
the corner of his mouth. Two simlar streans materialize
fromhis nostrils. His eyes flicker as he eases back in
the seat, taking a final strained breath as he passes
away. Johnny takes it in; horrified. He TURNS and again
sees the highway sign that reads, BAYVILLE ROAD EXIT..
WHOOSH!

RESUME ON JCOHNNY 48

clarity; the pieces falling into place.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

J OHNNY
It's a pile-up.

BRUCE
VWhat ?

J OHNNY
Sone kind of chain reaction
acci dent .

BRUCE
How?

J OHNNY

| don't know.

A stream of people nove past Johnny, slowy returning to
their cars. He reacts with concern, stopping the Biker
as he passes...

JOHNNY
What's goi ng on?

Bl KER #1
Radi o' s sayin' the highway's about
to reopen. We're goin' hone.

The Bi ker noves off. Bruce reads Johnny's concern.

BRUCE
Cops nust've caught Fel ps.

J OHNNY
(deci sive beat)
| have to find Massey. You start
war ni ng everyone. Keep them out
of their cars as |long as you can.

BRUCE
VWat do | tell thenf

J OHNNY
How ' bout the truth?

Bruce hesitates at the suggestion, then relents and runs
of f.

JOHNNY
(calling out)
Bruce!

Bruce stops, |ooking back.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2)

JOHNNY
What ever you do... don't |eave
wi t hout ne.

Bruce nods and takes off as Johnny considers his next
nove. ..

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT THREE

48
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
EXT. H GHWAY - DAY 49
Johnny approaches the police cruiser... no sign of Massey.

He steps around to the rear of the car.
Resting his open hand on the rear deck. WHOOSH

VI SI ON - PASSI NG THROUGH THE SHEET METAL 49A

into the trunk conpartnent, to reveal AN UNCONSCI OQUS MAN
tied and bound; in his boxers and undershirt. Dried bl ood
on his forehead. FLASH

DI RT ROAD - MORNI NG - VI S| ON 49AA

The Real O ficer Massey (the unconscious man) speaks into
hi s hand- hel d radio..

REAL MASSEY

Di spatch, this is 557... all clear.

Suspect is gone. Contact CSU to

gat her evidence. Over.
FOOTSTEPS from behind draw his attention. He turns..
Fel ps, in his prison junpsuit, strikes himacross the
head with a pipe. The Real Massey drops. FLASH
FROM I NSI DE THE TRUNK - PI TCH BLACK 49AB
The lid sw ngs open, flooding the conpartnment with |ight.
The Real Massey's bound and tied body (in boxers) is

dropped in wth a sickening THUD;, obscuring our view.
FLASH!

DI RT ROAD - MOMENT LATER 49AC
Fel ps, wearing Massey's unbuttoned police shirt, grimces

as he waps gauze around his gunshot wound. The Real

Massey's MOANS and MUFFLED PROTESTS draw hi m back to the

open trunk...

REAL MASSEY' S POV

Fel ps | eans over him glaring down; conjuring a sadistic
grin.

He cocks back a clenched fist, unleashing a violent attack! *

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED

PAN OVER to REVEAL (bserver Johnny standi ng over Fel ps
shoul der; watching. Cringing at the brutality. FLASH
| NT. POLI CE CRU SER - VI SI ON

The rear passenger door flies open, dunping Massey into
t he back seat.

He rights hinself, pulling the door shut; yanking the gun

fromits holster, resting it on his leg in ready position.

H s breathing erratic, his skin pasty and pal e; sweating
profusely. @ ancing down at his side, grinacing...

CLOSE ON MASSEY' S M DSECTI ON

as he unbuttons the | ower section of his shirt to reveal
t he bl ood soaked gauze; profuse bleeding. Substanti al
bl ood | oss.

RESUME ON MASSEY - CLOSE

H s eyes slip closed, then flutter open as he fights the
i npul se; hovering on the edge of consciousness. Finally
succunbi ng as his eyes ease shut and he sl unps over.
WHOOSH!

RESUME SCENE - ON JOHNNY
reacting to the shocking ramfications of the vision.

EXT. ANOTHER SECTI ON OF H GHWAY - SAME TI ME
A steady stream of people file past Bruce, noving

purposely. He bucks the current |ike a proverbial sal non.

Trying futilely to get their attention..

BRUCE
Excuse ne... Pardon ne... Sir?
Lady?
Nobody st ops.
BRUCE
You can't go yet... Please, just
listen... It's dangerous..

Bruce burns with uncertainty; this is hopel ess.

| NT. POLI CE CRU SER - THROUGH A REAR SI DE W NDOW
Johnny peers in.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 51

REVERSE

Massey is lying across the back seat of the cruiser;
unconscious. Hi's gun tightly in hand, folded across his
chest. A pool of blood has seeped through the fabric of
his uniform

JOHNNY

reacts; Massey is Fel ps.

He tries the driver's door... unlocked. He slips in.
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I NT. POLI CE CRUI SER - CONTI NUOUS

Johnny eases into the driver's seat. He casts a | ook
back at Massey, then goes for the car keys. They're not
there. He turns his attention to the radio, fiddling
with the dials... nore STATIC. Sonmething O S. draws his
attention...

J OHNNY
VWhat the. ..

He reaches under the dash...

CLOSER

the radio's wiring harness has been di sconnect ed.

RESUME ON JCOHNNY

He reconnects the wiring, then sits back as we see the
barrel of a pistol press against the nape of his neck.

REVEAL NMASSEY
glaring at himfrom behi nd.

MASSEY
| warned you.

EXT. RECREATI ONAL VEHI CLE - SAME TI ME

Brian is behind the wheel. Bruce |ooks up through the
w ndow. . .

BRUCE
Go straight to the emergency room
Don't stop for anything. And not
too fast.

BRI AN
Wl do.

NI KKI
Thank you. For everyt hing.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 53

BRUCE
Good | uck.

Bruce wat ches as the canper pulls away, the caravan of
bi kers trailing directly behind. The |ead biker shoots
Bruce a triunphant thunbs up as they pass..

I NT. POLI CE CRU SER - MOMVENTS LATER 54

Johnny behind the wheel. Massey now ridi ng shotgun, the
pi stol held |low, trained on Johnny.

JOHNNY
Fel ps.

MASSEY
(sarcastic)
Ww, you really are psychic.

J OHNNY
The radi o was never broken. You
coul d've called for an anbul ance
at anytine.

MASSEY
Drawi ng police attention was not
in ny best interest.

JOHNNY
The real Massey is tied up in the
trunk.
MASSEY
You shoul d take your act on the
r oad.
JOHNNY

Every | aw enforcenent officer in
the State is |ooking for you.

MASSEY
True. But now | have an insurance
policy... a genuine clairvoyant.

That's gotta' count for sonething.

Massey grimaces in pain, shifting unconfortably. Holding
hi s wounded m dsection. Johnny takes note..

J OHNNY
You need a doctor.

Massey tightens his grip on the gun.

( CONTI NUED)



54

55

DEAD ZONE: "I ndependence Day" - ACT FOUR - 6/6/05 - PINK 48.

CONTI NUED: 54
MASSEY
| need you to start this car and
drive. Now

Johnny starts the engine as we hear a cacophony of car
HORNS. . .

EXT. H GHWAY - SAME Tl ME 55

Bruce stands beside the Murano. (The other | anes have
started to nove.) The drivers trapped behind himlay on
t heir horns.

BRUCE
Come on, Johnny, where the hel
are you?

At that noment, the police cruiser slowy rolls past;
Johnny behi nd t he wheel .

EYE CONTACT
Bruce stares in disbelief as he and Johnny make eye contact
as the police cruiser rolls past; what the hell is going

on? Then sonething el se catches his attention, drawing a
stunned reaction...

BRUCE' S POV

Massey's drawn gun pointed at Johnny.

RESUME BRUCE

He | ooks around, then junps in behind the wheel...the
keys are gone.

BRUCE
He took ny keys.

Then he suddenly renenbers sonething and junps out of the
car and noves quickly to the front bunper. He reaches
hi s hand up under the bunper and retrieves a spare key
connected to a small nmagnet.

BRUCE
Looks like all those times | | ocked
mysel f outt'a ny car are gonna

pay off.

He hesitates a half beat...
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FLASHBACK 55A

Johnny and Bruce.

JOHNNY
What ever you do... don't |eave
wi t hout ne.
RESUVE BRUCE 55B

Maki ng a heroic decision to tenpt fate and try and save
his best friend, Bruce junps in the car and starts the
engi ne.

BRUCE
He'd do it for you.

He throws the car in gear and takes off.

EXT. H GHWAY - DAY - H GH ABOVE 56

as the free flowng traffic picks up speed. W FIND the
police cruiser in the mx...

JOHNNY (O S.)
Were are we goi ng?
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I NT. POLI CE CRUI SER - CONTI NUOUS 57

Massey scans the horizon; pure desperation.

MASSEY
Let me worry about that.

J OHNNY
This isn't gonna' end well.
know, 1've seen it.

MASSEY

Just keep that foot on the gas.

Johnny's eyes scan the horizon. H's expression falls..

JOHNNY' S POV - H G-WAY SI GN 57A
It reads, BAYVILLE ROAD EXIT 1 Ml e.

MEMORY FLASHBACK - BRUCE' S DEATH VI SI ON 57B
Qobserver Johnny | ooks back and sees the highway sign that
reads, BAYVILLE ROAD EXIT.
RESUVE JOHNNY 57C
appealing to Massey with an inpassioned urgency...
JOHNNY

There's going to be a bad acci dent.

| nnocent people are going to die..

you can prevent it.

Massey | ashes out, grabbing Johnny's arm tight...

VI SI ON 57D
MASSEY
(resol ute)
| can't go back to prison

Johnny stares back him utter disdain. Then his eyes
shift beyond Massey, registering alarm

J OHNNY
Bruce, no.

Massey takes note, turning..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 57D
THROUGH THE PASSENGER W NDOW

Bruce races alongside in the Murano. Locked on themwth

a determ ned gl are.

MASSEY

reacts; angered.

MASSEY
VWhat the hell?

He jans the gun through his open window. Aimng at Bruce,
he fires. BANG BANG

NEW ANGLE - THE MJRANO 58

Bruce's w ndow expl odes in a hailstormof projectile glass.
One of the slugs catches himin the shoul der. He swerves
hard, |osing control of the car..

The Miurano bucks wildly, spinning around to a jarring
halt; across lanes. Blocking the road. Horns BLARE and
tires SQUEAL with urgency, as fast approaching cars swerve
past .

(NOTE: | NCLUDE QUI CK SHOTS OF FAM LI AR GRI DLOCK CARS TAKI NG
EMERGENCY EVASI VE MANEUVERS; HANK, DEN SE, ETC.)

| NT. MURANO - CONTI NUCUS 58A
Bruce is slunped behind the wheel, wounded; confused.

The trenmendous roar of a HORN calls his attention..

BRUCE' S POV 58B
A tractor trailer (or other large vehicle) barrels towards

him a violent tee-bone collision inmmnent. The massive
truck grill seconds frominpact... WHOOSH

OM TTED 59
AND
60

RESUME SCENE - | NT. POLI CE CRU SER - DAY 61

Johnny snaps back to reality; the accident was a vision.
Massey is still gripping Johnny's arm

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 61

MASSEY
| can't go back to prison

Johnny's eyes shift beyond Massey...
THROUGH THE PASSENGER W NDOW

Bruce races al ongside in the Mirano.

RESUVE ON JOHNNY
a beat; the nonment of truth.

JOHNNY
And | can't let this happen.

He reaches across his body, securing his seatbelt. Massey
takes curious note, cocking the gun; jamnmng it at
Johnny. . .

MASSEY
What are you doi ng?

A deci si ve beat.

J OHNNY
Thi s!

Johnny sl ans hard on the brakes. The car jerks, thrusting

t he unbel ted Massey into the dash; jarring the gun from

hi s hand.

Bruce shoots past in the Murano, clearing the cruiser.

Johnny yanks the wheel hard right...

EXT. POLI CE CRU SER - CONTI NUOUS 62

The car SCREECHES across three |lanes, narrowl y avoi di ng
other traffic..

It smashes through a steel guardrail, careening over an
enbanknent . ..

Bunping violently over uneven terrain. Soaring skyward

into a violent barrel roll, finally SMASH NG to a halt;

upsi de down.

I NT. POLI CE CRU SER - CONTI NUCQUS 63
Johnny | eans back into FRAME; scratched and bruised but

W t hout serious injury.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 63
Massey | ays prostrate through the side w ndow, bl oodied

and i nmobi | e.

EXT. POLI CE CRU SER - CONTI NUQUS 64

Johnny crawl s through the driver side door and stunbles
qui ckly out of the car, still dazed.

Bruce's car skids to a stop on the shoul der of the highway.

He junps out and runs down the steep drop-off to where
Johnny is sitting on the ground.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 64
BRUCE
You okay?
J OHNNY
| think so.
BRUCE

That was crazy. You could have
been kil l ed.

JOHNNY
Better ne than everybody el se.

They watch as cars seemto nove past themin a slow safe
manner .

JOHNNY
(suddenly renenbers)
Massey.

Johnny hurries around to the now open trunk REVEALING ..

| NSI DE THE TRUNK

the tied and bound REAL OFFI CER MASSEY | ooks up at Johnny
as he renoves the duct tape fromhis nouth...

JOHNNY
Hang on, hel p's com ng.
REAL MASSEY
(strained)

Thank you.
Johnny can finally relax a little bit, as..

TI ME DI SSOLVE TGO

EXT. H GHWAY - LATER 65

An arny of POLI CE and EMERGENCY PERSONNEL have now arrived
on scene.

Bruce and Johnny watch as Fel ps is handcuffed to a gurney
and | oaded into an anbul ance.

Bruce checks his watch. ..
BRUCE

Y know, if we hurry, we can stil
make it for the fireworks.

( CONTI NUED)
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65 CONTI NUED: 65

JOHNNY
Okay, but I'mdriving.

BRUCE
What ever you say.

Bruce tosses himthe 'safety' key.

DI SSCLVE TQO
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A WALL CLOCK
It reads 11:45. W PAN DOVWN to REVEAL a..

HOSPI TAL WAI TI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Johnny, bandaged and cl eaned up; wites sonmething on a
pi ece of paper. Bruce paces back and forth, surrounded
by a few other famliar faces fromthe traffic jam

The | ead Bi ker enters, balancing a stack of coffee cups
on a tray as he rounds the corner..

Bl KER #1
Who needs a jolt of hot Java?

As the others reach in for a cup, sonething just behind
t hem cat ches Bruce's eye...

BRUCE
Bri an?

REVEAL BRI AN

Standing in the doorway, cloaked in surgical scrubs; his
face | ooks enotionally spent.

NEW ANGLE

the concerned crowd awaits his first words.

BRUCE
VWll? Wahat is it?

BRI AN
(big smle)
Twins! A boy and a girl!

They ALL CHEER; relieved | aughter, heartﬁ hugs and
handshakes for the new father. W LINGER in the
cel ebration, as...

BRUCE (V.Q.)
It's hard to believe such a | ousy
day could end so great.

EXT. HOSPI TAL PARKI NG LOT - MOMENTS LATER

The CAMERA FI NDS Johnny and Bruce wal ki ng away fromthe
hospi t al

JOHNNY

It was one for the books.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 67

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
(renmenberi ng)
Oh, that remnds ne, | have
sonmet hing for you

Johnny hands him a fol ded sheet of paper.

BRUCE
VWhat's this?

JOHNNY

It's a list. M deepest, darkest
secrets. Stuff 1I'd only want ny
verx best friend to know. It

m ght make things even between
us

They STOP at the end of the sidewal k | eading to the parking
| ot. Bruce seens deeply touched by the gesture.

BRUCE
John, you don't owe ne anyt hing,
not after what happened today.

JOHNNY
Does that nmean you aren't going
toread it?

BRUCE
(armused)
Not read it? Are you crazy? 1|'m

gonna nenorize it!

Bruce, having fun, starts off towards the car. Johnny
qui ckly FOLLOWS

JOHNNY
Bruce?
BRUCE
(screwing with him
Maybe I'Il put it to nusic!
JOHNNY

Alright, give it back

BRUCE
The Bal |l ad of Johnny Smit h!

J OHNNY
|''mserious, hand it over.

BRUCE
Coul d go plati num

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
Al right, have your fun.

As they reach the car, Johnny pulls out the keys.

JOHNNY
Hey, | have anot her good i dea.
BRUCE
(still | aughing)

Yeah, what's that?

JOHNNY
Way don't you drive?

The smle suddenly falls away from Bruce's face.
BRUCE

(not so amnused)
That's not funny.

GOLD 53B.

67

Now it's Johnny's turn to rub it in. Bruce wal ks around

to the passenger side.

J OHNNY
It's a little funny.
BRUCE
It's demented, that's what it is.

Twi st ed!

They both get in the car.
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OM TTED

EXT. MURANO - H GH AND W DE - CONTI NUQUS
The car starts and backs out of its parking spot.

JOHNNY (V. Q)
kay, then how about we just go
home and pretend this day never
happened?

BRUCE (V. Q)
That works for ne.

A BEAT, then...

JOHNNY (V. Q)
You're sure you don't want to
drive?

BRUCE (V. O.)
Turn on the damn r adi o!

JOHNNY (V. Q)
Have it your way.

We HEAR the car radio turned ON, as the car drives away...

DI SC JOCKEY (O.S.)

Well, rock 'n" rollers, it's tine
for this fat cat to catch sonme
z's. |I'mJammn' Jack w shing

you and yours heal th and happi ness.
And renenber, 'the |love to take,
is equal to the |ove you nake.'

FADE TO BLACK.

DI SC JOCKEY (O S.)
These are the Beatl es..

END CREDI TS

THE END
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