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episcde 20

Cast List

Xena
Gabrielle

CcoxXer
Ares
lLivia (Eve:
Augustus (Ocravius)
Virgil derie
Meg
Village Leader
Roman Captain
Burly Soldier
Roman Guard

Roman Solidiers (non-speaking!
Rebel Fighrers (non-speaking;, *

Zheprnerds  nOn-Epeailing
Shepherds’ Families (non-spea<ing)

Tavern Crowd {(non-speaking:
Roman People (non-speaking’

Three Temple Priests (non-speaking) *
Jugglers (non-speaking)
Musicians {(non-speaking)

Dancing Girls {(non-speaking)
Eli’'s Enslaved Followers (non-speaking)
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“Livia”

production #V0921

episode 20

Set List
Interiors:

Commander’'s Tent
Mountain Ice Cavern
Tavern

Vigil’s deriets Quarters
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Gladiatorial Arena

Augustus’ Palace Prison Cell
Augustus’ Palace Steam Room
Augustus’ Palace - Banguet Room

Exteriors:

19,20,24C,26 *
21,24,24B,25% *
22
23

Batr_.efield
Snow-Covered Mountain
Mountain Village

Barn

Crowded Roman Street
Parade Route

Royal Balcony

Ancther Roman Streset
Deserted Roman Street
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FADE IN:

OMITTED i
T
EXT. BATTLEFIELD - DAY 3A

MID-BATTLE with the CLASH and CLANG of swords, punctuated by
SCREAMS and CURSES as ROMAN SOLDIERS battle RESZIL FIGHTERS.

lLeading the battle, on a spirited stallion, 15 the Roman
commander, LIVIA, a fearless, ambitious teauty who hacks and
slashes through the Rebels' forces with zes:.

age, the REBEL LIADER aims & pike at Livia's

SCREAMING nis rage,
heart and rides straight at her. Grinning, she raises her
sword and returns the charge, clearlv &t & Zisadvantage. But:

~=-in a memorable move, Livia releases her relns, lying flat
against her horse's flanks as the plkxe casses over her while
shé grips her sword with both hands. Then, sitting up as the
Rebel Leader rides past, Livia swings her sword with such two-
handed fecrce that it LOPS OFF HIS HEAD!

Sgeiaé_thei: Leader's headless corpss riding zway, the Rebel
Forees flee. Elated, the Roman Soldiers CEIZIR, SHOUTING:

"Hail, Livia =-- Defender of Rome! Hail Rome's Champion!" and
CHANTING: "livia, lLivia, Livia..."”

LIVIA

_ (grins; exhorting
After *he traitors! Let them fes_ =zhe
mizhkr 27 Bome! ¥ill cham oz 1!

Raising her sword to spur them cn, Livia watzhes as her men
charge aZter the Rebpels. Then, dismounting, she lifts the arm

- 3 : Tmamml T2 - K E - 3 P - e
Ol & Cdeal mgnlel :Agﬂtaif cleaning her -lade oo nis sleeve as:

b=

ARES {(C.3.)
Congratulations,

Smiling as ARES MATERTALTZES nearby, Livia shrugs.

LIVIA
I've had tougher games cI

(41
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(CONTINUES
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ARES
about the

hattle. I

I wasn't talking
was -zalking about being named the
Emperor's official successor.

gager’y)
s announced it?
{(CCHNTINUELD)
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I3 ZCWTIHUED: (2) iR
ARES
. Not vet. But it's said he's planning
¢ make it public the day of your
march intoc Rome.
LIVIA
(smiles)
Then our plan's right on target.
ERES
Socon you'll be the most powerful woman
The Empire’s ever kKnown.
LIVIA
Then no one can Stop us exterminating
the followers of Eli., As traltors o
zome. ..
(mcving inte nis arms)
...and the gods she honors.
Zolding her zbsently, Ares nods, almost sad.
ARES
True. Nobody champicons those
ceaceniks anymcre. I1f Xena had
iived...her daughter... They'd have
given us some sSport.
Zyes flashing, Livia turns his face to hers.
LIVIA
I'11 give you Rome...
{(drawing his mouth to hers)
..and enough sport tc make you forget
~ners ever wzg =z Xenz
“aer klss consumes him as we...
DISSOLVE TZ:
¢ EZXT. SNOW-COVERED MCUNTAIN - DAY 4
To RE-ESTABLISH this location from last week’'s episode.
DISSCLVE THOUGH TO:
> INT. MOUNTAIN ICE CAVERN - DAY 5

Lowohe SHETT COF ZUNLIGET :filumirazTes...¥EIWA, lvinz wmctionlsss
TULL BACK 7z reveal she's encased in A CRSKEZT Zr IZE Nearby,
ZABRIELLE l:ies, similarly entomped.

(CONTINUED)
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A fairnz, but =teady, SCRAPING scund 1s heard as
arcund Xena, tracing the sound to...XENA'S HAND
her CHAKRAM, using ifs sharp edge to shave away
ner nand and chakram zre free. Then, flexing h

~-¥ena throws her chakram, banking it off a wal
STALACZTITE wrnere 1t SAWS through it, dropping 2

Gulring air, Xena sits up, disoriented.
{ENA
where--? What's geing on?
Soctting GABRIELLE entombed in ice peside her, X
anx1cuis Lo Iree her, stucies the ice. Then, gra
Sng Tuils her sword, pUTS 1ts polnt on the ice w
cutter's precision, and SLAMS the rock on her sw

two equal halves whizh fa
Reviving, she sits up, da

GABRIELLE

s
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I
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XENA

“ —— o L i i
on. BUL more 1mporLant,
Pl

- N e -
Zve...! Cctavius wa upposed Lo
cring her to us...
TIIWLLNZT, MEna LIIKE arcound ssarchinzly zs she
-

XENA
- : H . . .
omething’'s gone wreong. RBut we won't
£00W what LT 18 Till we get out

n

MRS B

i

th

appened? Whezre are we?
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Pinding wnat she wants, Xena picks up & large

ﬁosi“ioning ~he i1ce tc catch the shaft of SUNILICGHT, Xena
cuses i+ cn the cavern's frozen sentrance like a laser o£am.
As it begirs melting & hole througn the ice...

TIME DISS0OLVE T2:

LAT., MOUNTAIN VILLAGE - DAY A
A handful -7 huts house SEZPHERDS and their TZMILIES, =ome of
wnom reacrt z3...Xena and Zabrielle enter the Tllliage Snised
to seeing sirangers, the VILLAGE LEADER apprcaches then.
VILLAGE LIADER
You ladies lost?
XENA
T“hat depends. Where are we?
The locals zTrade looks.
VILLAGE LEZACER
You're at the Zoot of MT. Zna
SABRIELLZT
Mt. Etna?! How'd we get here?
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iRt TTORT .

CCNTINUED:
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Yena knows, and calls out angrily, SUMMORLILG
}r‘:’* TR
ol

Ares!
feacting, the lccals look rewildered.

~ 5
(SN0 )

YILLAGE _EADER
'Beg pardon, but Ares hasn't been seen
in these parts since the _egencar;
Xena died, 'bour twenty-Iive years ago.

erces stare.

Twenty-Ifive vears...!

Zff Zabrielle and ¥ena's stunned faces...
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ACT ONE
. FADE IN:
7 EXT. MOUNTAIN VILLAGE - CONTINUING 7

Xena and Gabrielle stare at the locals, in shcck.

GABRIELLE
You're saying we've been cut -~ I
mean, Xena's been dead -- for twenty-
five years?

As he nods, Xena turns to Gabrielle, urgently.

XENA
We've gonta get to Rome.

GABRIZLILE
Reme?! That zity's polscon to vou.

i XENA
It's where Octavius was headed.
(then; to Leader)
What do vou know about & Roman big
shot named Octavius? A general,
. maybe. Or a commander...?
} _

VILLAGE LEADER
Only commander I know of is Livia, the
Emperor's bitch.
(catching himself)
'Ecuse my language. 3ut when L~ugusTtus
) lets her slaugnter harmless fclks I:
' the followers cf Eli...

GABRIELLE
Eli? People still know his teachings?

} More looks from the lccals.

VILLAGE LEADER
You're not from around here, are you?

Before she can answer, ¥Xena quickly interjects:

XENA
N¢, but thanks for your help..

AR T AT T
('vv:\ i —}‘UL‘” 1
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Ang Xena hustles Zabrialle off.

cUT TC:
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COMMANDER'S TEINT - DAY

Frash from tattle, Livia strips off her armor till she's nude
Lo the waist. Wetting a sponge, she sqgueezes it over her
arms, watching as the water runs red off her body. Suddenly:

l

SENTRIES (0C.S.)
Hail, Augustus

THEZ TENT DOOR opens to admit AUGUSTUS, Emperor of Rome, =z
powerful man in his mid-~forties.

AUGUSTUS
Livie, I know I promised not to come--

He naits, staring as lLlvia zurns toward him and chides:
LIVIA
Augustuis, vyOu Know it's aga;ﬂst
tradition_-o see a conguering hero
before their victory march.

L2}

ilustered and embarrassed by her nudity, Augustus Turns zway.

AUGUSTUS
'Gods, Livia. Fut something on.

Smiling at his discomicrt, she slips iInto a robe.

LIVIA
Z2, why zrs o narse?
"GUS”US

(rhesitates; then)
The truzh 1s, I'm wﬁxr_ed abcut you.
Reports in Rome say your men are
committing wholesale slaughter.

LIVIA
(shrugs)
What else can you 2o with traiters?
Qur slave camps are full.

¥ o+ & & A *

* A4 A #

{(CONTINUEZZ
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he dectées cn her, he's still the Emp

=1
~ugustus frowns. Seeing she's overclayed it, she
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UED:
AUGUSTU
{(unhappily)
5f Eli's followers, Yes...I've
noticed.
LIVIA
Se7?
AUGUSTUS

Sc, perhaps the legions of Rome should
be directed against something mocre
formidable than a bunch ¢f pacifists
and their defenders.

LIVIA
These pacifists deny our gods! As
divine Emperor, surely you can't
condone that.

AUGUSTUS
I didn't say I condoned--

LIVIA
{snapping Impatiently)
Then let me handle it my way.

contrite smile.

LIVIA
- Just want to safeguard the Empire...
f2r beth of us.
=UTUETUE eves ner with Tatsrnzl warmIhn
AUGUSTUS

You're a good girl, Livia.

she takes his arm and escorts him o the door.

LIVIA
Now, go back to Rome and make sure I
have The biggest victery march the
citv's ever seen. 0Qkay?

AUGUSTUS
(smiles and ncds)
Tut znce I'vTe named YoU My SuCceEssor,
There are ¢oing to have te be scme
changes.

rer and, eyeing

(CONT

(R 8]
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ED: (Z2)
LIVIA
I couldn't agree more.
cneek and exits. Moving back tc the basin, Livia
p her spcnge, steeping it in the blcodstained water.

DISSOLVE TO:

(38
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INT. TAVE - DAY g

CLOSE ON A PAINTING Cr XZNA

Crude, but reverential, i1t shows her in classic fighting
stance, as we WIDEN to include Gabrielle, painted beside ner.

PULL BACK as Xena and Gabrielle enter the Tavern. But as they
move toward the bar, Zhe NCOISY crowd falls SI_ENT.

Reacting, our heroes lock around, surprised tc see...th
Tavern looks like a "Xenz and Gabrielle™ ghrine. Deccrated
with everything from *epl‘cate sals, chakrams, br roiates,
etc., the Tavern's showpiece hangs over the kar in a Irame
inscribed "The Bard of Poteidaia's Last Scroll."”

As Xena and Gabrielle trade looks, the blowsy, middle-aged
bartender (MEG) approaches, eyeing them critically.

MEG
Not bad. 2ut the rsal Xena had
inches on you. And Gabrielie...
just say she wasn't guite so b fi

:1. 2
[t

she winks knowingly, Zabrielle sputters:

GABRIELLE
What do ycu-- How would you~-~ Who
are you, anyway?

XENA
{staring incredulously)
Meg. Gabrielle, it's Meg.
GABRIELLE
No way. You TWO were itdentical.
~~~~~ lmgy: tran - Naorz

rws ‘-uw—w’ ORI 7 e ;
If I were you, I'd lay off starches.
gggw.

A3 poth Xena and Meg rz=zct, a familiar voice czlls:

[OR e S

(CONTINUED)
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CCONTINUED:
JOXzZr (T.5.)
{calls)
Meg? Honey, those crders are gettlng
coeld and--
Turning, “he women are amazed o see...JOXER, twenty=~-Iive
vears clder, and nearly bald. ?r@ez;ng, Joxer stares in
Ziskhelief as he gasps:
JOXER
Xena? Gabrielle...! You're back!!
Gaping, Meg knocks back a healthy slug of mead as Joxer sweeps
cur nerces into a hug that CLUNKS their HEADS together.
XENA GABRIELLE
(reacting) {reacting)
Jcxer. Joxer.
JCXZR
Wnat happened?! I lcoked everywhere
for you. Didn't I, Meg? For years!
I only stopped when poor old Argo died.
XENA
{(with a sad rzang)
Argo...Never be another like her.
JOXER
(grins)
Wanna bet?
SMASE CUT TC:
THT. ZRRN - ZRY
CH A ZOLDEN PALOMINO
JOXZE (CZ.5.)
(proud;y)
Xena...meet Argo, the Second.
PULL BACK to see Xena, flanked by Gabrielle and Joxer, staring

emczionally at Arge II as they zpproach her corral.

L

{ ﬁ(’-\\vm* YT e
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GABRIELLE
That's Argo's daughter?

JOXER
n the horseflesh. There
preblem. ..

As they zrproach, the horse rears, halting Joxer and Gabrielle.

JOXER
..No one can ride her,

Butf Xena continues on, her gaze never leaving the horse as she
enters the corral and moves toward her., Riveted, Argo II
stares as Yena reaches her and halts.

a2z, they measure each other, Then Argc II lowers her
lavfully butting Xena who laughs anc jmmps abcard her,
ne horse with the same fluid grace she rode her Zam.

Xena nalits the norse

ral,
nd jeining them.

znd Gabrielle reacn the co
re of

or
A~
4:
4

XENA
Joxer, she's wonderful...
{hugging him gratefully)
...and so are you.
The balding, middle-aged Joxer blushes as we hear:

pej

VIRGIL (0.5.)

T K -7 Tty e _

Turning, z11 three resact to see, ., VIREIL, & muscular,

- — P . e —— S - - M .~ v = o e T e - - o -

ZTIXaCCLTE, Foung Tan, *.:+:i..r'z~:_: & DoEIAZMLTIZ Izrmmsr 2D TIE
. - -} T - b T~ = - PR - - p -

emerges Irom the Darn. Pulling himsell Tog€TnEr, JOXE8I DEENS

VIRGIL
(flocred; to Joxer)

I knew it! No matter what anyone
said. I alwavs knew your sStorigs werssz
true.

{back to cur “e::%s)
It's a priviiege o finally meeT ou.

(CONTINIUELD
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10 CONTINUED: (2)
. GABRIZLLE
{zo Joxer)
Stories?

JOXER
(hastily evasive)

Speaking cI stories, wiat's yours?
That Romar friend of yours swore you
were still alive, even alter I saw you

XENA
--Roman friend? You mean Octavius?
Did he have FEve with him?

JOXER
Yeah. But ! !
vour podie

w
~

v

I
41
]
it

Where's he now? Do yo* XKnow?
JOXER

Rome, I guess. I went lccki

you, and never saw him again.

Disappointed, but undaunted, Xena tTurns o Gabrielle.

{(CONTINUED)
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XENA
Then Rome'sz still cur Lest shot at

finding Eve.

Rome? Perfect! Virgll lives there.

We can stay with him. =ight, son?
VIRGIL

You kidding?! I'd pe nonored.

The women trade looks.

GABRIELLE
Thanks. But we'll find a place.

I doubt o
victory m
champion,

And he's gone, leaving Virgil feaming at Xena znd Gabrielle.

With Xena aboard Rrgc 11, Gabrile and Joxer and
Virgll sharing & mount, They rsal g hurly-burly
scares the horses. Caiming Argo ~s Gabrielle.
The crowd's got 'em spooked. Thinx
you ceoculd get 'em T & stable?
GRBRIZLLZ
Sure What're you Zonna do?

XENA
Take in the victory march.
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SONTINTED: =1
GAERIEZLLE
What?! Why? All I've ever neard is
how crass and degrading they are.

XENA
Jh-huh. And everyone who's anyone
will be there.

GABRIELL
{(realizing)
k you'll find Octavius? But

You in
1l you start?

thi
where'
XENA
At the top.
{(handing over her reins)
Meetr you back here at sunset.

Ang sliding off her ncorse, Xena's gone.

=xT. PARADE ROUTE - DAY 12

Threngs c¢f CHEERING PECPLE watch the lavish procession
as...HORSZS tote t*unks of brightly colored siliks...JUGGLERS
toss Ilaming batons.. . MUSICIANS PLAY marching MUSIC...IJANCING
GIRLE carry cages they open, releasing.
dozens ¢f white doves that scar skyward, CAMERA FCLLOWING
Them until 1t FINDS and HOLDS CN:
ZXT. ROYAL BALCCNY - DAY 12
£lTE® unasr 2 cCzrncoy, watrshing Livia'ls march LnIo

5o, ycou're the Emperc
Chilled, he whirls, staring as...Xena steps frcm the snadows.

AUGUSTUS

Xena...?!
zgually shocked, Xena stares at an older, but familiar, ZIace.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:

XENA
...0ctavius?!

Recovering, she yanks him close.

XENA
Where's Eve?

Afraid, his eyes dart past her to the street. And in that

moment, Xena xnows. Shocked, she follows his gaze to see...

...Livia entering the city on a towering flcat pulled by ELI'S

ENSLAVED FOLLOWERS.
Appalled, Xenaz eves Augustus, barely able to speak.

XENA
That's her...

AUGUSTUS
(nods)
Livia =- champicon of Rome.

XENA
She's Eve.
OFF Xena's face as she stares down at her Roman daughter...

FADE OUT.

EN T _ON

Lo
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W
TADE IN:

EXT. ROYAL BALCONY -~ CONTINUING

flushed with her v;uLory marv“, Livia halts before Augustus,
eyeing him exXpectantly as she proclaims:

LIVIA

Hall, ARugustus, Empercr of Rome. I
render to you the spoils of battle:
goid for our coffers, land for our
conquest, and slaves who deny cur many
gods for their One.

(locking eyes with him)
Accept this tribute from one who lives

nly zo serve you and Rome...
{pointedly)
.however 1 can.

Looking strained, Augustus rises as...
ANGLE WIDENS to include Xena, standing oputr of the crawd's

view. If looks could kill, Augustus would be circling the
drain. Xnowing this, he fcrces a smile.

AUGUSTUS
Your triumph and tribute please us,
Livia. Accept our imperial thanks and
the thanks of a grateful nation.

Zivia stares. That's it?! Augustus averts his eyes.
XENA
{curt whlsoar)
Now, wave and draw tThe drapes.,
{(as he hesitates)
~ .i...:.'

ne waves TO the crowd, then draws the canopy drapes

1!
2a's face. Safe from sight, Xena glares.

XENA
What hzave vou done o her?

AUGUSTUS
Done? You saw. She's...incredible.

xENZ

or Rome!

bt

b
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CONTINUED: :
AUGUSTUS
She's alive. <{onsidering all of Mz,
Olympus wanted toc kill her -- wanted
to c¢rush the pringer of "Twilight' --
what more did you expect?
XENA
I'11 tell you what I expected. I
expected te raise her myself. To De
there to show her a way beyond the
blood and viclence.
AUGUSTUS
But you weren't there. I was. And I
gave her every advantage: the best
tutors, the best people--
XEN&
For what? I saw the slaves. I've
heard the sicries. She's a monster.
AUGUSTUS
{(temper flaring)
She's the greatest fighter Rome's ever
known. And I'm naming her my
successor.
Xena's stare could weld steel.
XENA
No daughter <f mine will spread
Reome's tyranny.
AUGUSTUS
Zhe deesn't srmow she's your 2zughter.
I've never tcld her.
XENA
Then I will.
AUGUSTUS
Why? So the gods can hunt her again?
Only this time, you won't fool them
into thinking she's dead.
Knowing he’s right, Xena hesitates, and Augustus softens.
AUGUETUS
A5 my neilr, tne gods will orly xmg
her as Livia, Reme's champion. &3
your daughter Eve, they'll kill rer.

(CONTIN
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Cff Xena's reaction...
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INT. VIRGIL'S QUARTERS - DAY

t

{

Virgil scrambles to clear some space as Gabrlelle takes =
scrells, quills and inkpots cluttering the small apartment.

VIRGIL
Sorry about the mess. I don't get
much company.

He scoops up a pile of scrolls and drops them in an open trunk,

GARBRIELLE

What are all those scrells, anyway?
Embarrassed, Virgil gquickly shuts the trunk.
VIRGIL
Nothing. 8o, what's it like, being
back after twenty-£five years? Has the
world changed much?

Gaprielle notes the guick change ¢f supject, but lets it go.

GABRIELLE
People look a little different. Your
Mom and Dad, for instance. But the

Emperor Augustus sounds a lot like our
Caesar.

VIRGIL
It's his ward, Livia, who's the

problem. She hates EZli's teachings,
and those of us who honor them.

Gabrielle looks surprised.

You're & rfollower of £l1i

Ealai ki e

T 5 S W e

)
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CONTINUED: 13
YIRGIL
I wanna be. I try. But when pusnh
comes tTo shove...l shove back.
GABRIELLE
(grins; rueful)
Me, woo.
Surprised, Virgil returns her grin as they hear:

JOXER (0.S.)
Missiorn accomplished!

Joxer enters with Xena in tow as Gabrielle Zcins them eagerly.

L
Did you find cut anything zbout

Octavius?
Still absorbing it herselZ, Xena nods.

XENA

He's the empercr. Octavius is
Augustus,

_ GABRIELLE
Augustus?

{then)
But that means his ward...
{incredulcus realizationg
Livia,..is...

Stunned, Gabrielle eyes Xsna compassionatelny

XENA
You gotta love the irony. My
daughter, champion ¢f all I despise.

But Gabrielle sees through her bravado to tihs pain beneath it.

GAEBERIELLE
creaks my neart.

y

“olding her caze, syes Lright with unshed Zzzrs, Xena nods.

{CCNTINUEL)
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Mine, T:z0.

in her own eves,
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'S QUARTERS - NIGHT

he others sleep, CANDLILIGHT illuminaztes Xena's

bled face as polishes her chakram. Pausing, she studies
1n/yang design, lost in thought.

GABRIELLE (0.S5.)
.e late to bes cleaning, don't vyeu

) e

Xena turns to find Gabrielle has -oined her.

»
i
)

I gottz do sometn;dg, Gabrielle.

Ctherwise, I'll go crazy wondering

what could have made Eve like this.
{eyeing chakram)

How could she get so dark? So out of

balance?

GLERITLLE
know what you mear. Octavius was so
nard to think he

‘ve done it. But who else?

XEE“A
(hesitates; then)

ELLE

GABRI
You weren't even

T
What do you mean?
there.

XENA
Sure I was. Inside her. Eve's nalf
me, Gabrielle And she's got
Celliste's =oirit Thcse =z=re tough
cdds to beat.
{CONTIN
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GABR
You <id.

AENA

-

T had vyou.

GABRIEL
and now Eve has us.

LE

cldinz Gabrielie's conf
XENA

You're right.

can turn her back.

GABRIELLE
Once she
I know it.
You
to

You‘ll see.
she'll change.
mother, like daughter.
gotta find her and talk n
XENA
{musing)
Like mother, like daughter..
(then; lidea dawning
.

E

FF ¥a&na, mental wheels whirling...

{indicat

Sy
UET
-

This is where we pa
My shop's up th

XENA

ident gaze centers Xena,

Whatever turned Eve,

and

we

knows the fruth,

Like

've

er.

.

)

sust

rhink I know just where to look.

she

21~

nods.

DISSCLVE

intersection.

I'1l meet you all back there later.

GARBRIZLLE

Sure you don't want me to come with

you? I could wailt outside.

{<
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i

—
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CONTINUED:
JOXER
{hercic; to impress Virgil)
We bcth could. 'Case you need any
nelp...

{off her look)
..0r something.

XENA
Thanks. But if Virgil's right about
ner usual routine, there shouldn't be
a proilem.
{to Gabrielle)
Wish me luck.

They hold a look. Then Gabrielle hugs her and Xena exits.
Seeing Gabrielle's concern for Xena, Virgil reassures her.

VIRGIL
ortune favors the brave.

1y

Gabrielle smiles, appreciating both his kindness and his turn
of phrase.

GRABRIELLE
That's a good way to put it. You've
got a knack with words.

As Virgil grins modestly, Joxer frowns, interijecting:

JOXER
Words, schmurds. You should see him
shoe & horse,

Gabrieile resacts. 3Iut beiore she can comment:

RCMAN CAPTAIN (C.S5.)
{announcing)
Citizens, your attention...

Reacting, our three look to see...a ROMAN CAPTAIN striding
down the street with a trcop of SOLDIERS who are escorting
THREE TEMPLE PRIESTS carrying money baskets. The peopile
around them halt to listen,

ROMAN CAPTARIN
To commemorate her victories, Livia
has commissioned a new temple to Ares,
Your offerings are appreciated.

rs, the Priests move through The Crowd,
ons. A BURLY S0OLDIER approzcnes our tric.

bt

Ey
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CONTINUED: (2)
BURLY SOLDIER
(extending his hand)
Money for the gods' temple.
JOXER
We gave at the cffice.

But &s he starts past,
BUXLY SCLDIER

It's not & recuest.

2%

(CON

-

the Scldier seizes him by the throart.
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CONTINUED: (3)
VIRGIL
Hey! Let go of him!

GABRIELLE
You can't force us to give te the gods.

BURLY SOLDIER
You one of those Eli believers?

GABRIELLE
I believe in the right to have faith
in whatever I choose._ Now, let him go.

BURLY SOLDIER
Or you'll do what?

~He tegins choking Joxer. Reacting, Gabrielle draws her sais

and gut~punches the Scldier, forcing him to drop Joxer.

GABRIELLE
Let's go.

But as the three turn t¢ leave, they react to see...the rest
of the Soldiers surrounding them.

VIRGIL
We're not lcoking for trouble.

ROMAN CAPTAIN
Too bad. 'Cuz you found it.

and icnaliri'g his men, the SCLDIERS ATTACK!

ns him around,

T
1
.
i
4
i
U
[T
m
- N
O
‘......a
Q.
}..l
]
H

w;: her sais, Gabriell

] - bl
=lade zf his Zzmr

B O

2 5
2 4a

tn ’(j

ana sh:ve¢ him onte ol
~~Virgil blocks a sword swipe, punches ocut a Soldier, and
cazches his blade, mid-air, before--

-~Virgil joins Gabrielle, fighting side-by-side like they were
born for it. Suddeniy, & SHARP WHISTLE stops everything and,
they turn to see...the Captain, holding Joxer at knife-point.

_ ROMAN CAPTAIN
Drop 'em...

' {pressing knife closer}
...or the 2ld man gets it.

- - red ;7 - : H t o
~irng, Virgil and Zacriells drop thelr weapons.

CUT TO:



ok

INT. GLAECISTURTIEL ARENA - DAY

ON A CLASH OF SWORDS

WIDEN tc see the adversaries are Livia and are sparring
among the training egulpment, weapons, RIQLE ﬁfwve neimpels and
other armer laid out for a practice session. Trading blow for
blow, Li" s counters Eres' greater strength and size with her
faster, rore adroit moves that keep him sligntly guessing.

(CONTINUE

T}
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12 CONTINUED:
ARES
. You're worse tnan a wasp.
) -
LIVIA
{laughs}
Death has no sting for gods, remember?
But a&s she lunges to stab him, Ares blocks her thrust, sendin
- - g — Y 5 -

) ner sword flying from her hand. Without missing a beat--
--Livia FLIPS up onto a balance beam, and Ares focllows, each
trying to get a punch or kick past the other's lightning fast
defenses as they SPIN, KICK and FLIP along the narrow beam.

b Reaching the end, Livia suddenly reverses herself, running
directly at Ares -- and up him - pronelliru herself into a MID-
AIR SOMERSAULT *hat takes her to the ground wnere she turns,
clowing headlong into--

-—-Ares who FLIPS her to =he ground, pinning her there, face
up, hands stretched above her head.

)

ARES
Give up?
IVIA

) I'1l give you something.

Grinning at her spunk, Ares bends to kiss her, dropping OUT OF
FRAME as we RACK rOCUS to...
AN ARENA DCOCR keveond them which opens as Xena enters, staring

) To see...Ares kissing her daughter.

C¥ o X¥enz's Inzcrefuolcus fure
FADE OUT.

5 END CF ACT THWD

b
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FADE IN:

INT. GLADIARTURIAL ARENA - CONTINUING

Ares and Livia kiss in mounting passicn when, suddenly, & DOOR
SLAMS and they look up to see...a helmeted warrlor woman
standing by the closed arena door. Masked by the training
helmet she snatched from a nearby pile of practice armor, Xena
Stands there, unmeving.

ARES
(lips grazing Livia's ear)
Dismiss her. I'1]1 finish your workout.

But something about the mystery warricr breaks Livia's mood.

LIVIA

We'll have a re-match tonight...
(inviting smile)

...at the bacchanalia.

Then, sliding from beneath him, she rises, calling to Xena:

LIVIA
Wait while I slip intc...
{shrugs at her near-nudity)
..something.

=

Unabashed, she exits through a CREAKING DOCR cpposite Xena who
stares after her daughter. Meanwhile, Ares eves Xena.

ARES
Haven't seen you before., Tirs

¢t
ct
nl

3

=

Fear.ng her voice will give her away, Xena throws him a nod.
ARES

Well, from the lcoks ¢f you, I'd s
you'll survive.

vy
7

fa

Shrugging, she turns away. Intrigued, Ares continues to stare.

ARES
Where're vou from? You locok...
(crossing toward her)

...familiar.
23 Ares reazohnes her
es beginning o reglister a

{(CONTINUED}
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CONTINUED:

ARES
ake off your helmet.
{she doesn't move)
...0r T will.

-3

Ze draws his sword as she draws hers, and they CLASH Zlades,
raternal fury lending Xena extra strength as the two trade
rlecw-for-blow when, suddenly, Xena hears the CREAKING TOOR

start to open, and glances at it as--

[

--Ares cuts the chin strap on her helmet. Pulling it coIf, he
stares, transfiixed to see:

ARES
Xena...?2!

Zves blazing, she brings her sword to Ares' chest.

XENA
If you were mortal, I'd cut out your
heart.
Wizhout a moment's thought, he walks onto Xena's blade,
xnowing only that the woman he loved and lost is back as he
ulls her into a passionate kiss.

o]

Wrenching free, Xena spits his kiss from her lips.

LIVIA (0.58.)

Charming.
whirling, Xena sees...Livia holding a sword at her heart.
LIVIA
Mgwe, and I'1E k111 vou.

A3 Xena locks eyes with her daughter, Ares guickly intercedes.

Livia, wait! T's not how it looks.
LIvIia
Then how is it?

ARES
I'il tell you. For the past twenty-
five years, I've thought Xena was
dead. Now, she shows up, hasn't aged
& dav. I bad o kiss her to see if
she was real or an imposter,

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: (Z2)

LIVIA
You're telling me you kissed her to ID
) her?!

ARES
Think about it. If Xena's still
alive, then it's a pretty good ket Eve
is, too. And if Eve's alive...
) (turns to Xena)
...2'm the dead man.

Reading his gaze, Xena sees Ares deoesn't know that Livia is
Eve. Meanwnile, Livia frowns, concerned.

) LIVIA
Because Eve's the bringer of
"Twilight'™?

XENA
Eve is dead.
)
LIVIA
{(flaring)
Who asked you?
She starts to skewer Xena, but Ares stops her.
)
ARES
No! Livia, don't{--
Seizing her chance, Xena knocks Livia's sword aside,
somersaults from between them and, landing by the door, races
) out.
RzacTing, Livia starts ziter herx oL Arsz resgtTralns ner
ARES
Let her go. She'll be back.
B (musing after Xena)
And if Eve's alive...
{pulling Livia close)
...she'll lead us straight to her.
Smoldering, Livia subsides as Ares cazes aliter Xena.
»
CUT TO:
21 INT. AUGUSTUS' PALACE - PRISCN CELL - DAY
Dozens of MEN and WOMEN occupy this large csll where we find
) Joxer, seated on a bench, talking to Virgil.

. (CONT!
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21 CONTINUED: -
_ JOXER
. It's 211 my fault. TIf I hadn't opened
my big mouth, we wouldn't be here.
Gabrielle probably hates me.

VIRGIL
Are vou kidding? After all the times
you saved her and Xena.
{enumerating)
From Bacchae. And dryads. Not to
mentzon Callisto.

JOXER
{hastily}
Maybe it's better if you don't mention
any ¢f it. Wouldn't want 'em tc feel
iike they owe me,

Proud of his modest dad, Virgil nods as Gabrielle comes up.

GABRIELLE
I asked arcund. But ncbody seems to
know what's geoing on. In fact, from
what they've said, none of them
deserve to be here. I don't get it.

VIRGIL
I do. They're followers of Eli.

Gabrielle reacts. But before she can comment, the cell DOOR
BANGS open and Livia enters, flanked by GUARDS. As the
PRISCNERS MURMUR, Gabrielle stares, kncowling at conce:

GABRIELLE

¥ - 3 FPER RS sl PP | i
Trat ner, ilsznt't io? That's Zve

4]
o

(CONTINUEZD



2L CONTINUED: (Z2)

. VIRGIL
Better known as Livia.

5721 "livia" - Zlue Revisicns - 2/16/0C 29~ .

Gabrielle stares as the ambitious commander addresses them,

LIVIA
11 right, Zisten up. As

traitors o

&

the gods, every one of you deserves o

) die. But, in the spirit of fair play,
I offer you a chance at salvation,

tomorrow.

Thrown, Virgil speaks without thinking.

) VIRGIL

Butr the Games are LomoOrrow.

Livia turns, eyeing Virgil. As Joxer and Gabrielle zense,

y

Livia crosses to him.

) LIVIA

Correct. But in the opening match,

I've upped the stakes.

(turning to Prisoners)
Here's how it works. You choose &
champion to fight me in the arena. 7T¢
) keep it fair, I provide armor and

weapons. He wins, you go

free. I

win, you die, for the glory of

Rome. ..and her gods.

GABRIELLE

b That's not Salvatzon. It?

slaugnter.

You'd be surprised.

Arrested by something in Gabrielle's
b hesitates. Then, dismissing it, she
evelng him appraisingly as she tells

3 a

voice and syes, Livia
turns back to Virgil,
the Priscrners:
chocse ninm
(CON
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Running her hands over nls well-muscled arms, Livia nods.

TTVTE
— ek Ao+
Yes. You'rs the one.
As CJoxer and Gabrielle rszact, Virgil holds Livia's look 'ti
something in his eves makes her drop her gaze and exit, while
we 20LD on our trio.
CUT TC:
INT. AUGUSTUS' PALACE - STEAM ROCM - DAY 22
Steam fogs the air as 2ugusius sits, draped in a towel, deep
in troubled thought. & NCISE sounds nearby and he turns,
peering into the mist to see...ncthing.

urring back, Augustus ‘umps ind,..¥ena beside him,
= f=3

d in steam, and L;::;e &

o £
_se
AUGUSTT
{(recovering)
The years haven't robbed you of
your...stealith.

XENA
No...just my chlla
(then; conceding)
But I was w*ong To s,ﬁme you. I Know
that now. That's why I'm here I
want you to help me save her

{CCNTINUED;
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AUGUSTUS
(exasperated)
? Is the chance tc rule an

Froem what?
empire really so terrible?

XENA
It is when you're ruling it with Ares.

AUGUSTUS
Ares?! Wnat's he got tc do with this?

XENA
Everything! Who do you think tapped
into Eve's dark side? Seduced her
with promises of power.

AUGUSTUS
That's a i1ie! Livia's —marc. But
o 2]

she's &

XENA
I can prove it! Ares'll be at the

-

bacchanalia tonight. So will I.

AUGUSTUS
(dubicus)
Livia's posted guards with orders to
stop you on sight.

XENA
That's my lookout. When I find Ares,
I1'11 signal you. Be watching. Then
find some way to get Eve c.ose enough

TO ¢gvernesar us.

But why?

LZNA
To preve T2 you how things are. And
to prove o Eve who Ares really 1s.
Until I do, she'll never believe the
truth,

On ¥ena's resolve...

DISSCLVE TO:
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AUGUSTUSY FRLACZ - BANQUET ROOM - NIZHET

RLS sway to
ainted,
gss, while...

*He bacchana;la 3 in full swing as DANCING G
sinuous MUSIC le, everywhere, REVELERS wit
Fellini-esgue fzces wench, and eac

L
P

L
<C XxC

I
R
drink,
CAMERA FINDS anc

a mask That hides
iess, as she movss

TRACKS a statuesgue brunette (Xena), wearing
half her face and an ocutfit that hides even
man-to-man through the crowd.

watching Livia tcast her Men across

Passing Augustus s
T her hand zlong his face as she whispers:

,
the room, Xena trai

wno!
i5

XENA
Heads up.

ragustus barely has time to acknowledge her
move again, glibly dispensing easy kisses

Fnow;ng her voics,
before Xena's on the
and caresses until...

..she "accidentzlly" colliides with a muscular man who turns,
revealing it's & thinly disguised Ares. Steadying her, his
touch tellis him =t cnce ic's:

ARES
Xena...!

Feigning alarm, she starts away.

ARES
I blow the whistle

Wait! OCr right now.

As she hesitates, Xena

r
zlaring up at Arss.

cevertly signals Augustus befeore

XENA
WrnaT 2o ou owant, Ares?

ARES
Answers. Come on, Xena. What
nappsned? I thought you were dead.

XENA
Let's leave it that way.

She starts away But Ares stops her, gripping her hard,

ggaln.
his eyes locked 2n hers.
ARES
No. -~ mourned you, Xena. Ior years.
XENA

Yeah,

were In

I saw how grief-stricken you
The arena today.

(CONTINUE
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CONTINUED:

ARES
What, you mean that bit of rough-and-
tumble with Livia?

She iooks away. Ares reacts, surprised.

ARES
Don't tell me you're jealous?

XERA
Of what? A4 Roman wannabe?

She holds his gaze.

ARES
It's true, she's not you. No one is.
{(eyes still on hers;
closing in)
And if I thought veou keing back meant
we’'d have a second chance...

XENA
{lost in his gaze)
Yes...?

ARES
(removing his mask)
I'd drop her like a nasty habit.

Lips meeting, they kiss hungrily as...
1T WIDENS to reveal Livia and Augustus having witnessed all
s from a nearby nook. Stunned, Augustus turns to Livia who
't tear her eves cff Xena znd Ares.

AUGUSTUS
You...and Ares?

mlivicus, Lis

sami el 7 inues to stare at Xena and Ares’
ounting passion while =

a ccnt
Augustus' eves fill with contemptuous

AUGUSTUS
I'd scooner see the empire destroyed
than leave it to you.

Znd turning, he exits. Absorbing his words even as she
~rmTinues to watch Ares kissing Xena, Livia's face reflects

________ =
I arat V: VIt b Jak N N 3 o —
_DDEMN CCOMMOTICN sounds zas

1)
L
™
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COWTINUED: (2)

-~a3 large CAGE of chained PRISONERS ~- Gabrielle and Virg:il
among them -- 13 wheeled into the party where Revelers JEER at
“hem and PELT them with everything from food and drink to
vlates and cutlery.

Bistracted, Xena and Ares break their clench. Looking cover at
the cage, Ares stares in surprise.

ARES
v, isn't that Gabrielle?

No answer. Locking back, Ares reacts to find Xena is gone.
Frowning suspiciopsly, Ares DISAPPEARS while--

--A7 THE CAGE, Xena approaches, mask in place, and breaks into
a derisively seductive dance as 1f to taunt the Prisoners as

-

she moves close enough to say:

XENA
Gabrielle, Virgil...it's me.
GABRIELLE

(scttoe; incredulous)
Xena?

Jnpinning her hailr as 1Z to furth er *orment them, Xena
urreprivicnsly passes the hai

instructing:

XENA
Use 1t on your chains. I'll get the
door.
ting everyone with her dance,
Zzhriz = ::"ert;a Zrezs the Zriscners, then signals Xena »ho
orings her dance te an end with a big fiourish, during which--

d swings it down on the cage's

rans a Guard's sword an
rng open the door,

creaxing 1t and throwi

Scrambling cut, Gabrielle and Virgil whirl the chains that
formerly bound them as Xena wields the sword, keeping Guards
at bay as she tells the other Prisoners:

XENA
Head for the door.

[}

o tne chains and sword ep

wo
Tnerm, They reach Th 00T,

[HE
H

l every Guard who tries to

ut 23 they start out:

{h

L)

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: (3)
LIVIA (0.5.)
(calls a warning)
nd your pals in the cell die.

z2de stricken looks.

e
U
1._1
¢t
* ¥

e
[9]
[
[
]
e
* 1
8]
.
]

XENA VIRGIL GABRIELLE
Joxer...! Dad...! Joxer...!

Having no choice, they dreop their weapons and turn to face
Livia whe crosses to them.

LIVIA

{to Virgil)
Looks like you're off the hook, stud.

{removing Xena's mask)
You're the one I want to fight to the
deathk. Only this time, I'1l make sure
you gray dead.

(then; to Guards)
Take them away.

For a beat, she and Xenz lcck eyes. Then the Guards drag our

nerces away.

FADE OUT.

WD OF m
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TADE IN:

INT. AUGUSTUS' PALACE - FEISON CELL - NIGHT

3

TORCHLIGE

SGABRIELLE
Tt's crazy. Ycu can't fight your own
daughrer. You'we gotta find a way to
teil her the txruth and stop the match.

XENA
You saw her. 3hne's already dealing
with the truth abcut Ares, Anymore
"rruth,” I don't know what she'd do.

GAERIELLE
Khatever 1t
fighting her

XENA
word gets back to the gods,
21 try and kill her.

GABRIELLE
it safer if she's on the alert
them?

XENA
And spend her whole life locking over
ner shoulder?

{shaxss her head)

Maybe it' s betzer she npever know than
S ey D4 S - oo e
—— — — e e _—— e A

Thev hold a look., Then Czbrielle scoftens.

GABRIELLE
I know it's hard. But don't you owe
her the truth?

XENA

You think it's easy, keeping it from

her? Seeing the darkness in Eve and

mcT reing abl: 7o nold her znd sav,

"Hang on There's light. “ou'll see.”™
thezrw aching)

You think that doesn't hur:?

{T illuminates Gairielle and Xena as they talk.

IRalai NGk
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24 CONTINUED: 24
GABRIDLLE
. Of course, it hurts...hetn of you.
»
Xena reacts. But befcre she can comment, the CELL DOOR OPENS
and & ROMAN GUARD enters. Halting in the doorway, he reads
from & scroll.
ROMAN GUARD
] "By order ¢f the EImperor Augustus, the
following priscners are free: Xena,
Gabrielle, Joxer and Virgil.™"
Exchanging locks, the four move to the door.
Y JOXER
Well, it's about time.
VIRGIL
(co the Guarad)
What about everycone else?
[
ROMAN GUARD
What about 'em?
GABRIELLE
We're not leaving unless they can, T20.
» {turring to her)
Right, Xena?
But Gabrielle and the men reac:t o find...Xena is gone.
cuT TO:
' ~ A o™ Yy - - -~
Z4a EXT. DESERTED RCMAN STRIZET - NIGHT Z4A
Fog makes things eerlie as Xena moves guickly down the street,
ther slows to a halt, suddenly sensing:
B ZNA
Ares.
He MATERTALIZES nearby.
ARES
) Still picking up on me after all these
years, I'm flattered.

{moving to her)
But you're not the only one with
insight. I'we ricked ur on something,

|

tCo. Wanna hear’

)
. (CONTINUELD)
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No.

Ignoring her, he stops her cold.

Tensing, Xe

b Xena doesn

e
n

ARES
I've picked up con why you're here in
Rome. t's Livia, isn't 1t? Or,
should I say.
{whispering it close)
v.ozve?

na ‘erks away from him.
XENA
I den't know what vou're talking about.

ARES
Sure, you do. Both times I've seen
you, it's been because Livia was
there -- the arena, the bacchanalia.
(eyeing her shrewdly)
Bet you're going to try and see her
now, right?

't answer. Ares smiles.

ARES
ight. See, I figured, whatever you
did to cheat death, I slowed it down
by curting vou and Gabrielle on ice.
But not Eve. For twenty-five years,
she <epl on owing...inte Livia...
I -

LZ The Lrony)

You're insane.

past him. He MATERIALIZES in front of her.

ARES
The moment it hit me, I knew. Those
ccbalt eves...those tempting lips...
(eyes drifting down Xena)
...zhose azmple, sweet-smelling--

n

Lres glares, but stavs

o e~
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moosed.

(CONTINUED)

* L * LI S

A & 4 % % *

* % ok 4



241

24B

<y
Ko
[
’ ]
[-‘
')

<

%4

m
|

m
l +
o
D
5y
[0}
3
’l.
in
lJ
O
3
n
I

9]
|,_.\
0
.
[w]
(@]
[}
{5

ZONTINUED: (2)
ARES
I do t know why I never saw it
nefore. But I didn't. I swear
XENA

Is that supposed tc make it okay?

ARES
I-'s supposed to make you see it
wasn't perscnal.

ENA
Wrong! It doesn't get more personal
than when you corrupt my daughter the
same way you did me.

ARES

But that's my point. It's not the

same. No cne's the same as you, Xena.
Hot for me.

ENA
Then leat me take her away. The other

gods don't ever have to know.

ARES
Not my call. The offer's what it's
always been: You and me, together.
A child. And Livia's secret goes with
me to the grave. Otherwise...

5 —ne obvicus as Xena stares.

0

Traziling off, he shru

tQ

XENA
You'd condema & woman you clalm to
iove to death?

ARES
No...but I'4d condemn her daughter.
They lock eyes. Then Ares DEMATERIALIZES. OFF Xena's
troubled face...
CuT TG:

INT. ADGUSTUS' PALACE - PRISON CELL - NIGHT

he room, as Gabriellie

* %
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he -fumps up, dropping a guill pen and scroll.

GABRIELLE
Sorry. I thought you might want som...
{(trails off; seeing scroll)
What's that?

That? Nothing.

GARRIELLE
That's what you said about those other
scrells, remember? C'mon...what

gives?
VIRGIL
{hesitates; then confesses)
I write Or at least, I try. I'm
nowhere near as good as you.

GABRIELLE
You're a bard?

VIRGIL
{picking up scrcll)
write poems.
(fumbles scroll which
unrolls to ten feet)
.Epic poems.

35D.

i

(CONTINUED)
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248 CONTINUED: (2) 24B
. As he rewinds the scroll, Gabrielle beams, delighted.
3 GABRIELLE
That's great! Why didn't you say so
before?
VIRGIL
Dad decesn't like it. I think he
1 wishes I was more like him. Y'Kknow,
a real herc. 'Stead cof just writing
about 'em.
JOXER (0.5.) *
You're wrong, Virgil. *
}
As Virgil and Gakrielle react, Joxer joins them. *
JOXER *
You're the hero. You were willing to *
take cn Livia -- willing tg die -- to *
) try and save the rest of us. *
VIRGIL *
That's nothing, compared to all the *
stories abcut what you've done. *
) ' JOXER *
(reluctantly coming clean) *
But Virgil, all those stories about me *
being a hero... The truth *
is...they' re-- *
) CGABRIELLE *
-=~insplring. *
VIRGIL *
{eagerly) *
I'1l say! That's why I like to write *
) 'em down. S0 everycone who reads 'snm *
might f£ind the courage to be a hero, *
too. *
{(to Joxer:; meaningfully) *
I did. *
4 GABRIELLE *
Must run in the family. *
Hugging Virgil emoticnally, Joxer beams a grateful look to *
Zzrrielle who returns his gaze warmly. *
) CUT TO: *



INT. GLADIATORIZL ARENA - NIGHT

e

~=-Xena watching her in silence.

Reacting, Livia instinctively goes for a weapon from the

training arsenal as--

‘Livia™ - Blue Revisions - 2/1%/00

Stripped down to her exercise gear, Livia takes out her
iealousy and rage on & punching bag -- her blows building in
tensity until a savage spin~kick sends the punching bag

ying OUT CF FRAME, and we immediately RACK FOCUS to reveal--

3=

24C

¥ o4 % #

--Xena throws her chakram, PINGING it off the sword in Livia's *

nand and causing her to drop it as the chakram returns to Xena.

XENA

I didn't come to fight. I came to

talk,

LIVIA
About what? Ares? Well,
him--

(grabbing a loaded crossbow)

--1f you live long enocugh.

you can have

*

* %

o 4 % %

She FIRES at Xena who STOPS THE ARROW inches from her face. *

XENA

It's not about Ares. It's about you.

LIVIA

Me? You don't know the first thing

about me.

XENA

You're wrong. That's all I dgo know
abcut vou. Your Zirst laugh,

tears..,first breath...
({hesitates; then)

Livia...I'm your mother.

daughter...Eve.

% long beat as Livia's face goes from total bewilderment...

You're my

% A A F ¥ 4 F

¥

through shock...to outright laughter at the sheer absurdity. *

LIVIA

Ares was right abocut one thing.

You're incredible.

XENA

It's the truth., And it's a long
story. But the bottom line is:
knows it now, too. And that means

you're in danger.

E . S &

N

(CONTINUED)
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24C CONTINUED: 24cC
. LIVIA
You're insane. Why would I believe *
J you? *
XENA *
Then don't. Ask Augustus. Who do you *
think had me released? Just know that *
cnce the other gods find out you're my *
) daughter-- *
LIVIA *
(flaring) *
SHUT-UP! You're not my mother! *
Rome's my mother. You're a traitorous *
b slut who's gotta die. And you will. *
Tomorrow. In the arena. *
(venomously) *
Given the stakes, I'm betting you'll *
show. *
] Turning, Livia strides ocut as we HOLD on Xena's anguished face. *
DISSOLVE TC: *
25 CMITTED o8x
)
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INT. GLADIETUORIAL ARENA ~ DAY

ON THE ROYAL GALLERY

Augustus scans the CROWD gathered for the opening match of the

Games when TRUMPETS BLARE a FANFARE and,

turning,

he sees:

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 26

a. Dressed for combat,
ades her horse around the
e she proclaims:

Livia, riding a HORSE i
carrying a sword and net, L
arena, halting before August

LIVIA
Livia, Commander of the Legions of
Rome, 1s here as her champion.
Announce the match.
(as Augustus hesitates)
Would you deny the pecprle their sport?
Announce the match!

With a lcok, Augustus rises and motions for guiet. Then he
announces:

AUGUSTUS
The opening match will be fought by
Livia, Defender of Rome, against the
champicn c¢f the folleowers of Eli...
(meeting Livia's eves)

. .. Xena.
As the CROWD BUZZES with surprised reactions ("Xena?!" "She's
alive?!" "Thought she died years ago." "Now, this is a fight."
etc.). Xena enters the arena on foot, dressed for combat,

carrying a small shield and sword,

BEHIND THE BARRED ARENA GATE, Gabrielle, Joxer and Virgil
watch with the other Prisoners as Xena and Livia lock eyes.

TC
(pr claim ing
Let the game begiln.

A oo Ll M T lerdoo

oA DeEXT LOagn Livia Tz her nCrss TiZing straight at :“.P’“a
b

=
ia's sword, then sprlng?
ncrse to charge again.

5]

Lkl
gy 4T - -

who GOdGES her, Ldmc-ﬁng under L
up te face her as Livia wheels h

XENL
{calls to her
We don't have to do ti

LIVIA
(smiles)
I know.
Whipping her horse, she rides directly at Xena who gives her
BATTLE CRY and springs intc a high, mid-air somersault --
kicking Livia's back as she szi’s gver ner, nearly unseating

her
Landing, Xena spins and calls:

(CONTINUED)
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{2)
XENA
You're mad. Give us time.
LIVIA

Our time ran out twenty-five years ago.

26

(CONTINUED)
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And Kicking her heorse, she charges again, raising her sword
and lunging as Xena tumbles out of reach, then springs te her
feet again, calling:

XENA
I'll never give up on you, Eve.
LIVIA
{glares; screaming at her)

I'M LIVIA!

And charging at Xena, she whirls her net. But as Xena dodges
past her, Livia repeats her move from the Teaser, releasing
the reins and lying back on her horse's flanks to toss the
net...which settles over Xena like a mesh cage!

Sitting up, Livia ties the net to her saddle, then gallops her

horse arcund the arena, dragging Xena in the net which she
SLAMS zgainst the walls at every turn.

FROM THE BARRED ARENA GATE, Gabrielle, Joxer and Virgil watch
in growing alarm as Xena is dragged past. Then Gabrielle
spots something that gives her hope:

...Xena's sword emerges from the net, cutting a hole for her
to crawl through, and pull herself hand-over-hand toward...

...Livia who sees her and starts to sever the net when Xena
jumps up behind her, riding tandem as she seizes Livia, and
£lips them both off the horse.

The CROWD RCARS with LAUGETER as Livia goes sprawling while
Xena lands on her feet, then gquickly puts the "pinch" on
Livia, immeobilizing her as she tells her:

XENA
I won't kill you, Eve. You're my
daughter. And, whether you beliieve it
¢r not...I love you.

-

for an instant, tears well in Eve's eyes. Then, forcing them
back, she glares, mortified, as she gasps:

LIVIA
Then...let...me...die.

With the CROWD SCREAMING for blood, mcther and daughter lock
eyes -~ Xena's horrified, Eve's burning with hate. Then Xena
relsazes the "pinch" and Eve collapses, LoO spent to mcve as:

26

(CONTINUED)



A=
S
h e

V0921 "Livia™ - Blue Revisions - 2/19%/00

26 CONTINUED: (4) 26

VIRGIL (0.S.)
(shouts)
Our champion chooses mercy.

AT THE BARRED ARENA GATE, we see Virgil standing with
Gabrielle and Joxer, the other Priscners crowded behind them.

(CONTINUED)
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JOXER
Life for botht

GABRIELLE
Life...Zor all!

Taking up their words, the CROWD CEANTS agreement, shouting
"Life...Life,..Life..." as Livia stares up at Xena, her hate
heightened by humiliation. Then the CHANTING DIES as...

...Rugustus rises in the gallery. Endcrsing life over death,
he gives the thumbs up and the CROWD CHEERS wildly.

IN THE ARENA, ¥ena turns back %o Livia, who's still on the
ground and offers her hand. Ignoring i%t, Livia rises, her
eyes hard with hate as she vows:

LIVIA

I'11 make you wish Z'd never been born.

Then, striding to her horse, she jumps in the saddle as the
reieased Prisoners flood the arena, overwhelming Xena with
their gratitude. Finally breaking £free, Xena looks around,
reacting to find...Livia is gone.

XENA
(screaming after her)
EVE!

Pushing through the crowd, CGabrielle joins Xena who turns to
her, desperately.

XENA
We've gotta go afiter her, Gabrielle.
She'll 2o terrilflis Things. We'wve

gotta save her. rfrom the gods...and
herself.

11Nl

As Gabrielle comfcorts Xena, the words "To Be Ccontinued” appear
on the screen.

FADE OUT.

THE END

-
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