UNTITLED COUPLES PROJECT

“Pilot”

Written by

Shana Goldberg-Mechan

Warner Bros. Television Revised Network Draft
January 8, 2010




TEASER
SCENE A
FADE | N:

INT. TAXICAB - NIGHT (NI GHT 1)
(BEN, MADDI E)

A COUPLE HOPS IN -- MADDI E AND BEN -- I N THEI R THI RTI ES,
ATTRACTI VE, STYLISH, AND CLEARLY | N LOVE.

BEN
(TOCABBIE) India's Gill on 2nd
Ave. at 6th. And can you crank up
the heat? She gets a little cold.
MADDI E
And I'msorry but could you turn
off the sports radio? They'|ll say

sonet hi ng bad about the G ants and

then he'll have to call in and yell
at "Bill from Trenton".
BEN

(OPEN WOUND) They just started so
strong. ..
MADDI E
(SYMPATHETIC) | know, baby, | know.
CHYRON: MADDI E AND BEN -- TOGETHER NI NE YEARS.
CUrT TGO



"Pilot..." 2.
witer's draft - 1/8/10 ( TEASER/ A)

| NT. ANOTHER TAXI CAB -- SAME TIME (NI GHT 1)
(CASEY, M A)

ANOTHER COUPLE IS IN THE BACK SEAT -- MA (20'S, CHC,
STRONG W LLED) AND CASEY (20'S, LAID BACK, BOYISH).

M A
(TOCABBIE) India's Gill on 2nd.
CASEY
Ch, we're having Indian?
M A
Yeah, is that okay?
CASEY
It's just there's this spice that's
in every Indian dish that nmakes nme --
M A
(""" MWTH YQU') Overeat?
CASEY
Go i nto anaphyl acti c shock.
CHYRON: M A AND CASEY -- TOGETHER SEVEN AND A HALF WEEKS.
CUrT TGO

NT. TAXICAB - SAME TIME (NI GHT 1)
(BEN, MADDI E)

MADDI E
My sister's crazy about this guy --
says he's totally different from
guys she's dated before.

BEN
| got a real good feeling about

him He's a keeper.
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MADDI E
You' re just sick of being saddled
with her every tine we go out.
BEN
Do you know how hard it is to try
and buy concert tickets for three
people? It can't be done!
MADDI E
I know you want this to work but
don't cone on too strong and scare
himoff. Do you think you can play
it cool?
BEN
How do you think I got you?
MADDI E
You hounded nme day and night until
| agreed to go out with you.
BEN
(WNKS) But in a cool way.
CUT TO

| NT. ANOTHER TAXI CAB -- SAME TIME (NI GHT 1)
(CASEY, M A)

CASEY
| know how cl ose you are with your
sister. | hope she |ikes ne.

M A
Oh, just be your nornal, wonderful

self. It's how you got ne.
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CASEY
(ABIT SURPRISED) Did | get you?
M A
(SMLES) Big tine.
HE LEANS IN TO KI SS HER.

CUT TO
I NT. TAXICAB - SAME TINME (NI GHT 1)
(BEN, MADDI E)
MADDI E
| really feel for Ma. Those awkward
first few weeks when you' re hoping
you' ve found soneone, but you're
terrified they' Il turn out to be a
creep, and you can't rel ax because
you want to seem perfect. Nothing
but worry and stress.
BEN
I"m so happy to be done with that.
New rel ati onshi ps suck
CUT TO
| NT. ANOTHER TAXI CAB -- SAME TIME (NIGHT 1)
(CASEY, M A)
M A AND CASEY ARE NOW PASSI ONATELY MAKI NG QUT.
CASEY
Conpl i cat ed bras suck.
FADE QOUT.

END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE
SCENE B

| NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT (NI GHT 1)
(BEN, CASEY, MADDIE, M A, WAl TRESS)

MADDI E AND BEN CHECK IN W TH A WAI TRESS.
MADDI E
Hi, reservation for four, under the
name Col es for eight o' clock?
WAl TRESS
The rest of your party is at the
bar. The table will be ready in a
few mnutes, Ms. Coles.
MADDI E
Gh. (RE: BEN) No, he's M. Coles,
but 1'mnot Ms. Coles. W' re not
married.
WAl TRESS
(MORTIFIED) OCh ny God, so sorry.
MADDI E
(GENUI NE) No, no, don't be.

THE WAl TRESS MAKES A FACE, STILL WORRIED SHE'S STEPPED
I N SOVETHI NG

(1/B)
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MADDI E (cont' d)
For real. There's no need for the
"sad eyes". Neither of us wants to
be married. But we |ove each other,
we're commtted, very happy. Let

me see your eyes again.

THE WAl TRESS LOOKS AT HER

MADDI E (cont' d)
Still sad. Show me your "happy for
the commtted couple who nade a

choi ce" eyes.

THE WAl TRESS MOVES OFF.

WAl TRESS
(AWVKWARD) It will just be a mnute.
BEN
That' Il teach her for not having a
tabl e ready.
MADDI E

(OFF CELL PHONE) | just got a text
fromMa. (READS TEXT) "Here.
Were R U?" Wy does that need to
be texted? W said we'd neet at 8.
| don't get this generation's need
for constant conmunicati on.

BEN

You' re only six years ol der.

(1/B)
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MADDI E

But it's a big six years.

None of

t he fanous peopl e her age wear

under wear .

THEY MAKE THEI R WAY TO THE BAR

MADDI E (cont' d)

Ckay, so renmenber you're gonna be

cool and for ny part, |I'mnot gonna

say anything critical.

BEN

(PULLED UP) You're not? Then what

are you gonna say?

MADDI E

Il wll admt that in the past |

have been guilty of... overstating

ny opinion as it relates tony little

sister's choices. But | have decided

that 1| amgoing to be supportive.

BEN

("YEAH, RIGHT") Geat. Then L am

going to be a black wonman.

MADDI E

(LOOKS AROQUND) | don't see them

Let's just grab this booth.

THEY SIT ON ONE SI DE OF A BOOTH.  AFTER A BEAT, A COUPLE
POPS UPS FROM UNDERNEATH THE TABLE ON THE OTHER S| DE OF

THE BOOTH, MAKI NG QUT AND OBLI VI QUS
M A

IT IS CASEY AND

(1/B)
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MADDI E (cont' d)
( SCANDALI ZED) M al!
M A AND CASEY BREAK APART, A LI TTLE EMBARRASSED.
MADDI E (cont' d)
Un hello? This is a public place!
M A
You two, coatroom cousin Beth's
weddi ng? Your i npressionabl e baby
sister wal ked in?
MADDI E
You were twenty-three.
M A
Qur brains are |ike sponges at that
age. (DEEP BREATH) Ckay, 1'd like
you to nmeet -- (NOTICES CASEY HAS
LIPSTICK ON H' S NECK) after | give
hi m a qui ck bat h.
SHE DABS A NAPKIN I'N HER DRI NK AND CLEANS H M UP.
M A (cont'd)
This is Casey! This is Ben and ny
si ster, Maddie.
EVERYONE SHAKES.
CASEY
(REE BEN S GRIP) Woa. Strong
shake. (TO MA) Better watch what
| say around him Tough guy.

BEN LAUGHS, EMBARRASSED AND FLATTERED.
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BEN
("AW SHUCKS") Tough? [|'m not

tough. | mean | work out a little.
(TOMA) | love this guy.
MADDI E

(TO BEN, SOTTO Wy to play it

cool .

BEN PULLS H MSELF TOGETHER. THE WAl TRESS APPROACHES

W TH MENUS.
WAl TRESS
Your table is ready. Right this
way. .. people whose situation is

very, very good.

THE WAl TRESS STARTS TO LEAD THEM AWAY. M A AND CASEY

FOLLON MADDI E HOLDS BEN BACK.
MADDI E
(QUICKLY, RE: CASEY) His hair's

too long, way too much col ogne,

that | eather bracelet? (EXHALES,

RELI EVED) Ckay, just had to get
t hat out.
THEY FOLLOW THE WAI TRESS AND VEE. . .

CUr TG

(1/B)
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SCENE C

[NT. MADDIE'S LAW OFFI CE - NEXT DAY (DAY 2)
(MADDI E, CLI ENT, ASSI STANT, CASEY)

VE ARE I N MADDI E' S FANCY CORPORATE OFFICE. SHE IS
USHERI NG A CLI ENT OQUT THE DOOR.

MADDI E

It's complicated but | think this
may be the best will ['ve ever drawn
up. | think you'll be very happy
when you drop dead.
THE CLIENT EXITS. MADDI E'S ASSI STANT POPS HER HEAD | N

ASSI STANT
Your sister is on the phone.

MADDI E
(PI CKS UP PHONE) Hel | 0?

| NTERCUT W TH:

| NT. RETAIL STORE -- CONTI NUQUS
(M A, SALESWOVAN)

M A
Hey, |'mso busy with work but |'m
dying to know -- what did you think?
MADDI E
Ch nmy God! Loved him Four and a

hal f stars!
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M A
Wiy not five stars?
MADDI E
(FIRM Five stars is reserved for
Prince Wlliam (THEN) I'IIl be
honest: | went in trying not to be
critical, which was a little
difficult given certain |eather
wri st accessories --
M A
(KNONS ALL TOO WELL) Pl ease, that
Wonder Wnman piece of crap is so
getting thrown out.
MADDI E
But then | really got him | like
him Ben |ikes himtoo.
M A
That | got.
WE SEE MA IN A WDER SHOT. |IT IS NOVCLEAR THAT IS
SHE I N FACT SHOPPI NG AN UPBEAT SALESWOVAN APPROACHES,
CARRYI NG A DRESS.
SALESWOVAN
Found your si ze!
MADDI E
Wiere are you? You said you were
wor Ki ng!
M A
| tel ecormute, Maddie. | can work

from anywhere
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MADDI E
Three years of |aw school, six years
trying to make partner and yet you
get paid while you shop -- there is
no justice.

M A
Look, if you didn't want to be tied
to a desk you shoul d have invented
sonething |ike ne.

MADDI E
(DRI'VES HER CRAZY) You didn't invent
anything! You and your friends
just copied the idea of Evite!

M A
(CORRECTS HER, BY ROTE) Paper Free
Post features stylish customonline
stationery and offers a hip
alternative to first generation
invite websites.

SALESWOVAN
Ooo, that sounds nice.

M A
Thank you. It is. (THEN, INTO

PHONE) |'m so happy you |ike Casey.
( MORE)
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M A (cont'd)

| feel nmuch better now that |'ve

gotten your "sister stanp of

approval ". You'd know how nuch

that nmeant if you ever asked ny

opi ni on about relationship stuff.
MADDI E

Ma, you were fifteen when | started

dating Ben. | asked your opinion,

you were inpressed that he could

drive at night. (THEN) But really,

really happy for you. Casey seens

great.
M A

And you normal ly think the guys |

date are crazy!
MADDI E

He doesn't seemcrazy at all.

JUST THEN CASEY POKES HI'S HEAD IN. MADDI E''S ASSI STANT
GESTURES, "SHOULD | LET HI M | N?"

MADDI E (cont' d)
(SHOCKED) ©h ny God!
CASEY GESTURES THAT SHE SHOULDN T SAY HE' S THERE.
M A
What ?
MADDI E

( COVERI NG)
( MORE)
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MADDI E (cont' d)

Ch nmy CGod, it's 11:34 and nothing
happened. Sonet hi ng usual |y happens
at this tinme but it didn't. Weird,
huh? Love ya bye!

SHE HANGS UP AND WAVES CASEY IN.  END | NTERCUT.

CASEY
Nice work -- you could get a job
with the ClA

MADDI E

Hi !

MADDI E GOES TO GREET CASEY. THERE'S AN AVKWARD BEAT
VHERE THEY AREN T SURE WHETHER TO SHAKE HANDS OR KI SS.
THEY SETTLE FOR A HALF- HUG

CASEY
Sorry about that. | didn't want
anyone to know | was here. 1, uh,

want your advice about Ma. See, |
want to propose.

MADDI E
Huh. Guess you are crazy.

AND VE. ..
CUT TGO

14,
(110
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SCENE D

| NT. MADDIE AND BEN S APARTMENT - LATER (NI GHT 2)
(BEN, MADDIE, M A, CASEY)

THEIR LOFT IS AN I NVITI NG LI GHT-FI LLED SPACE WTH A
SMALL TERRACE. BEN S HAVING A BEER. MADDI E ENTERS.

BEN
Hey babe, how was your day?

MADDI E
Vell, let's see.... | just got back
fromring shopping with Casey.

BEN
I's that to distract fromthe
bracel et ?

MADDI E
Engagenent ring shopping. He cane
to ny office and wanted my advice
on the best way to propose.

BEN
What ?!

MADDI E
| know It's crazy right?!

BEN
Getting married after two nont hs?

What is she, fanous?
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MADDI E
It makes no sense -- so inpul sive.
(SHAKES HEAD) These ki ds today.
BEN
"These kids today"? You should go
on facebook and update your status
to "ol d".
MADDI E
| know | said I'd just be supportive,
but I have to step in.
BEN
| don't know... when you butt in..
it only nakes her do the opposite.
Remenber when she was in coll ege
and you told her not to take that
Spani sh cl ass, what did she do?
MADDI E
Maj or in Spani sh.
BEN
And?
MADDI E
Go to Spain for a year.
BEN
And now how does she pronounce the
name of the co-host on "The Today

Show'" ?
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MADDI E
( EXAGGERATED ACCENT, ROLLED R §)
MerrrrreDith Vie-rrrrra.
BEN
Exactly. How did you | eave things
with Casey?
MADDI E
| just tried to stall. | suggested
i deas for the proposal that woul d
take a while to happen. Like I
said it's always been Ma's dream
to get engaged during the sunmmrer
A ynpics but unfortunately they
aren't until 2012. Stuff like that.
BEN
(CHUCKLES) That's so | ane.
MADDI E
It was not ny best work. But I
just needed to buy sone tinme. (THEN)
| have to talk to her. Before
sonebody does somet hi ng rash.
THERE'S A KNOCK. M A AND CASEY BURST | N, EXCI TED.
M A
Casey just proposed! W' re engaged!
BEN
( EXAGGERATED ACCENT) Dios mio.
FADE QOUT.
END OF ACT ONE
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FADE | N:

[NT. MADDI E AND BEN S APARTMENT -

ACT TWDO
SCENE E

LATER (NI GHT 2)

(BEN, CASEY, MADDI E, M A)

EVERYONE | S AS VE LEFT THEM

MADDI E

VWw. (TO CASEY, SLIGHTLY ACCUSATORY)

You proposed.

CASEY

| know, I'msorry. | so appreciated

all your great ideas but | couldn't
wait for "the perfect moment." |
couldn't wait another second.
MADDI E
(FROZEN SM LE) See? The one tine
I"mnot critical and such wonder f ul
t hi ngs happen.
M A
Do you want to know how he did it?
CASEY
(TO MADDI E) | used your stuff --

could re-enact it if you want.

18,
(11/E)
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MADDI E
Ch, no, that's really okay.
BEN
(CAN' T HELP HI MSELF) 1'd ki nda
li ke to see.
CASEY DROPS TO ONE KNEE. M A STARTS TO 4G GALE.
CASEY
Ma, baby, I know it is not the
sunmer A ynpics, or an election
year or even a census year.
BEN SHOOTS MADDI E A LOCK.  ASHAMED, SHE HANGS HER HEAD.
CASEY (cont'd)
And | don't have a fancy Australian
Opal or the rare Sri Lankan Kadupul
flower that only bl oonms once every
seven years but | hope you wll
take nme anyway. | |ove you and |
can't wait to start our life
together. WIIl you marry ne?
M A
Yes! (SHE PO NTS UP AND DOWN HER
ARM Third tinme you did it and |
still got chills. (THEN, TO OTHERS)
| made himdo it in the elevator.
(THEN) Isn't this great?
MADDI E

It is just such a surprise!
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M A
Not to you. | know you hel ped and
| can't tell you how nuch |
appreci ate that. Though sone of
your ideas were a little wacky.
Wiy did you say | thought the
A ynpi cs and census were ronantic?
MADDI E
(I NVENTI NG ' Cause you're a red-
bl ooded Anerican womnan.
M A
Vell, anyway, |I'mso glad you' re on
board. Next up: Mom and Dad. |
really want themto Iike him but
" mnervous. | nean, you know
Casey. ..
MADDI E/ BEN
Not really. Nope.
M A
| mean | |ove the way he | ooks at
the world, but he can be a bit of
a. ..
CASEY
(UNFAZED) (ddbal I .
M A

(GRATEFUL) Yes. (TO BEN)
( MORE)



"Pilot..." 21.
witer's draft - 1/8/10 (1'1/E)
M A (cont'd)
| was wondering if you' d consider
giving hima few pointers. Coach
hima bit? Mmand Dad | ove you so
much.
BEN
Ch, | don't know --
M A
C non, you owe ne -- the first sunmer
you visited us at the house we'd
rent in Maine? | cleared out of
t he bedroom so you two coul d be
together. | slept in a rowboat!
( MASSAGES AN | MAG NARY PAIN) M/
neck still hurts.
BEN
Fine. This is the fortieth tine
you' ve called in that favor, though.
M A
(PLAYS IT UP) It was just so cold.
BEN
(TO CASEY) |I'mfree for breakfast
t onor r ow.
CASEY
Geat. How s three o'clock sound?
BEN
It sounds late. (THEN) How s eight?
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CASEY
Quchie. Two?
BEN
(FIRM Nine.
CASEY
Ckay, dude. But you owe ne.
M A
Thank you, Ben. This is gonna go
great -- you work with Casey a
little, then tonmorrow night we go
out to a nice dinner, Maddie says
how nmuch she | oves him --
MADDI E
Me? How did | get involved?
CASEY
Hey, at l|east you don't have to
wake up at nine for your thing.
BEN
To be clear, we're neeting at nine.
M A
Maddi e you have to come. You want
this to go well, right? You like
Casey, you're happy for us --
MADDI E

Yeah, about that --
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M A
| need you there. They listen to
you -- you're so obviously their
favorite.
CASEY
['msure that's not true.
BEN M A/ MADDI E
No, it's true. It is. Yeah.
MADDI E
(DEEP BREATH) Look, | do like Casey,
but you m ght not want me naking
the case for you --
M A
You have to. You know how t ough
t hey can be.
MADDI E THI NKS. SHE CGETS AN | DEA.
MADDI E
You' re right. They are tough.
(BEAT) I1'Il be there.
M A
Real ly? Yay! kay! This is
exciting! (THEN, TO CASEY) oo,
we can get started on wedding
pl anning. Gotta pick a date and a
dress and | can start designing our
emai | invitations on (PO NTED TO
MADDI E) ny invention!
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MADDI E ROLLS HER EYES. M A AND CASEY AD- LI B GOODBYE' S

AND EXIT.

What j ust

BEN

happened? | thought you

were against this. Now |I'm having

two neal s

" m bei ng

( ONTO HER)

Ckay, you

tomorrow with this guy.
MADDI E
supportive.
BEN
Nah, that's not it.
MADDI E

think "'mcritical? She's

telling ny parents tonmorrow. They're

way nore critical than | am They

once nade

cry.

( FONDLY)

one of her boyfriends

BEN

| mss that guy. He nade

me seem tough

The poi nt
all the ri
have to.

her happy.

MADDI E
is they're gonna raise
ght objections so | won't
This is perfect -- | nake

My parents tell her

what she's doing is crazy. (THEN

LESS SURE)
ri ght?

They are the crazy ones,

24,
(11/E)
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BEN

What do you nean?

MADDI E
It isjust... ny little sister is...
engaged. It feels alittle weird

bei ng | eapfrogged by her like this.
BEN
You' re the one who said you never
needed to get marri ed.
MADDI E
| didn't. In the beginning we were
too young, then we wanted to get
out of debt, establish our careers,
then all our friends got married,
then all our friends got divorced,
and after a point what we had was
so good, why rock the boat? But I
don't know, are we m ssing sonething?
BEN
Look, | love that we wake up every
day and nake the decision to be
toget her -- not because sone piece
of paper tells us to. | think it's
very romantic.
HE LEANS I N CLOSE TO HER TO MAKE HI S PO NT
MADDI E
You' ve got food on your face.

SHE W PES AWAY A CRUMB.
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AND VE. ..

BEN
No matter what your sister is doing,
what we have is special. Anybody
who knows us, knows we're a great
couple. Everybody is out there
| ooki ng for what we have.

MADDI E
I know.

BEN
(THEN) And hey, what we're doing
is very "in" right now W're |ike
Brad and Angelina except | don't
have to grow weird facial hair for
ny novie roles.

MADDI E

That is the main difference.

CUT TGO

26,
(11/E)
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SCENE H

| NT. COFFEE SHOP - NEXT DAY (DAY 3)
(BEN, CASEY)

BEN AND CASEY ARE | N A BOOTH.
BEN
Alright, we don't have a | ot of
time. 1've got a thing at 9:45.
CASEY
(AMAZED) You got two people to
nmeet you this early?
BEN PRODUCES A PURPLE | NDEX CARD FROM H S JACKET POCKET.
BEN
| have a list of the things you
need to know about the Putneys.
It's gleaned fromscrew ups |I've
made and a |ot of the tragic errors
that 1've watched M a's boyfriends
make over the years. (HANDS H M
THE CARD) Many good nen have died
to bring you this infornmation.
CASEY
(SOMBER) | understand. (LOOKS AT
CARD) Wow, this is a lot of stuff.
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BEN
Vell, I own a hotel. And it's
successful because |I'm good at
pi cking up on people's wants and
needs. | treat Maddie's parents
li ke a couple of clients. You should
do the sanme. Like, what do you do?
CASEY
| play in an avant garde netal band
that has a performance art conponent.
BEN
(TRYING So pretend you own a hotel
(OFF CARD) Let's see... their dad
is a huge grammar snob. Try not to
end a sentence on a preposition.
Do you ever say "conprise" when you
mean "conpose"?
CASEY
Those aren't really the kind of
words | use. (THEN) Hey, does
your hotel ever have events where
t hey need a band?
BEN
No. Never. (THEN) Onh, and do
yoursel f a favor. Don't give Ms.

Put ney your enmil address.
( MORE)
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BEN (cont' d)
That woman has never net a cutesy
emai| she hasn't forwarded. What
el se? They'll say you can cal
themby their first names but they
don't mean it. Conplinent her
scarves -- she considers them her
signature accessory. Don't bring
up cruises -- they had a bad buffet
experi ence once.
BEN S BLACKBERRY DI NGS. HE CHECKS | T.
BEN (cont' d)
And it's another email fromMs.
Putney. This one is dogs and kids
nappi ng together. (CAN T HELP IT,
SMLES) It's actually pretty cute.
HE PUTS THE BLACKBERRY AVWAY AND RETURNS TO HI S LECTURE
BEN (cont' d)
Saf e topics are wi ne, theater and
t he Yankees. Topics to avoid include
the Suprene Court and any novie
made after 1960.
CASEY
VWw. This sounds like a ot of
wor K.
BEN
( PLEASED SOVEONE NOTICED) It is!
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CASEY
(HANDS | NDEX CARD BACK) | think
["1l just be nyself and hopefully
they will like nme and if not..
BEN
[f not, what? What's the end of

t hat sentence?

CASEY SHRUGS, "WHAT CAN YQU DO?"

AND VE. ..

BEN (cont' d)
(FASCI NATED) You really don't care
if they like you?

CASEY
| mean | hope that's not the case
but what can you do? It doesn't
really affect ny life. Ma is the
one | am marrying.

BEN
So you just go through life not
worried about what peopl e think,
not scared of saying the wong thing?
How do you do that?

CASEY
(SHRUGS) Dunno. Just do.

BEN
If you ever figure it out could you

put it on an index card?

CUT TGO

30.
(11/H)
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SCENE J

| NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT (NI GHT 3)
(BEN, CASEY, JCEL, MADDIE, MA, VI CKY)

MADDI E, BEN, M A AND CASEY ARE AT A TABLE. THERE ARE
TWO FREE SEATS BETWEEN MADDIE AND MA. M A FI DCGETS.

CASEY
(TOMA) Babe, you seem nervous.
M A
| just want this to go well. |
| ove you -- | want themto |ove
you, too.
MADDI E
And they probably will. But let's
be realistic -- you can't expect
everyone to be a supportive as |
am
M A
When they cone, let Momsit next to
you. | want her to be in a good
nood.

THE PARENTS, JOEL AND VI CKY PUTNEY (50' S-60"S, WELL-
GROOMVED, A BI'T I NTI M DATI NG APPROACH.

M A (cont'd)

OCh God, here they are. (TO CASEY)
( MORE)
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M A (cont'd)
Just be yourself. (BLURTS) But
better! I'msorry! But | nean it!
MADDI E
(TO BEN, RE: HER MOM Aw, she's
wearing that scarf you got her.
M A
(TO BEN) Suck up
BEN
Jeal ous.
M A
(HATES HERSELF) | am
JOEL AND VI CKY ARRI VE AT THE TABLE
VI CKY
Sorry we're late. It took us forever
to get here. Your father is on a
huge wal ki ng j ag.
JCEL
No, I'mon a huge "not paying for
taxi s" jag because our net worth
went on a huge "l osing seventy five
percent of itself" jag. And you're
on an "acting like it didn't happen”
j ag.
M A
Vell, if it helps dinner is on us

toni ght.
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VI CKY
That's for sure. He's started
"forgetting” his wallet at hone.
JCEL
(BAD ACTI NG PATS H MSELF) Ch son
of a gun, you're right. | don't
have it.
M A
(PO NTS) Mm | thought you'd sit
there.
VI CKY
(G DDY) Next to Maddie!
CASEY
(SOTTO, TO BEN) Ww, you weren't
ki ddi ng.
BEN NODS.
M A
Ckay. Mm Dad, this is Casey.
CASEY GETS UP AND SHAKES THEI R HANDS.
CASEY
G eat to nmeet you, Joel. Victoria.

SURPRI SED, THEY SHARE A LOCK. BEN SHAKES H S HEAD AND
SLI DES H S PURPLE | NDEX CARD OVER TO CASEY.

BEN

(JUMPING IN) M. and Ms. Putney!
JCEL/ VI CKY

How are you, Ben? Geat to see

you.
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BEN
Nice to see you getting some use
out of that scarf.
JCEL
It really is beautiful. | was

shocked no one on eBay wanted it.

VI CKY
Oh, before | forget, Casey -- |et
me get your email. | find it is

t he best way to conmuni cate.
CASEY
It is facehunper, one word --
M A
(JUWPING IN) He doesn't have an
emai | .
A WAl TRESS DELI VERS SOVE CHAMPAGNE TO THE TABLE.
VI CKY
Ch, this is nice. What's the
occasi on?
M A NUDGES MADDI E FOR HELP
MADDI E
Un Ma has news.
M A TAKES A GLASS AND STANDS TO MAKE HER ANNOUNCEMENT.
VI CKY
(GASPS, SUPER- EXCI TED) WMaddie and

Ben are getting married!

34,
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MADDI E
What ? Why would that be Ma's news?
That doesn't even make sense!
M A
Yeah, like | don't have anything of
ny own goi ng on?
MADDI E
And all of a sudden you're desperate
for us to get married?
CASEY
WAait, you guys aren't married? Wy
not ?
BEN
Not the time, buddy.
VI CKY
I"msorry. | guess | m sunderstood.
JCEL
Can we please hear the news that |
wal ked ei ghty-five bl ocks for?
M A
Vell, this is not the exact nood I
wanted to strike but 1'mgetting
married.
VI CKY
To who?
JCEL
( CORRECTI NG)  Wiom
CASEY STANDS.
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CASEY
To nel

HE HOLDS QUT H S ARM5S FOR A HUG NO ONE RESPONDS. BEN
STANDS AND HUGS H M

BEN
(IN THE HUG Sit down now.
CASEY, BEN AND M A SIT.

M A
So that's the news. | amsettling
down... man of ny dreanms... (OFF

THEI R NON- RESPONSE)  Thought s?
MADDI E
(PROWTING Pretty crazy, huh?

VI CKY AND JCEL LOOK AT EACH OTHER FOR A BEAT. IT IS
NOT CLEAR VHICH WAY IT IS GO NG TO GO. THEN. ..

VI CKY

I't's wonderful.
JCEL

"' mso happy for you, punpkin.
M A

Yay!

SHE KI SSES CASEY.

MADDI E

(FLOORED) Heh?
VI CKY

What a wonderful surprise! You

f ound | ove!



"Pilot..." 37.
witer's draft - 1/8/10 (11/73)
MADDI E
(WTH JUDGMVENT) Yeah, |ike |ast
Tuesday.
M A
Si s, what are you doi ng here?
MADDI E
(REELING Reacting to a shocking
| ack of parental... mate-vetting.
Wiere are the parents who nade the
boyfriend cry? This doesn't seem
i nsanely fast to you?
JCEL
Vel |, not everyone is gonna wait
fifteen years.
VI CKY
(CHUCKLES) Darling, stop.
MADDI E
I's that directed at nme?
JCEL
No, it's directed at Kurt Russel
and Col di e Hawn.
THE PARENTS CHUCKLE
M A
Hey, guys, this is ny monment. |
just got engaged. Make fun of Maddie
when she gets engaged. |n 2044.
JOEL AND VI CKY LAUGH. CASEY JO NS I N.
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MADDI E
You're new -- you don't get to |augh!
VI CKY
Don't be so sensitive, dear. W' ve
cone to accept your choices.
MADDI E
I"msorry is our not being married
sonet hing you tal k about ?
M A, JCEL AND VI CKY NOD.
MADDI E (cont' d)
You' ve never put any pressure on us
at all.
VI CKY
Vel |, the therapist said --
MADDI E
Therapi st? Therapi sts have been
consul t ed?!
JCEL
| think we are getting off track.
W' re | osing sight of the fact that
our little Ma is gonna wal k down
the aisle... in what | trust wll
be an intimate, nodest affair in
keeping with the financial realities
of the day.
MADDI E
Ckay, well great. Then let's just

cel ebrate. (RAISES GLASS) To haste!
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BEN

(WARNI NG  Honey.
MADDI E

["msorry but I can't understand

why we're being nocked. Call ne

ol d-fashioned but | think it's

appropriate to apply a little thought

bef ore maki ng huge |ife choices.

But you? You get an idea in your

head and you need to junp

i medi ately. There's no patience

anynore. Everybody needs instant

gratification. | blane the internet!
M A

Where is this comng fron? You

hel ped Casey plan the proposal.
MADDI E

| didn't want to be the bad guy but

| thought (RE: PARENTS) sonebody

woul d have the sense to say this is

crazy. | mean you haven't even been

t oget her | ong enough for you to

feel confortable telling him how

much his | eather bracel et sucks.
CASEY

(HOLDS UP WRI ST, | NCREDULQUS) This?
BEN

Nah, can't be that one.
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M A
VW may not have been together |ong,
but we know each ot her.
MADDI E
Real ly? What's his favorite novie?
Favorite color? Flavor of ice creanf
BEN
Hey, we've been together nine years
and we don't even know stuff |ike
favorite ice cream
MADDI E

| absolutely know your favorite ice

cream
BEN

How? | don't even have a favorite.
MADDI E

M nt chip.
BEN

(REALI ZES, AMAZED) It is nint chip.
M A

This is so insulting. Does it nmake

you feel better to use your |awer

logic and grill us |ike sone kind

of (EXAGGERATED ACCENT) GCerrrral do

Riverrrra?

CASEY LOOKS AT M A, "WHERE DI D THAT COVE FROM?"

MADDI E

(TO CASEY) Yeah, get used to that.
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VI CKY
Grls, please. W don't fight in
front of conpany.
MADDI E
" Conpany"?! You nean ny brother-in-
| aw?!
BEN
Ckay, let's just cal mdown.
M A
(TO MADDI E, RILED UP) This is what
[ want .
MADDI E
So then you have to have it, right
away. Wiy does it have to be now?
BEN
(FIRM  Honey, stop.
MADDI E
No, I'msorry, why in the world
does she have to get married right
now?!
BEN
( EXASPERATED BLURT) Because she's
pr egnant!

EVERYONE STARES AT BEN. FOR THE GUY WHO | S USUALLY SO
CAREFUL I N FRONT OF THE PUTNEYS, HE'S BLOMN I T BI G Tl ME.

FADE QOUT.
END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
SCENE K

| NT. RESTAURANT -- MOVENTS LATER (NI GHT 3)
(BEN, CASEY, JCEL, MADDIE, MA, VI CKY)

EVERYONE | S AS WE LEFT THEM
VI CKY
| can't believe this.
MADDI E

You' re pregnant?

M A
Yes, I'msorry | didn't nmention it
earlier -- | was trying to think of

the perfect way for Ben to say it.
CASEY
Yeah, dude. Maybe put, "Don't bl ow
the big secret,” on your card.
BEN
| don't know what cane over ne.
MADDI E
(TENTATIVE) Well... this is good
news. Right? Are you happy?
VI CKY

| ' mecstatic.

42.
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MADDI E
Vel |, sure. You just |oooove
ever yt hi ng.
M A

Yes, |'m happy! Very happy! Over
the frickin' moon -- (TO CASEY, RE
BEN) | can't believe you told him

CASEY
I"msorry! W were bonding... he
was giving ne all this advice... it

was real early in the norning.

JCEL
(TO CASEY) So you knocked up one
daughter (TO BEN) and you won't
marry the other. A couple of princes
here. Does one of you want to hold
me down while the other kicks ne in
the stonmach?

M A
Wonderful . (TO CASEY, BEN, MADDI E)
Thank you, and you, and you for
orchestrating this precious nonent.

MADDI E
Wuld | have said anything if |I'd
known you were pregnant? Wy didn't

you tell ne the truth?
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M A
Because | was worried you woul d be
j udgnmental and not supportive --
exactly how you' ve been tonight!
O course you didn't really think
us getting married so soon was a
good idea -- it's not exactly what
you' ve done, so it nust be wong!
CASEY
(TO THE PARENTS) You guys shoul d
know, marrying, having a kid...
it's all stuff we know we woul d
have done eventually. This just
speeds things up a little.
JCEL
(SOFTENING Well, if there's one
thing our reversals of the |ast
year have taught us, it's that life
is short, and you should grab al
the joy you can find when you find
it. That and how depressing powdered
mlk tastes.
VI CKY
And this truly is joyous. There's
so much to | ook forward to. | wanna
tal k about the weddi ng and (MELTS)
a grandchild! WMaddie, switch seats

so Ma can sit next to ne.
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CASEY
(SOTTO, TO BEN) That seens ngjor.
BEN
(SOTTO) Huge. Never happened.
M A
(STILL UPSET) You know what, nonf
Anot her time. (PO NTED) Maybe
sonepl ace where I'mnot feeling so
j udged.
SHE GETS UP AND HEADS FOR THE EXIT.
CASEY
Do | foll ow?
THE OTHERS
Yes.

CASEY CROSSES OFF AFTER M A.

MADDI E
(STANDS) Well, | guess we should --
BEN STANDS AS VAELL.
JCEL
Sorry, kids, but we still haven't

ironed out the matter of the bill

ANNOYED, MADDI E DROPS SOVE CASH ON THE TABLE.

JOEL (cont'd)
(COUNTS MONEY, TO VICKY) oo, |
think we'll be able to take the
subway hone!

MADDI E AND BEN HEAD OQUT AND WE. ..

CUr TG

45.
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SCENE M

I NT. TAXICAB - LATER (NI GHT 3)
(BEN, CASEY, MADDI E, M A)

BEN IS I N THE FRONT SEAT OF A CAB. CASEY IS IN THE
BACK, SANDW CHED BETWEEN THE TWO SI STERS WHO STARE OUT
THEI R RESPECTI VE W NDOWS, NOT TALKI NG
CASEY
Ww, this is tense.
NO ONE RESPONDS.
CASEY (cont'd)
Soneti mes when you say "this is
tense" it breaks the tension. (BEAT)
But clearly not in this case.
ANOTHER BEAT.
M A
(STARTLED GASP) Ahhh! The baby
just ki cked!
CASEY/ BEN MADDI E
Ch nmy God! What? Really?!
BEN
Has t hat ever happened before?

M A

No, it's the first tine.
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MADDI E
(BREAKING DOWN) It's because you're

upset with nme -- | did this. (TO
BELLY) [|'msorry, baby. |'m not
usually like this. 1 just felt so
attacked -- everyone was judging

our relationship and I had no idea
and I'mno | onger the favorite which
of course doesn't matter but sadly
does. Don't judge ne, baby. | need
you on ny side.
SHE LOOKS AT M A
MADDI E (cont' d)
I"mso sorry | ruined your big night.
Wio am | to say what's right for
you? | clearly don't know anyt hi ng.
M A

That's not true. You're very smart.

MADDI E
(WEEPY) | just test well. (THEN)
| think part of it is -- it feels

wei rd you doing sonmething first. |
normal Iy blaze the trail for you
I"myour big sister. That's ny

j ob.
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M A
But you've done that -- what you
two have -- that's what |'ve wanted

for years.
A BEAT AS MADDI E ABSORBS THI S.
MADDI E
Can I...?
SHE REACHES ACRCSS AND PUTS HER HAND ON M A'S STOVACH
M A
(SHEEPI SH) Yeah, | lied. [It's way
too soon to feel the baby kick.
was just trying to stop the fight.
You' re just touching ny Spanx.
MADDI E
(1 MPRESSED) Mani pul ati ve but
ef fective.
M A
Be honest with me. Having all this
happen at once -- a marriage, a
baby -- do you think I'm making a
m st ake?
MADDI E
| think one of the best things about
you is that you are fearless. You
just go for it. 1 wish I could be
nore |ike that instead over-anal yzing
every decision to death. (THEN)

Do you think I am maki ng a m st ake?
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M A
(VERY TOUCHED) You want ny opinion?
Ch my God -- |I've dreamed of this
day. You want to know what | think!
MADDI E
So what do you think?
M A
(STILL THRILLED) No i dea!
MADDI E
You know we never got to eat. Wanna
grab sone food and we can tal k about
your weddi ng dress?
M A
Fun! | would love that. | think
["1l probably just end up altering
nom s dress. (OFF HER FACE) What?
You | ook judgnental again. You
hate that idea?
MADDI E
No, | love it. That's why | always
said if | got married that's what |
woul d wear .
I T GETS TENSE AGAI N.
CASEY
Ch, we were so close. (GETS AN
| DEA, HAND ON M A'S STOVACH) Hey,
I think the baby's kicking again.
FADE QOUT.
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SCENE P
TAG
FADE | N:

NT. MADDIE AND BEN S APARTMENT - LATER
(BEN, MADDI E)

MADDI E AND BEN ARE SNUGGELI NG ON THE COUCH, WATCHI NG TV.
BEN
You know what | realized tonight?
You say the wong thing, it's not
the end of the world. Maybe in the
future I worry a little | ess about
of fendi ng your parents. (PATS
H MSELF) | think I can throw out
that stupid -- (H' S FACE DRAINS OF
COLOR) Oh no.

CUrT TGO
| NT. RESTAURANT - EARLI ER THAT NI GHT
(JOEL, VI CKY)
VI CKY AND JOEL GLARE AT BEN S PURPLE | NDEX CARD.
JCEL
(READING He thinks he's funny?
VI CKY
(READING She's a little bit racist?
FADE QOUT.

END OF SHOW
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