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"THE MAN TRAP"

(NOTE TO DIRECTOR: Throughout the script we will
see "Nancy" as various different people. C(rater
and McCoy see her the same because both knew the
real Nancy. Others see what they want to see or
what they expect to see., "Nancy's" ability to
change her appearance is a form of protective
camouflage. Just as the chameleon can change its
%olor Eo blend with its surroundings, so can
Nancy" change her physical appearance. For
clarity so that the audience will be able to
follow the transformations as they take place,
we suggest you find & highly identifiable pose,
gesture or movement that will be characteristic of
"Wancy"... possibly seeing her witn folded hands --
hands clutched back to palm --- a sort of hand
washing gesture that is highly individuslistic
without being stagey.)
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CAST:

CAPTAIN JAMES KIRK
MISTER SPOCK
YEOMAN JANICE RAND
DOCTOR McCOY
HELMSMAN SULU
CFFICER SCOTT
COMMUNI CATIONS OFFICER UHURA
NANCY CRATER
SROFESSOR CRATER
CREWMAN DARNELL
CREWMAN GRELN
CREWMAN STURGLON
UHURA'S CREWMAN
ARMED CREWMAN
ARMED CREWMAN

STILENT BITS:

CRDERLY (DECEASED)
SHIP'S PERSONNET
CREATURE (?)
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SETS

INTERIOR:

TRANSPORTER ROOM
CRATER'S LIVING QUARTERS

STCKBAY

CCRRIDORS (VARIOUS)

BRIDGE '

ELEVATOR

BOTANY LAB

McCOY'S QUARTERS (REDRESS CAPTAIN'S QUARTERS)
BRIEFING ROOM

EXTERIOR:

CRATER'S CAMP
DIGGINGS



FADE IN:
EXT. PLANET (STOCK)

Rotates in space...

CRATER'S CAMP - DAY

EXT,

ESTABRLISHING Planet M-113.
unusual low vegetation,

The Cra

WIDE ANGLE

Tne planet largely barren, zome
tor campsite is a crumbling

remains of what might once have been a weird sort of temple.
There ic considerable sign of archaecclogical digging around it.

In the far distance, barely

3een, are other crumbling remains

of a civilization which mus*t have existed here once. Also a
shed, a heaping of %ocls, supplles and archaeolozical artifacts,
statues, carvings, and “o on, leading to a doorway in the

temp le, a room of which has
llVlng guarters.
DOCTOR McCOY, and Crewmnan
They look about them, reach

As they move toward the
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They enter the stone
INT. CRATER'S LIVING 9

As Kirk, McCoy, and Darne
strange designs in wall

reasonably comfortable qu
of tarps, dlgging egulpment,
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from McCoy,

makes an entry:

minates

orening

items of medical equi
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etc. The Doctor begins laying out
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Captain ! :! Sf.c‘ r
pO_._J.LJ Dlie, RO\.«ii.’-f}
medical examination of Archaeclogists,
Professor and Mancy Crater stationed
onn Plenet M-113. TDoctor McCoy's
report follows.

Kirk sets the tricorder down convenlent to McCoy, eyes the
Doctor again.

CLOSE SHOT -~ McCOY

nervous. He wipes a palm on hig uniform and tries to appear
unconcerned

CLCSE SHOT - KIRK

very aware of her nervousness, becomes cincere.

KIRK
With her, Bones -- it was real?
TWO SHOT - McCOY, KIRK
McCOY

(hesitates; nods)
We walked out of each other's lives
ten yvears ago. She marrled Crater.
For 2l1l I know, she's forgotten

me completely.

Paces. Returns.

Mc C0Y
(angry at himself)
Of all the bonehead ideas. Why do

T let myself in for these things?
There is the SQUND of footsteps. Mcloy turns sharply to
face the doorway. This is the moment he has been sweating out.

CLOSE SHOT - MoCOY
very apprehensive. He reacts Lo:
HIS POV - THE DOORWAY - DAY

A figure appears in the doorway. For a moment the figure 1is
a myotery, made sc by the strong halo of light from the bright
exterior. The tigure moves forward and we see & strongly

built young woman of almost tinirty. Her hair is shoulder

length, brown. Her face has that noble beauhy one sees in
few women,



MolOY's VOICE
’ L
(nesitant, warm)
- T - - -
Nancy... you haven' 'L aged a year.

NANCY
Leonard, left me look at you.

She rcomes forward with ouistretched hands.

k \JO
(withoup looking
away from her)
ig is the Captain of the
Enterorise...
CLOSE SHOT - KIRK
watching the reunlion -- a faint smile,

McCOY'E VOICE

KIRK
Mrs., Cracer.,.. I've heurd & great
deal about you.

HI5 POV - NANCY

more of 5 SLrong hanusome

Taking McC y s hands, looking at nim. However, there 1is

something welrd about tnls shot... The Nzncy he sees is Th

same woman, butv about fort air tinged with grey. Witooun
3 W

the goft youuhiul heagut; &
woman. (DIRECTOR'S NOT<. Here, @5 aiways when ,ransforming
T ml

o . 2 u - - 4
her identity, &lways cut ighly ldencifiable actlon,
gesture, or mid-gpeech.)

CLOSE SHOT - DARNELL

observing the zirl e ig very survrized at whatit he seet
MeCOY'S VOICH
<
i

And Crewman Darmeld

DARNLLL

HIS POV - NANCY

A third girl altogeiher! Mich more d4ifferent than the other
tTwo, not the same wonan at aLll, Site i1s g provocatlve, brassy
zlonde! She turns From nola.ing Meloy's hands Lo regerd

it

I
s
84/

Darnell w petulant stare,
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Plum?
TWO SHOT - McCOY - MoCOY'S NANCY
She smiles toward o.s. Kirk.
MANCY
A nickname I gave Lconard
once when. ..

McCOY

(interrupting fast)
We'll wait for the Professor:
I'11 catch you both at once,

HNANCY
I'd better go get Bob. Once he..

ANGLE ON KIRK

bit more than is

ag the dark-haired Kirrx's Nsncy moves nast him, exiting,
smiling, as:
NANCY
... Starts digging, he forgets
time...
EXT. CRATER'S CAMP - INCLUDING DARNTLL
Darnell's blonde "Nancy" comes out the door
NANCY
(back toward room}
... everything., Back in a
ninute
Now she turns, gives Darnell & suliry, provocative glance
over one shoulder as she starts am 2 nearby canyon. Shie Is
e a

-

mostly curves and she g h
necessary Lo enhence thne view.

Darnell looks st hwer retreating fisure,
CLOSE SHOT - HIS FACE

1 o -1l e i- TP | N (23
Can she mean what ke thirks shie mesnas

TWO SHOT

a5 he flips a mental coin, sees 1t come up "tails" and with &
look around to see he is unobservaed. he follows her up out of
gight into the carnyon. QT OF THIS SHOT we bring the TITLES
STAR TREK



ACT ONE

FADE I
EYT. PLANET - FULL SHOT - DAY

mo ESTABLISH.. then PROFESSOR CRATER moves “nto FRAME... TO
the door of the living quarters.

TNT. CAMP IIVING QUARTERS - DAY

As a shadow falls over the doorway and PROFESSOR DOB CRATER
ENTERS. He pauses in the doorwsy and looks at MeCoy and Kirk
as from a great height. He is a strange-Ieatured man in work
elothing, slightly older fhan HMcCoy. His eyes have 2 nltter
intelligent zlint. He has 2 volce like a busy signal. Nancy
is nowhere in =vidence.

XIRK
Professor Crater, I'm Captain
Kirk and this i3 ship's surgeon...

TER
(heavy Sarcasii. ..
interrupting)
The intrapid doctor eand tie heroic
Captain cross interstellar space

+to nregerve our health., Your sense

of duty is overwhelming.
{a aCDLﬂ;Ul zlance)
How ;a back where you caune [rom

3
+

K}

C
|

v

s

and tell whoever Losues you Jour
orders to leave me and rny wife
alone. We need an additional
supply of salit tablets for ine
heat but aside from that we're
doing nicely, thank you
B [ ‘\JOY

(irritatoU by

his manner)
T'n pleased Lo hear you're well.
But I'm reguired to confirm that
Tact

(+'O KJ..I‘I\:)
Doubtliess it would =sive your
surgeornt much pleasure L0 DoEe
EXuksl P“Od us witn his arcane

(2s though talking

to Lﬁlldle -

exeogaratod patience)
Go away. We doa't want you.



McCoy has been burning.

MaCOY

(precise, acid)
What you want is unimportant right
now. What you will get 1s your
required annual physical. The
book ciearly says --

(disgusted)
Professor, you know what the book
says.

KIRK

(enforcing McCoy)
Quote, "research personnel on alien
planets must have thelr health
certified by a starshiy's surgeon
at one year intervals. —Like it
or not, Professor, as a starship
commander I'm required...

McCoy picks up the tricorder, adjusts several knobs and meters.

CRATER
{acid)
... to show vour gold braid to
everybody - you love 1it, don't
you?

KIRK
Carry on, Doctor HcCoy.

McCOY
Hands out to your sides, Professor,
and breathe deeply, please.

The professor is fuming but there is something =lse in his
manner, TIs it apprehension? He looks at McCoy.

CRATER
Did the Captain call you Doctor
McCoy?

McCOY
He did.

CRATER

Tt've heard that name...
(he is going to say
"hefore:' he suddenly
places the good doctor)
McCoy. MNancy! She talked about
a Doctor McCoy.

MeCOY
She didn't mention I was here?



LI
(surprised; %rying
to hide it)
Youlve... seen Hancy?

She went to get you.
Crater turns to Kirk, eyeing him curiocusly.
CRATER

You saw... that is, you were
here with the good doctor?

KIRK
{(puzzled)
Yes. Why?
CRATER
(auickly)
Just that I'm so pleased, ycu see,
that she's seen an old friend, has

a chancs of some company. Quite

ore thing for me, I enjoy solitude
... but for a woman... you understand
of course.

McCoy nods, begins his examination of Crater, passing the scanhing
apparatus of the tricorder back and forih over Crater's body.
Along the arms. Down the sides. Checking meters, taking
readings. As:

McCOY
Hasn't seemed to age her. LooKs
exactly as I knew her twelve years
ago.
(to Kirk)
like a girl of twenty-five...

CRATER
(cverlapping... %o
chanze th2 subject
... fndicating chairs)
8it, Captain, I'm afraid I've
forgotten my manners,

Crater has tried to interrupt, but McCoy has seen a gently amused
look on Kirk's face, 7inishes his thought as he continues the
examination.

MeCOY
T'm not Joking. She hasn't aged
day. Hot a grey hair in her



KIRK
She has o trace of grey,
(to Crater)
Forgive me...
(to Meloy)
... a handsome woman, yes, but
scarcely twenty-five...

pores.

Crater, eveins Kirk's continuing amusement, interrupts:
L o S 3

CRATER
(to McCoy)
You're seeing my wife through

the... eyes of your past attachment,
Doctor. I'm sure when Nancy lets...

CLOSE - CRATER

We can see him carefully choosing the right words.

CRATER
(continuing; smiles)
... Un, when you see Nancy again,
she'll be at a believable age.
BACK TO SHOT

Then:

[*3

McCoy stops, eyes Kirk, then Crater, wondering if theylre putting
him on.

MeCOY
At any rate, she doesn't look a
day over thirty.
CRATEXR

(smiles)
Genuine affection. I'm glad
vou still feel it Tfor her...
"TLeonard", isn't it? She's a
fine womanh...

McCoy has picked up a tongue Cepressor from the table, interrupts:
MelOY
Open your moutii.

Crater looks at him, confused.

CRATER
I thought the machine was
capable of ...

MeCoy cuts off the flow of words with the depressor.

MelQY
The machine is capable of almost

anythin: but I'1il still put ny
trust in a healthy set of tonsils.
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He peers suspiciously down Crater's throat. Abruptly the tableau
is interruptsd by a SHRILL, HORRIFIED FLMALZ SCREAM.

A shocked silence. McCoy drops the tongue depressor, stares at
Kirk.

As the second SCREAM rips the silence, they boil toward the door.

EXT. CRATER'S CAMP - DAY

Kirk and McCoy, outdistancing Crater, running toward CAMERA WHICH
PANS THEM AROUND a point of rock to see Nancy with both fists

in her mouth standing over the body of Darnell. Important she 1is
Kirk's Nancy at all times now.

Almost instinctively, she comes into MeCoy's protective arms as
he arrives, panting. Kirk drops to his knees over the crewvman.

EMPHASTZING McCOY

Holding her, then suddenly puzzled by what he saw as she threw
herself at him, he releases her, eyes her..,. trying to hide his
surprise as he szes she actually looks her forty years. He
eyes the grey streaks in the hailr.

ANGLE ON CRATER

hurrying into SCENE, stopping as he sees McCoy and Nancy. A
strange look... is it Jealousy? Or is it something else?

EMPHASIZING KIRK

At the body of his dead crewman. He has turned him partially
over, sees he is clubtching something in his hand. It is a twisted
scabrous looking piece of vegetation, some kind of root, perhaps.
Part of it has been bitten away. Darnell's face is covered with
strange ring-like blotches,

KIRK
(snaps)
MeCoy !

The tone snaps McCoy out of it; the Doctor Jjoins Kirk at the bocy
immediately, begins to examine crswman,

MeCOY
Dead, Jim. Strange... rad
circular mottling on his Tace...
not Tamiliar with...

Kirk reacts, comes up slowly, turning to Nancy:
KIRK

(tersely)
What happened?
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Crater has sheot a quick now~look-whai-you've-done glance at Nancy,
now turns guickly %o Kirik:

CRATER
Don't snap at my wife, Captain,
You beam down a crewman who doesn't
know beftter than to sat an untested
plant on an alien world...

KIRK
(interrupting;
to Nancy)
Cne of my men is dead, Mrs, Crater.
I have to know what happened. How
much did you see?

McCOY
(turns to Nancy,
Zently)

Are you all right? Just tell
us what you know.

She tries to speak but the words don't come cut.

in

NANCY
fooo I was Just...
McCOY
(gently)
Take vour time.

|

Nency swallows. Holds her head deliberately high, fighting for
control.

NATICY

I couldn't find Bob... and I was
coming bhack. I started... over
to your crewman here,.. I wanted
him to know I wasn't offended by
what he said in there... you
remember,

(with difficulty)
Then I saw he had something in
his hand...
(looks with distaste
at the root in Darnell's
clenched hand)
.o .A borgia plant. I had nc idea
he intended... Before I could say

anything he'd taksn a bite from it.
{reliving 1t)

He Tell.., His face twisting...

She trails, flinches, shudders. Then she sees Mcloy watching her
with his expression again puzzlad.



NANCY
(continuing to McCoy)
You'lre locking at me strangely.
If you don't believe what I said...

McCOY
(guiltily)
No, no it's not that at all.
Something else entirely,
{turning to
Kirk)
I suppose we can complete these
examinations later...

CRATER
We dont't require one at all. You
can see that. Why not just take
the body of your man there...

KIRK
We'lre well aware of our next duties,
Professor. We'll complete your
examinations tomorrow.

Taking out Communicator, snaps 1{ open:

KIRK
(continuing; into
Communicator)
Kirk to Transperter Room.
(then to the Craters)
Meanwhile if there's anything we
can do for you folks...

NAFCY
(quickly)
Salt,
(to Crater)
You did ask for salt tablets?

No hurry about that.

(to Hancy)
I'11 take care of the provisloning,
Nancy,

TRANSPORTER CHIEF'S VOICE
(filtered)
Transporter Room, Captain.

KIsK
(into communicator)
Lock onto us. Three Leaming UP...
two of us... and a casualty.

As Kirk and McCoy draw together at the body, Crater and

stepping back:
CUT TO:

12.

Kancy
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EXT. ENTERPRISE
in orbit about the planet.

INT. BRIDGE - DAY

+

Minimum crew on dutv. SPOCK busy at his computer station, making
calculations at his panel, checking the results at his hooded
viewer. UHURA moves in toward him from her Communications Station.
She has a depressed look on ner face. She is toying with a cup

of coffee,

CLOSER

As Uhura moves in, watches him. Spock, without turning, is
ware of her presence.

SPOCK
Miss Uhura. Your last subspace
log contained an error in the
freguencies column.

UHURA
Mister Spock, sometimes I think
if I hear that word "freguencies”
again I'11 cry.

Spock throws her a puzzled glance, goes on with his work.

UFURA
(continuing)
I'm Lonely: I was trying to start
a conversation.

SPOCK
It is illogical for a Communications
Of ficer to resent the weord "freguencies’,
Thus, I have noc gnswer.

UHURA

(a sad smile at

Spock'ts words)
No, you gave an answer, I'm an
illozical woman who's beginning
to feel %too much a part of that
communications console, Tell me
I'm a very attractive young lady.
Ask me 1T I was ever in love.
Tell me how Vulcan looks in tiae
lazy eveninzg wn2n ths moon is Tull.

SPOCK
{precisely)
Vulcan has no moon.
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TUHURA
. . (a dizgusted sigh)
I'm not surprisel.

Spock reacts ~ perplexed. G5iie DP2eYs into her cup ag though her
future was written thera,

TRANSPCRTER CHIEF'S VOICE
(filtered)
Transporter Room to Bridze.
Landing party returning.
(a beat)
They report one death.

At the words: One death, Uhura loses her self-pitying lcok. One
of her friends has died. Which one? The Doctor? Oh, nol Kirk?
She looks at Spock who hits a panel button, replies:

SPOCK
(apparently unperturbed)
Bridge acknowledging.

He goes back to his work.

UHURA
(flabbergasted)
T don't believe 1tl

SPOCK
(even)
Explain?

UHURA
Youi Explain vourself. That means
gomeone is dead. And you stand
there. It could be Zaptain Kirkl
He's the closest thing you could
have to a friend.

SPOCK
(reasorable)
My demonstrating concern won't
charge what has happened. The
Transporter Room 1s properly
manned; they!ll call L they
need my assisiance.

She locks at him with shocked amazement {and with your permission,
Wichelle) with white-fac=d anger, turins and exits. Spock looks
after, perplexed.

CUT TO:
INT, SICKRAY - KIRK, McCOY

The body of the crewman lies on the examination table.
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MzCoy concludes examlning the body, crosses toward where Kirk 1s
at a communicatiocns panel.

(nods)
Spockts checking it now,

A moment's walt, then:

SPOCK'S VOICE
(filtered)
Bridge to dispensary.

KIRK
Go ahead.

SPOCK'S VOICE

(filtered)
Borgia plant... listed in library
tapes as carbon group three
vegetation; similar tc the Zarth
nightshade family. Alkaloid poison,
chemical structure common o most
Class M planets, About the strange
mottling on his faclal skin surface
... Lhere is no reference to this
symptaom.

MeCoy eyes Kirk with a puzzled loox.

McCOY
Then this man wasn't polsoned.

{IRK
(surprised)
Stand by, Mister Spozd.
{snaps off mike;
to MeCoy)
ghe salid she saw him sat the plant.

HeCOY
(flat)
ghe waz mistaken. T know alkalold
poigon and what to look fTor.
There's not a trace of it in his
body .

KIRK
There were bits of it in his mouth,
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MeCOY

Don't tell me my business, Jim.
He could not have swallowed any.
My instruments would plck up any
trace whatsoeverl

(beat)
Wow, I!'1l tell you something else.
This man shouldn't be dead.
According to every test, he should
be able to get up and walk away
frocm here,

Kirk looks acorss toward the covered body, thoughtfully. Finally:

McCOY

(continuings shakes

head)
T'11 have my tests double checked.
My eyes may be tricking me...

(beat; eyeing Kirk)
But Jim... I'1) swear when I first
looked at her she seemed Jjust &s
I'd known her ten years ago.
Granted, maybe at that moment I was
seeing her through a romantic haze...

KIRK
(interrupts; snaps)
How your lost love affects your
vision doesn't interest me, Dector!
Tlyve lost a man. I want to know
what killed him.

MeCOY
(beat)
Yes sir,
Kirk turns, exits the examination room.

FADE OUT.

HND OF ACT ONb
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ACT TV

FADE TIWN:

EXT., SFACE

The U.S.S. Enterprise still in orbit around Planet M-113.
INT. BRIDGE - ESTABLISHING

Minimum crew still on duty. A couple of n.d., crewmen ccnversing
over the engineering panel. Another n.d. crewman has collectad
tape reports from other statlions, departs via the elevator. Kirk
and Spock stand at Spock's compuler station, the secend in
command busy at his controls and hooded screen. At thes Communi-
cations Station, Uhura has picked up a message, turns and calls:

HURA
Message, Captaln.

CLOSER ANCGLE
Kirk turning toward the Communications Officer.

UHURA
(continuing)
Gtarship base on Corinth IV
reguesting explanation of our
delay here, sir. Space commander
Dominquez says we have supplies...

KIRK

(interrupting)
You can tell Jose he'll get his
chile peppers when we get there,
Tell him they're prime Mexican
reds, I handpicked them myself,
but he won't die if he goes a
few more days without them. Got
it?

UHURA
T think sc, sir.

Kirk turns back Lo Spock.
CLOSER, KIRK AND SPOCK
as Spock looks up from his hooded screen, ghakes his nhead,
SPOCK
To nmistake in our record tapes.

Borgia plant... sole deadly
property is alkalold poison.



18.

KIRK
Ang on Professor Crater and wife?

SPOCK
Check out perfectly. Both personal
histories bheyond reproach: both
with excellent reputations as
archacologists. Arrived here nearly
five years ago, visited by various
vessels, fairly heavy shipments out
of artifacts and reports. However
a marked drop in shipments during
the last year.

McCOY'S VOICE
(filtered;
interrupting)
McCoy to Captain.

Spock hits a micrcphone button on his control panel for:

KIRK
Kirk here.

McCOY'S VOICE
(filtered)
We found something, Captain.
I'd rather nect put it on the
speaker.

KTRK
Coming.

Kirk motions to 8pock, begins exiting the bridge, followed by
his second in command.

INT. SICKBAY - CLOSE ON BODY FUNCTION INDICATCR

We'lll see later that the coveread body of the crewman is on a
table under this indicator. At the moment, all indices show
t,ero" reading except one, and it is hovering at the top of

the scale. CAMSRA PULLS BACK TC REVEAL Kirk and Spock eyeing

$t. Then McCoy turns off the panel, turns to them.

SEOCK
Fascinating.

McCOY
(nods)
So improbable we almost didn't
check 1it.

Kirk eyes them, puzzled.

SPOCK
godium chloride. Not a trace of it.



McCOY

(to Xirik)
Salt. Biolozy oiig, vouiember? Man
never really lzTt the ocean, He
3till carries its salt in his body
filuids... tears, blood, sweat,
This man has no salt in nils bedy
at alll

KIRK REACTING

KIRK
Explain,

MeCOY
T can't, IZxcept that what we
normally carry in our bodies 1is
gone from his.

Kirk looks at Spock who nods.

SPOCK
fle would die almost instantly.

KIRK
How? There wasn't a mark on his
body.

MeCOY
Except the small red rings on
his sxin...

KIRK
You ralled that skin mottling.

McCOY
T thought it was, sir. Another
error on my part,

¥irk catches the coolness in McCoy's volice, eyes him
then guletly:

KEIrK
Are you in the mood for anh
apology, Bones?

MclOY
Forget it. I probably was mooning
over her. 3hould have been
thinking about my Jjob.

KIRK
Perhaps yvou were.

19,

a moment,

A surprised lock from McCoy: & puzzled glance from Spock.



with phaser pistols.

XIRK
(continuing)
RBoth Crater and Nancy w

o
.

of their way to mention
they needed.

McCQOY

ent out
one ltem

{comprehension)

Salt tablets?
{considers)
Explain the connection.

KIRK
I can't but we're beamil
some questions. Mister
outfit a landing party.

INT., CRATER'S LIVING QUARTERS - DAY

KIRK
Your wife, Professor,
to talk to her, too,

CRATER
Captain, if you think y
down here, bully us, in
my WOrk...

KIR®
Where is Mrs. Crater?
8821l

CRATZR
Possibly at the other d
We don't keep military
nerel

KIRX
Green... get her,

TRYVAT
GRELIN

Yea sir.

exits, snappily.

T T
JEVEN 1{.

rnz down with

Py

Spocle,

Present are Crater, McCov, Kirk and two armed crewmen, armed
Their names are GREEN and STURGEON.

T'1]1 want

ol can bean
terfere with

T won't ask

iggings.

logs down

(snaps on communicator)

Mister Spock.

SPOCK!'S3

Standirg by.

VOICE

20.
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KIRK
Sturzeocn, transport a sample of
that plant to Mister Spock. We'll
check if it's actually the borgia
or something we don't understand.
Do you have that, Mistsr Spock?

SPOCK'S VOICE
Complete analysis.

Sturgeon exits briskly. Kirk snaps off the communicator.

CRATER
{arrogantly)
Captain, considering the inescapable
fact that you are a trespasser on
my planet...

KIRK
... Your complaint is noted.
(very courteous)
T apologize for any inconvenlience.
But gsomething we don't understand
killed one of our men. It could
be g danger to you and Mrs. Crater

L00. ..

CRATE
We've been nere almost five years.
If there was something hostile here
we'd know about it by now, wouldn't
we?

KIRK
(to McCoy)
The autcpsy.

McCOY
{to Crater)
Our crewman disd of salt
depletion... a sudden total
lozgs of it... medically
impossible by any standards.

KIRK
(to Crater)
And, by coincldence, you and
Mrs. Crater both regussted a
supply of salt tabletes.

CRATER
And your esteemed physician can't
explain our need for salt tablets?!

crater gives Kirl: a "how stupid can you be' look and turns to a
heavy metal box which is set agalnst a wall. He thumbs a
combination on the lock that secures the 1lid.



KIRK
We'lre well aware of the need for
salt on an arid plan=st like this,
Professcr. However...

22,

Crater has taken out two pint-sized cannisters. One is empty.

The other rattles with only a few tablets left.

CRATER
(interrupting)
Nancy and I started with twenty-
five pounds. This is what's left.
Now explain the "sinister”
colncidence in thatl

Kirk is stymied. He paces the length of the room. Pauses and

comes back to Crater.

KIRK

I don't like mysteries. They gilve
me z belly-ache and I've got a
beauty right now.

(comes to a

decision)
Cne of the missions of the
Enterprise is to protect human
life in places like this. For
your own protection, I'll have to
ask you and Mrs., Crater to stay
aboard my ship until we find what
killed our crewman.

Crater reacts, almost with panic.
>

CRATER
You can't do that!

KIRK
(soft and level)
I can, Professor Crater.

CRATER
But you must not! You'll interfere
with my work...

KIRK
How?

Crater tries to formuiate a reply - words do not come.
waits; then takes out Communicator.

KIRK
(into Communicator)
Mr, Spock.

¥irk
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ANGLE EMPHASIZING CRATER
edging unseen toward the door.

SPOCK'S VOICE
(filtered)
Spock here.

KIRK
Arrange quarters for Professor and
Mrs. Crater. Do you have the plant
analysis?

SPOCK!'3 VOICE
(completing the
sentence)
Tt is the horgla variety, Capltain.
Could noct have caused Darnell's
death.

Kirk flips off the communicator.

MeCOY
Jiml

Kirk whirls. Stares. Crater is not in the roon.

KIRK
He'!s fast on his feet for an
archaesologist.
(moves for door)
Let's zet nim.

They head for the docr.
EXT. THE DIGGINGS - ANGLE ON STURGzZON

1ying dead on the ground. The characteristic red circle mottling
on his face. RUNNING FOOTSTEPS, CAMERA PANS UP TO REVEZAL
Profescor (Crater coming TOWARD CAMERA WHICH HOLDS CRATER RUNNING
IN CLOSE, as he sees the dead crewman and pulls up short, looking
dowWn, an expression of horror on his face as he =2yes the o.s.
Sturgeon, He looks around, seeking.

CRATER
(calling)

Nancy!

Crater digs into his pocket, pulls out a handful of salt tablets,
extending them one direction and then the other, calling:

CRATZER
(continuing)
1 I have salt. Smell
I

e

ou, Na
Sa

cy
1t7? L

n
ittl
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Then hearing DISTANT RUNNING FOOTSTEPS behind him, Crater darts
off in another direction, running.

PANNING CRATER

running, losing himgelf from his pursuers. Then, letting Crater
exit, CAMERA CONTINU%RS PANNING THROUGH LOW SHRUBBERY, REVEALING
NANCY IN MEDIUM LONG SHOT strangely hovering low over still
another body.

NANCY AND GREEN

Green also dead, the same strange red mottling marks on his face.
Nancy is bending down closer, closer.,.. then RUNNING FOOTSTEPS
approaching. She pulls back as we hear:

MeCOY'!S VOICE
{(calling)
Professor|

KIRX!S VOICE
Frofessor Crater!

Nency stands, CAMERA FOLLOWING HER UP... she looks nervously
beyond the foliage and rocks toward where the RUNNING FOOTSTEPS
are obviously approaching in this direction. From closer we
hear:

McCOY!'S VOICE
Jim! Sturgeon, he's dead.

KIRK'S VOICE
We'ld better locate crewman Green...
fastl
(calls)
Green?! Greenl!

ANGLE ON GREEXN
A quick identification of the face, then:
ANGLE ON NAKCY

A look of decision on her face, then... DISSCLVE EFFECT,
shocking as Nancy becomes the crewman Green we've Just seen
lying dead on the ground.

ANCTHER ANGLE

Leaving the form of the dead Creen on the ground, the new Green
(Narncy) moves toward where we can hear:

McCOY'S VOICE
Crater? He came this way.

KIRK!'S VOICE
Couldén'!t have been. He didn't
have time.
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The new Oreen is moving through the bushes, in the directlon of
the conversation.

KIRX AND ¥McCOY

moving away from the body of Sturgeon, then stopping as they see
Green approaching them.

KTIRK
Green! Did you see this?

CLOSE SHOT - GREEN

A glint of malevolence in his eyes, guickly hiding it as he
interrupts:

GREEN
Yes sir, Sturgeon was dead when
I found him. I was circling,
trying to find whatever it was.

THREE SHOT

Kirk and McCoy are surprised, perplexed. The Doctor checking
the body:

McCOY
Same rings on his face.
{then rising.
alarmed... to Green)
Have you seen Wancy... Mrs., Craterl

GREEN
No sir. I checked all through the
ruins.

McCOY

I'm worried about her, Jim. She's
not at her qguarters, not at the
diggings here...
(shakes his head)
She could be in danger...
(calling)

Hancy!
CLOSE SHOT ~ GREEN
watching, a strange look on his face, as wWe hear:
McCOY '3 VOICE

(calling)
Nancy! TIt's Leonard! Nancy?

THREE SHOT

as McCoy whirls pback to Kirk.



KIRK
We'lre beaming up to the ship.

McCOY
{intent)
We can't leave Nancy herel

KIRK
(impatient, brisk)
We can't cover a whole planet
on foot.

McCOY
{shakes his head)
Jim...!

An imploring look on hig face.

KIRX
{sharply)

You could learn something from
Mister 3pock, Doctor. GStop thinking
with your glands. There's equipment
on1 the Enterprise that can pinpoint
a mateh 1it anywhere on this planet.
Qr the heat from a body.

He has taken out his communicator. G
him, With a chargrined look, McCoy s
Kirk's side.

esn takes up position near
eps to a position at

-

s

+
[0

]

TIGHT SHOT - GREEN
A glitter of sly, triumphant craft in the eyes. HOLD ON THIS AS:

KIRK'S VOICE
(into communicator)
Kirk to Transporter Room, Three
persons: beam us up.

CUT TO:

EXT. ENTERPRISE
in orbit about the planst.
INT. TRANSPORTER ROOCM - ANGLE Cif KIRK

TRANSPORTER EFFECT, Kirk shimmering into being. Then CAMERA
BACK TC REVEAL McCoy and Green with him. As the lights go down
on the transport platform, they step briskly down. Kirk goes
to where the Transporter Chizsf stands at the panel, hits a
button.

KIRK
Kirk to bridge.
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SPOCK'S VOICE
_ (filtered)
Spock here,

KIRK
Break out the surface search
equipment. I want coordinates
on two people,

SPOCK!'S VOICE
Yes sir.

KIRK
(to Transporter Chief)
There's a body down there. Sturgeon.

TRANSPORTER CHIEF
(reacts; then nods)
We'll bring him home, sir.

KIRK
(to McCoy)
Get some rest. You too, Green.

MeCOY
_ (reluctant)
All right, Jim.

Green nods; they all exit.
INT. CORRIDOR - CLOSE CON YEOMAN RAND

coming down corridor carrying tray. On the tray is a covered
dish, napkin, cutlery and a salt and pepper shaker.., Kirk
ENTERS.

JANTCE
Do you need me, sir?
(nods, to indicate
ray)
For Sulu... he missed mess call.

XIRK
(shakes head
negative...
interrupta)
Carry on, Yeoman.

JANICE
Yes, sir.

Janice begins exiting one way; Kirx and McCoy head off the other.
CAMERA HOLDS on Green who stands there, watching Janice go...
then hurriedly begins following her.
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SHOT - JANICE

moving to an elevator, (reen entering scene hehind her. He hovers
near, she notices but only after Juggling the tray and salting a
stalk of celery for herself.

JANICE
(rodding)
Green. What went on down there?

Green can't keep his eye from the salt shaker on the tray. He
doesn't answer, instead begins moving in. Janice eyes him,
suddenly nervous.

JANICE
Whe do you think you are?

Green has reached for the ftray, Janice has slapped his arm away.
Green now eyes her, takes a step in toward her. But at this
moment the elevator doors snep open, revealing a couple of n.d.
crewnen insgide. Janice gives Green an irritated look, steps
into the elevator with the others. Green hesitates almost too
long, barely leaps into the elecvator before the docors close in
front of us.

INT. BRIDGE - SPOCK - AT LIBRARY CONSOLE

LIGHT flickers on Spock's face from hooded screen as Kirk moves
into SHOT with him.

SPOCK
Scmethinz odd, Captain. You
sald two people.
/ E KIRK
{confirming)

Professor and Nancy Crater.
SPOCK
‘We get a reading on one person.
Crater, probably, from the
direction you gave. He's circling,
as if searching for something.
Kirk frowns.

KIRK
Expand sgearch radiusz.

5POCK
Yes sir.

CUT TO:
INT. CORRIDOR -~ AT ELLEVATOR

Doors snap open; Janice comes out, etill followed by Green,



Wny don't you zo chase an asteroid?l
ANOTHER ANGLE - ALONG CORRIDOR

Janice not frightened, more perplexcd and annoyed, continues 4Gown
the corridor. Green gtarts to cateh up with her, pulls back as
n.d. crewmen pass. We can feel nis overpowering need for the
salt, his need to get her alone for Jjust one moment. Janice
turng abruptly intc a door marked "Life Sciences Department --
Botany Section.'

INT, BOTANY LAB

The lab section of the space-botany garden, Even here, an exotic
collection of plants -- some of them prize specimens collected

by Sulu, ship's helmsman. in the center of the room -~ obviously
one of Sulu's prize pets -~ is a large, undulating plant, swaying
with sentient life and gives off a CHIMING, MELODIC HUM, like a
harmonium. As Janice ENTERS, it senses her presence and leans
toward her. She sets the tray on a teble; almost unccnsciously
she strokes the plant as one might stroke a friendly German
shepherd. It CROONS MUSTCALLY and ducks its head as though
welcoming her touch.

JANICE
lHellc, Beauregard.
(calling)
Sulu, are you here?

SULU'3 VOICE
(from an adjoining
Toon )
Tn here, Janice. I'm feeding the
weepers.

She gives the plant a final pat, ad libs a "sood boy" as SULU
enters, grinning.

SULU
May the great bird of the galaxy
bless your planet.

This, as he sits at the food. In b.p. of rocm, Green has
entered... hets hesitant, unsure of this place. (In his actions
constantly we play his uncertainty aboard this strange vessel.)

CLOSE ~ PANNING GREBHN

Ags he approaches the sentlent plant in the middle of the room it
abruptly stops humming. It senses his presence and glves a
HORRIFIED SQUEEX, It draws back Irom nim. The sgueek becomes
LOUDER as the plant tries to put as much distance between itself
and Green as it can. The sgueek bDecomes a siren wail, growing
LOUDER. Startled, Green draws back. Janice and Sulu turn.



30.

SULU
Hello, Green.
JATTICE
Ha's not talking today.
(to Green)
You been nipping Saurian Brandy
or something?

Upset by the plant SOUNDS, Green retreats to the main door and
EXITS into the corridor, waits there, unsure. Sulu and Janice
cross to the plant. The alarmed WAIL subsides.

SULU
(mystified)
Take it easy, Gertrude,
JAHICH
Beauregard! A girl can tell.
(indicates toward
corridor)
There's the real spook. You
think Green's going space happy?

Sulu shrugs... "forget it." The plant CHIMES and HUMS. While
Janice chucks it under the “chin", Sulu moves to the door, hits
a button ~- the door slams shut,

INT. SHIP!'S CORRIDCR -~ OUTSIDE BOTANY SECTION

as the door SLAMS shut. Then Greesn turns, seelng someone coming.
OAMERA IN TO CLOSE SHOT, catching the craftiness and hunger
coming over Green's face as he sees:

SHOT -~ UEURA

moving down the hallway.

GREEN

Green changing 1o negro crewman.

UHURA

continuing down the hall... stops... sees:

HER POV

At the closed Botany Section doorway is a tall, magnetically
handsome man. He is dressed in ship's uniform. He is Negro.

FADE OUT.

END OF ACT TWO




ACT THRZEL

FADE IN:

EXT. SPACE - THE ENTERPRISE IN ORBIT (STOCK)
To ESTABLISH, then:

INT. CORRIDCR - MED, SHOT

On Unhura and the Negro Crewman... as we left them... he nods to
the Communications Officer. Her chin goes up. She congiders
moving on, changes her mind.

UHURA
(challenging)
Crewman, do I know you?

UHURA TS CREWMAT
(courteous)

In a way, Ma'am. You were Jjust
thinking of... someons like me,

Unura'!s surprised expressicn glves her away. Annoyed, she starts
to move on.

CLOSE SHOT - HIS FACE

A mirror reflecting what she wants to see -- what she wants to
hear.

UBURA 'S CRZWMAN
T'm guessing, of course. 3ut
you did look a little lonely.

TWO SHOT

Uhura, in the act of moving on, slows. Tmbarrassed to stop, but
not wanting o leave either. The crewman moves in toward her.

UHURA

UHURA 'S CREWMAN
(in Swahili)
Nina Xu dhania Mwaramka,,

Again Uhura 1s startled... we gfuess it!s alsc near an image she's
haé that it's difficult to belleve.

Swahili?
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He has brought nis hands up to her shoulders, i1s beginning to
pull her close... the espression on nhis face changing to the

malevolent gleam we've seen before. Uhura, almost hypnotized
by the familiar look, famillar names, seems almost powerless,

KIRK'S VOICE
Lieutenant Uhura, report fo the
bridge.

Green moves toward her... closer.

KIRK'S VCICE
(continuing)
Lieutenant Uhura... to the bridge.

Suddenly, behind them, the Rotany Lab doors SNAP cpen, Janice
stepping out into the corridor... back to Sulu (o.s.).

JANICE
{tc Sulu)
I better get this tray back.

SULU'S VOICE
I'11 walk along.

KIRK'S VOICE
(filtered)
Communications Officer Uhura,
Report to the bridse.

Uhura's Crewman reacts... backs off slowly... and she comes
out of the spell, reacting to Kirk's voice. She gives her
Crewman a perplexed, lonely, uncertain look... turns,

UHURA
{presses a button
on wall communicator)
Lieutenant Uhura. On nmy way.

5She moves down the corridor,.. Jjoins Janice and Sulu who

are now moving into b.g. (backs to CAMERA). He watches her
g0... is drawn after her a siep... stops. Uhura, Janice and
Sulu EXIT into an slevator... the doors cleose behind them..
he turns (toward CAMERA)... holds... hungry... MOVES on down
the corridor

UHURA'S CREWMAN

spots crewman (highly identifiable costume) alone... follows
nim...

INT. McCOY'S QUARTERS (REDRESS CAPTAIN'S QUARTERS)

He 1s lying on his bunk fully clothed. 1t is obwious he can't
sleep. e rises impatiently and nhits a microphone button.
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McCoy to Bridge. Captain theref’

KIRK'S VOICE
(riltered)
Nothing to report, Doctor. We
haven't located Mrs. Crater.

{(wryly)
Try one of those red pills you
gave me last week. You'll sleep.

He crosses to his nlightstand and tekes out a small bottle,
eyes them, then throws the bottle angrily down.

CUT TO:
INT. BRIDGE -~ SPEOCK ANDY KIRK

Spock is bent over his hooded screen. He 1s in the middle
of a speech.

SPOCK
(matter of Ffact)
The simple fsct is that unless
there's something seriously
wrong with the ship's equipment,
Crater's the only persecn inside
a hundred mile zircle.

XIRK
All right. Triangulate on himn.
We'll let Professor Crater
explain what happened to i

o nis wife.

INCLUDING UHURA
at her station. Kirk passes with Spock.

KIRY
Understand my iastructions,
Lieutenant? Keep a tight fix
on us. If we let out a yell I
want an armed party there hefore
the echoss die.

UHURA
Yes, Captain.

INT. CORRIDOR - NEAR McCOY'S QUARTERS
Uhura's Crewman idling down the corridor. He eyes passing
crewmen, but they are in pairs, or 1f alone someone else is

always near. Then, suddenly:

McOoCY!'S VOICE
Nancy!



SHOT - McCOY AT HIS OPEN DOORWAY
staring incredulcusly, surprised.

WIDER ANGLE - TO INCLUDE NANCY
standing where Uhura's Zrewnman stcod a moment before. McCoy
moves out, grabs her hands.

McCOY
I've been worrying about you.
When did you beam up?

NANCY

Lecnard, I'm so happy to see
you. The others...

{hesitates,

finding the

words)
T don't relate to them as much
as with you. You have such
strong nemories of me...

Mc COY
(Lgnoring 1it)
Why didn't Kirk let me know?

NANCY
(moving closer)
You reelly care, don't you,
Leonard? It makes me feel...
gsafe. I know what o savy and
do.

Nancy...

My hushand...
{smiles)
I like your feelings better.
Much. Stronger.
(propels him
toward the door)
You'lre tired. I can feel 1t.
Iet's go in there.

INT. McCOY'S QUARTERS

Nancy the dominant one, leading him to his bed, pushing him
bacll to sit there,

NANCY
Rest.
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Mo Cov
You're as bad as Jim Kirk...
(picks up
tranauil
botile)
he was affer me Lo take
these...

iz

i

!

D

NANCY
I thin k you should.

She takes the botitle from his hand, moves off.

NANCY
(continuing)
I'11 get you water.

CUT TO.

INT. CORRIDOR

Sulu and Janice rounding & cornsr. They suddenly stop.
Shocked reactions. CAMERA ANGLES and we see the body of

a man lying sprawled in the center of the corridor., He is
dressed in the identifiable costume we saw in Scene 55,

ANGLE ON DEAD MAN'S FACE
showing the characterictic red circle marks.

SULU'S VOICE (OVER)
Mister Spock, Sulu. Trouble on
Deck seven, 3Section two, we need
2 medlcal teazm.

CUT TO:
INT, McCOY'S QUARTERS - McCOY AND NANCY

Me Coy is iying on nisg bunk: Nancy sitting beside nim,

A half empty water glass sits on the bedstand, beside tne
bottle of pills. He is on *the edge of deozing. BShe leans
in, strokes his face.

e COY
i1ed., Your husbend
ange. .. crewnen dying...

She continues atroking his fsce. HMcloy closes his eyes.

His breath begins to come regulsrly, deeply. Then, DISTANT
ALARM BELLS 3CUND. McCoy's eyes flicker open, but it'e
obvious the drug 1s starting to tzke hold. Nancy continues
stroking his face.
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NANCY
(continuing)
It's nothing, darling., Nothing
I'11 let worry you... Rest,
Plum darling...

McCoy's eyes close again and he rasumes the measured deep
breathing of sleep.

CLOSE SHOT -~ HER FPACE
A strange, intense hunger as she watches him.

UHURA'S VOICE
Doctor McCoy to the bridgs....

TIGHT TWO SHOT

as she reacnes out to touch his face with her fingertips.
Gently fer fingers explore the moist flesh. She holds up
the hands to look at them. McCoy MOANS in his sleep.
TICHT - THE HANDS - HER POV

as the balls of her thurbs smooth the glistening fingertips.
They are molst with Doc's perspiration.

ANGLE

as again, she reachss searching hands for his face. The
DISTANT ALARM continues SQUNDING, as we:

UHURA'S VOICE
Doctor McCoy to the bridge.

She stops... thinks... crosses %o the door... CAMERA PANS
from Nancy to McCoy... then BACK to 2z second McCoy {Nancy)...
EXITS.

EXT. ENTERPRISE

in orbit aboutf the planet.
EXT. THE DIGGINGS - DAY

As Captain Kirk and Spock w

&
ready. They approach the stor
reacting to.

roacn, weapons at the
They suddenly stop,

CRATZR'S VCICE
No closer, Ceptzin.

Kirk and Spock exchange glances.

1

KIREK
11y)
™7

s
ter?

(&
Professor Cra



Kirk an

His wvoic

There ig
directi

CRATER

CRATER'S VOICE
Go back. We don't want voa here.

KIRK
We...? Where's your wife,
Professor? Welre conceined
about her,

-ty

CRATER'S VOICE
I'm armed. Go away!

d Spock ease a step closer %o the shed.

KIRK
(reasonable)
Where is Mrs. Crater?

CRATER'S VOICE
She's no concern of yours.

ce holds an edge of penic. Kirk reacts to this.
KIRK

Professor, we're worried about

her safety! Aren't you?

no answer. Kirk indicates to Spock to head one
on, e carefully moves off another.

0ld style phaser in hand, holed up, alert.

ANGLE ON KIRK

moving
BUZZ.

carefully through the ruins SOUND of communication
Kirk pulls his COounlCator, SIIAPS 1t open.

KIRK
(into communicator)
Kirk.

SULU'S VOICE
(filtered)
Casualty, Captain. Barnhart
was found dead on Deck ftwelve.
Same symptoas...

3POCK'S VOICE
(Tiltered; interrupting)
Spock cutting in, Caygalu Over
here... past the ruing, o vour

left

37.



KEIRK
(into comnunicetor)
Sulu, stand by. Spocd has
something.

Kirk moving off to his Ilaff.
ANGLE ON SPOCK

phaser at ready. SOUND of someone approaching; Kirk enters
SCENE. Spock indicates something o.s.

POV - PLACE OF GREEN'S DEATH

form of Green lying beyond the follage.

PAN SHOT - KIRK AND SPOCK

moving to stand over Green's still form.

ANGLE - PAST GREEN'S FEET UP ONTO KIRK AND SPOCK
looking down at the o.s. face.

S5POCK
Green.

KIRK
(reacting)
He beamed up %o the ship with us.

SPOCK
Something did, Captain.

Kirk's communicator is already out; he SNAPS 1t open.

KIRK
(intc communicator)
Enterprise from Kirk.

SULU'S VOICE
(filtered)
Bridge, Sulu.

KIRK
You have an intruder avoard...
could be masquereding as Crewman
Green.. We're not zure what this
is all about. Gereral Quarters,
Security Condition three!

SULU 'S VOICE
(filtered)
G.Q., Security three, sirl!

38.
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EXT. SPACE

Enterprise still in orbit,

INT. CORRIDOR

General ALARM SOUNDING; crewmen hurrying purposefully past.

SULU'S VOICE
General Quarters three. Intruder
alert. G.Q. three, intruder
alert,

And almost this fast, the corridor has cleared, palrs of
phaser-pistol armed guards taking up positions in the now-
empty corridor, silent except for the continuing ALARM.

EXT. THE DIGGINGS

Kirk and Spock back ingide the ruins, crouching low against
a wall. Kirk has his communicator out.

UJHURA'S VOICE
(filtered)
Reporting G.Q. three, secure,
Captain. Do you require
assistance there?

Kirk consgsiders it.

SPOCK
Crater knows the creature. If
we can take him alive.

KIRK
(nods; into
communicstor)
Negative, Lieutenant. But
stay locked in on us. Kirk out.

Kirk gives Spock a signal and they begin to edge into the
ruins again. Abruptly a phaser blip lances out, hits the
top of a nearby wall, which EXPLODES, disintegrating into
fire and debris. Kirk and Spock are knocked about by the
discharge of energy.

TIGHT TWO SHOT - KIRK AND SPOCK
down, rolling into cover,

CRATER'S VOICE
We don't want you here. Neither
cf us. We're happy alone. I'11
kill to stay alone. Hear me,
Kirk? Or you'll have to kill me.!
I don't care, either way.
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Kirk and Spock excienge looks at the aeseming finality of
this message.

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise still in orbit around Planet M-113.
INT, McCOY'S QUARTERS - ANGIE ON McCOY

asleep on the bed.

INT, BRIDGE - ANGLE AT SPOCK'S STATION

McCoy watches as Sulu stands over Uhura who is loocking intoe
the Science Officer's hooded screen. Sulu hits control
buttons.

SULY
Engineering Deck now. Running
through file phetos of the
crewmen there.

Uhura nods, light flickering from *the hooded screen on her
face.

UHURA
No... no... none of these...

CREWMEI 'Y VCOICE
(filtered)
Securlity reporting. Crewman
Green 18 not in his guarters.
No one has seen him.

SULT
(hite mike switch)
Feep in mind if you find him,
he's not Crewman Green. Captain
reporte Green 1s dead.

WIDE ANGLE - INCLUDING JANICE

Uhura continuing to lcok into the flickering hooded screen,
is shaking her head.

SULU
And he, or it, or whatever, was
probably your crewnan, too,
Lieutensant.

Uhura loocks up, represses a shudder.

JANICHE
(shudders too)
And he... it followed me...
or rather tiie salt on my tray...
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In b.g. we have seen elevator doors open, Dr. lcCoy (Mancy)
enters the bridge. He crosses in toward the group. The
screen light on Uhura's hooded screen has gone dark; Sulu
turns, hits another row of butions. Tne screen lights up.

SULU
Supply and Maintenance Section.

The flickering light comes on again, Uhura locks into the
screen.

UHURA
He must have been... 'it.
I would have remembered &
crewnan like him.

ANGLE ON "McCOY”

watcning carefully.

GROUP SHOT

Uhura looking into the screen, still shaking head.

UHURA
And yet it seemed like I've seen
him somewnere.. Not here on the
Enterprise... more like someone
I just imagined.

MeCOY
The ¢reature leading you a merry
chase, Mister Suiu?

Sulu whirls, surprised at the mention of "creature'.
MeCoy hesitates a split second at the look, then easily:

SULD
Creature?

McCOY
Or whatever it is that killed
the crewmen.
(moves in)
Perhaps I can help. Fill me in.

EXT. TiHE DIGEINGS - DAY - ANGLE ON CRATER

An o0ld style phaser pistol in hand, creeping through the
rains. Understandably, ke knows his way through here very
well.

KIRK'S VOICE
Last cnance, Professor.

Crater sees something, turns, whipping up his phaser.



KIRK AND SPOCK

phaser in hand, ducking as the ancient wall above thenm

DISINTEGRATES INTO EXPLOSION, a section of the wall tumbling
down, narrowly missing thewm. Spock throws Kirk a worried
look.
SPOCK
(quietly)

It'1l take a landing party. Or,
We can use our weapons.

KIRK
set your phaser at full: I'll
leave mine on "stun."

Spock gives Kirk another worried look, complies, adjusting
his phaser. Kirk indicates directions for each to take, then:

SPOCK
His life i1s not worth risking
yours.

KIRK

(shakes head)
He's trying to frighten us off,
not kilil us.

Kirk motlions for Spock to go one direction, Kirk takes the
other.

ANGLE ON CRATER

1oled up, preplexed and annoyed. He's not certain where the
two men are. Then he hears a SOUND, whirls in that direction.

ANGLE ON WALL
Spock appearinz, aiming.

SPOCK
Crater!

ANGLE ON CRATER

whirling, raising his old style phaser.
ANGLE ON KIRK

aiming, firing {stunning blast).

ANGLE ON CRATER

His legs knocked out from under him. He lies half-consc

5
Spock and Kirk run INTO SCENE, 3pock kicking the old st
phaser from Crater's reach.



43.
CLOSER - FEATURING CRATER

A sick look, helpless. KXirk and 3pock move in: Spock scooping
up the old style phaser UCrater is still half-situnned.

KIRK'S VOICE
Your wife, Professor. Wnere is
she?

CRATER

(balf-conscious)
She... was the last of her kind...

Kirk and Spock exchange puzzled looks.

KIRK
Hancy?

Nancy...? Poor, dear Hancy.
I loved her sc...

p=

Kirk kneels, 1ifts Crater pertially to sitting position.

KIRK
Explain to us, Professor.

CRATER
. Tne last of its kind...

Kirk looks at him, beffled,
3

CRATER
(continuing)
Earth history. You Know...
about the passenger pigeon...
the buffalo..,.
{groans)
I feel strange...

KIRK
Just stunned. It'll take =2
moment. .

SPOCK

[p]

‘ (to Crater) N
Eartn's buffsalo. Wnat about it?

CRATER
Millions of them... prairies
black with them. One single
herd thet covered thres S+ates.
When they nmoved... like thunder.
Can you see 117



1 SPOCK
(walte; tien)
And they're zone. g that wnat

you mean?

CRATER
{nods }
Like the creatures here, Thelr
temples... lovely... There were
millions once... And now only
one left. Nancy understood.

SPOCK
(to Kirk)
Always in the past tense.
KIRK
{to Crater)
Wnere 1is Nancy?Y Where is she
now?

CRATER
Dead. Buried up on the hill.
t killed her.

KIRK
(guickly; insistent)
When?

CRATER
{confused)
A year... Was 1t two?

ANGLE EMPHASIZING KIRK

as he and Spock react. We can see voth minds working
furiously, trying to put the fzels together., Crater,
recovering faster now, is able Lo move himself to & sitting
position. Kirk and Spockx stand, eye each other.

5 POCK
Captain...

But Kirk already has nhis communicator out, snapping it open.

KIRK
(into communicator)
Eirk to Enterprise, come in.

CRATER
The creature Is uvrying to survive.
It has that right, hasn't 1t?

SULU'S VOICE
(filtered)
Bridge to captain., Sulu here.



Crater has

made hi

FIRK
Tt!'s definite, Mister Sulu.
The intruder csn take any form.
A crewman, you, myself, anyone.
Do you understand?

SULUS VOICE
(filtered)
Affirmative, Captain,

KIRK
Go to GR. Four, Mister Sulu.

SULU'S VOICE
(filtered)
General Quarters Four, Captain.

way

akily to his feet,

45,

fully conscious

5 sh
now but weak. He supports himself on a pile of rock.

KIRK
(into communicator)
Kirk to Transporter section.
Three to beam up.

CRATER
They needed calt to stay alive
and theres was no more salt,
It's the last one... like the
buffalo, Captain. There's no
difference.
XIRK

| (grim) o
There'ls one. Your creacurs 18
killing my people.

END OF ACT THREE

FADE OUT.



FADE IN:

EXT. SPACE.

The U. S. 3. Enterprise in orbif zround the planet.
INT, CORRIDCR

empty except for First Crewman and his partner in foreground,
botn armed with phaser pistols. In far b.z., another pair
of crewmen, similarly armed.

SULU'S VOICE
Deck seyen, Section three. Report.

FIRST CREWMAN
Securlty three A nere- thres B
in sight.

INT. BRIEFING ROOM

At the briefing table are Kirk, Spock, McCoy, Jenice, Uhura,
Crater and a crewman guard - phaser pistol armed and standing
behind Crater.
UHURA

Negative, Captaln. I've checked

every Tare ahocard the vessel, It

wasn't a crewmen I saw.
ANGLE EMPHASTZING KIRK

KIRK
Yeonan Rand?

JANICE'S YOICE
Yes, Captain.

CLOSE ANGLE O XIRK
KIRK
How long was this ‘Green' with

you, Yeoman?

CLOSE ~ JANICE

Ls long as he... it,.. though?®
it could get to tue tray, sir.

ANGLE ON MC COY (NAKCY)

watching the others, carefully.
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JANION S
The salt on 1t, 1 supno
tried Lo reach for the
I slapped nls hand back,

—

TOT

[0

-

b

C
D =

e,
ray once.
I tnaink.

BT

a
il

McCoy has brought his elbows up to tabletop, is caressing
his own hands in a strange fashion. Then he becomes aware
someone 13 looking at him, looks in that direction.

ANGLE ON CRATER

cerefully trying to suppress any show of reaction on his
face as he eyes:

SHOT - NANCY

in MeCoy's position, hands still folded and caressing in
thht strange manner. During which we've heard:

KIRK'S VOICE
Thank you, Yeoman.

EMPHASTZING KIRK
as he nods to Spocik.
SPOCK
Supplies of sal®t have been set
out on all decks and levels,

Captain. 3o far, no one or
nothilng has approached them.

Kirk turns to o.s5. McCoy.

KIRK
Doctor?

WIDER ANGLE - INCLUDING McCOY

still caressing nis hands... suddenly becomes aware of 1it,
drops them as he turns to fece the Captain.
McCOY
Captalin?
KIRK

(a bit irritated)
P

Mediczal Departmsn® report, Doctor.

Mc COY
we could offer it salt from the
svores., Without tricks. There's
no reason for it o attack us.
SPOCK
Your attituds is laudable,
Doctor MeCoy. But your reasoning

is pathetic.



"McCoy" 1s aware he's on the edge

Spock SNAPS

STy AM TR
\T:r\.,' T

. - U, R - .
e cregture ig not dangerous

MoeCoy
It's simply trying to survive,
using 1its natural ability to take
other forms.

CRATER
Like a chameleon uses his
protective coloring. Undoubtedly
a natural ability retained from
its primitive state.

McC0Y

{pressing)
Just as we yetain our incisor
weeth... they were once fangs...
Certain of our muscles were for
chase... It's using its ability
just as we'ld use our *tseth and
muscles if necessary to siay alive.
And like us it's an intelligent
creature... 1t can't just be
hunted down..

(trails)

McoCoY
(continuing;
to Kirk)
My report, such as it is.

SPOCK
Interesting nypothesic, Doctor.

A O-"F
L W -
The facts are avallable to you
alsc, Mister Spock. You've seen
the evidence o thelr
cilvilization... one can draw
certain conclusions.

SUITTS VOICE
(filtered)
Bridge to Briefirg Room,

g control:

gZriefing roon.

of talking too much,



CLOSE - BRIEFING ROOCM SCREEN -~ (MLITEH

SULU'S VOICE
(filtered)
All the halls sealed off. All
weapons accounted for, and locked
away. The search party reports

everyone present and zccounted
for on every level,

KIRK'S VOICE
Thank you, Lieutenant. Continue
search.

EACK TO SCERE

Spock SNAPS off the control. Kirk turns toward Crater.

Crater eyes

KIRK
Professor?

Kirk, says nothing.

KIRK
{continuing)
I'd like to be lenient with you,
Professor. I'm sure losing your
wife was a terrible hlow...

CRATER
(snaps)
I've committed no crime.

KIRL
You failed +o warnh as of the
danger when we bYeamed down...

CRATER
(interrupting)
I demanded, evsn begged, that you
get off my planet.

KIRK
But now your creatursls aboard
my vessel, Professor,

CRATRR
I didn't put it nere.

KIRK
it's here now, you can
sgist ug in ldentifying it.

49.



ANGLE ON CRATER
looking again toward o.s. Nancy (MzCoy) as-

KIRK'S VOICE
(continuing)
I'1ll forego charges up *to this
point, Crater. But it's on ny
vegsgsel now...

ANGLE ON NANCY (McCOY)
The characteristic hand-wringing movenent.

KIRK'S VOICE
(con+1nu1ng)
... and I'1l1l have it, Crater, or
I'1l have your skin. One or
both,

ANGIE - KIRK AND SPOCK
Kirk waiting for Crater's reply.

CRATER!'S VOICE
(starting slow)
I loved... Nancy vzry ruch. There
were few woven like my Nancy. She
lives in my dreams, Captain. She
walks and sings in ny dreams...

KIRK

And 11 becomes Nancy for you.
CRATER

But... not as a trick, It doesn't

trick me,

renembering)
Wren 1t killed Nency, I came close
o ﬁeutroyepg 1t. But it wes the
lagt of itz kind.

KIRK
(interrupting)
You bleed too much, Crater, You're
o0 pure and nobla., Are you
sav:nn the last of 1tz kind... or
is 1t Crater's vate 'heaven'!
- 1)

pri
nere on this planet
CRATLR
Captain,..
KIRKE

(hard)
It cen be wife, lover, best friend,
i1dol, glave, wise wuan, Fool.

(107



It

lan't a

call -- and you win 211

arguments.

CRATER
You don't understand...

KIRK

the

Have you learned to see the

creature?

CRATE
ates)

KIRK

Are you golng to help usg
i 42

|

I'm sorry... I can

ANGLE SPANNING KIRK AND McCOY

McCoy looking up.

They move

Crater i=s

stands...

to exit., Az

Serum,
it, but

(shru
Welll hgve the tru
He'll tell us 5
Know.

(]
I'11 accompany vou,

0Ff course.

the doorway,

CRATER
Tt's been Nancy o often
it's almost become mer.

Noney

loves me just as

nt'd)

having

everyone
in the universe at your beck and

we see he I8 armed with p

In any form you wish?

gone, followed by McCoy end Spock.

m

irk:

51.
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ANGLE OW ALARM LIGIT
BLINKING RED, ALARM SIGNALS SOUNDIFG
INT. SICKBAY

Kirk and Janlce enterinz on the run. A Lab Technician,
bending over Spock who lies in a dazed condition, a wound
on his head... two guards in b.g.

SPOCK

It wasn't McCoy... it was the
creature... he grabbed me...
Crater vook my phaser...

{getting up

shakily)
I wondered about Mcloy... & doubt
had crossed my mind...

We hear a sharp intake of Janice's breath, and:

Captain!
Sne 1s looking into the ward.
ANGLE AT WARD

Kirk passing Janice, hurrying into the room, CAMERA PANNING
HIM TO REVEAL CRATER, on the floor., Kirk kneels quicxkly
beside him, Spock enteys, shakily., Kirk locks up.

KIRK
Dead.
(stands; *to Spock,
puzzled)
But it had you, too.
SPOCK
Fortunately, my ancestors spawned
in guite another ocean than yours,
Captain. My blood salts are quite
different.
INT, McCOY'S QUARTERS

McCoy standing inside the closed doorway, looking across the
room. He registers fear, concein.

CH THE BED
McCoy aslieep.
BACK TO DOORWAY

The McCoy there eyeing the o0.8. form on the bed, then crosses
gqulckly toward 1t OUT OF FRAME.



ON THE BED

McCoy still sleeping. A forx passes CAMERA, goes to the bed.
Tt's Nancy... she seats herself there, shakes the sleeping
doctor...
NANCY
(pleading)
Leonara. .. it‘s me. Kancy.
Wake up. lease wake up.
(despair)

Help nme,

She is really frightened. It is not a pose. She may be an
alien creature but she is in fterror of her life and the
human form she wears conveys this terror very well. We must
feel pity for her. She is a woman in trouble. Bad frouble.
She shakes him awake. He groggily blinks his eyes. He
recognizes Nancy -- sits up guickly.

McCOY
(concern)
Harncy. How long have I been
slesping?

She looks at him pleadingly.

ANCY
Help me, Leonard.

What's wrong

NANCY
Please help me. They want to
21ll me! Don't let them kxill

me !

‘1\,00{
Who??%? Easy, nobody's going to
hurt vou.

The door opens. Kirk eases in. He has a phaser in his hand.

ERFAFAY

The deoor closes behind him.

FIRK
(evenly)
Step away from her, Bones.

Mo COY
What's zoing on here, Jim?

pl
Kirk moves further intce the room.

KIRK
It isn't Nency, Rones.



MelO0Y
Are you insane?

KIRK
It killed four crewmen. And now
Crater.

JTo?!

KIRK
(indicates Nancy)
The c¢reature., Just as she killed
Green, remember? She needs salt
to live.

m In it is tnhe ualt

He takes his hand out from Lehind him.
hakes several grains

.."
shaker. He eyes her levelly =zs he sh
onto his palm and licks them off.
CLOSE SHOT - MNANCY
Her nostrils twitch, sniffing the life~ziving salt.

BACK TO SCENE

KIRK
3 1t needs more,

}J-

My guess

He shakes more salt onto his palm and moves closer. Nancy
pulls slowly free of McCoy's arms. He looks at her curiously.

McCOY
This ig crazy talk, Jim. You're
frightening ner.

alt on it. DNancy tries o nhold
takeg & hesitant step away
him dimploringly.

He extends the hard with sa
herself under control. BShe
from McCoy. Halis, looks

DARCY
Leonard. Send nim away! If
you love me make hinm go!l

Kirk moves closer. Now only abo
She cannot take her eyes from ©
McCoy 1s locking at her, bewildes
hand.

21t. She i3 unawesre that
red,  MNow Hirk extends his

As though hypnotized, she “akes a faltering ster forward.



NAYCY
(continuing. =
lost cry)
Leonard!

And then, unable %o resist her own Tierce hunger she leans
forward and licks the s2lt from Kirk's hand. He steps
quickly back holding the s5zalt shaker away from her.

KIRK
Change, Nancy. If you want 1%,
change. Show yourself!

However, he has gone too far. Temnpted her too much. She
makes a strange, snake-like, hypnotic gesture. Kirk, in the
act of bringing up tiae guu, freezes, He stands like =
blank~eyed shatue as she steps forward and places her nands
on hils shoulders.

CLOSE SHOT - McCOY
Looks puzzledly at the tableau. He reacts to:
ANGLE AT DOOR -~ SPOCK

The door slides open to reveal SpocX standing on the
threshold. He takes one g;ance at what is happening in

the room. Without hesitatlion he dives forward and wrest

the gun from Kirk's nerveless hand, He swings the gun ap
to cover Nancy -- the cresture. From his actions we can see
that Spock is immune to fthe heast's powers. Being an
unemotlional creatu nimseli the bveast cannotv take advantage
of his emotional weaknesseS,

TIGHT SHEOT - McCOY

Reacting to Spock's strange reacticn, ALl he can see is
Kimk suddenly freezing and Spock apparently trying to kill
Nancy whom he has known many yezrs and whom he cares for
very much. He moves.

TWO SHOT - SPOCK -~ McoCCY

and twists

as McCoy launches himgelf af Spock, grabs his wrist
backward.

the gun from his hand. de sends Spock reeling

is
4ac

Mo COY
.

T"’h&'r are you dolng? vhails
wrong with you, Spock?

SPOCK
Move! TIiu's killing “he Captain!

Nancey killing...
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HIS POV - NANCY, KIRK

Nancy stands close to Kirk with zer nands on his ghoulders.
Kirk makes nec outcery. A4side from the dazed expresgion he
seems without pain or discomfort. Snock throws himself
pasf McCoy and betwesen Kirk and Nency. He pries her hands
loose from his shoulders and shoves her backward a step.
llow Spock is hetween Kirk and the girl. Spock's voice is
harsh.

SPOCK
Quickly doctor... Shoot!

McCOY
No... you'll have to prove...

The girl puts out her hands and nmcves fToward Spock.

2POCK
Hurry!

The girl reaches out for 3Spock. Incredibly, he draws back
his arm and belts her as hard as he can with the full weight
of his body. Aside from rocking her slightly off balance
the terrible blow hes no effect.

M~ C0Y
top 1t!  Spock!

{n

Spock hits her again. o anparan®t result. She smiles and
reaches for lidm.

CLOSE ON McCQY

mouth open. e ig too bewildered by what is going on to
do anything but gape.

ANGLE ON SPOCK

as he hits the glrl again. His face is contorted with
exertion..., and again... and again... and again...!
SPOCK
If this was Hancy could she
take this?
& 1like back-hand

He belts her agalin. These zre -
blows and they lcook powerful encug ive a normal person
across the room. Hancy shrugs thiem oif... is driven bkack
but only slightly... suddenly moves in at Spock, sends nim
reeling with Terrible force.

so0lid whip
g r

Could che 4o this
Nancy, 1s 1t <
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ANGLE ON McCOY

And now he begins o believe. IHis expression of bewilderment
begins to vanish. And now he sauints his eyes. What is
happening?
MeCOY
Nol
HIS POV

as the form of Nancy undergoes a change. The IMAGE ripples
and she becomes the creature. She SHIMMERS and hecomes

the creature, She turns o Kirk, suction-cup tentacles quest
Tor his face. They touch him. He screams in agony.

KIRX
aaazaaaghhhh!

ANGLE ON McCOY

He levels the gun. With a look of sick despair he fires.
Fire crackles in ap elesctris are from “he gun,

ANGLE - CREATURY - KIRK - NANCY - SPOCK

2. He is dazed

Kirk staggers as he
by the lance of

o 3p i
and groggy. She Straightens, impaled
electric energy:
and becomes: Nancy. Her eyes are pain-filled. ..

NANCY
(imploringly)
Leonard., DNo. Leonard! Please...!
ANGLE FEATURING McCOY - NANCY

He falters. Stares. She takes & tottering step toward hinm
holding out her hands toward him.

Another step.

And now he brings up the Zun -- nis eyes dead in a gray face.

He Tires. The lance of ener;7 hits her. BShe falle,

Q
g
@)
3}
e
¢4

HOT - HANCY

Lying on the deck. 4And as we wetcoh she becomes the dead
CREATURE,

CLOSE SHOT - McCoy

lets the gun RATTLE to the Tloor.
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CLOSE SHOT - KIRK
Getting painfully to his faei,
CLOSE BHOT - SPOCK
ANGLE

As they stand looking down at the dead creature. Kirk
puts his hand on McCoy's shoulder.

DISSQOLVE TO:

INT, BRIDGE

All officers are at ftheilr consoles., The walls and screens
in

pulse with light. The ship HUMS. Captain Kirk sits in his

position benind the Navigator and Sulu at their double conzole,
Mr. Spock sfands at his stetion behind and to the rignt of
Kirk., Communicegtions Officer Uhura cranks up the galin with

a play of fingers on her console. All nands look forward at
the main viewing screen.

INSERT ~ MAIN VIEWING SCREEN

On it, Planet M-113 slowly rotactes on 1ts axis.

ANGLE FEATURING KIR¥ - McCOY IN B.G.

SULY
Ready to leave orbit, Capiain.

Kirk seems lost in thought. He doesn't hear.

SPOCK

Kirk hears, gives him a glance.

SPOCK
{continuing:
nesitates)
Tes something wreng, sir?
CLOSE ON KIRX
A pensive expression.
AIRK

NI T
(siroly)

I was thinking about the buflalo,

£



e
o1 Lj'

Warp one, sir. Leaving orblt.

EXT., SPLCE - WIGHT

The eternal night of deep space shot with the lights of a
million stars as the Enterprise bresis out of orbit and

angles off.

And we:

DO A SLOW FADE TO BLACK.

END OF ACT T'QUR






