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THE DEAD ZONE

"HUNTI NG PARTY"

TEASER
FADE | N:

CLOSE ON a COVWPUTER MONI TOR as a MARSHALL FROST rants from
behind a desk. Frost is in his late 30's, runpled with wild
hair and a decisively 'fuck you' attitude.

FROST
| have docunentation confirmng Eric
Danbury's invol venent in not one,
but two nultinational conpanies that
profited fromthe current 'conflict'
in the Mddl e East.

| NT. PI RATE WEB- CAST STUDI O - CONTI NUCUS

Frost's eyes burn with intensity as he rants in front of a
video canera. His engineer, PH L, checks the canera, then
steps back into the adjoining roomwhich is separated by a
| arge picture w ndow.

FROST
You're nonitoring the Evening Frost,
the first truly independent political
webcast of the people, by the people,
and for the people. [|'m Marshal
Frost and we're tal ki ng about ny
favorite subject, the raping of the
Aneri can i deal

Frost w pes the sweat fromhis brow

FROST
It's not too late to take this country
back fromthe power hungry, right
W ng conservatives who stole it.
Fi ght back. WMake the ultimate
sacrifice. Blood for blood. Life
for life. Let's take an enunil.

Frost checks his nonitor.
| NSERT COVPUTER MONI TOR
Phil has typed in; CAROL FROM BRI DGEWATER

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

FROST

Carol from Bridgewater asks, 'Wat
kind of American are you?

(1 aughs)
Uh-oh. I'min trouble now.

(readi ng)
"If you don't like livin" in this
country, why don't you get the hel
out! Go to lrag! You nake ne sick!

(beat)
Quch.

ON MONI TOR | N NEXT ROOM

W see Frost as he appears on the conputer screen on Phil's
desk.

FROST

(armused)
s she still online, Phil? She's
gone? Did she post her picture on
the website? No? Too bad, she sounds
ki nd' a hot.

(Wl f how sound-effect)
Hear that, Carol, honey-baby-sweetie?
That's the wolf. And you, ny
msinformed little | ove slave, are
one of the sheep!

RESUME STUDI O
As Frost gets revved up.

FROST

When are we gonna kick this "love it
or leave it' mnd set and realize
the answer is self sacrifice? |'m
tal kin' blood and guts. Takin' one
or givin' one for the cause. Wich
brings ne back to ny good friend,
Vi ce President Danbury.

(Booi ng sound cart)
Seens ol d Danny boy is al so under
i nvestigation for enbezzl enent,

bribery and forgery. 1've been pretty
tough on this guy the past few nonths
and | intend to keep it up. FEric

Danbury is exactly the eneny our
founding fathers were trying to
protect us from.. a tyrant driven
by arrogance, ego and greed.

Phil begins to gesture at himthrough the wi ndow that he has
a phone call. He gets on his conputer and begi ns typing.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2)

FROST
(continues his rant)
I"'mtellin' ya sonethin', if this

was a Third World country, this
crimnal would be takin' out and
shot! And 1'd be first inline to
pull the trigger.

(GUN SHOT sound effect)
God, if it were only that easy.

Frost notices sonething on his nonitor.
| NSERT MONI TOR
"The WIf is on line three.'

FROST ( CONT' D)
(back to canera)
Let's take one last break. This is
t he Eveni ng Frost.

Frost is quickly up and out of his chair as he lights a snoke
and grabs the phone.

FROST
Mar shal | Frost.

| NT. ND LOCATION - PHONE - NI GHT

All we SEE is a COWUTER MONI TOR, and TI GHT SHOTS of the
MAN S MOUTH, his HANDS, the BACK OF H' S HEAD, stuff that
doesn't give away his identity. THE CONVERSATI ON | S | NTER-
CUT.

WOLF
A wi sp of know edge can be an
infinitely slippery slope.

FROST
Mster WIf. It's been alnost a
week. You said you'd have nore dirt
on Danbury.

WOLF
This will be the last tinme we speak
for awhile.

FROST
Wiy? |1've honored our agreenent. |
never nentioned you as ny source.

WOLF

Power ful feathers have been ruffl ed.
It's no | onger safe.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED
FROST
Safe? 1'mthe guy with his neck
stuck out! Look, I'mtrying to help
you here, but | can't do it al one.
(silence)
Hel | 0?
WOLF

Danbury is the tip of the iceberg.
"1l contact you when it's safe.

FROST
Wait. Wiat should I..

CLI CK
FROST
(frustrated)
Sonof abi t ch

Frost snubs out his snoke and opens the door |eading into
t he other room

| NT. ENG NEERI NG BOOTH - CONTI NUOUS

The roomis enpty. Scarce lighting casts deep shadow pockets.
| NSERT - CONTROL MONI TOR

It's off-1ine.

RESUME ON FROST

Even nore upset.

FROST
Goddam it, Phil.

Taking a m ndl ess step backwards, he stunbles over sonething
and goes down.

NEW ANGLE - FROST ON THE GROUND

gathering hinself, he raises a palminto view and realizes
it's covered in blood. H's eyes dart left...

REVEALI NG - PHIL

Dead. His eyes wide, a single bullet wound in the center of
hi s forehead.

Frost can barely breath, when a SOUND steals his focus; he
| ooks back, just as the butt of a pistol sw ngs through FRAM;

( CONTI NUED)



DEAD ZONE: "The Hunting Party" - TEASER - 8/9/05 - PINK 5.
CONTI NUED: 3

connecting wth a sickening THUD. Frost coll apses;
unconsci ous.

As the UNI DENTI FI ED ASSAI LANT steps to the conputer and | ogs
in, then sends an email nessage. He wites, THE FI RST STONE
HAS BEEN CAST. WELCOVE TO THE REVOLUTI ON

A GLOVED HAND hits SEND
REFLECTI ON I N M RROR

Even though it's dark, we get the faintest glinpse of a FI GURE
WEARI NG A DARK SKI MASK

BRUCE (V. Q)
Hand me the npbdem cabl e.

I NT. SM TH HOUSE - KI TCHEN - MOVl NG ACRCSS

a debris field of computer packing material; Styrofoam
plastic wap, wre ties, enpty cardboard boxes. W FIND
JOHNNY hol ding up a tangle of peripheral cables. Finally,
Bruce reaches over and takes the correct cable fromhim..

Crossing to a fancy desktop systemtaking shape on the table.

JOHNNY
You're just mad because | got a brand
new conputer. For free!

BRUCE
What's that all about anyway? You
win the grand prize in a magazi ne
sweepst akes you don't even renenber

entering?
JOHNNY

VWhat can | say, |I'ma |ucky guy.
BRUCE

You're lucky I was still here to

hel p put it together. Because |
catch a plane out in one hour.

J OHNNY
Mom rmust be excited to have her little
boy home for her birthday.

BRUCE

She' d be even nore excited if you
cane with ne.

( CONTI NUED)



DEAD ZONE:
CONTI NUED:
JOHNNY

|"ve got that thing with J.J.,

"The Hunting Party" -

TEASER - 8/9/05 - PINK 6.

besi des

| want to hang out and surf the net

on ny free conputer

that this thing was...

BRUCE

On second t hought,

not com ng. Ckay,

He hits the power button,

equi val ent to You' ve got nail!

BRUCE
That' s strange.

JOHNNY
What ?

BRUCE

You' ve got an enail

message,

Dd I
free?

menti on

|"mglad you're
let's fire it up

as the conputer whirs to life,
then it suddenly emts an audi bl e war ni ng;

the cost effective

but we

haven't set up your address yet.

JOHNNY

It's probably sonme conme on fromthe

conpany. . .

Johnny doubl e clicks as the nessage appears..

ON SCREEN - THE CRYPTI C MESSAGE
THE FI RST STONE HAS BEEN CAST.

Johnny touches the nouse again,

VI SI ON - CONTI NUQUS

We are sucked into the nodem i ne,

current; _ _
endl ess maze of circuitry.

pure energy zoom ng at

I NT. STUDI O - CONTI NUCUS

Anot her conputer term nal
cryptic nessage are typed out.

REVEAL THE SENDER

Cbserver Johnny wat ches as the ASSAI LANT, dressed al

bl ack; gl oved and wearing a ski

ON SCREEN the fina

VELCOVE TO THE REVOLUTI ON.
VWHOCSH!

transforned into electrical
br eakneck speed across an

FLASH!

words of the

The pointer noves; MAIL SENT.

in
mask steps silently out of

t he dar kness,

Fr ost

is visible through the portal

as PHL sits at his nopnitor.

on the phone...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

ASSAI LANT
Hey.

Phil TURNS,

PHI L
VWhat are you doi ng here?

Thwack! One precision shot fired into the forehead, as Phi
tunbl es forward out of his chair. The Shooter sits at the

term nal and types, THE FI RST STONE HAS BEEN CAST. WELCOVE
TO THE REVOLUTI ON. Then hits SEND. WHOOSH!

OM TTED

RESUVE Kl TCHEN - ON JOHNNY
Johnny jolts out of the vision. Bruce sees it.

BRUCE
VWhat's wrong?

SHOT PUSHES Tl GHT on Johnny's face.
JOHNNY
(bot her ed)
| think nmy luck just ran out.
FADE QUT.

END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE
FADE | N:

EXT. | NDUSTRI AL PARK - EVEN NG 9

A desol ate | andscape of identical concrete structures;
virtual |y abandoned at this hour. A powerful beam of I|ight
dances across the facades..

WALT (O S.)
According to the |icense, the web-
cast is generated fromthis industrial
conpl ex. Seens Frost is a major
par anoi d, noves the broadcast every
coupl e nont hs.

I NT. WALT' S CRUI SER - CONTI NUOUS 10

Walt drives, using his free hand to operate the spotlight.
Johnny rides shot gun.

JOHNNY
What el se do you know about hi nf?

WALT
Fanci es hinself sone kind of a gonzo
journalist. Drugs and guns. Lately
he's been in the papers for his one-
man crusade agai nst Vice President
Danbury.

SPOTLI GHT POV - DARK FI GURE

The light suddenly finds a FI GURE wal king in the shadows.
He | ooks back and we see it's Marshall Frost. He seens
confused and terrified.

WALT
Speak of the devil.

JOHNNY
And the devil appears.

WALT
(through a | oud speaker)
This is Sheriff Bannerman! Stay
where you are!

Frost hesitates, then takes off up a small passage between
two buil di ngs.
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| NT. CRU SER - CONTI NUOUS 11
VWalt drops the hand mc.

WALT
(frustrated)
Don't run. Hang on

He punches the gas as the cruiser tears around the corner
and roars towards the far side of the conpl ex.

FAR SI DE OF COVPLEX

Walt's car fishtails around the far end of the building, as
Frost dashes out from between buil di ngs.

VWALT/ JOHNNY' S POV - FROST

As he runs, glancing back over his shoulder. He's obviously
in a panic.

W DER SHOT

As WAlt uses the car to cut Frost off, then he junps out of
the car and backs himinto a corner, his flash light in
Frost's eyes.

FROST
Don't kill nmel | didn't see anything!

Walt lowers the light as Frost finally sees who they are.

FROST
(beat, enotional)
Phil. They killed nmy engineer.
CUT TO
EXT. STUDI O - MOMVENTS LATER - MOVI NG W TH 12

Walt, Johnny and Frost as they approach the outer door.

FROST
| tripped over sonething and that's
when | found his body. He'd been
shot through the head.

JOHNNY
That's the way | saw it.

FROST

(conf used)
You saw it? Who the hell are you?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
WALT
Neverm nd. Both of you just stay
behi nd ne.

Walt draws his gun and ENTERS the buil di ng.

| NT. ENG NEERI NG BOOTH - MOMENTS LATER

Walt flips on the lights. The floor is spotless.

No bl ood. No sign of anything.

WALT
You sure this is where he was?
FROST
Yeah, |'msure. The body was right
here. There was bl ood. It was all

over ny hand.
He shows his open pal ns; clean.

FROST
(realizes)
They nust have cleaned it off. After
| was knocked out.

Walt and Johnny exchange a | ook, as..

FROST
(def ensi ve)
" m not crazy.

WALT
Rel ax. W believe you.

FROST
| can take a Goddam |ie detect. ..
(taken aback)
You believe ne?

JOHNNY
The shooter came in through here.
He was dressed in dark fatigues and
wore a black ski mask. It was quick
pr of essi onal .

FROST
Who the hell are you?

WALT
H's name is John Smth

( CONTI NUED)

Pl NK 10.
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13 CONTI NUED:

FROST
Smth. The psychic who was stal king
Geg Stillson?

Johnny ignores the coment.

JOHNNY
The killer could have shot you, but
he didn't. Any idea why?

FROST
No.

WALT
VWhat was your engineer's |ast nane.
| need to talk to his famly.

FROST
He didn't have any famly. No friends
| know of. He was a fan, just showed
up one day about a year ago and never
left. He was a good guy.

WALT
"1l get CSU to sweep the place. |If
there's anything here, we'll find
it.

FROST
VWhat about ne?

WALT
G hone. [I'll be in touch.

FROST

Sur e.

Frost stunbles slightly. He's too drunk and too woozy to
drive.

J OHNNY
['I1 drive himhome.

FROST
No of fense, but |1'd prefer the guy
with the big gun.

WALT
(poi nt ed)
Wait in the car.
Frost drops his car keys in Walt's hand and wal ks away.

WALT
| can have a deputy take him

( CONTI NUED)



13

14

15

DEAD ZONE: "The Hunting Party" - ACT ONE - 8/9/05 - PINK 12.
CONTI NUED: (2) 13
JOHNNY
Sonmething isn't right here. 1'll
see what | can pick up, then catch a
cab hone.

Johnny wal ks away, as Walt | ooks around..

EXT. TRAI LER PARK - EVEN NG 14

A di | api dated doubl e-wide trailer. Johnny and Frost step up
to the front door.

FROST

Li sten, why don't you go in first.
JOHNNY

| doubt they'd let you live, just to

kill you again a few hours |ater.
FROST

That makes sense.

(beat)
Go first anyway.

Johnny shakes his head and ENTERS the trailer.
| NT. FROST'S TRAI LER - CONTI NUOUS 15
The inside is as unsavory as the exterior. Endless stacks

of books and papers occupy the cranped space. A spattering
of spent liquor bottles and beer cans.

JOHNNY
Al clear. Can you think of
anybody. . .

FROST

Shhh!  They m ght be |i stening.

He switches on the stereo and blasts MUSIC. He digs into a
stack of papers and | ooks back.

FROST
You can go now

Johnny turns the MJSI C OFF.

J OHNNY
Tell me about M ster WIf?

FROST
How do you know...? You're psychic.

Frost relents, making hinself a drink.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE:
CONTI NUED:

"The Hunting Party" - ACT ONE - 8/9/05 -

FROST
He first called the show about four
mont hs ago. Said he had sensitive
i nformati on concerning Vice President
Danbury. | thought he was just
anot her whack | ob.

J OHNNY
He wasn't?

FROST
Next day, | found a package on the
front seat of nmy car. Danbury's ClIA
file. Names, dates, the whole
enchil ada. Docunentation |inking
himto a half dozen illegal or, at
the very | east, unethical situations.
| was going to have copi es nmade and
sent to every mgj or newspaper.

J OHNNY
You didn't?
FROST
The file vanished. | had it |ong

enough to read and then it was gone.

JOHNNY
That's when you went after the Vice
Presi dent on your show?

FROST
WIlf started calling ne once a week.
Droppi ng i nformati on about Danbury's
personal and political life. | have
an obligation to ny audi ence. People
need to know they have a crimnal in
t he White House.

JOHNNY
How can you be sure it's all true?

FROST
Because of the sil ence.

J OHNNY
The sil ence?

FROST
Four nmonths |'ve been poundi ng Danbury
on the web, in all that tine do you
know how many deni al s have been
i ssued? Zero! Nada! Zilch

( CONTI NUED)

Pl NK 13.
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15  CONTINUED: (2)
JOHNNY

Maybe he just doesn't want to give
you any credibility?

FROST
Yeah, maybe. O maybe I'mright on
t he noney.

JOHNNY
Who do you think he is? Wl f.

FROST
|"ve narrowed it down to two
possibilities... State Departnent or

NSA. Wierever he is, he's got his
nose i n deep.

WOVAN S VO CE (O S.)
How am | supposed to sleep with al
this noise?

Johnny and Frost both TURN towards the bedroom door,
REVEALI NG. . .

KENDRA CROVE ( 35)

a statuesque blonde in nothing but an open silk robe, bra
and panties. She's in trenmendous physical condition. She
takes a deep drag off her cigarette, pursing |ips painted in
cherry red |ipstick.

FROST
VWhat are you doi ng here?

KENDRA
My nei ghbors are having a party and
| needed soneplace quiet to crash.
(re: Johnny)
Who's your friend?

FROST
John Smith. Kendra Crowe. Kendra
was j ust | eaving.

KENDRA
Hel | o.

JOHNNY
(unconfortabl e)
Hi .

She slides up to Frost and runs her hand across his chest.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 3)

KENDRA
Baby, you seemwired. D d you take
your medi cine?

FROST
l['min no nood. | need to think.
(to Johnny)
That neans both of you.

Kendra snuffs out her cigarette in a nearby ashtray.

KENDRA
Fi ne.

She di sappears into the bedroom

FROST
The front door!

KENDRA (O S.)
|"mgetting nmy stuff!

Johnny pulls out his cell phone and dials. Frost reacts,
horrified; knocking it away.

FROST
What the hell do you think you're
doi ng?

JOHNNY
Calling a cab.

FROST

Not from here you aren't. M crowaves
are traceable. Don't you know
anyt hi ng?

Bef ore Johnny can respond, a partially dressed Kendra
reappears | ooking for her shoes.

KENDRA
| need to have ny head exam ned.
cone all the way out to this dunp
and for what? To get the cold
shoul der from a conputer geek

JOHNNY
| hate to bother you, but would you
m nd. . .
She reads his question.

KENDRA
Cone on.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 4)
Frost grabs her and ki sses her.
FROST
| ever tell you how sexy you are
when you're angry?

KENDRA
Screw you!

She bl ows out the front door. Johnny exits.

| NT. KENDRA' S CAR - LATER
Kendra drives. Johnny tries to inconspicuously study her.

KENDRA
Go ahead and ask. What's a girl
that | ooks |ike me doing wwth a guy
i ke Marshal |l Frost?

JOHNNY

It isalittle curious.
KENDRA

We have a... business arrangenent.
JOHNNY

Oh.

(suddenly gets it)

On!
KENDRA

It's not like that. | nean, | don't

sleep with himor anything. Mtch
hat es being al one, especially since
his wife left him

JOHNNY
When was t hat?

KENDRA
Al nost a year. Took his little girl.
Nearly destroyed him Mostly | listen

to himrant about the worl d.

JOHNNY
Do you think he's dangerous?

She seens taken aback by the question,
KENDRA

| think Mtch Frost believes
everyt hing he says.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 16

J OHNNY
This is ne on the corner.

She pulls over. Johnny opens his door and steps out.

KENDRA
Yes.

J OHNNY
Excuse ne?

KENDRA

You asked nme if | thought Frost is
dangerous. The answer is yes.

The | ate nodel sports car tears away up the street.

I NT. SM TH HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - MOVI NG W TH JOHNNY 17
He wal ks in and clicks the television ON. \WHOOSH
As the NATI ONAL NEWS i s on.

NEWS ANCHOR
Toni ght, a nation nourns, as the
Wi t e House has now confirmed reports
Ehag Vice President Eric Danbury is
ead.

Johnny freezes; stunned.

NEWS ANCHOR
As reported, it appears that a |one
gunman was able to breach security
and shoot the Vice President once in
the head. Details remain extrenely
sket chy.

A photo of ERI C DANBURY: July 11, 1955 - August, 26, 2006.

NEWS ANCHOR (O. S.)
Once again, Vice President Eric
Danbury, dead at the age of fifty-

one.
OM TTED 18
RESUVME ON JOHNNY 19
his finger still on the power button.
JOHNNY

(to hinself)
August 26. Day after tonorrow.

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO
FADE | N:

| NT. SHERI FF' S DEPARTMENT - OUTER OFFI CE - MOVI NG W TH WALT
as he weaves through, heading for his office..

WALT
| made a call to the Secret Service
and they took the information.

JOHNNY
That's it? A phone call?

WALT
Do you have any idea how many death
threats the Wiite House gets every
year ?

J OHNNY
It isn't a threat. The Vice President
is going to be assassinated sone
time in the next 48 hours.

WALT
Were? How? By who?
JOHNNY
| don't know.
WALT
That's the problem Truth is, I'm

not exactly high on the FBI's
credibility list. Not after what
happened out at that commune.

JOHNNY
That wasn't your fault.

ROSCOE approaches, presenting Walt with a manila fol der.
ROSCOE
Forensics report fromthe Wbcast
st udi o.
Walt takes the folder, scanning the contents.
WALT
CSU didn't find anything. Not a
hair, not a trace of bl ood.

Johnny just stares at him

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "The Hunting Party" - ACT TWD - 8/9/05 - PINK 19.
CONTI NUED:

WALT
John, | believe you. But if we want
anybody else to take it seriously,
we're going to need sonething solid
to give them

Johnny considers the chall enge, then heads for the door.

WALT
Where are you goi ng?

J OHNNY
To find Frost.

WALT
John, there's sonething you shoul d
know about hi m before you go.

Johnny stops at the door and | ooks back,

I NT. FROST'S TRAI LER - SHORT TI ME LATER

Frost is asleep on the couch, as soneone grabs the bl anket
and yanks it, spilling himhard onto the fl oor.

FROST
VWhat the fu....

He | ooks up to FIND Johnny staring down at him

JOHNNY
(angry)
Wiy didn't you tell nme you were
stal ki ng Eric Danbury?

Frost struggles to his feet.

FROST
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

JOHNNY
Don't play stupid with ne, | saw
copies of the police reports. You
crashed your car through the front
gate of his house. The police found
a 38-caliber pistol under the front
seat of your car. Shall | continue?

FROST
What ever floats your boat.

( CONTI NUED)
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21 CONTI NUED:

JOHNNY
You spent 6 nonths in a psychiatric
hospital. 2 nonths in isolation

under a suicide watch

FROST
| had issues and | dealt with them
Why does all this matter so much to
you anyway?

JOHNNY
(blurts it out)
It matters because in the next 36
hours sonmeone is going to kill Vice
Presi dent Danbury!

Frost seens stunned, then begins to |augh.

FROST
And they think ['mcrazy!
(of f Johnny's | ook)
You' re serious?
(beat)

VWhat? You think it's ne?

Frost begins searching for a cigarette.

JOHNNY
You' ve got the resung.

FROST
Look, |I've nmade sone m stakes and |
paid for them | lost ny wfe and

nmy daughter, both of which I'mtrying
to get back. If you think I'd do
anything to jeopardize that, you

need to take another |ook into your
crystal ball or whatever it is you
do.

Johnny can tell he's sincere. Frost fingers an enpty pack
of cigarettes.

FROST
You don't have a cigarette, do you?

J OHNNY
| don't snoke.

He continues searching, as Johnny notices the partially snoked
cigarette that Kendra snuffed out the night before.

J OHNNY
Her e.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "The Hunting Party" - ACT TWO - 8/9/05 - PINK 21
CONTI NUED:  ( 2) 21
Johnny picks up the cigarette snmeared with Iipstick. WIOOSH

OM TTED 22
THRU
24

VI SION - OFFI CE BU LDI NG - DAY - CLOSE ON 25

Cccupied Jimy Choo stilettos's gliding across polished
marble. We TRAVEL UP a pair of shapely |legs, to REVEAL..

KENDRA CROVE

now a conpletely different aninmal; sporting a tailored
pantsuit, her hair pulled neatly back, carrying a | eather
attaché. Moving with purpose through an ornate corridor,

ri ght past Oobserver Johnny as she flashes her credentials to
a GUARD.

Cl eared, she continues on, drawing the leering stares of a
del egati on of JAPANESE BUSI NESSMAN.

KENDRA
(effortl ess Japanese)
Sohwa nar anai desho.
Snubbed, the businessnen react. Kendra grins with
satisfaction, slipping through a doorway. GObserver Johnny

cones up from behind, pausing to read the door placard:
CQALI TI ON FOR A BETTER ANMERI CA.

| NT. COALI TI ON QUTER OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS 26
A SECRETARY | ooks up from her desk, acknow edgi ng Kendra.

KENDRA
s the man avail abl e?

SECRETARY
He's expecting you.

Reachi ng beneath her desk. .

| NSERT - UNDERNEATH THE DESK

She presses a hidden button; unlocking the door. Buzz!
BACK TO SCENE - ON KENDRA

passi ng through a substantial door marked: PRI VATE. WHOOSH
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RESUME - | NT. FROST'S TRAILER - ON JOHNNY 27

com ng out of the vision.

J OHNNY

How did you neet Kendra Crowe?
FROST

What ?
J OHNNY

Crowe. How did you neet her?
FROST

She was recommended.
J OHNNY

By who?
FROST

(t hi nki ng)
Phil. Phil recommended her.

Somet hi ng continues to gnaw at Johnny.

JOHNNY
Do you know where she lives?

| NT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - LATER 28
Frost | eads Johnny past nunbered apartnent doors.

FROST
No of fense, Smth, but your radar's
on the fritz. Kendra nay not be the
sharpest tool in the shed, but she
isn't aliar.

J OHNNY
She dates strange nen for noney. |
t hi nk she's whoever she needs to be.

They WALK PAST an open utility closet where an elderly | ooking
MAI NTENANCE MAN is working. There's a huge key ring full of
keys sticking out of the door knob of the open closet door.

FROST
This is it.
Frost KNOCKS... he KNOCKS agai n.
Johnny steps quietly up to the open closet door, retrieves

the key ring and steps back to where Frost is standing. He
finds the | abel ed key and unl ocks the apartnment door.
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DEAD ZONE: "The Hunting Party" - ACT TWD - 8/9/05 - PINK 23.

| NT. KENDRA' S APARTMENT - DAY 29

Johnny and Frost ENTER  The apartment is fully furnished;
casual country. Dirty plates in the sink, fresh cut flowers,
and open newspapers give it a confy, lived-in feel.

FROST
VWhat are we | ooking for anyway?

J OHNNY
| " m not sure.

Johnny begi ns touching things, then he picks up a half gl ass
of water off the breakfast table, WHOOSH

MOVE, MATCH, MORPH 30

Soneone fills the glass with water, but it's not Kendra.
Instead it's a MAN (#1) in a dark blue phone junpsuit; a
partially conceal ed earpiece visible. He sets the glass on
the table. Observer Johnny watches curiously...

Anot her, al nost identical MAN (#2), passes by with a stack
of newspapers; spreading themout to appear read. A third
MAN (#3) carries a box through FRAME, Johnny follows...

BATHROOM - CONTI NUCUS 31

The man unl oads the box under Johnny's gaze; a worn toothbrush
goes on the counter, prescription bottles into the medicine
cabi net, a depl eted shanpoo bottle into the shower and even

a few | oose strands of hair in the drain. No detai

overl ooked in this el aborate set dressing. WHOOSH

RESUME - | NT. KENDRA' S APARTMENT 32

Johnny fl ashes out of the vision, surveying his faux
surroundings wth a fresh perspecti ve.

J OHNNY
It's a set-up

FROST
What ?

JOHNNY
The apartnment. It's been created to
sinmulate reality.

FROST
That's crazy. | know this girl.
We've spent quality tine together.
Her e.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 32
He crosses to an arnoire covered with framed phot ographs.

FROST
Pictures of her famly. This is her
fat her, Hank.

He picks up a framed picture.
| NSERT - PHOTOGRAPH
A m ddl e-age man in a wheel chair.

FROST (O S.)
He was injured in Vietnam A great

guy.
RESUVE JOHNNY AND FROST
Johnny takes the frane, WHOOSH

J OHNNY
You' ve net hi nf

FROST
Uh, no, not in person.

Johnny turns the frame over and opens it fromthe back. He
slips out the picture, which we nowrealize is actually a
page cut out of a magazine. He unfolds the page as we see
that the picture is actually part of a national advertisenent
for electric wheelchairs. The man is sinply an

act or/ spokesman for the product.

FROST
(stunned)
| don't understand.

Frost grabs a few other pictures and tears themout of their
frames. They're all fake. WMagazine ads neant to fool.

The phone suddenly RINGS. They share a |look. Frost slowy
lifts the receiver to his ear...

FROST
Hel 1 0? -- Uh-huh. Yeah. kay.

He offers the phone to Johnny.

FROST
It's for you.

He hands the phone to over to Johnny...

| NTERCUTTI NG W TH
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E.CU - WLF S MOUTH 33
talking into the nouth piece.

WOLF
This is truly an honor, Mster Smth.

J OHNNY
VWho is this?

WOLF
You can call me The Wl f.

JOHNNY
What do you want ?

WOLF
We need to talk. Go to Anderson
Park. Bring Mster Frost with you.

JOHNNY
How wi Il | know you?
WOLF
G to the water fountain. |If you're
as good as they say, you'll find ne.
Cick. Dial tone.
EXT. ANDERSON PARK - DAY 34

A filthy HOVELESS MAN washes hinself in a public water
fountain; his hair, his face, his neck. Johnny and Frost
wait behind him finally Frost has had enough.

FROST
Ok, this is a drinking fountain, not
a bath house!

He grabs the guy and pushes hi m asi de.

HOVELESS MAN
Cleanliness is next to Godliness.

Frost pulls out a few dollars and sticks themin the guy's
top pocket.

FROST
Yeah? Here, buy yourself sone after
shave and you're on your way to
Heaven!

The guy anbl es away, as Johnny steps up to the fountain,
WHOOSH!
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DEAD ZONE: "The Hunting Party" - ACT TWD - 8/9/05 - PINK 26

MOVE, MATCH, MORPH

Into a high-speed collage of a dozen or so PEDESTRI ANS si ppi ng
fromthe fountain. The final individual is a man, late
thirties wwth chiseled features and a mlitary haircut;
wearing a black and gray jogging suit -- this is WOLF.

WOLF
Mster Smth.

RESUME

Johnny fl ashes out of the vision and scans the park.
JOHNNY' S POV - WOLF

Warm ng up for a run under a |arge shade tree.

J OHNNY
He' s here.

FROST
VWher e?

Johnny heads off across the park with Frost quickly follow ng.

SHADE TREE - WOLF
Preparing for a run. He never |ooks directly at them

WOLF
Sit on the bench. Don't turn around.
Don't make eye contact.

Johnny and Frost sit.

JOHNNY
How did you know we were at Crowe's
apartnment? How did you know her
phone nunber ?

WOLF
It's in ny best interest to know a
great many things.

JOHNNY
Wo is she really?

WOLF
A puppet. A pawn on a chess board.

FROST
Wiy was she sent to ne?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

WOLF
You're both m ssing the big picture.

J OHNNY
The Vi ce President.

A YOUNG COUPLE pushing a baby stroller noves past them
t hen. ..

WOLF
It's deeper than one man.

J OHNNY
VWho's behind it?

WOLF
Let's just say it involves political
and industrial elenents.

JOHNNY
Bi g busi ness.

WOLF
| f you consider fornulating foreign
policy, controlling global currency
and unl eashing the Anerican war
machi ne as bi g business, then you've
got sone idea of what's at stake.

FROST
Rich white guys trying to rule the
wor | d t hrough chaos.

WOLF
On the contrary, these individuals
operate through precision and
efficiency. Everything is a nmeans
to an end. Even a seemngly
i nsignificant nmagazi ne sweepst akes.

Johnny can't hel p but glance back at himfor a second,

JOHNNY
You' re saying sone evil organi zation
of power hungry billionaires sent ne
a hone conputer?

WOLF
There are no coincidences. Everyone
plays a role. You, of all people,
shoul d realize that.

The idea strikes Johnny hard.

( CONTI NUED)

t hen. ..
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CONTI NUED: (2)
JOHNNY

VWhat about the Vice President? Waat's

his rol e?

WOLF
Every crusade needs a martyr.

FROST
We tal king about the Bi bl e now?

WOLF
Only in ternms of scope and
consequence. These people believe
t hat out of chaos cones order,
catastrophe is salvation and only
t hrough anni hilation can there be
rebirth.

JOHNNY
(hushed di sbelief)
Ar mageddon.

WOLF
Now you under st and.

JOHNNY
How do we stop it?

WOLF
|"mnot here to stop it. |I'mhere
to put it on the record. To place
it in proper historical context.
Nobody can stop it.
Hi s attention suddenly shifts..
WOLF S P.OV. - WALT AND ROSCOE
Approaching fromthe far side of the park
WOLF
backi ng away fromthe bench

WOLF
The first stone has been cast. The
revolution i s underway.

He takes off.

JOHNNY
Wai t!

Pl NK 28.
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DEAD ZONE: "The Hunting Party" - ACT TWD - 8/9/05 - PINK 29.

WE TRACK THE FOOT CHASE 38

Through the crowded park, as WIf is suddenly blind-sided by
a dark-haired WOMAN;, the inpact jarring both of them

Wl f shakes it off and sprints away, as the Wnman vani shes

into the cromd. WIf suddenly slows, his gait grow ng
strained, until he STOPS, TURNS to face Johnny and COLLAPSES.

Johnny rushes to where he's lying and kneels. WIf's eyes
are slightly open as he struggles to breath.

J OHNNY
VWho did this? Please, before it's
too | ate.

Wl f, clearly dying, grabs Johnny by the arm WHOOSH

VI SI ON - SCENE REW ND 39
A portion of the chase replayed from FI RST- PERSON PERSPECTI VE.
Johnny is WIf as he COLLI DES W TH THE DARK- HAI RED WOMAN
everything slows. Johnny/Wlf | ooks down, and W NCES as. .

E.C U - SLOWMITION - THE WOMAN S HAND

covertly jabbing a pressurized syringe into his side.

JOHNNY/ WOLF

As he | ooks back up at the woman and realizes it's actually

Kendra Crowe wearing a dark wig. She MOVES AWAY t hrough the
crowd of people... WHOOSH

RESUME JOHNNY AND WOLF 40

Johnny flashes out of the vision as Walt, Roscoe and Frost
arrive.

JOHNNY
(1 ooks up)
He's dead. They killed him
FADE QOUT.

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
FADE | N:

| NT. MEDI CAL EXAM NER' S OFFI CE - MORGUE - SEVERAL HOURS
LATER

VWalt and Johnny talk with the nedical exam ner, DR WENTZ.

VENTZ
Prelimnary tests indicate the victim
had a hi gh concentration of serotonin
in the brain stem

JOHNNY
From the injection?

VENTZ
Normally, 1'd say it could be a
conbi nati on of serotonergic
medi cations... but not in this case.
The initial ToxScreen canme back
negati ve across the board.

WALT
So how did he die?

VENTZ

Of the record. 1'd say his brain
was turned off.

(beat)
The only problemis there's nothing
|"maware of that could do that to a
human being in such a short period
of tinme. At |east nothing anyone is
supposed to know about .

WALT
Meani ng?

VENTZ
(uneasy)
|'ve read about tests conducted by
the mlitary. Experinental chem ca
agents meant for use on the

battl efi el d.

J OHNNY
You think that's what killed this
man?

VENTZ

Let me show you sonet hing. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

The Medi cal Exam ner pulls open a particular drawer... Enpty!
Wl f's body is gone.

MAIN OFFI CE - MOMENTS LATER - THE MEDI CAL EXAM NER' S OFFI CE

Wal t, Johnny and the Medi cal Exam ner stand over the desk of
a young, female LAB TECH

LAB TECH
(nervous)
There were two nmen. They said they
were fromthe FBI and that they were
supposed to pick up the body.

WALT
They showed you proper |D?

LAB TECH
Yes sir.

She presents the paperwork. Walt scans the docunent.

JOHNNY
These guys really clean up after
t hensel ves.

WALT
And we've got not hi ng again.

VENTZ
That's not conpletely true.

He retrieves an envel ope and hands it to Walt.

VENTZ
| always do a set of polaroids, just
incase. I'll be in nmy office when

you' re finished.

Wentz and his Assistant exit, |eaving Johnny and Walt al one
to go over the pictures. Walt flips through the photos.

JOHNNY
First they kill Frost's engineer and
now Wl f, and they do it right in
front of us. Wy?

WALT
|'ve seen this before.

Wal t hands hi mone particul ar picture.

( CONTI NUED)
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42 CONTI NUED:
WALT
That tattoo. 1've seen that design
bef ore.
| NSERT PHOTO

A CLOSE-UP of an el aborate tattoo covering the inside of
WIlf's forearm an ornate dragon, w apped around a sword.

WALT
| think it's mlitary. ['ll make a
few calls.
(beat)

John, if this WIf character was
telling the truth, we could all be
i n danger.

JOHNNY
They coul d have killed nme anytine
t hey wanted, but they haven't. |
know this sounds crazy, but | think
they want us to know. It's |ike
they're daring us to stop them

As Walt considers the thought. ..

43 EXT. MORGUE - MOMENTS LATER

Frost paces, clearly on edge. Johnny steps outside.

FROST
Were the hell have you been?
JOHNNY
There were... conplications.
FROST
Complications? \Wat does... Forget
it. | don't even want to know. In
fact, | don't want to know anyt hi ng.
JOHNNY
G ving up?
FROST
You saw what they did to Phil. To

t hat poor sonofabitch in the park.
What are we supposed to do?

JOHNNY
We're supposed to fight back. Isn't
that what you' re always telling

peopl e?
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 43

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
The little guy can nake a difference.
Qur voices wll be heard. Was that
real, or was it just part of the

show?
FROST
There was a tine...
(beat)

It's every man for hinself. See ya'
in the history books.

He wal ks away, |eaving Johnny on his own.

I NT. FROST'S TRAI LER - LATER 44

The door flies open. A clearly intoxicated Frost, half bottle
of booze in hand, and anot her tucked under his arm as he
stunbl es in.

FROST
Honey, |'m hone!
(beat)
That's right, they're all gone.

O f balance, he barely nakes it to the kitchen as he flips
on the light and heads for the refrigerator.

FROST
| ce cubes. | need many, many ice
cubes.
He grabs a bag of ice fromthe freezer, TURNS and FREEZES.

FROST
Hel | o.

He awkwardly dunps the bottles and the ice into the sink and
MOVES to the far counter, REVEALING ..

Rl FLE ON THE COUNTER
A hi gh-powered M 24 SN PER RI FLE

Frost curiously studies the weapon, then picks it up. A
beat of uncertainty before raising the scope to his eye...

FROST'S P. O V. - THROUGH THE SCOPE
nmoving across the trailer's furnishings; the crosshairs

danci ng over the refrigerator, the television, the couch..
t hen everything goes DARK

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 44
RESUMVE SCENE

Frost lifts his eye fromthe scope and SEES. .

A MASKED COMVANDO

A SOLDI ER, cl oaked in black conmando gear and a bl ack ski
mask standing directly in front of him

FROST
(even drunk he knows
this is bad, |ow
Dam.

As ANOTHER SOLDI ER, grabs Frost around the neck from behind
and qui ckly chokes himunconscious. The Soldier in front
t akes the weapon fromhimas he drops to the floor.

A THRD SOLDIER helps lift and carry Frost's body away.

Soldier 1, wearing gloves, carefully bags the sniper rifle
| eaving no prints and not disturbing the ones left by Frost.
And then he's gone.

I NT. SHERI FF' S STATI ON - SAME Tl ME 45

Johnny ENTERS, as Walt neets him Walt seens edgier than
usual .

JOHNNY
What was so inportant we coul dn't
talk on the phone?

WALT
Let's go in ny office.

WALT' S OFFI CE 46
Walt | ocks the door behind himand | owers the shade.

WALT
| talked to a friend of mne. W
were in the Marines together, then
he went to work in Washington for
t he Arny.

JOHNNY
And?

WALT
| sent hima picture of the tattoo.
And he sent nme sonething back. This
is classified.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



46

DEAD ZONE:
CONTI NUED:

"The Hunting Party" - ACT THREE - 8/9/05 -

WALT ( CONT' D)
| only got it because | saved this
guy's ass once, and | swore that 1'd
burn it after I was done.

J OHNNY
VWhat is it?

Valt slides a b/w, 8x10 photograph across the desk.

WALT
Turns out | was right. The tattoo
was the synbol for a low profile
Ranger unit. The teamofficially
di sbanded in 1997 after sonme secret
m ssions in Afghanistan. Qur dead
man in the park is front left.

| NSERT - PHOTOGRAPH

About ten

weapons and instrunents of destruction.
the man front left, as we recognize himas The Wl f.

Pl NK 35.

soldiers in full canouflage and carryi ng nunerous

bit younger, but it's definitely the sane nan.

RESUME JOHNNY AND WALT

walt is cl

early uneasy.

J OHNNY
VWhat kind of unit was this?

WALT
The ki nd nobody tal ks about.

JOHNNY
If WIlf was just a soldier, how could
he know the things he told Frost?
He had to be getting information
from...

W ZOOM Tl GHT on

He's a

Suddenly Johnny's expression shifts as he stops speaking.

JOHNNY
(I ow, om nous)
My Cod.
WALT
What ?
JOHNNY

| recognize a few nore faces here.

Johnny | ays the photo between them on the desk.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2)
| NSERT PHOTOGRAPH

E.C. MOWING across the faces, left to right as we HOLD TI GHT
on the | one FEMALE in the unit. It's Kendra Crowe.

JOHNNY (O S.)
The female, front center. That's
Crowe, the woman | net at Frost's
trailer. The one who killed WIf.

WALT (O S.)
VWho el se?

JOHNNY (O S.)
The guy at the far end. Frost's
dead engi neer.

The SHOT MOVES ACRCSS as we SEE PHI L, the dead conputer tech.

WALT (O S.)
Just when you thought you were
conf used.

RESUVE WALT AND JOHNNY
The power of the revelations heavy on their faces.

JOHNNY
It gets worse. The man in the very
back. The one hol ding the hunting
kni f e.

| NSERT PHOTOGRAPH

The CAMERA MOVES UP across the faces and settles on the unit's
commandi ng of ficer, MALCOLM JANUS. He holds a |arge hunting
knife in his hand and wears a creepy grin.

JOHNNY (V. Q)
H s nane is Mal col mJanus. He's
Geg Stillson's top advisor

RESUVE JOHNNY AND WALT
Johnny turns away to gather his thoughts,
WALT
Stillson? You don't think he's
involved in this thing, do you?

Johnny suddenly grabs his jacket off the couch and heads for
t he door.

WALT
Where are you goi ng?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 3) 46

J OHNNY
| think I know where to find Janus.
"1l call you later.

Johnny exits. Walt picks up the photo, lights a match and
sets the photograph on fire. Once it's burning, he drops it
into the waste can.

| NSERT PHOTOGRAPH
CLOSE-UP as the fire burns away the FACES of CROANE, PHI L and

WOLF. The SHOT PUSHES Tl GHTER on JANUS' face as the fl ames
eventual |y burn away his i mage.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. BOSTON - DAY - ESTABLI SHI NG 47
A seemingly tranquil day in New Engl and.
| NT. OFFI CE BUI LDI NG - CONTI NUQUS - MOVI NG W TH 48

Johnny, as he powers through the sane marble hallway seen in
his earlier Kendra Crowe vision.

He slips past a distracted SECURI TY GUARD, passing through
t he doorway mar ked: COALI TION FOR A BETTER AMERI CA

| NT. COALI TI ON QUTER OFFI CE - CONTI NUCUS 49

The now fam liar secretary |ooks up fromher conputer.

SECRETARY
Can | help you?
JOHNNY
| want to see Janus.
SECRETARY
There's no one here by that nane.
JOHNNY
Lady, | don't have tine for this.

Johnny reaches over and activates the door rel ease buzzer.
He bl ows through the inner office door..

SECRETARY
(on the phone)
Security.
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| NT. BOARD ROOM - SAME TI ME

Johnny bursts into the enpty conference room He quickly
cl oses the door and locks it.

Johnny MOVES CAUTI QUSLY around the conference table, trailing
hi s hand al ong the backs of the lush | eather chairs, ending
at the head position. As he touches the back of the chair,
VWHOOSH!

MATCH, MOVE, MORPH

Bodi es materialize around him filling the enpty chairs; 4
or 5 older MEN in suits. Distinguished. Severe. This is
t he BOARD MEETI NG that's not on anyone's day pl anner

Across the expanse of the table, GREG STILLSON occupies the
chair directly in front of Johnny.

STI LLSON
|'"'mnot sure |'"'mconfortable with
this idea.

The chair at the far end of the table swivels slowy around
to REVEAL MALCOLM JANUS. He carries no knife, but he's just
seens just as deadly...

JANUS
Not confortable? W've invested a
great deal of noney and effort into
you Congressman. Trenendous
sacrifices have been nmade and w ||
continue to be made in order for you
to realize your place in history.

STI LLSON
(with politician ease)
| appreciate everything you' ve done.
Concerning ny father and... nmy wfe.

JANUS
You're appreciation is neither
expected or required. Your comm tnent
is all we ask, all we've ever
required.

(beat, lost in hinself)

There's a stormcomng. The w nds
of change are howing. And when
they strike, our great nation wll
ascend fromthe rubble and once again
becone the beacon of power and dignity
by which all other civilizations
w |l be judged.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

JANUS ( CONT' D)
The question is are you the man to
stand above the rest? The voice
that will lead us fromthe darkness
into the light? Are you? Can you
be? Can you?

An eerie silence hangs over the roonm tension pal pable.
Everything Stillson has ever dreaned about is at his feet

for the taking. The door opens and the secretary enters..

SECRETARY
(to Janus)
Excuse ne, sir, the Vice Presidential
party has left Andrews. W expect
wheel s on the ground in | ess than an

hour .

JANUS
It's time, Congressman. \What wil|
it be?

Stillson seens slightly uneasy under the scrutiny of those
gathered, as he finally rises fromhis chair.

STI LLSON
This is for ny country. M people.

SECRETARY
Ri ght this way, Congressnman.

Stillson follows the woman to the door

JANUS
Happy hunting, sir.

Janus watches as Stillson wal ks out. VVHOOSH

RESUME SCENE - | NT. BOARD ROOM - ON JOHNNY

as the puzzle picture begins to take shape, TWO SECURI TY
GUARDS suddenly bust the doors OPEN. As they rush in and
grab Johnny, the Secretary cones in behind them

J OHNNY
Wait! You don't understand what's
happeni ng!

SECRETARY

Renove himfrom the buil ding.

The Guards strong arm Johnny out of the room

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
You won't get away with this! |
know what you're doi ng!
SECRETARY
(cold as ice)
Good-bye, Mster Smth.

She gives himthat creepy smle, as Johnny realize just how
deep and twisted this thing really is...

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:

EXT. TRAILER PARK - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG
Johnny' s Ranger Rover parked out front.
JOHNNY (O S.)

(i ntense)
Frost?! (Open the Goddamm door

I NT. FROST'S TRAI LER - CONTI NUCUS

Johnny opens the door and ENTERS. There's nobody here. He
di sappears into the bedroom then returns. He checks out

t he kitchen.

THE KI TCHEN

Johnny notices the nostly nelted bag of ice and whi skey

bottles in the sink. He reaches down and picks up the half
full bottle, as WHOOSH

VISION - INT. FROST'S TRAILER - EARLI ER

Frost holds the sniper rifle to his eye, aimng it. OCbserver
Johnny circles around him taking in the startling inmage.

Then Frost is assaulted and carried out of the trailer. The
rifle wapped and taken away. WHOOSH

RESUME SCENE

Johnny fl ashes out as he HEARS soneone at the front door..

| NSERT - THE DOORKNOB

slow y turning.

BACK TO JOHNNY

reacting; ducking down bel ow the counter. Johnny slides
open a kitchen drawer and takes out a steak knife. He knows
i f Janus wants himdead, he'll have to fight.

Then approachi ng FOOTSTEPS; cl oser and cl oser until they are
right over him He takes a deep breath then rises quickly,
the knife poised to attack, as we REVEAL..

WALT

his pistol drawn and ready to fire.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE:
CONTI NUED:

"The Hunting Party" - ACT FOUR - 8/9/05 -

WALT
(startled)

Jesus! | al nost bl ew your damm head

off! 1've been trying to call you

for the past 2 hours.
JOHNNY

| went to Boston and forgot ny phone.
WALT

Were's Frost?
JOHNNY

They took him
WALT

Who?
JOHNNY

Sone guys in mlitary uniforns.
What are you doi ng here?

WALT
Feds got an anonynous tip that Frost
was planning to shoot the Vice
Presi dent .

J OHNNY
What ?

WALT
The Secret Service issued a warrant
for his arrest.

J OHNNY
(realizes)
Janus. | tracked himto an office

buil ding in Boston. Organization
called 'The Coalition For A Better
Anerica'.

WALT
Cat chy nane.

JOHNNY
| managed to get into their conference
roomand | had a vision of Janus and
Geg Stillson. 1t was clear sonething
was goi ng down involving the Vice
Pr esi dent.

WALT

VWhere does Frost fit in to all of
t hi s?

( CONTI NUED)
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56 CONTI NUED: ( 2) 56

PUSHI NG TI GHT on Johnny's face as he struggles to put things
together in his head...

57 MEMORY FLASH - EXT. ANDERSON PARK - DAY 57
Johnny's conversation with Wl f.
WOLF
Not hing is random Every piece is

connected. Everyone plays a role.
You, of all people, should know that.

58 OM TTED 58

59 MEMORY FLASHES - VARI OQUS LOCATI ONS 59
JOHNNY
...you crashed your car through the
front gate of his house. The police

found a 38-caliber pistol under the
front seat of your car.

59A  FLASH 59A
JOHNNY
6 months in a psychiatric hospital.

2 nonths in isolation under a suicide
wat ch.

59B FLASH  FROST' S Kl TCHEN 59B

As Frost holds the sniper rifle in the shooting position.

59C FLASH! 59C
As the Masked Soldier carefully bags the rifle.

60 RESUME J OHNNY 60
As he finally realizes what's actually happeni ng.
JOHNNY

Frost is the patsy. It's OGswald all
over again.

WALT
OGswal d?

J OHNNY
Don't you see?

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
They found the guy to fit the crine
and then built the conspiracy around
him They knew Frost had al ready
t hreat ened Danbury. That he had a
hi story of mental illness. Al they
needed to do was connect the dots.

WALT
They must have known you' d see al
this eventual ly?

Johnny FLASHES BACK to help put it together in his mnd.

MEMORY FLASH!

WOLF
Everything is a neans to an end. ..
Even a seem ngly insignificant
magazi ne sweepst akes.

RESUME  JOHNNY
Real i zing he's been played fromthe very begi nni ng.

JOHNNY
They brought nme here as a w tness.
Wiy not? They knew | couldn't prove
anyt hi ng.
(beat)
It's a coup d' etat and it starts
with killing the Vice President.

VWalt's cell phone RINGS, as he answers...

WALT
Bannerman. -- You sure? No, keep
this Iine open.
(hangs up)
Air Force Two | anded in Bangor 4
hours ago.
JOHNNY
Danbury is here?
WALT
Briar H Il for an unschedul ed hunting

trip.

Johnny can hardly believe what he's hearing, as..
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MEMORY FLASH JANUS' LAST WORDS TO GREG STI LLSON 63

JANUS
Happy hunting, sir.

RESUME JOHNNY AND WALT 64

Everything fits.

JOHNNY
They're going to kill Danbury in the
woods.
WALT
"1l drive.
They take off.
EXT. MOUNTAI N ROAD - LATER 65
Walt's cruiser, lights flashing, races along the two-I|ane

backwoods hi ghway; kicking up a cloud of debris..

| NT. SHERI FF' S DEPARTMENT - QOUTER OFFI CE - ON ROSCOE 66
Tal ki ng over the shortwave radio..
ROSCOE
| tried everyone... FBlI, State Police,
even the National Guard. Lines are
bl ocked and everything's | ocked down.
Sonet hing big i s happening up there.

| NTERCUTTI NG W TH

I NT. WALT'S CRU SER - SAME TI ME 67

Walt on his radio.

WALT
Keep trying. The second you get
anyone on the phone, | wanna' know.

He repl aces the handset and | ooks over at Johnny in the
passenger seat, staring off; preoccupi ed.

JOHNNY
Everything that's happened to nme for
the past five years has led to this.

WALT

We're gonna' stop them John
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 67

WALT ( CONT' D)
Woever these people are, they nmade
a big m stake when they decided to
conme to Maine.

JOHNNY
(staring off)
That's just it. These people don't
make m stakes. Not ever.

The inplication hangs in the air, as they HEAR the trenendous
ROAR above them

JOHNNY' S POV - M LI TARY CHOPPER

As a large mlitary chopper soars past them heading fromthe
nount ai ns.

RESUME JOHNNY AND WALT

As a convoy of BLACK SUBURBANS race past themon the road
heading in the opposite direction.

J OHNNY
We're too | ate. It's done.

EXT. BRI AR H LL HUNTI NG LODGE - AERI AL SHOT - ESTABLI SHI NG 68

The area is besieged with anbul ances, FBI sedans, nedia vans,
National Guard trucks; a virtual war zone teamng with an
arny of EMERGENCY RESPONSE PERSONNEL.

EXT. CRI ME SCENE PERI METER/ | NT. CRUI SER - CONTI NUOUS 69

Johnny and Walt snake their way (in the cruiser) through a
gat hering of REPORTERS and CAMERAMEN cl anoring for position
behind crowd control barriers. Walt stops a CAVERAMAN. .

WALT
What' s goi ng on?

CAVMERANAN
Sonme nut shot the Vice President.
They airlifted himout a few m nutes

ago.
J OHNNY
VWhat was his condition?
CAMERAMAN
| don't know. He took one in the
head. It's Kennedy all over again.

( CONTI NUED)
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WALT
Anybody el se hurt?

CAMERANAN
Stillson. They say he got shot and
then killed the bad guy.

JOHNNY
Any idea who the shooter was?

CAMERANAN
Beats ne. This place is about to
becone a zoo.

The guy takes off, as Walt | ooks at Johnny. They both know
in their hearts who the alleged killer is.

WALT
We should go back. Contact the FB
and tell them everything.

JOHNNY
Wt hout evidence. They'd throw us
out.
(det erm ned)
|"m staying here. | need to know.
| need to see it for nyself.

Johnny qui ckly OPENS the car door.

WALT
John, wait!

It's too late. He's already disappeared into the crowd.

EXT. STAG NG AREA - SHORT Tl ME LATER

An anbul ance sits unattended. Johnny energes fromthe rear,
now wearing an EMI junp suit and a baseball cap; carrying a
silver tank of oxygen. He keeps his head down as he
approaches a young National Guardsman, the |ast |ine of

def ense between himand the truth.

GUARDSMVAN
Nobody goes i n!

JOHNNY
They just radioed up that they need
anot her tank of oxygen for Congressman
Stillson.

GUARDSMVAN
| have orders.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
(thinking on his feet)
| don't know what your nane is, but
if a United States Congressman dies
because you didn't let nme do ny job,
| prom se you that everybody in the
world will know it by dinner tonight.

The young Guardsman fol ds under the pressure.

GUARDSMVAN
Ckay, go.
Johnny heads inside the crinme scene perineter. |Investigators
everywhere. Dogs. Secret Service. FBlI. Utter chaos.
NEW ANGLE

A team of PARAMEDI CS appear, guiding an occupi ed gurney
towards Johnny... it's Stillson; bloodi ed and bandaged, an
IV in his arm

JOHNNY
They said you guys m ght need anot her
t ank.

PARAMEDI C

VWhat we need is two nore hands.

J OHNNY
" m your man.

Johnny falls in line, taking hold of one of the guide rails.
Stillson, barely conscious, suddenly recogni zes Johnny.
He's been given norphine for pain and is a bit out of it.

STI LLSON
(groggy)
| got him Smth. | shot the bastard.

Johnny touches his arm.. WHOOSH

VI SION - EXT. WOCDS - DAY 71

An entourage of nmen dressed in plaid gear, all carrying
hunting rifles, navigate the lush vegetation. Danbury is up
front, flanked by two SECRET SERVI CE AGENTS. They are dressed
to fit in, but their dark sunglasses and earpi eces give them
away. Stillson brings up the rear.

C(bserver Johnny paces the group. Danbury | ooks back..

( CONTI NUED)
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DANBURY
Greg, get on up here. Can't get in
the action if you' re not on the front
I'ine.

Stillson obliges, falling in next to him

STI LLSON
Thank you, sir.

DANBURY
Call nme Doc.

STI LLSON
Yes, sSir. | mean, Doc.

W can read Stillson's nervousness.

DANBURY
First time in the big wods?
STI LLSON
No, sir. | used to hunt with ny
father when | was a boy.
DANBURY
Bear? Elk?
STI LLSON

Squirrels.
Danbury hesitates then begins to | augh.

DANBURY
Squirrels. You boys hear that? W
got us an honest-to-God squirrel
hunt er!

The other nen | augh, as Stillson nusters a smle, clearly
unconfortable and nervous. |If Stillson had any reservations
about this man dying, it all went away when he was | aughed
at .

STI LLSON
Shane about Senator Jenni ngs m ssing
the trip.

DANBURY
That' Il teach the old coot to order

his steaks rare. Besides, if he
hadn't got sick, you wouldn't be
here, right?

STI LLSON
Ri ght .

( CONTI NUED)
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A sudden STIRRING in the bushes draws their attention.

DANBURY
Look alive, boys.

The assenbled level their rifles, aimng at the roost.
STI LLSON

raises the sight to his eye. A glint of light assaults his
peri pheral, drawing his gaze hard right...

WHOOSH PAN to reveal a | one FIl GURE one hundred yards off,
standing in a clearing pointing a sniper rifle our way.

Stillson, as scripted, reacts.

STI LLSON
M. Vice President!

SLOW MOTI ON

BANG A high velocity projectile tears through the neck of
a secret service agent, traveling straight through him..
striking Danbury in the head, splattering Stillson with a
hai | storm of bl ood.

BANG A 2nd SHOT grazes Stillson's left shoulder. He
recoils, but doesn't go down.

NEW ANGLE - STI LLSON

Using his remaining strength, he shifts his rifle into
position, ains at the assailant and fires! WJHOOSH

BACK TO REALITY - JOHNNY 72
Rel eases his grip as Stillson closes his eyes. Johnny steps
away fromthe gurney as Stillson is |oaded into the anbul ance.
Rattl ed, Johnny TURNS and notices another gurney; this one
occupied by a full body bag.

BACK TO JOHNNY

steppi ng over the body. Reaching out, slowy unzipping the
bag to REVEAL... Marshall Frost!

Johnny reacts, wounded; stung by his failure to protect.
CLCSE ON H' S TREMBLI NG HAND

moving to Frost's chest. WHOOSH
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VISION - SNIPER S POV - THROUGH A SCOPE 73

The hunting party preparing to anbush the wld turkeys. The
crosshairs dance across faces... Stillson, then Danbury; a
cl ean head shot obscured by a Secret Service Agent. The
solution, shoot through him BANG

THE SN PER

It's Johnny, wearing mlitary canmoufl age and his face painted
in black streaks. He shifts the rifle, ains, and fires again.
BANG

SNI PER JOHNNY' S P. O V. - THROUGH THE SCOPE
Stillson, wounded, his rifle pointed our way. BANG
SLOW MOTI ON - CLOSE ON THE ROUND

md-flight, displacing air... the SHOT sails high and w de,
m ssing conpletely.

RESUME ON SNI PER JOHNNY

dropping to the ground. He crawl s quickly behind sone cover
and throws back sonme branches to REVEAL MARSHALL FROST.

He's already dead from what appears to be a gaping chest
wound.

Johnny, wearing gloves, quickly slips the rifle into Frost's
hand, then...

He straddl es the body, a beat to review his handi work; perhaps
sonething nore. He slowy leans in and ki sses Frost on the
forehead as he pulls back, we now SEE the sniper's true
identity is KENDRA CROVE.

Cbserver Johnny now wat ches hel pl essly as she scranbl es away
into the thick forest, |eaving Frost behind as the perfect

patsy. An arny of Secret Service Men descend on the area, as
FRANTI C VO CES echo through the tree tops. WHOOSH

BACK TO REALITY 74

Johnny stares down at Frost's lifel ess body; verging on an
enotional break as he FLASHES BACK on..

MEMORY FLASH! 75
Frost | ooks back at Johnny.
FROST

It's every man for hinself. See you
in the history books.
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RESUME J OHNNY 76

He zips up the bag, and wal ks away, blending into the residual
madness of the crine scene.

I NT. SM TH HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - THAT EVEN NG 77

Johnny enters; exhausted. Defeated. He eases hinself onto
the couch, renotely turning on the tel evision..

ON TELEVI SI ON 78
A MALE/ FEMALE NEWS TEAM del i vers the tragic news...

MALE NEWS ANCHOR
The White House has now confirnmed
t hat surgeons were unable to revive
Vi ce President Danbury. The official
time of death 3:47PM

A photo of STILLSON cones up...

FEMALE NEWS ANCHOR
The condition of Mi ne Congressman
Geg Stillson, wounded in the attack
has now been raised to stable. The
President is calling Stillson an
Anmerican hero as the charismatic
young | eader returned fire in defense
of the Vice President, killing the
| one gunman with a single shot. The
assassin has been officially
identified as controversial nedia
personality, Marshall Frost. Frost,
who had a history of nental health
probl ens, often attacked the Vice
President on his weekly webcast.
It's too early to specul ate, but
early word out of Washi ngton pegs
Stillson as a likely candidate to
fill the now vacant Vice Presidency.

Johnny can hardly believe what he's hearing.

MALE NEWS ANCHOR
Li ke you said, Julie, it's too early
to know which way the political w nds
may blow, but if there was an el ection
held tonorrow, | do believe Geg
Stillson mght be el ected President.

( CONTI NUED)
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CLICKI  The tel evision goes BLACK.

JOHNNY
H s face wought with enotion. He closes his eyes..

JANUS' S VA CE
Fromhis lips to God's ear.

Janus steps out of the darkness |ike a phantom

J OHNNY
You did this. You nurdered the Vice
Pr esi dent .

JANUS

| prefer to see it as a liberation.
The freedomto usher in new
perspectives of | eadership.

JOHNNY
You' re insane.

JANUS
Again, | believe we'll have to agree
to di sagree.

JOHNNY

Wiy et me inonit? You knewl'd
see the truth.

JANUS
| thought | made that clear in our
| ast conversati on.

JOHNNY
(renmenberi ng)
The third ruler in the Kingdom

JANUS
Technical ly, you'd be nunber two,
but everything' s negoti abl e.

JOHNNY
Those people that you killed, they
were your soldiers. D d you offer
them a chance to negotiate their
lives?

The question seens to strike a nerve with Janus.

JANUS
Their mssion was to serve the greater

good of the unit.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE:
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Janus vani shes into the darkness.
the inplication of his threat.

"The Hunting Party" - ACT FOUR - 8/15/05 -

JANUS ( CONT' D)
In that respect, they died heroes.
We should all be thankful to pass
Wi th such dignity.

JOHNNY
Dignity? Is that what it took to
poi son Mranda Ellis on her weddi ng
day? O was she just nore collatera
damage on your way to the Wite House?

JANUS
We have phil osophical differences, |
accept that, but at the core we both
desire the sane things. A safe and
powerful land in which to raise our
children and build our future. You've
seen what we can acconplish w thout
you, inmagine the things we could do
t oget her.

JOHNNY
Are you suggesting this was all sone
kind of audition for ny benefit?

JANUS
Not an audition. A preview. The
openi ng act of the greatest drama
ever conceived by a man. An epic
tale born of victory and penned in
bl ood. You sinply need to decide on
whi ch side of the curtain you'l
st and.

JOHNNY
And if | turn away?

JANUS
(col d)
You won't need psychic powers to see
that future. There won't be one.
(stepping to the door)
Think it over, John, it's al npost
show ti ne.

THE END

As Johnny is left to ponder

FADE QUT.

GREEN 54.
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