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"Callisto"
CHRONQIOGY
DAY 1 SCENE ¢ 1
DAY 2 SCENES § 2 - 7
DAY 3 SCENES ¢ 8 - IT
NIGHT 3 SCENE #12

DAY 4 SCENES #13 - 34
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ZEMA: WARRIOR PRINCESS

"Callisto"
TEASER
FADE IM:
XT. VILLAGE #1 - DAY

This village is bkeling systematically destroyed by a band of
looters., We see!

A WOMAN
defenseless and afraid, being run through with a sword neld
by & RUTHLEES WARRIOR.

A GROUP OF PEASANTS

take shelter in a hut.
A WARRIOR
runs up and sets the thatch roof ablaze. We hear screanms

frem inside. When the peasants run out, the warrior cuts
them down. '

A SMALL BOY

runs for his 1ife as A HERD OF WARRIORS chase him. The boy
slips and falls. He looks up to see:

BOY'S POV -~ WARRIORS

They tranmple over us. This is the last thing this little
poy will see of this world.

ON TWO VILLAGERS

One is tall and is wielding a sword. The cther is stocky,
well~nuscled and has a staff. They battle heroically
against three of the warriors and successfully drive them
away, The Tall Villager spots:

A WOMAN -

being roughly handled by a warrior. The Tall Villager runs
up and attacks the warrior. He's joined by the Stocky
Villager. Together they succeed in dispatching the warrior.
The woman runs away. The Tall Villager turns to see:
ANOTHER WOMAN

standing in front of him. She’s beautiful, buff and stands
with her right hand benind her back. Her name 1is Callisto.

(CONTINUED)
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TALL VILLAGER
Run, woman. They‘re trying to kKill us
all,

CALLISTO
Trying? I think we’re succeeding.

She brings her right arm forward. She’s grasping a large
broadsword. She attacks the Two Villagers with a fury. She
splits the staff of the Stocky Villager in twoe and then
slashes his chest open with a stroke of her sword. She
effortlessly sidesteps a blow from the Tall Villager and
then launches a counterattack on him. He backs up,
desperately defending himself as he goes hut he’s no match
for thilis demon. She knocks his sword from his hand and runs
her sword through hig midriff.

ON AN OLD MAN
He stumbles and flees frdm a warrioc¥, THECDORUS. This guy
wOrks at being cruel and heartless and he’s gcod at it. The

old man collapses in exhaustion. Thecdorus stands over him
and 1s about to bring a spear down into the cld man’s heart.

CALLISTO (0.C.)
Hold it! Let him live.

Thecdorus stays his spear and looks toward:
CALLISTO
who approaches the old man lying cringing in the dirt.
CALLISTO
Tell the world what we did here. Let
them know what devastation awaits

anyone who defies me.

CLD MAN
wWho are you?

CALLISTO
I'm Xena., Warrior Princess.

CuUT TO:

INT. TAVERN - DAY

Xena sits at a table, drinking from a flagon of wine. The
sound of the tavern door opening draws her attention %Lo:

MELAS

Pink

(CONTINUED)
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s 30 with sensitive good looks. At the noment he 1o0Ks
rwhelmed with pain and grief, his eyes are darkK and
unted, his body bent with fatigue and stress. He walks to
rable and flops down cn a chair.

MELAS
(to the innkeaper)
Wine, please?

The innkeeper is busy waiting on GABRIELLE who stands at a
counter ordering food.

MELAS
{hls voice weary, almost
desperate)
Innkeeper, please, wine.

The innkeener still doesn’t respond but before Melas can ask
again, a flagon of wine is placed Iin front of him. He turns
to lock at _—

XENA
who has reached cver and placed her wine in front of him.

XENA
You lock like you could use that more
than me.

He takes a long sip of the wine. He has a strong thirst,
not just for the wine but also for the relief from the pain
it might bring.

XENA
(seeing his pain)
Is there anything I can do?

MELAS
No. But thank you for your kindness.
{(extending his hand)
My name ils Melas.

XENA
(taking his hand)
I'm Xena.

MELAS
Xena? The Warrior Princess?

XENA
Some people call me that.

(CONTINUED)
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Suddenly, Melas pulls a dagger and tries to drive the blade
into Xena‘s chest. Xena catches his wrist, rolls backwards
and flips Melas over her head with her feet. Melas
scramples to his feet and faces off against Xena.
Gabrielle watches with concern. Melas charges Xena who
“nocks the dagger out of his hand, then flips him to the
ground and places her foot on his chest.
CH MELAS
as he stares up at Xena.
MELAS ,

Go ahead, Murder me. Just like you

murdered ny sen.
ON XENA

She’s stunned by thls accusaticn.

FADE OUT.

END OF TEASER

2/1/96 - Pink
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ACT ONE

- DAY (CONTINUOUS) 3

Yena picks Melas off the flcor and plops him on a chair.
Melas tries to spring at her again but she slams him back on
the chair and puts her hand on the butt of her sword to get
the point across.

XENA
What are you saying?

MELAS
I fourd a man from my village lying *
half dead on the road. He said you *
and your army had murdered everyone but

nim.
(with great emotion)
Even my two-year-cld scon. -

XENA
That’s a lie,
MELAS
Then why does every traveller between *
here and Corinth have a story about an
army led by Xena? They say she’s *
slaughtering the people and laying *
waste to the land.
XENA
What village do you come from? *
MELAS
Kineta.
XENA

I know it. It’s east of Corinth.

MELAS
Not anymore.

Xena stares into Melas’ hate-filled eyes. She’s very
disturbed by what she sees there.

XENA
(to Gabrielle)
Let’s go. We got to find out what’'s
happening.

she starts $o0 exit,

(CONTINUED)
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MELAS
I711 avenge my scn’s life. I won't
rest until you‘re dead.
Xena looks pack at Melas. Once again his tortured face
pothers her.
XENA
You’re after the wrong perscn. But do

what ycu think you have to do.

She exits, followed by Gabrielle.

EXT. COUNTRY RQAD #1 - DAY
Xena and Gabrielle travel.
XENA
We’ll head towards Corinth. See if we
can make sense of anything he said.
ON THE RQCAD AHEAD

A group of peasants move along. They’re refugees, pulling

- Pink

behind them carts containing thelr worldly possessions. One

of the peasants, a TALL MAN, approaches Xena and Gabrielle
He looks parched. Xena leans over and hands him her
canteen. He takes a big swallow. Gabrielle takes her
canteen to share with the others. She’s out of earshot of
this conversation.

TALL MAN
Is there any water ahead?

XENA
Yeah., There’s a fresh lake in the next
valley.

TALL MAN
Goeod. We’ve been travelling for days
with very little to drink. She’s
poisconed mest of the wells, you Know.

XENA
Who has?

TALL MAN -
Haven’t you heard? Xena, the Warrior
Princess is back. She’s worse now than

she ever was.

He takes another swig of water.

(CONTINUED)
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GABRIELLE
(calling out)
These people are in a bad way, Xena. *
Man spits out the water when he hears that name *
s the water may be polscned).

{CONTINUED)
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TALL MaN
(glancing at the carts
penind him) ,
Xena, this stuff 1s just worthless
junk., If you’d like it though, please
pe our guest. Takxe anything you want.
Just spare our lives.

X{ena is very troubled by all this.

XENA
I don't want your things.

She walks through the villagers. Word spreads through their
ranks that Xena is there among them. Xena examines the:

of the villagers as she passes.
ON XENA

She clears the villagers and walks on, deep in thought,
trailing Argo behind. . Gabrielle catches up to her. She
notices Xena’s troubled look.

"GABRIELLE
Are you airight?

XENA
Did you see the hatred and fear on
their faces? I used te want to see
that look in people’s eyes. It meant I
was doing my job right.

She appears disgusted with herself.

ON JOXER

as he hurries to catch up with Xena and Gabrielle. JOXER is
short and looks a little like a weasel, no offense meant to

weasels. He wears a sheathed broadsword and has a crossbow
strapped to his back. He catches up to Xena.

JOXER
Xena.

XENA
Yeah?

JOXER

Joxer the Mighty at your service.

{CONTINUED)}
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JOXER
Don‘t judge me because I was travelling
with those sheep. I can be very
valuable to a woman like you. I’'m a
warrior of some repute.

GABRIELLE
I never heard of vou.

JOXER

I'm not talking to you,.little girl.

{to Xena)
I’'m fearless and I have a lust for
bicod. As a matter of fact, if a
couple of days go by and I haven’t shed
scme blood I get depressed. Blood and
me go together like a horse and
chariot. I once bathed in a tub of
bloed. My nickname is Bloody --

XENA
{grabbing him by the shirt
and lifting him off his
feet)
If you’re so fond of the sight of
blcod, keep talking.

She shoves him away and he runs to a safe distance.
JOXER
I'm disappeointed in you, Xena. I
thought you’d recognize talent when you
saw 1t.

Xena throws him a look and he dashes away and out of sight.

cuT TO:
EXT. DESERTED VILLAGE - DAY 5
Xena and Gabrielle are entering this village. *
AMIDST THE BUILDINGS *

warriors crouch in ambush, waiting for Xena’s approach.
This is a desperate-looking bunch of scoundrels.

ON XENA AND GABRIELLE

(CONTINUED)
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They step out into Xena‘s path. A LARGE WARRIOR steps out
from the rest. He‘s an amiable, glant of a man. His name
1s AKTEON. He covers a cruel heart with his joviality.

AKTEON
Hello, Xena.

DIFFERENT ANGLE

as all the warriors, including the ones amidst the .
cuildings, stand up and cheer, waving thelr spears in
celebration ¢f her arrival.

XENA
Hello, Akteon. —

AKTEON
As soon as I got your message I did as
you suggested. There’s nothing left
standing in the Mani.

XENA
(playing along)
Good. You’ll make a very useful ally.

AKTEON
Why me, Xena? We were never close,

XENA
You aren’t still angry about that thing
in Macedcnia? That was years ago.

AKTEON
You lied to me. There was no gold in
Askos. No food, even. My army almost
died of starvation.

XENA

(with a shrug)
Hey, I had to make sure you were out of
the way so I could loot Salonika by
myself.

(beat)
You know what they say about love and
war, Akteon. But I’m going to make it
up to you now. I have a plan,

(CONTINUED)



(81}

(R B IR T

=

S R B

SR T T T

e o T

ERVEPE R

£
TQ

il

£76520 10
Z
AKTEON
I know. Your messenger sald cur armles

sheouid rendezvous outside Thebes. The
plundering should pe rich around
there.

XENA
There’s been a change of plans,
There’s a bilg shipment of gems coning
into Piraeus.

2/1/96 - Pink

{CONTINUED)
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AXTEON
Piraeus? Athens’ entire army and fleet
are there.
XENA o
You haven’t heard about the expedition?
AKTEON
No.
XENA

Most of Athens’ army ils headed toward
Anatolia on board the fleet. I figure
if you close from the west and I

from the east, we’ll crush the
garriscon in Piraeus in hours.

AKTEON
Brilliant.
(suspicious)
How do I know you’ll really be there?

XENA

Wait for me north of Athens. If I
don’t show up, then don’t go ahead.

{(off his look)
You can trust me, Akteon. I trust
you. Look, I’ve come to see you
without my army.

(the closer)
This 1s a rich haul, but if you’‘re not
interested I could go to Draco.

AKTEON:
No. You got a deal.

CUT TGO:

* %
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OMITTED 6
EXT. COUNTRY ROAD #2 - DAY 7

Xxena and Gabrielle leave the village behind.

GABRIELLE .
I take it the Athenian army 1isn’t
really on an expedition.

XENA
No. They usually camp where I told him
to walt for me. They’ll chop his army
into little pieces. The most important
thing is I kept him from joining forces
with "Xena." And now I know she’s
headed toward Thebes.

Suddenly, Xena jerks her head back tb'ﬁeatly avolid being
decapitated by:

<A BATTLE AXE

wielded by Melas. He’s on a suicide mission to kill Xena.
He powers ahead, swinging the axe with wild abandon. He
drives Xena back a few feet before she lays a drop kick to
his knee cap, which sends him to the ground. She grabs the
battle axe and tosses 1t aside.

XENA
Youfre a slow learner.

She picks him up and proceeds to tie him to a tree.
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MELAS
(tortured with hate)
I don’t care how long it takes, I711
see you dead cne day.

sne finisnes tying him up and walks away. A sympathetic
Gaworielle approaches Melas.

GABRIELLE
You know 1f she was the monster you
think she is, she’d have killed you by

NOW .
MELAS
She likes seeing me helpless in my
rage.
(to Xena)

I will continue to hunt you, even if
1t costs me my life.

(CONTINUED)
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GABRIELLE
This hate is twisting you inte another
kind of monster,
MELAS
Wwell, maype 1 have to become one Lo
dastroy one.
Gabrielle studies his pain-wracked face for a moment. She
tucks a folded up blanket behind his head so he’ll be
comfortable against the tree.
, XENA ’
Those knots I tied you with aren’t very
strong. You should be able to work
your way out of them in a few hours.
I’'m going to stop whoever it is that’s
doing these raids. So be smart and
stay out of my way.
She walks away. Gabrielle lcoks syﬁbéthetically at Melas.
GABRIELLE
Gaodbye, Melas. 1 hope you £ind peace.
MELAS
I will once I know her evil heart has
stopped beating,
Saddened, Gabrielle hurries to catch up with Xena.
CUT TO:
EXT. COUNTRY RQAD #3 - DAY 8
Xena and Gabrielle come over a hill and freeze when they
see:
A ROAD
lined with crucified peasants. In the distance we can see
smoke Plllowing up from a village.
XENA
looks tense as she mounts Argo and gallops toward the
village.
EXT. VILLAGE #2 - DAY E

Warriors are pillaging the town. Xena rides in amongst
them, kicks one unconscious with a foot to his Jjaw, leaps
off her horse and starts kKicking butt.

(CONTINUED)
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Ccme out of a hut, dragging children with them.
ON XENA

She grabs her chakram and throws it.

CH THE CHAKRAM

We follow it as it disables each of the three warriors and
sails back toward Xena. It flies into:

A WOMAN'S HAND

We think it’s Xena‘s hand.

{7

RENT ANGLE

)

DI

11
1}

X¥ena is in the background. 1In the fereground is CALLISTO.
She just caught the chakram for gods’ sakes!

CALLISTO
If you want your chakram, come and take
it.

-

FADE OUT.

END OF ACT ONE

Pink
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ACT TWQ
FLDE IN
XT ILLAGE #2 - DAY ({CONTINUQUS)
Yena stares at Callisto for a moment, then her face cracks
into a ragilng snarl. She leaps onto Argo and charges
Calllisto.

THE FIRST PASS

¥ena and Callisto slash at each other with thelr swords as
they pass. Callisto wears a buckler on her left arm which
she uses to skillfully block Xena’s blows while she takes a
swing at her with her broadsword.

ON MELAS

He appears in the village and watches the entire
confrontation. —

THE SECOND PASS

The two warriars turn their horses arocund and charge again.
Once again Callisto blocks Xena’s blow and this time manages
to nick Xena’s arm, drawing blood. Xena eyes her slight
wound and then glares at Callisto.

CALLISTO
I'm good. Maybe as gocd as you. And
why not? You made me.

She spurs her horse for another charge.
THE THIRD PASS

Callisto doesn’t strike towards Xena’s body this time but
lands a blow on her sword hand. Xena whips her sword
around and kXnocks Callisto’s sword from her hand.
Callisto, who seems unphased by this, reins her horse
around and grins at Xena. Xena eyes her carefully.

XENA
It was you who shot me with the
polsoned dart.

CALLISTO
Yes. I made the dose just strong
enough to keep you out of action for a
while. It left me free to revive
your reputation as a wanton killer of
women and children.

XENA
I never killed women and children.

(CONTINUED)
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Calllisto charges, unarmed. Xena charges too. As she
gallops toward Xena, Callisto leans over and plcks up a
staff that lies by a fallen warrior. Carrying it under her
arm like a medieval knight would his lance, Callisto
charges Xena. She lands the tip of the lance full in
Xena‘s chest, sending Xena flying off her horse. As she
flies back, Xena grabs hold of the lance and tears it out
cf Callisto’s hands. Xena lands on her feet and uses the
lance to club Calliste cff her horse.

ON XENA

She watches as Callisto scrambles to her feet and pulls a
dagger. Xena picks up her sword. They face-off on foot.

XENA
Wwhat did you mean when you said I made
you?

CALLISTO — -

Do you remember Cirra?
Xena’s face grows dark and troubled.

Callisto lets out a bloodcurdling screech, nothing like
Xena’s yell, more like the cry of a banshee. She charges
Xena. Xena plants herself for the cnslaught.

ON CALLISTO

Just as she reaches ¥ena, she dces a somersault in the air,
flies over Xena’s head and lands on her horse. She then
gallops away.

MELAS
tries to stop her, put Callisto rides past him.
XENA

is about to give chase when the sound of combat brings her
attention to:

GABRIELLE AND THEODORUS

fighting. Gabrielle is holding her own with her staff but
Theodorus is backing her up. One vicious blow by him knocks
Gabrielle’s staff from her hand. He’s about to kill off ocur
sidekick when Xena appears behind him and deces the "pinch."
He keels over as Xena stalks around him.

XENA
I've just blocked off the flow of
blood to your brain.

{MORE)

{CONTINUED)
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XENA (cont’d)

ou’ll be dead in seconds unless
elease you. Who 1s that woman?

XENA
Den’t bother., It’s hopeless.
like the nightingale you are.

T

-

les desperately to move his limbs

Now sing

2/1/96 = Pink
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THEQDCRUS
Her name 1s Calllsto.

XENA
What did she have to do with Cirra?

THEGCDORUS
Her family died there.

Xena flinches as if hit with a slap.

XENA
What does Callisto want?

Theodorus once again struggles to get up.

XENA
You’ve got only seconds to live unless
You answer my guestions.

THEODORUS
She wants the world to see you as a
demon. Then she wants to Kill you in
combat. .

XENA
Where'’s she headed now? Answer quick.
You’re almost out of tinme.

THEQODORUS
Delphi. She plans to murder the Oracle
and blame 1t on you.

XENA
When?

THEQODORUS
At tomorrow’s Apollo sacrifice.

Xena leans down and releases the pinch on Theodorus.
XENA
Tell her this. She’s right, I made
her. So I’11 have to destroy her.

He scrambles to his feet and runs off. The sound of
footsteps turns Xena’s attention to:

MELAS

approaching.

(CONTINUED)
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XENA
{pointing a warning finger
at him)
Be careful. I'm in a bad moocd.
MELAS
I saw everything. I know now it *
wasn’t you who killed my son. I'm
sorry. I =--

(CONTINUED)
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XENA
Save your breath., I don’t want your
apclogy.

MELAS
Let me travel with you. I711 do

anything to help you kill her.

XENA
I don’t need help.

MELAS
Look, I'm gonna go after her
anyway. Why not work with me?

XENA

(thinking for a moment)
I suppose I could kKeep you from
gecting killed.

(peat) s
Alright. Just remember this. When we
catch up with her, don‘t try anything
on your cown. She’ll eat you alive,

Cff Melas’ nod, we:
CuUT TC:

INT. CALLISTO’S STRONGHCOLD - DAY

A barracks type .cf building with multi-leveled sleeping
quarters for her men. A nmultitude of ladders connect the
different levels.

ClLOSE ON CALLISTO'’S FEET

They’re balanced on a thin beam. Suddenly, a staff whips
into frame directed at her feet.

WIDER TO SHOW CALLISTO

standing on the beam. Twoc of her warriors hold staffs and
are trying to knock her off the beam. She dances gingerly
over the blows, honing her skills. Another staff lashes at
her feet. Then another. She’s a woman on a mission. She’s
determined to be the best.

ON THEODCRUS

He enters and watches Callisto fight the warriors. He walks
toward her. She spots hinm.

CALLISTO
Alright, enough for today.

{(CONTINUED)
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CALLISTO

Did she put her 'touch" on you?
THECDORUS

Right away.
CALLISTO

And vyou told her everything?

THECDORUS
Everything. Just as you wanted.

CALLISTOQ
You didn’t make it too obvious, I hope.

THECDGRUS
I was so convincing I almost died.

CALLISTO
Good. And then she let you go with a
nessage. Something heroic about

. stopping me.
‘ THEODORUS

Yes. You were right about everything.

CALLISTO
{to the air)
¥ena, I can call your every move.
I’ve made guite a study of you.

There's a mad glint in her eyes. This isn‘t the first time
she’s talked to somebody who isn’t there.

A commotion brings their attention to the entrance.
JOXER

is peing dragged in by a FAT WARRIOR. He’s thrown down at
Callisto’s feet.

FAT WARRIOR
Wwe found this scum hiding in a supply
wagon we stole from the last village.
He says he has something valuable to
offer you.

: JOXER
Warrior Queen, forgive my intrusicn.

. - (CONTINUED)

*
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CCONTINUED: 2 11
CALLISTO
{savoring the words)
Warrior Queen. I like that.

JOXER ‘
It’s so much better than Warricr
Princess.

{CONTINUED)
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_ CALLISTO
Yes, it 1s. Now what is it you have to
cffer me?

JOXER
My services,
CALLISTO
Really? What 1is it vyou do?
JOXER
I‘'m a warrior.
CALLISTO

You’re a warrior? You loogk like an
idict to me.

JOXER
I cultivate that look. It makes me
less threatening. People don’‘t fear
worthless idiots so it’s easy for me
to get the drop on them. For instance,
are you afrald of me right now?

CALLISTO
Not in the least.

JOXER
You see. It works.

Callisto chuckles.

JoXxer nods.

CALLISTO
So you want to do something to prove
yourself to me?

JOXER
Anything. Please.

CALLISTO
You know who Xena is, don‘t you?

CALLISTO
She travels with someone.

Blue
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‘ JOXER
An lrritating little blonde, I Kknow.

CALLISTO
Her name’s Gabrielle. Bring her to me
and you can joln my leglon as a
warrior.

JOXER
Consider the deed done, My Queen.
He exits.
CALLISTO '
{cff Thegdorus’ guestioning

LOOK]
wWho knows? He might actually be able
to capture the girl. But even if he
deesn’t, every distraction for Xena
will ne‘p us carry out cur plan. It's
close to completion, Thecdorus.
Tomeorrow, Xena will be seen at Deliphi
when her weapon is buried in the
Oracle’s skull.

She pulls out the chakram and hurls it.
ON THE CHAKRAM

as it ricochets off several objects and then collides
with:

A MELON
sitting on a table. The chakram sticks in the melon.

CUT TO:

EXT. CAMPSITE - NIGHT

Melas sits staring at the fire, nursing his hatred.
Gabrielle is feeding kindling to the fire. She glances up
at Melas’ exhausted face.

GABRIELLE
Melas, when was the last time you got
some sleep?

. , MELAS
The night before I buried my son.

GABRIELLE
Why don’t you lay down and close your
eyes? You might just drift off.

12

(CONTINUED)
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MELAS
You don’t get 1it, do ysu?
nt to drift off.
(MORE)

(CONTINUED)
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MELAS (cont’d)
I'm not trylng to run away from the
pain. I want to satisfy 1t., The only
way I can do that is with Callisto’s
plood. You’d feel the same way if you
lost what I did.

GABRIELLE
(sadly)
Mavybe.

She stands up and walks over to Xena who sits moving her
arm arcund, working her shoulder. Gabrielle gives her a
sympathetic lock.

GABRIELLE
Did you hurt your shoulder when she
knocked you off Argo?

XENA ——
A little.

Gabrielle starts massaging her shoulder. As she does, Xena
loocks off into the night with a troubled stare. Gabrielle

notices.
GABRIELLE
Do you want to talk about it?
XENA
What?
GABRIELLE
Cirra.

Xena sighs and nods as Gabrielle continues her massage.

XENA

It was just another town to conguor,
Nothing out of the ordinary. Somehow
a fire broke out. I don‘t know if it
was one of my men or an accident but
there was a strong wind and the flames
swept through the town like a wave of
death. The peocple were all huddled
inside their homes because they were
afraid of my army.

(pausing as the memory

ravages her soul)
You could smell burning flesh for
miles. It was the only time my army
was responsible for the death of women
and children. There was only a handful
of survivors. Obviously, Callisto was
one of them.

{CONTINUED)
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GABRIELLE

and now she‘ll do anything for revenge.

XENA
Can’t blame her.

GABRIELLE
(a little indignant)
I can. Where will it end? Look at
poor Melas. [ can tell he’s a nice

mahn.
{MORE)

(CONTINUED)



13

2/1/%6 -~ Pink

&5}

ot

€

i1t
-}
o
[\
28]
()
(3%
[

12

{
¢
¥
]
<
{7
|-
A

GABRIELLE (ceont’d)
But this hatred has put him on the way
to becoming an cobsessed killer.
If everyone continues the cycle of
blood and hate, 1t’ll go on forever.
Somecne has to say no to the lust for
revenge.

XENA
That’s a hard thing to do.

GABRIELLE
You did it. After your village was
attacked you were infected with the
blcodlust. But you cvercame it.

XENA
I was lucky. I saw what 1’4 become,
and was able to turn it around. But
1f something happened to my _mother, or
Hercules... or you... Who knows? I
might deo the same thing.

GABRIELLE
Ne. Promise me you won’t turn into a
. monster 1f scmething happens to me.
There’s only cne way to break the
cycle of hatred. Through forgiveness
and love.

XENA
{touched)
I hope this world never changes you,
Gabrielle. I like you just the way
vou are. |
(beat)
Get some sleep.

GABRIELLE
No! Not until you promise me!

Xena stares into Gabrielle’s passionate face.

XENA
I promise.

TUT TO:

EXT. DELPHI VILLAGE - DAY . 13
Xena, Gabrielle and Melas approach the temple where a crowd

has already assembled to listen to the Oracle’s prophecy.

The temple is on the outskirts of a small village.

{CONTINUED)
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GABRIELLE
The Cracle shculd be arriving soon to
give her prophecy.
XENA
Alright, let’s spread out and look for
Calllsto., Clve a yell as socon as you
see her.
They spread out and start moving through the crowd.
WE FOLLCOW GABRIELLE
as shne studles the crowd carefully. She moves down an alley

to check out an alcove that would be a good ‘hiding place.
ON JOXKER

as he follows her down the alley. He'’s holding a net.

ON GABRIELLE

She peers into the alcove carefully. As she does, Joxer
hurls the net over her and drags her out of sight inside the
darx alcove. We hold for a dramatic moment as if this is

‘the act break. Then we hear A LOUD THWACK! Joxer stumbles

out of the alcove holding his ear. Gabrielle comes out of
the alcove, taking off the net and holding her staff in a
defensive posture.

JOXER
You want a fight, huh. Fine with me.

Joxer draws his brocadsword which 1s bigger than he is and
attacks. Gabrielle slams her staff into his stomach, pops
nim- under the chin and slams his sword hand. Joxer drops
his sword.

JOXER
You’ve made me mad now, little girl.

He pulls his dagger and charges Gabrielle. Gabrielle slans
her staff against his threcat and stomps on hils toe. He
drops the dagger and staggers back.

JOXER
You’ve just made a sericus mistake.

He takes his crossbow off his back and levels it at
Gabrielle. He fires. Gabrielle ducks. The arrvow flies
harmlessly over her head. She charges and strikes the
crossbow with her staff.

(CONTINUED)
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JOXER
(eyeing his crossbow)
You broke my <Crossbow.
{with a snarl) A
That did it! Now I'm gonna tear you
apart with my bare hands.

He charges with a roar. As Gabrielle lands a vicious whack
to his forehead, we go to:
14 EXT. DELPHI STREET - DAY 14

THE ORACLE moves down the street, surrcunded by priests.
The Oracle 1s a BEAUTIFUL YOUNG WOMAN.

ON XENA

as she carefully examines the faces 1n the crowd.

ON MELAS -
He stalks through the crowd with his eyes burning for
vengeance.
. EXT. ALLEY - DAY 15

Gabrielle is pummeling Joxer with her staff. He goes down
in a heap. He struggles to get up.

GABRIELLE .
What are you doing? Stay down.

JOXER
Oh, you’d love that, wouldn‘t you? You
know I got you just where I want you.

He pulls himself up and charges, only to receive a whack on
his shin. He hobbles on one foot. Gabrielle gives him a
good konk on the head and he goes down again.

GABRIELLE
Now, please, stay down. There’s
something I’ve got to do.
She walks out of the alley.

JOXER
(flat on his back)
Go ahead, run, you coward.

. CUT TO:
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She scans the crowd.

AENA'ES POV - THE CROWD

We PAN the crowd from Xena’s POV. She passes over a
CRIPPLED CLD WOMAN and moves on. Suddenly, we PAN back to
the old woman. She’s taking the chakram out of a waist
pack.

ON XENA

She charges Callisto.

CN THEODORUS AND ANCTHER MAN

Dressed as peasants they leap into Xena’s path. Xena
knocks them aside but not pefore:

CALLISTO
throws the chakram toward the Oracle.
ON XENA

The chakram whizzes over her head toward the Qracle. It’s
past ner. How will she stop it?

FADE OUT.

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
EXT. TEMPLE - DAY (CONTINUOUS)
¥ena grabs her dagger and flings it at the chakram.
ON THE CHAKERAM
It’s heading toward the lracle’s nead. The dagger collides
with ;t and bkoth weapons fall harmlessly to the ground.
ORN THE ORACLE

The priests realize
protective <¢lrcle arouna the COracle.

“Vh

ON CALLISTO

She sees that her plan has peen rulined.
a finger at her.

SPECTATOR

It was her. She threw 1it.

it.

XENA

scoeps up her chakram and glves pursuit.

ON CALLISTO

She leaps on her horse and gallops away.

ON XENA

She leaps on her horse and gallops after Callisto.

THE CHASE

that weapons are in the air and form a

A SPECTATOR points

Callisto tears off her cold woman’s robe and makes a run for

" Now we have a good old-fashioned 2merican Western-style

horse chase.
Callisto.
angle on Callisto and closes with her.
ON XENA

She stands on Arge’s back,

Cver hill and dale Xena gives chase to
At one point she exploits a shortcut, gets an

As she closes with Callisto she

leaps up, catches Callistc’s upper torsu between her legs

and, with a vicious twist,

‘BN CALLISTO AND XENA

slams Callisto to the ground.

{CONTINUED)
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TONTIHULD
“ena stands over the fallen Callisto. Callisto tries to get
Up but the body slam took the wind out of her. Xena starts
Tying Callistofs hands behind her back.
CuT TO:
INT. DELPHI TAVERN - DAY
¥Melas paces impatiently. Gabrielle sits watching him.

GABRIELLE
Xena will get her.

MELAS
And if she does, what then?

GABRIELLE
She’ll bring her back here to stand
trial for trying to kill the Cracle.
She’ll be punished.

MELAS
With what? Imprisonment. No. That’s
.not enough. I hope Xena kKills her and
if she doesn’t, maybe there are enough
men in this town with the mettle to do
what has to be done.

GABRIELLE
I don’t 1ike the sound of that.

MELAS'
You don’t have To.
{to the crowd in the tavern)
Callisto tried to kill your Oracle.
She hag no respect for anything decent.
If Xena brings her back, I say we hack
her intco little pieces.

Several of the townspeople respond with hurrahs. Gabrielle
pulls Melas aside.

GABRIELLE
Melas, the hate you’re spreading can’t
be turned on and off.

MELAS
I want revenge and I’'ll do whatever I
must to get 1t.

GABRIELLE
Callisto couldn’t have said it better.

This brings Melas up short.

(CONTINUED)
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GABRIELLE
Can’t you see? You'‘re beccoming what
you hate.

las stares into Gabrielle’s beautiful eyes for a moment.
e gentle fire he sees there seems to scften him a bit.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTIRUED: Z
MELAS
You have a gentle soul, Gabrielle.
{seftening even more)
Sc did ny son.
He's close to tears. So is Gabrielle. Suddenly, Melas

takes a deep breath and steels himself again.

MELAS
This is no time for tears. Callisto is
a mad animal who must be destroyed.
(turning to the crowd)
who’s with me? Who wants guick justice
for the beast who tried to kill what’s
most holy to you?

Still more people join in celebrating Melas’ cry for
revenge.

Off Gabrielle’s troubled loock, we: __ .

CUT TO:

EXT. ROAD - DAY

Xena leads Argo. Callisto is sitting on Argo, firmly bound
Callisto’s horse trails behind. Callistec tries to get Argo
to run by digging her heels into his flanks. Argo doesn’t
budge. '

XENA
Argo won‘t obey you and if you don’t
stop kicking him I’1ll break your
ankles.

CALLISTO
The "good" Xena. What happened? One
day you just decided to fight for
justice?

XENA
Something like that.

CALLISTO
And all the shattered pecple you left
behind were now supposed to cheer you,
is that it?

XENA
No.
(turning tec Callisto)
What happened to your family was
terrible. It was my fault. I’m sorry.

- Pink
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CARLLISTC
(mock sweet)
Oh, that makes all the difference. We
can be pest of friends now.
(spits 1in Xena'’s face)
That’s what I think of your apoclogy.

¥ena wipes the spittle away and moves on. Gabrielle appears
on the reoad ahead and rushes to Xena.

GABRIELLE
Xena. Melas has gone crazy. He’s
organizing a lynch mob.

Xena glances back at Calllisto.

CALLISTO
I'm not afraid to die if that’s what
you’'re worried about. But what about
you? How will it feel to watch your
creation executed without a fair trial?

Gabrielle notices a troubled ;ook on Xena's face.

GABRIELLE
Xena, don’t listen to her. You can‘t
torture yocurself over what she became.

CALLISTO
No. ©Of course not. It’s not her fault
I dream every nignt about my mother’s
screams coming from my burning home.
Tell me, Xena, do you sleep well at
night?

" XENA

*

No, I don’t.

CALLISTO
Well, I can face whatever you think I
have coming to me, Xena. But tell me,
were you ever tried for what you did?
Were you ever turned over To an angry
mob who wanted revenge? I‘m just
curious.

* A A R N W

XENA
What would you do 1f I let you go?

GABRIELLE
Xena, what are you saying?

XENA
I changed. So can she.

{CONTINUED)
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natred.

GABRIELLE ‘
Her nheart 1s eaten away with
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Tneir debate is interrupted by Callisto’s vicious laugh.

CALLISTO
The sight of Xena, Warrior Princess
arguing in my behalf amuses me. Let nme
answer your guestion, Xena. If you let
me go, I’1l dedicate my life to killing
everything you love, your friends, your
family, your reputation, even your
horse. I'm beling so honest because
accepting your mercy would be worse
than death for me. You see, Xena, you
created a monster with integrity.
Scary, isn‘t 1t? Now, take me to the
meb.

CUT TO:

EXT. DELPHI VILLAGE - DAY

Xena enters, leading Callisto on Argo. Gabrielle brings up
the rear. Xena pauses as she sees:

THE MOB
forming at the end of the street. Melas is at their head.
ON XENA

She continues tec lead Arge and Callisto down the street.
Melas and the mob mcve toward her.

MELAS
You did well, Xena. We thank you for
bringing her in. Now hand her over to
us.

XENA
I'm taking her to the town jail where
she’ll walt for her trial.

She moves forward. Melas stares her down for a moment, then
loses his nerve and steps aside. Xena moves through the
crowd, staring them down as only Xena can. We stay on Melas
as Xena moves on.

MELAS
{(to the others)
We’ll get her. Don’t worry.

Pink
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INT. IRIL - DAY 51
CTallisto sits behind bars. Xena sits in front ©f the cell,

deep in thougnt The sound ¢f the clamoring mob can be

neard cutside

CALLISTO
They’'re gonna come, you know that.
What will you do? How many of them
will you Kill?

Xena gives her an angry stare.

CALLISTO
You're beginning to hate me. You've
fought it because of some silly sense
of guilt. But now I’'m becoming a
painful reminder of what you used to
be. And how you’ll never leave it
behind.

The sound of the angry mob grows.

CALLISTO
That crowd wants my blood. Why not
let them have me? It‘s the easy way
out. Nobody’d blame you.

XENA
I won’t let anything happen tc you
without a fair trial.

CALLISTO
You Know, there used to be respect
mixed up with my hatred for you. Not
any more., Your petty scruples are an
embarrassment. As a villain, you were
awesome, As a hero, you're a
sentimental fool.

The crowd nolise grows.

CALLISTO .
But watching you kill foeclish villagers
to protect me will be very satisfying.

cuT TO:

EXT. STREET = DAY 22

Gabrielle is watching the mob grow more vieolent., Suddenly,
a rope with a noose on the end flies out from an alley and
lands harmlessly on her shoulder. She gives it a tug and
Joxer comes popping ocut of the alley on the other end of the
rope. :

(CONTINUED)
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JOXER
Got ya
GABRIELLE

Are you kidding me?
(CONTINUED)
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JOXER

10U WiIsSh.

He pulls violently on the rope. Gabrielle lets go and Joxer
lands unceremoniously on the seat of his pants. He then
scrambles to his feet and faces off against her.

JOXER
You are a slippery one. That’s
alright. I like the challenge.

GABRIELLE
Why are you doing this?

JOXER
Once 1 nave you, I'm trading you for
Callistg. She’ll reward me well.

He goes intoc a chop saki stance and then attacks. Gabrielle
dodges a pretty lame kick and dances away.

GABRIELLE .
You know, you’‘re not real good at this.

. JOXER
Oh, yeah? Watch.

He does a spastic drop kick that has a lot more drop than
kick. He lands in a heap, then scrambles to his feet.

GABRIELLE
You’re being ridiculous.

JOXER
Is that all you can do, call me names?
You better have more than that in your
arsenal.

He lets out his battle cry that sounds more like a puppy
whining and charges. Gabrielle lands a vicious hit to his
nose with her staff. He staggers back and grabs his nose.

JOXER
ah! You broke my nose. I hate when
that happens,

cuT TO:

INT. TAVERN - DAY

Gabrielle leads Joxer in. He‘s holding his head back to
stop the nose bleed. She takes him over to a chair and
sits him down.

{CONTINUED)
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. GABRIELLE
Keep your head back.

cut a scarf and gives 1t to him.

GABRIELLE .
Use this. Wwhy do you keep attacking
me?

JOXER
I'm a warrior and I’m trying toc make a
name for myself.

GABRIELLE
I got some bad news for you. You’re
ngt a warrior.

JOXER

Go ahead, hit a man when he’s down.

GABRIELLE
Listen, I've knocked the stuffing out
of you both times we met.

JOXER
But you don’t understand. I come from
a long line of warlords. I’m just
carrying on the family tradition.

GABRIELLE
Sorry. You just don’‘t have that
warrior thing.

JOXER
{sadly)
You 'don‘t think so, huh?

GABRIELLE
Nah. But that’s alright. There‘s lots
of other things you can do. What
interests do you have?

JOXER
(thinks)
I like to steal.

GABRIELLE
Other than that,

JOXER
I like fishing.

2/1/96 - Pink
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GABRIELLE
There you go. You’d make a great
fispherman.

JOXER
You think so?

GABRIELLE

Yep. I got a feel for people.

JOXER
(gooey, sentimental)
Thanks.
(helding out his hand)
I'm Joxer by the way.

GABRIELLE
{(laying down her staff and
extending her hand)
Gabrielle.

2/1/96 - Pink

Suddenly, Joxer grabs her hand and tries to bend her arm

behind her and get her in a head lock.

JOXER
I got you this time.

She gives him a vicious elbow to the jaw, sending his head

bouncing off the wall. -

GABRIELLE
You’re hopeless.

She picks up ner staff and walks away as Joxer sits rubbing

his head.

EXT. JAIL - DAY

CuT TO:

Melas leads his gang to the jail and sets a torch to the

Thatceh roof.
MELAS
This will bring them out.
INT. JAIIL - DAY
Smoke 1is spreading throughout the jail.

CALLISTO
Perfect. I’m gonna die just like my

family. Kind of full circle, isn‘t it?

{ CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 24
Zerna watches the fire spread. She looks concerned. - A beam
apove them sags.
CALLISTO
Don‘t worry, I won’t scream like nmy
sister.

The burning beam falls. Xena has to act. She unlocks
Callisto’s cell and is in the process of tying Callisto’s
hands behind her back when another burning beam falls on top
of Callisto, knocking her dewn. Callisto is covered with
flaming debris. Xena guickly pulls Callisto freom danger.
Callisto returns the favor by shoving Xena under a
collapsing portion of the roof.

EXT. JAIL - DAY 25
Callisto bursts out of the burning jail, knocks over Melas,

leaps onto her horse that is tied out front and digs her

heels inteo his flanks. She gallops away.

GABRIELLE

walks out of an alley as Callisto rides toward her.

Gabrielle tries to get out of the way, but as she does

Callisto leans over, hooks Gabrielle under the arm, brings

her up on the horse and thunders out of town with her.

INT. JAIL - DAY 26

Xena manages to free herself from the collapsed roof but
she’s trapped, surrounded by flames.

FADE OUT.
END OF ACT THREE
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27 INT. JAIL - DAY 27

Xena looks at the furnace surrounding her. Things look

hopeless. She grabs a fallen beam, uses a chailr as a *
fulcrum, and stands on one end of the beam. Ancther part *
c¢f the roof collapses and lands con the other end of the *
beam. *
28 EXT. JAIL - DAY 28
Melas watches, stunned, as the jail burns. Suddenly, we
HEAR THE XEN&A YELL.
ON XEHNA
Phoenix-like, she pxplodes out of the flames, deoces a flip in
the air and lands on her feet in front of Melas. *
XENA
. Where is she?
Melas looks horrified.
) XENA
What’s the matter?
MELAS
(cracking)
She was right.
XENA
Who? What are you talking about?
MELAS
(close to tears)
Gabrielle. She said my hate would lead
tc others being hurt. *

XENA
What are you saying?

MELAS
Callisto captured Gabrielle on her way
out of town. What have I done, what
have I done? I’ve betrayed everything
I believed in.

time for sentiment. She mounts her horse and is ahout to

. He begins to cry. Xena is not unmoved but she doesn’t have
ride off but she pauses and looks at Melas.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 28
XENA ‘

People llke us need to listen to people

like Gabrielle.
Melas nods, gasping back sobs. Xena gives Argo a kKick and
gallops off. '
INT., CALLISTO’S STRCONGHOLD -~ DAY 29
ON CALLISTO

She dances effortlessly up the ladders. Using one ladder
like a stilt she walks out to:

GABRIELLE

who’s hanging from a rope suspended from the ceilling.

CALLISTO
What do you think?
GABRIELLE
I-think Xena’s gonna wipe the floor
with you.
CALLISTO
I share your respect for Xena'’s
abilities. I know what she can do.
GABRIELLE

Then you must be scared witless.

CALLISTO
Not at all. I relish the challenge.
I can take her,

GABRIELLE
In your dreamns.

CALLISTO
We’ll find out soon. It won’t take
iong for her to find us. I made sure I
left a very clear track to follow.
I‘11 have a nice surprise waiting for
her when she gets here. You know,
either way, I win.

Theodorus enters, dragging Joxer with him. Joxer wears a
bandage over his nose.

(CONTINUED)



THECDORUS
I found this worm sneaking around
again.

CALLISTO

(to Joxer)
What do you want? I told you what you
nad tc do to gain my favor. You
failed.

JOXER
I got you the girl.

CALLISTC
captured the girl.

I+

JOXER
But I softened her up for you. Just
minutes before you grabbed her I was
pummeling her senseless._

CALLISTO
What were you hitting her with, your
nose?

Theodorus and the other warriors roar with laughter. A
wicked grin crawls onto Callisto’s face.

CALLISTO
‘ {(tc her men)
Quiet.

If a pin dropped, you’'d hear it.

CALLISTO
There 1is ancother way to prove your
worth.

JOXER

Name it and I711 do it.

Callisto pulls a dagger from her waist and sticks it in the
ground in front of Joxer. She then lowers Gabrielle down
to the ground.

CALLISTO
{(with a jerk of her head
towards Gabrielle)
Do her,

JOXER
{totally confused)
Do who? .

(CONTINUED)
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CALLISTO
Her. The 1irritating blonde. Cut her
throat.

JOXER
{stammering with fear)
What doc you mean, cut her thrcat?

CALLISTO
(like she’s talking tc a
slow child)
Pilerce the skin under the chin with the
blade and then tear a hole this way.

She draws her forefinger across her throat in a slashing
fashion. A frightened Joxer throws a glance at Gabrielle
who looks a bit frightened herself.

JOXER
Don’t you think she’d be worth more
alive? You could use her to torment
Xena.

CALLISTO
. I want her dead. Do it!

Joxer takes the dagger and walks toward Gabrielle. He puts
the blade against her throat and pauses.

CALLISTO
Kill her and you're a warrior in my
army.

Joxer holds the blade guivering against her throat for a
mement and then drops 1t. He looks devastated.

CALLISTO
(lLaughs)
Just as I thought. The man’s backbone
is made of mush.
{to Theodorus)
Chain him up, too. We’ll have some
sport killing the jellyfish later on.

CUT TO:

30 EXT. COUNTRYSIDE - DAY 30

Xena, riding Argo, tracks Callisto.
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relie and Joxer sit tied together on the floor. Joxer
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GABRIELLE
(eyeing Joxer)
If anybody can save us 1t’s Xena.

JOXER
I deon't want to be saved.
GABRIELLE
wny not?
JOXER

I couldn’t kill you. My father would
nave hacked off your entire head and

eaten your brains. Now he was a man.
Callisto’s right. I‘m a jellyfish.

GABRIELLE
Joxer, from where I sit, You not being
able to kill me is a big plus. Why
couldn’t you do 1it?

JOXER
Stupid thoughts kept popping into my
head..

CGABRIELLE
Like what?

JOXER

Like you were a nice kid, you gave me
your scarf when you broke my nose, you
didn’t deserve to die =-- that kind of
sentimental stuff.

(shaking his head in

despair)
I'm a disgrace.

GABRIELLE
(with a little smile)
I don’t agree. I think you have the
makings of a hero.

JOXER
Oh, come on. You beat me up twice.
What kind of hero gets beat up by a
young girl?

GABRIELLE
I‘m not talking about that kind of
hero. ’
(MORE)

(CONTINUED)
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GARRIELLE ({cont’d)
I mean the kind that does the right
thing when doing the wrong thing is
easier.

Joxer darts a look at Gabrielle.

GABRIELLE
It took a lot of courage not to kill
me. You were listening to your good
self. It’s always easler to listen to
your bad self but you didn‘t. I think
you're a good man and you don’t even
know it.

Joxer eyes her carefully.

JOXER
You really think I‘m a good man?
GABRIELLE
Definitely.
JOXER

If we get out of this, will you put a
‘good word in for me with Xena?

GABRIELLE
Sure.

JOXER
I‘ve got a business proposition for
her, I‘d like to folleow her around and
colliect the gocld teeth off warricrs she

kills. 1I’11 split the profits with her
fifty-fifty.

Pause.
GABRIELLE
Of course, there’s still plenty of room
for growth.

cuT TO:

EXT. CALLISTO’S STRONGHOLD - DAY

Xena approaches on Argo and spots _Callisto’s horse out
front. She dismounts, draws her sword and enters:

INT. CALLISTO’S STRONGHOLD - DAY

Xena enters and spots:

(CONTINUED)
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standing in the center of the room. She holds a torch in
one hand and a sword in the other., HER MEN stand around on
the different levels, waiting for the fun to begin. Behind
Callisto is a huge vat of wood. Hanging above the vat is:

GABRIELLE

Once again she’s suspended from the rope. Above her,
attached to the rope, 1s a pan.

ON CARLLISTO

CALLISTO
Now we determine once and for all who’s
the kbest. You and I in a fight to the
death. To make it even mere
interesting...

She holds the torch to the vat. The wood explodes into
flames.

ON THEODORUS

standing on one of the higher levels. He puts a torch to
the pan and fire erupts in it, burning the rope that holds
Gabrielle above the burning vat.

CALLISTO
Any time you'’re ready.

THE LADDER FIGHT

This fight is modeled after the Hong Kong-style ladder fight
that is on the "Aslan Stunts I" tape. Callisto is only
interested in killing Xena. Xena, on the other hand, has to
worry about fighting Callisto at the same time she tries to
reach Gabrielle., Xena immediately takes to the ladders.

It becomes a fight-chase on ladders as Xena tries to free
Gabrielle and Callisto tries to kill Xena,.

Throughout this, the ladders move and break. Callisto’s nmen
push Xena’s ladder from time to time. She proceeds to knock
them out one at a time. (By the end of the fight, all of
them are kKnocked ocut.)

Xena grabs one of the men and uses him as a human bridge to
cross from one ladder to the next. Callisto immediately
does the same thing with another of her men.

Finally, Xena reaches a polnt right above Gabrielle., She’s
about to reach out to Gabrielle when Callisto, pushing her
ladder away from the wall, lands with her ladder leaning
against Xena‘s ladder.

(CONTINUED)
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e slams Xena‘s sword out of her hand. (Throughout all of
is we’re INTERCUTTING WITH Gabrielle’s rope burning.; All
ems lost as Callisto readies herself for the kill.

CALLISTO
In a way, I'm disappointed, Xena.
There was a part of me that hoped you’d
win and put out the rage in my heart.
Scmetimes it even scares me.

With a scream she lunges at Xena.
ON XENA

lets herself drop through the ladder she stands on,

a rung and swings herself up like a trapeze artist,
1ing the rungs cof Callisto’s ladder with her feet as she
Callisto’s ladder comes apart and Callisto falls
toward the fiery vat. The back of her tunic catches on a
piece of one of the ladders and she hangs suspended inches
above the vat. She tries to reach up to the ladder but each
movement causes her tunic to tear. She’s screwed.

ooy
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ON GABRIELLE
Tne rope burns through and she falls.
ON XENA

She dives and grabs Gabrielle by the ankles while her legs
are locked in the rungs of the ladder. She pulls Gabrielle
to safety.

ON CALLISTO

Her tunic is tearing. She’ll be toast 1n seconds. Xena
springs onto Callisto’s ladder just above her head.

CALLISTO
Let me go.

Xena looks inteo her pain-wracked face for a moment. The
tunic tears free and Callisto drops. Xena reaches down and
grabs her hair as she falls. 8She shoves the ladder toward
one of the levels, pulls a rope from around her waist and
hogties Callisto 1n seconds, like rodeo riders do with
calves.

CALLISTO
You saved nme.
(beat)
I hate you now more than ever.

CUT TO:
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txT. CALLISTO'S STRONGHOLD ~ DAY 34

Melas 1s there with a posse of citizens from Delphi.
They’re 1n the process of putting foot chains on Theodorus

and the other prisoners. Xena, Joxer and Gabrielle look on.
$ltting next to Xena is a bound Callisto. She seems to be
muttering to herself. Melas walks up to Gabrielle,

MELAS

Thank the gods you’re alright.

GABRIELLE
Thank Xena while you're at it.

MELAS
You were so right. I was becoming the
force that kKilled my son.
(to Xena)
if you want to put Callisto with the
octher prisconers 1’11 make sure she gets
a fair trial.

Xena nods, takes Callisto over to the others and puts leg
irons on her. Gabrielle turns to Joxer.

GABRIELLE
Good-bye, Joxer. Thanks for not
cutting my throat.

JOXER
- It was nothing really.
Xena returns to Gabrielle.
GABRIELLE

I'’m glad you saved Callisto. It was
the right thing to do.

Xena nods and they walk away. WE STAY on Calliste who
stares after them.

CALLISTO
The right thing to do.
{(a half-mad chuckle)
That’s what they think.

FADE QUT.

THE END



