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Chronology
NIGHT 1 SCENE #1

DayYy 1 SCENES #2 — 58



FADE IN:

1 Iwr., TARTARUS -~ HIGHT

Fire,K @tench, voices wail through Tartarus: "Help... Be.”
pesperate faces, holliov eyes. A voman bange on & wall in a2
ng COrner, lifta her head up, screams in rage and pain.

CALLISTO

32 RUMBLING Q;S,'énd she looks around -- reacting as the
shape of a WOMAN giretches from the surface of a nearby
cave wall... slithers through the wall like & #nake.

HERA ({V.0.}
Poor Callisto. Such rage unfulfilled.

CRLLISTO
¥ho are you?
. HERA (V.O.)
A fan. Your crusade against Xena...

50... vibrant. Too bad it had toc end
unsatisfied. Look at you.

CALLISTO
Hera... afraid to show your ugly face?

HERA (V.0.)
{laughing}
Your irreverence endears you to me.
Like & pet...

CALLISTO
What do you want?

HERA ({V.O.}
Te see you smile again. I offer you a
ancther chance to carry on your
mission against Xena. '

CALLISTO
{her interest aroused)
I'm listening...

HERA (V.0.)
1711 give vou one more day of life...
and a chance at immortality. But if
you fall, vou’‘re back here foresver.




AT LISTD
o Gn7

¥nat do 1 have

HERA {V.9.})
%ill my bastard step-son, the man who
redeenad vouyr mortal shemy...

The gears turn; Callisto begine to laugh...

LLIBTO
Bercules. .. ,

Hera’s shape strstches suddenly -- arms extended, moving
1ike a shot, reaching for Callisto. As they grab her:

Z2XT. CORINTH - DAY

villagers mill through the streets, enjoying the warm
weather. HERCULES and ICLAUS move along.

IOLAUS
what & day! Warm alr, nature
blocming...

A beautiful girl passes, breezily dressed. Iclaus moons:

I0LAUS
{continuing)
... nature blooming.

Hercules tries in vain to smile.

I0OLAUS
{continuing)
Cheer up, Herc. It’s your birthday.

. HERCULES
Den't resind me.

IDLAUS
Come on. Everyone has them. And I
think you have a few more years before
you have to worry about losing your
hearing, the hair falling out...

FALAFEL {(G.5.}
Herculss! Iolaus!

They turn to see FALAFEL running up. Ioclaus looks concerned
as Falafel grabs Herc’s hand and pumps it vigorously.

FALAFEL
et me be the first to extend my bast
wishes on your special day.
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HERCULE
Thanks, Falafel.

PA)

LAFEL
I*ve prepared a delicious cake for the
party. You like chocolate, ves?

I0LAUS

Falafall

PALAFEL
¥hat’s the matter, Iolaus? You gdont
look so good.

IOLALS
It was supposed to be a gurprise

Ffalafel’s aghast, starts backing away...

FALAFEL
Oh, no... ay sincerest apologies. I
didn’t know...

HERCULES
éa glare for Iclaus}
Neither did I.

FALAFEL
Yes, well... please excuse me, I have
to go stuff a chicken. - '

ralafel disappears. Hercules turns to Iolaus, who shrugs.

IOLAUS
lock... Alcmene wanted to throv you a
surprise party. I think it’s a good
idea. HMight make you feel better.

HERCULES

1’m sorry if 1 seem ungrateful, it’s
Just that... before Hera destroved my
family...

{(a pained memory)
I spent my last birthday with the
kids... took ther to the lake... it
was beautiful., Ilea made me promise
we’d go back every year.

{the pain gets worse}
I couldn’t keep that promise, Iolaus.
I don‘t feel right celebrating that.

I0LAUS
¥You’ll never stop missing them,
especially on days like this, but...
{MORE)

{CONTINUED)
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IOLAUS {cont’d}
thare’s & still lot of peopls arcund
hers who care about you... would like
to celebrate with you.

ke at his friend, smiles.

HERCULES -
BNES .
I10LAUS
i’ve got to go.
{spiits off}

Alcmene’s. MNoon. Promise you’ll act
surprised, okay?

; CHERCULES
I ¢hink I can do that.

cur boye go thelr separate ways.
3 e¥T. IPHICLES’ CASTLE (ESTABLISHING} - DAY

4 TINT. THRONE ROOH - DAY

. folaus, ALCMENE, JASON, and IPHICLES stand around, drinking
punch. Falafel hovers over a bangquet table behind thesm,
preparing a floral display. & pile of presents nearby.

JASON
You know, Hercules isn’t the easiest
person to shop for.

IPHICLES
Tell me about it. He gave away the
present I got for him last year.

ALLCMENE
Do you think he’ll be surprised?

ICOLAUS
{(giaring at Falafel)
I certainly haven’t told him anything.

ALCHERE
oh, I hope he likes his gifts.

IPHICLES
Don‘t worry, Mother, you’ve done a
wonderful job.

JASOH
Everything looks beautiful, darling.

{CONTINUED}
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1711 get the food.

e Falafsl disappears into the kitchen:

CRLLISTC (0.8.}
Excuss B8. ..

They Turn A8 talliste anters, her face shadowved under a2
nooded cloak. In the haifalightg she looks helpless a8 a
lamb.

CALLISTO
I‘m sorry to intrude, but I couldn’t
£ind a guard to announce me.

IPHICLES
We‘re having a celebration. They’'ve
been sent home for the day. Who are
you?

CALLISTO _
I‘ve come to pay my respects. Last
year my family was attacked on the
road to Macedonla...
{near tears)
... My husband was killed. My
. children and I would have surely died
if Hercules hadn’t come along.

Iolaus furrows his brow; something strange about this story.

IoLaAUS
¥Where’d you say this happened?

CARLLISTO
{ignoring him)

I heard it was his birthday and I...
wanted to leave a gift.

Llcmene conscles; puts an arm around Callisto’s sheu}éexg
leads her into the room. Iolsus shrugs off his suspicion as
Falafel emerges from the kitchen carrying food.

ALCHERE
Poor dear... come, join us.
CALLISTO
Oh, no, I wouldn’t dream of imposing.

ALCHMENE
Please, make yourself at home.

railisto nods her thanks to Alcmene, breaks off from the
fapily and makes her way to the punch bowl.

{CONTINUE




az the family continues their conversation in b.g.
pulle out a VIAL of iridescent liguid with her
nand, She pours it into the bowl and turns.

Callisto

CALLISTD
Hore punch, anyoney

off her innoccent offer...

$NT. CASTLE CORRIDOR - DAY

Hercules enters the castle. Silence. He decides to play
along. He crosses to the closed doors of the throne room.

HERCULES
Hells... anybody here?

He opens the doors and enters -- then reacts to:

INT. THRONE ROOM -~ DAY

a1l of his friends and family lie dead on the floor.
callisto calmly removes her hood and smiles.

CALLISTO

Surprise!

off Herc’s shock we:

FADE OUT.
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ONE ROOM - DAY

Hercules rushes to Alcmene’s side; her chest rises, falls.
ehe’s =iive, but unconscious. Same with the other guests.
callisto calmly unwraps one of the blrthday presants.

CALLISTO
My, my... looks like somebody spiked
the punch. I‘m glad I don’t drink.

HERCULES
¥hat have you done to them?

CALLISTO
You’ve never witnessed the effects of
xinthaiian venom? It attacks the
mind. The victims become susceptible
to their wildest imaginings. B{
sunset, your friends will be driven
mad... if they don’t kill each other
first. The antidote is very rare.

Hercules fights restraint...

HERCULES
What do yvou want?

CALLISTO
Safe passage through the Labyrinth of
the Gods to the Tree of Life.
{motions to the others)
One bite cof its fruit cures any
illness... or madness.

HERCULES
And & whole one will make vou
immortal, Who are you?

CALLISTO
We have so much to celebrate today.
Your birth... my re-birth. I'm

Callisto.
Hercules echoes the name like it’s poison:

HERCULES
Callisto... ¥Xena killed vou...

she pulls a new pair of Hercules’ token leather pants from
the gift box.

{CONTIRUED]



LLIETO

Hers was kind encugh Lo grant me a one
day reprieve. You ses, we need sach
other, Hercules.

fholde up gnarlied hand)
I don’t have the strength to defeat
the labyrinth’s traps, and vou won’t
find vour way without me.

{admiring the gift}
Hice pants.

HERCULES
Youfre lnsansa.

CRLLISTOD
Just misunderstood. Shall we go...
partner?

off Herc’s disgust...

8 EXT. WCODS -~ DAY
Hercules walks ahead, and Calliste can barely keep up.

CALLISTO

This is very exciting... to be paired
. up with the man who turned, or should

I say, turned on, Xena. I feel like I
know you. ] !

HERCULES
¥You do, huh?

CALLISTO

Fate has brought us together... though
I must admit, you're not at all what I
expected,

' HERCULES
Sorry to disappeint you.

CALLISTO
On the contrary, I couldn’t be more
pleased. That look in your eyes, back
in the castle... fire, hate...
wonder, did you wear the same face
when you watched your children die?

He stops, fixes her with a steely, concentrated stare.

HERCULES
Den‘t push me.

{CONTINUED)




oh, but that’s the auty of it. I
There’s 2 nev and exciting

ide of vou just waiting to come out,
I can feel it.

of f Herculss...

HT. IPHICLES’ CASTLE - THRONE R

3 = DAY

jolaus ®slowly opens his esyes, squinting at the flood of
light. He ruds his head, sits up.

ICLAYS
Whos... what & party.

IPHICLES (0.S.)
Ielausg?

telaus turns, sees Iphicles fighting for balance.
IPHICLES
{continuing)
What happened? :
Tolaus extends an arm; they help each other up.

ICLAYS
Beats me. Maybe it was the food.

FRIAFEL (0.8.)
I heard that.

They turn, see Falafel getting to his feet. Nearby, Jason
helps Alcmene up. ’

IOLAUS
Loack.

Iolaus points; all turn to see:
THE PUNCH
T¢ has turned midnight black. They stare, wide-eyed.

IPHICLES
Whats going on?

Iolaus sniffs the punch, recoils.

IOLAUS
¥e’ve been drugged. Iz everyone okay?

aAlcmene fearfully loocks teo Jason.
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Whare’s Hercules?

¥alafse I BYEAFE

2ines the open presents on the tables, fingering
Hercules’ pants.

Looks like he’s been here.

1OLAUS _
He opened his presents while we slept?
I don’t think so.

ALCHMENE
Who could have done this?

IPHICLES
That woman... where is she?
ALCMENE
Something terrible has happened, I
know i%.
JASON

Let’s not Jjump to any conclusions.
We’ll search the castle.

. Iphicles takes Alcmene’s hand.

IPHICLES
I11 go with mother.

JASON
Iclaus and I will take the west wing.

The group splits up, leaving behind a protesting Falafel.

FRLAFEL
What about ne?

ICLAUS
Stay here in case Hercules comes back.

They disappear into the corridor. ¥Falafel calls after them.

FALAFEL
By myself?! '

I0LAUS
If anything happens, yelll

valafel turns away, ambles over to the table as he dabs at
his forehead: a noticeable build-up of perspiration there --
the first symptom of the poison.

{CONTLE

ED}




id

3;3,5

g
FRLAFEL
Yell. Wonderful. Blg help.
a2 napkin to wipe his brow and notices -~

ss he Aoes a double-take. He looks again and --

FALAFEL’S POV

the bowl of noodles is back to normal.

BACK TO FALAFEL

off his confusion:

INT. LABYRINTH ENTRANCE -~ DAY | 1o

Hercules and Callisto enter. A series of t@rchas ﬁihe the
wall. Hercules pulls one down; a leather pouch is fastened
to it. He unties the pouch, feels the weight.

HERCULES
O%le We’ll use it to keep the torch
© 1it.

He attaches it to his belt, then pushes through cobwebs.

CALLISTC
Poor baby. Afraid of the dark?

HERCULES
Let’s get on with it.

CALLISTO
Speil sport. Just because I7ve
poisoned your friends doesn’t mean ve
can’t be nice to sach sther.

HERCULES
174 rather trade places with Sisyphus.

CALLISTO
Don’‘t be too angry with me, Hercules.
After all, I'm not the one whe hung a
bullseye on your family.

HERCULES
What’s that supposed to mean?
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CALLISTO
Think about it. Your children would
#2111 be alive Af they wersn’t
ehildren, Your love 18 & curse.

HERCULES

¥hat’s the ailternative, be like vou?
Rlone, trapped in your hate? I°d
rather take By chances.

CALLIBTO
Then you are a2 selfish fool. Tell me,
jate st night... all alone in the
dark... do¢ you hear the sound of your
children screazing?

Hercules’ face tightens; she’s dancing on his main and
pentral DErve.

CALLISTO
{continuing}
Do you lies awake wondering if there
was something more you could have
done? Haybe if you‘d gotten home
sooner, or been more respectful to
Hera. ..

He‘turns on her like s shot.

HERCULES
Drop iti
{regaining his composure)
I wouldn’t expect someone like you to
understand.

callisto returns his glare.

CALLISTO
Oh, but I do understand... more than
you know. I saw my family slaughtered
iike helpless animals, too.

HERCULES
Didn‘t learn much from it, did you?

CALLISTO
I learned how to get what I want, no
matter what., Realize, Hercules, that
your friends are still alive becaus
I‘ve allowed it. .

HERCULES
Yeah, you're a real humanitarian,

callisto sniles as she moves on ahead.
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bR

LISTO
I bet you say that to all the giris.

nEf Heroules...

o |

I¥T-
slcmene and Iphicles search the castle for Our Hero.

ALCMENE
Thisz is all my fault. I should never
have let that stranger in.

iphicles wipes his sveaty brow (the first symptom).

IPHICLES
Hercules is a blg boy, he can take
care of himself.

ALCMENE
I xnow you’re right, but I so wanted
this to be a special day for him.

IPHICLES
111 bet you did. After all, he is
corinth’s most famous son, Maybe I
should declare a holiday in his name.
Would that make you feel better?

Alcmene reacts to his indignant tone.

ALCHENE
¥Why are vou talking like this?

IPHICLES
Because he’s brought nothing but
trouble to my kingdom!

" BISHMERE
How can you say that? He’s your
brother...

IPHICLES
one big, happy family, are we? Tell
me, dear Mother, who insures your
safety svery... single... day? And
where is Hercules through it all? He
graces us with his presence when he’s
net too busyv saving the world. .

2 1ENE
Iphicles, please... you're not
yourself.
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IPHICLES
Yrong! I7m just not who you wani Be
to bal You think Hercules should have
been king.

He moves forward... slovwly...

IPHICLES
{continuing)
Well, there can only be one King.

Alcmene’s backed against the wall. Iphicles leans in close.

IPHICLES
{eontinuing}

and nobody’s goling to change that.
Hot even you.

she stares wide-eyed in disbelief and horror. Iphicles

tyrns suddenly, stomps away. Alcmene watchesz him go, hurt
and confused, then reacts to a VOICE:

"HERCULES® (0.8.)
Mother.

Alcmene looks up to see an apparition: HERCULES.

"HERCULES®
Uicontinuin%)
It’s going to be all right.

mef Alcmene’s shock...

INT. LABYRINTH OF THE GODS - DAY

Bercules and Callisto approach the labyrinth interior. 2
stone SPHINX looks down from above. Calliisto admires the
decaying sculpture.

CALLISTO
Beautiful.

She moves toward the entrance to the interior.

CALLISTO
{continuing)
An open door’s iike a friendly
invitation.

suddenly. the Sphinx gomes Ttg o

blocking the cave, ROAR! fe, blows a wall of flame,
el o, ]

HERCULEE
You were saying?

ii

12
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EPHINZ
A1l who seek passage Bust first ansver
my riddle. Fall, and you will die.

HERCULES
poesn’t leave much room for error.

SPHIEX
Give a name to this sarthly concelt.
It is unchangeable but it can change
you. It can teach you or Ltrap you.
211 who reside in it are immortal, but
you can never go there.

CALLISTO
{turning to Hercules)
I hope you’‘re &g smart as you are
strong.

SPHIKX
The answer lies before your eyes.
Choose your words before the sands run
their course.

The sghiﬁx upends an hourglass. Hercules and callisto face

off.,

A fireball

n competition with each other as well as the clock.

CALLISTO
Unchangeable.

HERCULES
A1l who reside in it are immortal.

CALLISTC
Mt. Olympus!

begins brewing inside the Sphinx’e mouth.

HERCULES a

Itfs not a place, that’s the trick.

CALLIETO
I don’t see you coming up with
anything.

HERCULES
If vou’d be guiet, I might be able tTo
think.

CALLISTO

I won’t hold my breath for that.

The Sphinx’s mouth opens wider. The sand drops fast...
¢aster now... over halfway spent. Callisto notices.

{COWTINUED)

iz
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CALLISTO
{continuling)
We’re running out of timel

HERC
#aybe that’s it.

of course. Time! o
Hothing. The fireball’s getting bigger.
CALLISTO
{continuing}
It didn’t work.
4 shrug from our hero. Guess he vas wrong.

CALLISTO
Any better ideas?

HERCULES
Wouldn’t want to interrupt. You'‘re
doing sc well.

The sands are almost gone...

. CALLISTO
Come on, think{ It can teach you oF
trap you.
Heraules; silent. Callisto’s visibly worried now. . .
CALLISTO
{continuing}
Answer!
Herc points to:
THE HOURGLASS
as the last few grains drop through, time slipping bv...
CARLLISTO

0ff her reaction ve:

FADE 0OUT.
END OF ACT ONE
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. OF THE GODE -~ DAY

13
calliste is worried. Elthar Hercules doesn’t know the
ANSWer . - - Or he won't say it in time. As the last grains of
sand trickle out...

~RLLISTO
Say something!l
HERCULES
The answver liss, before your eyes.
Hercules turns squarely toward to the sphing...
HERCULES
{continuing)
2 tense, anxious best, then the sphinx closes “its mouth,
jowers its head, alloving them safe passage. The wall of
fire disappears. callisto is pissed... and relieved.
CALLISTO
You took a big chance.
HERCULES
It’s my nature. After you.
He ushers her out of the labyrinth, deeper into the cavern.
INT. CASTLE HALLWAY = DAY 14

Alcmene stands before the "Hercules® apparition.

BI.CHMENE
Hercules!

overjoyed, she runs forward —- and passes right through his.
She turns back, confused, suddenly frightened.

“HERCULES®
I’ve come to say goodbye, Hother.
ENE
Goodbye?
PHERCULES®

I've crossed over to The Other Side.

Her darkest fear realized, Alcmene breaks 4OWh.
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ALCHENE
It’s il my fault. I should have

protected you.

PHERCULES®
It’s teoo late for that, now.

ALCHENE
Ho..., this can’t bel

BHERCULES®
I’s sorry, Hother. I never wanted to
be & hero, but you €idn’t give me any
choice. There was no other way for
this te end.

ALCMENE
Please... forgive nme.

sgercules® turns, begins to walk away.

: *HERCULES®
Perhaps, in time. Goodbye.

she races after hism.

ALCHMENE
Wait! Let me come with you! Please!l

"Hercules® stops. Slowly turns to her and smiles.

FHERCULES™
I was hoping vou’d say that.

INT. LABYRINTH CAVERN - DAY

park. Then a flash of light as Hercules steps intc the
cavern with his torch. ¢Calliste follows, then hurries ahead
to a water well, almost limping, clearly loging energy.

HERCULES
Having trouble?

rallisto strains to pull the bucket up from the well.

CARLLISTO
Don’t worry. Soon, I‘11l be gond a8
new. In the meantime, a little water
should do the trick. :

But she’s too weak and drops the bucket. Curses her gnarled
nand in frustration., Hercules shakes his head, grabs the
rope, and begins to pull the bucket up.

{COHTIKUED

15
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{c@aﬁii&ié@}
Such & gentlieman.

she takes the bucket, brings it to her lips. Eighe in
z+igfaction then wipes hexr mouth.

CRALLISTO
{continuing}
The world doesn’t deserve you.

HERCULES
it doesn’t deserve you, either.

Her thirst slaked, she eyes him, smug and confident.

CALLISTO
We’re not as different as you’d like
‘to think, Hercules.

HERCULES
Really?

CALLISTO
We both believe the wicked should be
gunisheﬁ..s only I see something you
on’t.

HERCULES

And what is that?

CALLISTO :
&11 pecgle are wicked. They deserve
everything they’re going ¢o get.

HERCULES
I‘ve known too much good in the world
to believe that.

CALLISTO
Geod? Is that supposed to be a joke?
If we mortals were ‘good,’ we wouldn’t
need someone like you around.

HERCULES
Youfve seen the darkest side of
people. And the child who watched her
parsnts die has my compassion. But
yvou had a choice, and you chose evil.
Not averyone makes that turn. )

calliste puts her hands together. A slow, mocking
QE.&?e & ﬁgi&?s = -@lﬁ§; ® @

{CONTINUED)
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CALLISTO

Your faith in the world is touching.
Let’s see how well it holds up at the
end of the day. ,

she stands and walks on. Hercules follovs.

16 INT. CAST LIWAY -~ DAY ‘6

An empty hallway. Telaus and Jason emerge from paraliel
docrwavs. They’re both sweating.

SAB0H
Anything? -

IOLAUS
Ne sign of him.

JASON

WNow what?

They pause, wondering what to do. A strange helplessness on
1olaus’ face; a fear ve’ve never seen before.

I0LAUS
I¢’s hotter than Tartarus in here.
{wiping his brow)
. I‘ve got a bad feeling about this.
iet’s go back.

JASON
What’s wrong?

IDLAUS
You ever feel like... like your
strength is slowly seeping away? Like
vou’re losing a step... and there’s
nothing you can do about it?

Jascn suddenly freezes.

- JABOHE
Did you hear that?

Hear what?

JABUH
There it is again.

1elaus strains to hear, but...

I01LAUS )
What? I don‘t hear anything.

{CONTINUED)
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JASOH

1711 be right back.

ssson Dolts off down the hall, disappears around the cornar.

IGLALE
Wait! Jaseoni

Teslaue takes off after hias.

INT. E KITCHEN - DAY
ralafel, alone in the empty kitchen, races around preparing
an ngufisihls“ meal, Humming to himself, he douses wine over

an imaginary roast, then begins chopping vegetables only he
can see. Now, sweat pours down Dis face.

IPHICLES
then enters, stops short when he sees Falafel.

FALAFEL
Ring Iphicles! Just in time!

Falafel points to an empty corner of the kitchen:

FALAFEL
{continuing}
Would you be so kind as to hand me
that bowl of turnips?

Iphicles turns, scans the empty space Falafel’s pointing to.

IPHICLES
¥What are you talking about? There’s
nothing there.

FRILAFEL
Are you blind? I711 get them amyself.

Falafel moves to the empty corner and grabs the ®"bhowl of
turnips.®

FALAFEL
So little time, so much to cook.

He places the "bowl of turnips™ on the table, then moves to
an empty crock over an unlit fize§1aC@, Using potholders,
he opens the crock, dips a ladle inside, pulls it out.
Nothing in the ladle, but he extends it to Iphicles.

3 Ei@

he tongue.

Hot stuff. #Wateh ©

i

i7
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TPHICLES
Falafel...

Be honest, vou won’t hurt my feslings.
T want everything to be perfect when
Hercules arrives. It’s his birthday,
YOU Knov...

{leans in; sottec voce)
& surprise, not a word to anyone.

Iiphiclies, enra§ad at the mere mention of his brother’s name,
kxnocks bthe ladle from Falafel’s hand.

IPHICLES
Traitort

mhe ladle lands behind a counter at the far end of the room.

FALAFEL
What d4id you do that for?

Falafel goes for the ladle, bends down kehind the counter.
pementia clouds Iphicles’ face as he draws and raises his
swvord, ready to kill. 1In doing so, he inadvertently slices
a rope that holds the suspended pot rack aleft. The whole
thing crashes down on him -- driving him from sight.

FALAFEL
gtands up from behind the counter ~-- reacting to the noise.
He looks around -- no Iphicles == and shrugs it off.

FALAFEL
I guess he didn’t like my stev.

INT. LABYRINTH CAVERN - CONTINUQUS

Hercules and Callisto move along in tense silence.

CALLISTO

Why so quiet, Dearest?
HERCULES

I don’‘t want to waste my breath.
CALLISTO

Tsk, tsk... vou're not living up to my

eaxpectations. I imagined you’d spend
the day trving to to convince me I can
change... like our beloved Xena.

. HERCULES
Xena changed because she wanted %to.

17
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callisto lunges, grabs a jagged rock, slices her hand de
open She cries out in fury, but seems to enjoy the paine
Hercules grimaces as she shows off the gaping wound,

#V0117 - 11/5/96 - White 23.

CALLIS

Did shae? You knov she watched me die.
{at his reaction}

Ivfe ironic. Kot long ago, you would

have joined me in bringing her down.

I don’t think so. @mrbdagiﬁiti@aﬁ of
justice aren’t the sase.

CALLISTO
True, very true. I believe she
deserves to die 2 slow death.

HERCULES
Veﬁgaanaa isn?t justicea If you
understood that, mavbe you’d find
peace.

callisto stops, closes her eyes, almost meditative.

CALLISTO
Peace. I imagined... I prayed... let
e dis 80 I can find it. Tartarue
should have been a welcome change.

Heyr evyes open, a fire in them soc deep it chills the bone.

CALLISTO
{continuing} :
Instead I learned the true neaning of
torture... trapped with my hate and
nothing to do.

HERCULES
Immortality wen’t solve your problem.

CALLIETO
See this useless hand... gnarled,
crippled from trying to clav out of
guicksand... Xena‘s blood will flow

like this... only worse...

HERCULES
You know I can’t let that happen.

2 slow chuckle from Callisto turns inteo & laugh,

CALLISTO
But that’s the most dellicious irony of
all, you’re going to make it possible.

she 1icks the blood off her wound. Off Hercules...

1B
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SRRIDOR - DAY 18

through the corridor, locking around

I0LAUE
Jason? Whers sre you?

#s rounds the corner and STOPS ~- his eyes wide with
disbalief because he finds himsalf in...

ARDEN DR

ISCAPE ~ DAY 20

A serene®, lush garden of Eden. A gagqla of MAIDENE dance
and play nearby. Iolaus looks around, reeling, not knowing

 what to make of this.

I0LAUS
Oh, bov...

INT. LABYRINTH - DAY 21

At another fork in the labyrinth, Callisto looks back and
forth, wondering. Hercules senses her confusion.

HERCULES
Don’t tell me we’re lost.

CALLISTO
{mumbling to herself}
I can’t seem to... left... or right...
80 many details. I knew I should have
written it down.

HERCULES
Great.

CALLISTO
I think it’s left.

She steps into the left passagewvay and -- instantly, a
snake~llike vine coils around her legs. It drops her to ths
ficor and guickly drags her off into the darkness.

CALILISTO
{continuing)
Herrrocuul leesesss!

HERCULES
Guess it was right.

Ernd he runs off after her.
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{ = VINE TRAP = DAY

The wines drag Calliste into this cavern, ssem Lo be
guitiplying. The eel-like tentacles wrap around Callisto,
pinning her to the wall high off the ground. She looks
around, isughing cyrazily Bt her predicsment.

Locks like Ie in 3 real bind!

Hay laughter ECHOES out as:

tuT. LABYRINTH - DAY

Hercules does his best To race after the sound.

CALLISTD {0.8.)
I’m right here...

Hercules turns the corner but runs into
a DEAD END == the labyrinth playing tricks on him.

HERCULES
Callisto! Keep talking!

INT. LABYRINTH - VINE TRAP - DAY

EcHO: ®talking...%- The vines tighten, wrap around
callisto’e throat. She stmggles to hold them off, but with
her gnarled hand, it locks like a losing battle. :

CALLISTO
That’s... what I'm trying... to dol

INT. LABYRINTH - DAY

ECHO:2 *t0 0. .7 Hercules races after the sound of her
veice —- smacks into another DEAD END. It seems impossible
to trace her with any accuracy in this reverberating
iabyrinth. And Hercules is running out of time.

CALLISTO (0.8.}
Hercules... hurry... your friends...
if 1 die... they die...

Eeuo: ®they die...®. Off Hercules’ frustration, we:

FRDE OUT.
FHRD OF ACT THO
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FADE IH:

IET.

gercuiss continues his search. He hears Celiisto’s YOICE.

CALLISTD {0.8.]
if I die... they dis...

im@ vxﬁg TRAP o gﬁy
callisto no longer has the strength to fend off the vines.
They tighten like boa constrictors. She screams in panic.

INT. LABYRINTH - DAY

Hercules listens intently to the sound of her'sereams, He
closes his eyes, trying to focus as he waits for more.

CALLISTO (0.8.)
Hercules.... Hurry!
ECHO: ¥hurrv...®. His head tilts to the left... no,
right. Now he’s starting to understand the pattern.

CALLISTC (0.8.)
Get in here! I can‘t... hold out...
much longer! '

ger...%. Our hero begins moving. Slovly
his

ECHO: "much Jlon
at first, then

closes in. Turning a corner, he finally reaches --

INT. LABYRINTH - VINE TRAP - DAY

callisto is near her last breath; she seethes, eyes bulging.

- CALLISTO
What... took you... 80 long?!

HERCULES
Don‘t move!l

Now the vines turmn on Hercules, fly toward him. He punches
then away, fighting his way forward.

HERCULES
The vines...
(WHACK!)
oo 0f Dionysus...
{MORE)

26,

stride gquickens. He opens his eyes as he
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HERCULES (cont’d}
The mors vou struggle, the tighter

thay gst.

Why didn’t you... tell me... befors?

HERCT
You didn’t ask.

Hercules ¢rabs two attaskh’? vines, ties ther together like
& shoslzmce. AS they struggle to undeo themselves, he sets
them on fire with & torch. They fizzle avay to nothing.

CALLISTO
Hurry upl

Hercules scrambles toward Calliste, climbing from vine te
vine before they get & firm hold on him. He reaches her,
rips the vines from her neck, and breaks her free.

CALLISTO
falls =— but before she hits the iround; our hero drops to
+he floor -- and catches her in his arms.
CALLISTO
My hero.
HERCULES

Don‘t flatter yourself.

He sets her down and continues teo battle the vines. Wham,
bam, and they’re ocut of there.

EXT. GARDEN DREAMSCAPE - DAY

Telaue moves through the beautiful garden. The Haidens,
1ike angels, dance around him, playful, innocent. He's

loving this... and suddenly the maidens run off into nearby
bushes. Gone.

I0LAUS
Wait! where are you going?

LAUGHTER from the cother side of the bushes. Iclaus noves
forward, through the bushes, and as he does -- the sky
begins to darken. Something’s wrong. The landscape begins
changing... sinister now... the wicked forest in a fairy
tale. iclaus looks up; grey clouds portend doom.

2%

3¢
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~5 E2TLE CORRIDOR -~ DAY

I¥T-

. feet

Jason walks down the corridor, sword drawn. We HE
ey hody’s thers. Again, the

by ~= Jason reacts. Somelx
feet ... Jason ¥hirls around, sees:

.

& BE

disappear around the corner. Was that a person? How he’s
soared. Wipes the sweat off his forehead and cresps along,
sword at the ready.

£XT. GARDEN DREAMS

tolaus pushes through the bushes, comes out the other zids.
There stand the Maidens -~ but every face novw looks
grotesgue, seems to harbor viclence. Iclaus reacts as they
part before him, revealing:

CRPE - DAY

HIMSELF

only as & toothless cld man, hobbling forth on a crutch.
I0LAUS

stunned .

IioLaAUS
Youlre... mel

He shudders, tries to look away, but the 0ld man --
obviously blind -- reaches an arthritic -- somehow
menacing =-- hand out for him, trying to grab him.
ANOTHER ANGLE

Tolaue turns and tries to run, but he can’t seem to get away
-~ nis feet are stuck in thick mud -- turns back as his
drooling alter-ego again limps toward him.
IOLAUS | |
struggles... makes little haadwagns the alter-ego

£

gaining... Iolaus trips, falls at, looks up to find
nimself back in:

INT., CASTLE CORRIDOR -~ DAY

Iolaus lies on the floor of the hallway. Jumps to his feet,
dazed and frightened. Orients himself. )

9 IOLAUS
What... is going... on?

He walke forward, calling out teo his friend.

$v0117 ~ 11/5/96 ~ White 28,
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I0LAUSE

TasonTt

ind his volice ECHOES down the corridor to:

THT. E CORRIDOR —~ DAY 34

Jason, who hears his name peing called, But the volce
sounds distorted, menacing... ‘

OMINOUS VOICE
Jaaayyyysssonnnn -=

Those footsteps again... resonant, like giant tremors,
approaching fast... ,

TNT. CASTLE CORRIDOR - ANOTHER PART - DAY - 35
1olaus continues forward, nearing the corner.

IOLATUS
Where are you7?l

INT. CASTLE CORRIDOR - DAY 16

Jason reacts, the faotstegs louder... louder... just around
the corner. He hides behind a pillar, readying his sword
for a lethal blow.

INT. LABYRINTH - DAY 37

Hercules and Callisto move along, her face wild with
anticipation. :

CALLISTO
We're close. I‘m so excited. I think
the first thing I711 do is find the
ood Xena and rip out her tongue...
gust to hear her whistle an apology.

HERCULES
Don‘t be so impressed with yourself,
callisto. You’re not out of here yet.

Heither are vyou,

He stops, dead serious.
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HERTCULES
Bven if we make it to the centay, aven
if I save my friends, I won’t stop
i1l you’ve pald for what you’ve done,

LT T80
Enoughl

rallisto reels back and SIAPS him. Hercules reacts. It
takes svery fiber in his being not to hit her back.

CALLISTO

{continuing)
There’s no room that can hold smel
Haven’t vou figured that out? You're
the only person who can stop me. And
to do that, you’d have to kill me.
But you can’t. Your misquided sense
of justice won’t allow it.

HERCULES

. You’re overlocking something.
CAILLISTO

Am I7
HERCULES

You‘ve already been killed. ALl I
have to do is make sure you go back to
Tartarus... for good,

(moves in closer)
The only reason you’re still standing
is because I need directions.

Fear registers briefly on Callisto’s face, then sloWwly turns
into controlled rage.

CALLISTO
I‘ve underestimated you.

HERCULES
Happens all the tinme.

CALLISTO
Fortunately, vou‘re overlooking
something too.

HERCULES
and vhat’s that?

CALLIETO
If I go back te the underworld, I
won’t suffer alone.

{CONTINUED)
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37
HERCL
What do you mean?
CRLLISTD
I711 find vour children. Aeson,
¥lonug... .ittle Ilea, was it7? And
1711 dedicate eternity to making thes
guffer.
HERCULES
¥ice trv, but they’re safe in the
Elysian Fields.
CALLISTO
I got here, didn’t 1?7 I can get to
then.
HERCULES
Nolil
And that’s it. The breaking point. Hercules lashes out,
grabs her neck and squeezes. Through her gasps:
CALLISTO
That‘s the spirit... unieash your
furv... kill me... I dare you.
A beat before Hercules reels his arm back and STRIEKES! -
narrowly missing her face, punching a hole in the wall. He
jets her drop to the floor. She coughs, looks up... and
gsrtarts to laugh. .
CALLISTO
{continuing)
Who'’s trapped with their hate now?
Off Hercules, ashamed, frustrated -- and furious.
INT. CASTLE CORRIDOR - DAY 38

f{olaus turns the corner and -- Jason attacks! Swinging his
sword, he cuts Jolaus’ shcoulder. Iolaus falls to the floor.

JASON .
Thought you could sneak up on me, did
you?

Iolaus rolls over and sees:
ITOLALSY POV

Himself a5 the 0ld Man. With unseeing, unfocused eyes,
spittle dripping from toothless gums, the wispy-haired

wraith raises & sword, ready to strike.

{COETIN
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ALTER-EGO
1711 kill you!

BACK TO SCENE - WIDE SHOT

As Jason brings the sword down, Iolaus guickly rolls out of
the way. Thse sword strikes The stone floor with a CLANGI
Tolmus Jumpe to his feet and bolts off Iin the other
dirsction. Jason charges after his.

INT. CASTLE = DAY

The "Hercules® apparition leads Alcmene, trancelike, up a
stairway. Alcmene slows; "Hercules®™ turns back to her.

2HERCULES®
We have to hurry, Mother. We dont
have nuch time.

ALCMENE
But... Jason, Iphicles...

"HERCULES®
They’1ll be joining us soon. We’ll alil
be together again.
Alcmene nods, an odd smile on her face.

ALCHMENE
Yes.

And they continue up the stairway.

INT. GATES OF HEPHAESTUS -~ DAY

Hercules and Callisto reach the final turn of the
lapyrinth =-- revealing three passageways.

HERCULES
Don‘t tell me you’re confused again.

rallisto smiles, points far right.

CALLIETO
HNa., I’m certain about this one.
Through here.

she allows Hercules to step through the passageway girst ==
¢nen jumps back as large metal doors guickly close behind
him. Hergules turns and jams the torch between the doors
just before they slam shut,

{CONTINUED)
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with great effort, he veddes his hands between the meta] and
priss then ag&rt anough to %am his shoulders between them.
The torch falls to the ground, the flase extingulshing as it
rolls ©to Callisto’s feet.

LISTO
I lied.

she grins, picks up the unlit terch, slowly running her
fingers along the metal doors as Hercules stands,
ayrga@meagl@% trying to move the doors further apart.

CALLISTC
{continuing)

Lovely detail. Hephaestus is guite a
craftsman.

Hercules goes nuts, tries to push harder. it’s no use. The
doors won’t budge any more. Callistc looks up to the
heavens and shouts.

CALLISTO
{continuing)
Hercules... delivered as promised,
Hera. I‘ve fulfilled my end of the
bargain! Now it’s your turnl

Behind her, a set of stone doors open with a grating sound.
revealing another torch-lit cavern. Callistoc begins to
iaugh.

HERCULES
You’re not there yet.

CALLISTO
I‘ve so enjoyed our time together, my
jove... but I can take it from hera.

with that, she drives the ﬁnlit torch into his midsection,
knocking the wind out of him. The metal doors glide in =&
little BOre.

CALLISTO
{continuing)
Are we having fun yet? Look at the
bright side. You’ll be reunited with
vour friends soon. This is for Xena.

WHACK! Right in the ‘nads {or across the face if the Tower

objects). Hercules shudders, loses his grip -- and the
doore slide in even nore.

{CONTINUED)
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{ @@@téigg
ve, Hercules.

Go

che throws the torch down, then turns and runs through the
opening %o the Tree of Life cavern.

¥ OF LIFE? CAVERN

iwe.
rallisto stande before the Tree
unearthly light. calliste deli
branch. .- and takes a bitel

ANOTHER ANGLE

= DAY 4%

of Lifei It radiates an
tely picke a fruit from a

Color returns to her face. Her body begins to radiate the
glow. She flexes her newly restored hand and closes her
eyes: mission accomplished. Off her ecstasy...

INT. GATES OF HEPHAESTUS - DAY 42

We return to Hercules’ agony. The doors slide in cleoser...
closer. .. he seems helpless as we: :

FADE OUT.
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28 OF HEPHRESTUS - DRY

&3 42

The doors are moving in on Hercules; things don’t look good.
ANGLE

tn desperation, hae kicks the torch at his feet, it ricochets
off two walls —- then flies at his face. He barely ducks
pefore it wedges between the closing doors. Our herec has
about @ half~second to dive away -- before the doors crush
rhe metal torch intc & cookie pan.

HERCULES

now charges into the Tree of Life cavern.

44 INT. ‘TREE OF LIFE’ CAVERN - DAY a4

As he enters —-- Callisto lands on his shoulders, collapsing
nhim to his knees -- finishing the last bite of fruit.

CALLISTO

pDelicicus. 7Too bad there won’t be any
. left to take home.

she fiips off, turns, and attacks -- grabbing Hercules by
the head and slamming it down on the floor.

CALLISTO
continuing)

You’re going to die on your birthday.
How cenvenient.

she packflips, lands by the tree, pulls a torch from the

wall. Hercules looks up in time to see her light the tree
on Fire and laugh.

HERCULES
Don’t! .

CALLISTD
Blow it out and make a wish.

4% INT. CASTLE KITCHEN - DAY &5
Falafel finishes cooking his imaginary stew. He wipes his
syeating brow -- and a look of panic comes over his face.

{CONTINUED)
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FALAFEL
oh, nol Not enough. Hercules... big
appetite, huge! Hust find meatl

Hs pull® a mest cleaver from & butcher block table and
begins to sharpen it furicusly.

tWr. TREE OF LIFE’ CAVERE

~ DAY

s Hercules stumbles to his feet, Callisto swings the torch
with nhurricane force. A sickening lmpact as Herc goes
£1lying to the other side of the room.

CALLISTO
Toan bad we couldn’t work out our
differences. We could have made an
unstoppable team.

Shé xicks. Whack! Hercules struggles to maintain
equilibrium:

HERCULES
Sorry, I already have & partner.

callisto smiles, kicks a nearby lever; a stone door begins
to descend over the exit,

CALLISTO
Hot for long.

INT. CASTLE CORRIDOR - DAY

Inlaus runs through the castle, slows. FKobody behind him.
Breathes a sigh of relief -- and a sword suddenly slashes.

Tnlaus ducks; Jason charges. Unarmed, Iolaus continues te
run as Jason follows.

INT, ‘TREE’ CAVERN - DAY

As the door continues to descend, Calliste springs, foot
coming out like a shot -- Hercules jerks back -- it mnisses
by inches. Meanwhile, callisto spins, lands a back kick,
dropping Herc. He rolls, eyes the burning tree, cravls
roward it until Callisto’s foot slams down on his neck.

CALLIETO
Uh=-uh-uh... where ars you going?

But he grabs her foot and flips her to the other side of the
cavern. He lunges for the tree -- reaching for one last
fryuit untouched by the fire. Fighting back the flampes...
aimost there,,. got it! Whoops, Calliste’s on him again,

{CONTINUED)
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CONTINU &%
¥nocks the frult out of hiz hand -~ it rolls avay. Herc
ets the upperhand, punches her back -- grabs the fruit. She
coks up, 4ripping menace.
i@ﬁﬁtinﬁiﬂgi
¥hy can’t you just die like a good
bov?
' HERCULES
Guess I don‘t know when to guit.
CALLISTO '
1et me inspire you. Even if you could
£ind your,wai pack without me, you’ll
never do it in time to save your
friends.
HERCULES
That’s where you’re wrong. I Kknow
something you don’t.
CALLISTO
Oh?
Hercules removes the oil pouch from his belt and turns it
over. A Bingle drop falls out == it’s empty.
HERCULES
We’re out of oil.
Hercules flings a flaming branch toward the entrance -- it
ignites the trail of cil he’s been spilling the entire
way -- illuminating a path back to the labyrinth entrance.
HERCULES
{continuing)
Surprise! That goes all the way back
to the entrance.
rallisto gasps, screams a nigh lunatic scream, and dives for
Heyrcules. He jumps out of the way —-- and she crashes into
+he Tree. Her f{ace engulfed by flame, she reels back,
£lailing -- Rplinded
CALLISTO
I can‘t seel
INT., CASTLE KITCHEN - DAY . 4%

Iphicles wakes under the fallen pot rack, daze
are pinned; struggles to free himself as he HE
sharpening the cleaver O.5.
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IPHICLES
¥Yalafel. Help.

gLops sharpening, surprised by Iphicles’ presence.

IPHICLES (0.8.)
Help me 1ift this off.

ralafel crosses the kitchen floor and the S0UND of Iphicles
gtggu}ing 0.5. begins to ﬁ:hanga -~ into the high-plitched

SoUEAL of a pig. Falafel rounds the counter and sees:

FALAFEL’S POV

A ponafide pig lies trapped under the pot rack. It Kkicks,
tries to break free.

BACK TC FALAFEL
His eyes light up; he beging te salivate.

FALAFEL
Here piggy, piggy, piggy....

WIDE - °TO INCLUDE FALAFEL AND IPHICLES

There is, of course, no real pig to be found, only a very
alarmed Iphicles because -- Falafel readies his meat cleaver
and stalks forward. :

IPHICLES
Falafel, what are you doing?

Falafel says nothing, but keeps approaching with lunatic
cbsession. Iphicles lies terrified and helpless as Palafel
brings the cleaver down.

IPHICLES

moves his head out of the way at the last second, the blade
embedding in the floor next to his right ear.

FALAFEL

rries e pull the cleaver out as Iphicles struggles to free
himself from the pot rack.

inT. ‘TREE’ CAVERN

= DAY

Hercules picks up the fruit and heads toward the exit. The
door still descends, almost closed. He turns back to
raillisto, who flalls pitifully about.

{CONTINUED)
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CRIIIBTD
nop’t leave me! Please!l I7a blind!

Rercules heslitates, then axtends his hand Lo her.

HERCU

Take my hand.

she reaches, grabs his hand, and BC 5. She spins his
arcund, braces his in a neadiock. Hercules throws himself
rackward, slamming her intc a wall, knocking her off. As he
races toward the exit, he turns back.

HERCULES
{continuing)
it didn’t have to be this way.
with one last tortured screan, callisto dives for Hercules,

who rolls underneath the door just as it falls, trapping
callisto forever.

INT. LABYRINTH - DAY

Hercules follows the trail of fire to the exit.

INT. CASTLE HALLWAY - DUSK

~ The Hercules apparition leads Alcmene toward & high-rize

palcony just ahead.

"HERCULES®
Come, Mother... almost there.

Alcmene follows in absolute submigsion.

EXT. LABYRINTH - DUSK

uyercules emerges from the labyrinth, looks up at the setting
sun with alarm, then races home.

THT. CASTLE RKITCHEN - DUSK

iphicles is still trapped. Falafel finally manages to
wrench the cleaver from the floor. &8 he raises it for a
final blow, Iphicles’ hand shoots out, free, and trips
ralafel. Falafel flies backward, lets go of the cleaver.

IPHICLES

watches in horreor as the cleaver spins in the air, then
makes its descent toward him. Helpless, he closes his eves
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CONTINUED:

as the c<cleaver lands ~-- & centimeter from his Jleft
Regaining his composure, Iphicles frees himsell, gv
cloaver and turns to Falafel, growling low im his t

garl
bg the

Hy turn

He stalks forward... and Falafel backs away in terror.

YT, HILLSIDE ~ DUSK

Hercules runs over the crest of a hill, pauses To see:
HERCULES’ POV

Iphicles’ castle 4dust below.

BACK TO HERCULES

ag he bolts off.

INT. CASTLE CORRIDOR -~ DAY

folaus runs from Jason -= smacks into a dead end. Jason
iaughs and charges forward -~ just as Hercules burstse
through the door.

HERCULES
Jason, stop!

But Jason slashes; Iolaus ducks, then manuevers behind
Hercules, using him for protection. Jason charges and our
hero guickly falls to one knee and extends his arms. Jason
and Iclaus trip and fall flat on their backs.

JASON’S SHWORD

goes £lying. Hercules catches it and -- in two deft slashes
-- guarters the fruit, then tosses two pleces in the air.

JASON AND IOLAUS

tyry to sit up, but Hercules ping them back down, a hand on
each chest. They react, open-mouthed -- and the two pieces
of fruit drop straight in.

ANOTHER ANGLE

Slowly, clarity returns to their eyes. They loock up ats

TOGETHER
Hercules?

They all react To a SCREAM from the nearby kitchen -- and
our herc runs in its direction.
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cRETLE KITCHEN - DAY

INT.

tphicles stands above a cowering Falafel, about to bring the
sieaver down. Hercules locks te a hanging tapestry, rips it
down and tosses it over hig brother like 2 net.

Serry about this.

Apparently, this is the funniest théﬁg ¥alafel’s ever seen
because he can’t stop iaughing -- untll Hercules grabs him
and hangs hiam on & meat hook.

BERCULES
{continuing)
¥ypu’ll be safe here.

Tpiaus and Jason now gnter.
_HERCULES
{continuing}
Where’s mother?

IDLAUS
We haven’t seen her.

Hercules tosses Iclaus a piece of fruit and points at
Iphicles and Falafel.

HERCULES
cive them each a bite.
I01LAUS
Got it.
HERCULES

I‘m going to £ind her.
And he bolts off.

EYT. BALCONY - DUSK

nHercules® stands on the balcony ledge, beckoning Alcmene to
4oin. She climbs onto the ledge. Looks down, sees:

ALCMENE’S POV

The ground is far below.

BACE TO SCERE

2 ®Hercules® beckons his mother to step forward.
THERCULES®

one last step and we’ll be together...
forever. -
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CONTIE g

Alcmene <loses her eyes and smiles.

ATATMENE
I‘m coming, Hercules. I love you.

Fust as she’s about to step off, she’s stopped by & VOICE
pehind her.

HERCULES {(0.5.}
I love vou, too, Hother.

Alcmene opens her sves, turns to sees

HER POV

Hercules -- in the flesh.
BACK TC SCENE

Alcmene is thorou?hl confused. {NOTE: Hercules does not see
Aicmene’s apparition;.

ALCMENE
What kind of trick is this?
{tec apparition)
He locks like you.

Hercules follows Alcmene’s blank gaze, then realizes she’s
hallucinating.

HERCULES
I‘m right here, Mother.

ATCMENE
Ho, my son is dead.

HERCULES
I‘’m not.

He reaches out, touches her hand -= it’s all the proof she
needs, "Hercules®” disappears... and she allows her real son
te bring her down. Our hero enfolds her in his arms.

ALCMENE
Oh, Hercules, I let you down. I
wasn’t with you when you needed me.

HERCULES
You‘re always with me... in my
thoughts, in By heart. Always.

ALUWENE
Does this mean I‘m not going to the
underworld?
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Z
HERCULES
Ho, not yet. Here, I brought you
something.

He pulls out the last slice of fruit,

ALCHENTE
For me? You shouldn’t have.

And as Alcmene takes the frult, Iphicles, Jason, Iolaus, and
FPalafel == all of them guite sane -- emerge Ifrom the
doorway . Hercules turns to them as Alcmene finishes the
fruit, blinking back to reality. S5She looks up at Herc,
with:

AILHENE

Hercules? VWhere have you been? I was
worried sick.

HERCULES
I ran into somebody.

Iphicles puts an arm on his brother’s shoulder.

IPEICLES
I’s sorry you missed your birthday.
JASCHN
The day’s not over, vet.
FALAFEL
We still have cake.
I0LAUS
Yeah, and you’ve got lots of presents
to open.
ALCHENE

Presents. That reminds me. There was
2 woman here, poor thing. She said
she wanted to give you a gift.

Hercules looks around at the faces of his family and smiles,
putting his arms around then.

HERCULES
She did. She made me appreciate my
family... nmore than evar.
He leads his family inside as the sun sets over the castle.
FADE OUT.

END OF ACT FOUR
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