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ACT ONE
FADE | N:

1 EXT. NEW YORK SKYLINE - N GHT 1

SHOTS OF NEW YORK CI TY AT N GHT.
NARRATOR (V. Q)

Kids, this is the story of how | net

your dad. The story starts in 2014,

when | was 27 years old. | know, you
guys are probably picturing a 27 year
old version of how | am now...

CUT TO

2 | NT. KITCHEN - DAY - FANTASY 2

FANTASY BORDER AROUND THE FRAME. SALLY JAVITS, 27,
SHARPLY- DRESSED, | MPECCABLY- CO FFED, EXPERTLY COCKS
AN AVAZI NG MEAL, WHI LE SHE TALKS ON HER BLUETOOTH

AN ASSI STANT SWOOPS | N W TH A DOCUMENT TO SI GN

SHE SIGNS IT. ANOTHER SWOOPS IN WTH A Pl E CHART

FOR HER TO APPROVE. THUMBS UP. A "WOVAN OF THE
YEAR' BACKDROP | S WHEELED | N BEH ND HER, AS DI GNI FI ED
LADI ES PUT A MEDAL ARCUND HER NECK. FLASHBULBS.
APPLAUSE. SHE MODESTLY ACKNOALEDGES THE HONCR

W THOUT SKI PPI NG A BEAT COOKI NG

NARRATOR (V. Q)
Thi s dynam ¢, hyper-conpetent
renai ssance wonman who's got it al
figured out, loved and admred by her
peers, respected even by her detractors--
FUTURE SALLY'S SON (V. Q)

Un we get it, nom Move it al ong.
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NARRATOR (V. Q)
( CLEARS THROAT, EMBARRASSED). Ri ght.
Sorry. Point is, at age 27, | wasn't
exactly...marriage materi al .
HARD CUT TO
| NT. BAR - NI GHT

SALLY BURSTS IN. SHE LOCKS GREAT -- POSI Tl VELY
CARBONATED, FULL OF LI FE AND HEART -- BUT LET'S BE
REAL: IF SHE'S NOT A HOT MESS, SHE'S AT LEAST A
VERY WARM ONE. SHE' S ALREADY A COUPLE DRI NKS I N. ..

SALLY
Attention New York drunk people...of
New York! Mnanme's Sally Javits.
FREEZE- FRAIVE.
NARRATOR (V. Q)
That's ne.
UNFREEZE.
SALLY
And this is Juliet Thorpe.
JULI ET ENTERS DRESSED TO THE NI NES: LOTSA BLI NG
SHADES. . . THE WORKS. SHE RAI SES HER ARMS5, PO NTER

FI NGERS TO THE HEAVENS. JULIET IS A GOOD Tl ME, ALL
THE TI ME. FREEZE.

NARRATOR (V. O.)
And that's Aunt Juliet.
UNFREEZE.
SALLY
This girl right here just secured
capital for a brand new web-site that's

gonna change the worl d!
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THE BAR TOTALLY | GNORES THEM
SALLY ( CONT' D)
Let me try that again: Tequila shots
for everyone, on us!
THE BAR ERUPTS | N CHEERS.
MJSI C. "THAT' S NOT MY NAME" BY THE TI NG Tl NGS
QUI CK SERIES OF CELLPHONE SHOTS:

--SALLY AND JULI ET DO SHOTS W TH BAR PATRONS.
--JULI ET SEES A HANDSOME MAN ACROSS THE ROOM . .
--SALLY RI DES A MECHANI CAL BULL.

--JULI ET MAKES QUT W TH THE HANDSOVE MAN. . .

--SALLY AND JULI ET TRADE BREAK- DANCE MOVES AS PECPLE
CHEER.

--JULI ET AND THE HANDSOVE MAN ARGUE DRANMATI CALLY. ..
--SALLY SLI CES OPEN CHAMPAGNE W TH A LARGE SWORD.

--JULI ET SAYS A TEARFUL GOCDBYE TO THE HANDSOVE
MAN, HANDS A RI NG BACK TO H M

--SALLY AND JULI ET LI GHT SHOTS ON FI RE!

- - SEVERAL ANNOYED NYC FI REMEN PUT QUT A FIRE FOR A
SHEEPI SH JULI ET AND SALLY.

--THE FI REMEN (SOVE OF THEM SHI RTLESS) DRI NK AND
PARTY W TH SALLY AND JULI ET.

NARRATOR (V. Q)
Hard to believe, but this was just a
normal Tuesday night for us. |In fact,
Aunt Juliet later called that night,
and | quote: "Boring."

CUT TO
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4 | NT. GAVIN AND SALLY'S APARTMENT - NI GHT

MODEST APARTMENT | N QUEENS. SALLY STUMBLES I N,
DRUNK, TRYI NG TO UNDRESS AS SHE GOES.

SALLY
Must get boot off. Cannot get boot
off. (THEN) Ckay boot. You can stay.
SHE COLLAPSES ONTO HER BED.
SALLY ( CONT' D)
God. ..l love being married!

REVEAL HER HUSBAND, GAVI N ( PREPPY, DRI VEN, SUCCESS-
ORI ENTED), WHO GROANS. HE LOOKS AT THE CLOCK.

GAVI N
Sally, it's four in the norning.
SALLY
You're four in the norning. (G GAES)
GAVI N
That doesn't even make sense.
SALLY
Sorry, it was Juliet's special night!
GAVI N
Every night is Juliet's special night.
SALLY
And then it becane ny special night.
And then it was both our special nights.
And we net a bunch of people and then
it was all our special nights. Cuess
the only person whose special night it

wasn't is M. Droolypillow



HOWI1 MET YOUR DAD - "PILOT"
SECOND DRAFT - 1/31/14

SHE TI CKLES HM TRYING TO GET H M TO LAUGH  HE

DCESN T.
GAVI N
Sally, I've got a real job now That
| have to be at. |In three hours.
SALLY

| know, | know. (BEAT) It's just
nice knowng | can go out, crazy it
up, and know that you'll be here waiting
for me. And you always will be, for
the rest of ny life.
SHE SM LES, SUPER CONTENT.
NARRATOR (V. Q)
Three days later, | was single again.
SMASH CUT TO
5 MAILN TITLES

CUT TO
6 | NT. DANNY AND TODD' S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

CHYRON: THREE DAYS LATER. ..
THE ROOM | S GORGEQUSLY APPO NTED AND PERFECT.
SALLY' S BROTHER DANNY ( NEAT, TYPE A, ALVAYS PERFECT,
|F A BIT UPTI GHT) AND HI S HUSBAND, TODD (WARM A
HUGCER, ALWAYS SUPPORTI VE) OPEN THE DOOR TO SALLY,
WHO HOLDS SUI TCASES. SALLY SN FFLES.
SALLY
Thank you guys for letting nme crash.
It'Il only be a few nights.
DANNY

Hey. Come on. You're ny sister.
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TODD
And that nakes you ny sister, too,
princess. Stay as long as you like.
OFF DANNY, SM LI NG WARM.Y. . .
CUT TO

7 | NT. DANNY AND TODD S KI TCHEN - DAY

QUT OF SALLY'S EARSHOT, DANNY IS NOW SUPER TENSE.
DANNY
"As long as you like?!'"™ Todd, do you
have any idea how long "As | ong as you
l[ike" is with Sally? Infinity. (DAWI NG
HORROR) She's never |eaving...
FREEZE- FRAME ON DANNY' S STRI CKEN LOCK.
NARRATOR (V. Q)
Here's a little secret about your Uncle
Danny. You m ght | ook at Uncl e Danny
now and you see an old man, but once

upon a tinme... he was always ol d.

CUT TO
8 YEARBOOK PHOTOS

DANNY I N A SERIES OF CLUB PHOTOS FROM HI GH SCHOOL:
"MAH JONG CLUB. " "VARSI TY SHUFFLEBOARD. " " STUDENTS
AGAI NST SKATEBQARDI NG. "
NARRATOR (V. Q)
Even in high school. It was a problem

PHOTO FLASH TQ



HOWI1 MET YOUR DAD - "PILOT"
SECOND DRAFT - 1/31/14
9 PHOTO 9

SALLY, JULIET, AND TODD AT A COLLEGE PARTY. TODD
'S A SH RTLESS PUNK: PLATI NUM BLOND, DRUNK AND W LD.

NARRATOR (V. Q)
| thought setting Danny up with Todd,
nmy craziest friend fromcoll ege, m ght
| oosen himup a little. Nope.
PHOTO FLASH TGO
10 CHRI STMAS CARD PHOTO 10

DANNY AND TODD | N MATCHI NG SWEATERS BY A FI REPLACE.
NARRATOR (V. Q)
Uncl e Todd just got sucked right into
Danny's bl ack hol e of grown-up-ed-ness.
BACK TO
11 | NT. DANNY _AND TODD S KI TCHEN - DAY 11

UNFREEZE. TODD RUBS DANNY' S BACK, CALM NG H M DOMA.
TODD
Sally does things differently. That's
what's so great about her. It doesn't
mean she's doi ng things wong.
DANNY
Oh, Sally never does anything "wong!"
Especially according to our parents.
Renmenber the wedding they threw her
for a marriage that has turned out to
| ast |l ess than a year?

FLASHBACK TGO
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12

13

14

15

QUI CK SERI ES OF WEDDI NG PHOTOS: 12

OQUTSI DE A CHURCH, WEDDI NG GUESTS WAVE SKYWARD AS

SALLY AND GAVI N FLOAT AVWAY IN A HOT Al R BALLOON

TOMNMRD A SINGLE WORD I N SKY-WRI TI NG "FOREVER. .."
BACK TO

| NT. DANNY AND TODD S KI TCHEN - CONTI NUQUS 13

DANNY CONTI NUES, AS TODD LI STENS:
DANNY
And what did ny parents get us for our
weddi ng?
FLASHBACK TO.
| NT. DANNY AND TODD S APARTMENT - FLASHBACK 14

DANNY AND TODD, | N TUXES, OPEN A WEDDI NG G FT.
I NSI DE THE LARGE BOX IS ONE SMALL G FT CERTI FI CATE.

BACK TO
| NT. DANNY AND TODD S KI TCHEN - BACK TO PRESENT 15

DANNY SHAKES HI S HEAD BI TTERLY.

DANNY
A gift certificate to Aive Garden
Wth the words: "Good luck." Period.
Not even an excl amati on point.

TODD
Look, Sally needs our support.

DANNY
You support her too nmuch! You cal
her "princess" or "angel" or "muffin."
Sally's not four, an ethereal being,

or a pastry, Todd!
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16

TODD
Fine, I won't call her those things.
But give her a chance. She's grown up
alot lately. Let's get out there and
see how Sweet Pea's doing.

TODD EXITS, DANNY JUST SHAKES H S HEAD.

CUT TO
| NT. DANNY AND TODD' S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY 16

DANNY AND TODD ENTER. THE ROOM | S SUDDENLY A
Dl SASTER, SALLY'S CRAP EVERYWHERE. SHE SETS OUT A
SPREAD OF MESSY FAST FOOD DANGEROUSLY NEAR THE COUCH
SALLY

(RE: TAKEQUT) This is a "Confort Food

Tour"™ of Manhattan. Popeye's. Hunan

Bal cony. Ray's Pizza... |'mgonna be

eating a |l ot over the next few weeks.

Part of mny process.

SALLY DRI PS A LI TTLE SAUCE ON THE COUCH.  DANNY
STI FLES A GASP. SALLY DABS AT I T WTH A NAPKI N.

SALLY ( CONT' D)
Spilling is also part of ny process.
Sorry Danny, |'m ki nda shaky.
DANNY
Just take a deep breath..
SALLY
(DEEP BREATH) Thanks, that hel ps.
TODD

He was talking to hinself, sweetie.
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17

REVEAL DANNY SCRUBBI NG THE STAIN, BREATHI NG DEEPLY.
TODD ( CONT' D)
Do you wanna tal k about you and Gavi n?
SALLY
| feel bad. You guys don't wanna hear
all this stuff...

A HUGE GLOB OF NOODLES ESCAPES SALLY'S CHOPSTI CKS.
SHE CATCHES THEM I N HER HAND. DANNY AUDI BLY GASPS.

SALLY ( CONT' D)
Don't worry Danny! Caught the noodl es.
(PROUD) Todd, | caught 'em

TODD
(AMAZED) You are literally a noodle-
catching angel on this earth.

SALLY
Yeah, well tell that to Gavin. You
know what he cal | ed nme?

FLASHBACK TO.

| NT. GAVIN AND SALLY'S KITCHEN - FLASHBACK

GAVI N AND SALLY ARE I N A HEATED ARGUMENT.
GAVI N
You're a slob, Sally! Dishes
everywhere, dirty laundry. And you
al ways | eave cabi net doors open! For
a while, I thought we had a poltergeist.

W DER, WE SEE EVERY CABI NET DOOR IS W DE OPEN.

17

10.
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18

19

20

SALLY
|"msorry if | |eave a door open now
and then. 1've been busy!

BACK TQ
| NT. DANNY AND TODD S APARTMENT - BACK TO SCENE

SALLY PIGS QUT. BEH ND HER, DANNY TURNS TO TODD
DANNY
(MOUTHI NG SI LENTLY) Busy doi ng what ?
SALLY
And then, do you know what he had the
nerve to ask nme?
FLASHBACK TO
| NT. GAVIN AND SALLY'S APARTMENT - FLASHBACK

THE FI GHT CONTI NUES QUT | NTO THE LI VI NG ROOM
GAVI N
Busy doi ng what?! Wat happened to
you getting a job?
BACK TO
| NT. DANNY AND TODD' S LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

AS THEY WERE.
DANNY
A job, at age 27? Gavin lives in a
fantasy world! ("CASUAL") How are ya
keepi n" yoursel f busy nowadays?
SALLY
| didn't tell you?
FREEZE FRANME.

18

19

20

11.
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21

NARRATOR (V. Q)
OCh God. This is so enbarrassi

ng.

Kids, what | said next was dead serious.

UNFREEZE.
SALLY

"' m gonna be a food personality.

VWait'll Gavin sees nme on The Today

Show making ny healthy fried chicken

bi scuits for diabetic people:

"Thank

you, Sally, for ny |ow bl ood sugar!™

"Un you're totally wel cone, EUTURE

AVERI CAl" Plus Todd's a chef,

he's

gonna help ne get ny foot in the door!

DANNY SHOOTS TODD A LOOK LI KE, "WHAT?!"

TODD

Sally's so loving and so passi

onat e,

maki ng great food will be a no-brainer!

DANNY

That really is... a no brainer.

SALLY

Oh! Then this was the kicker--

FLASHBACK TO

| NT. GAVIN AND SALLY'S APARTMENT - FLASHBACK

THE FI GHT CONTI NUES.
GAVI N

You can't go out every night,

You're not in college anynore.

Sally.

21

12.
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SALLY
Yeah, in college | could actually touch
things in ny own apartnent.

GAVI N
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

SALLY GOES OVER TO GAVI N S BEAUTI FUL W NE FRI DGE,
OPENS THE DOOR, STARTS TOUCHI NG VARI QUS BOTTLES.

GAVI N ( CONT' D)
Don't touch that.
SALLY
(DEFI ANT) Let's have sonme w ne.
GAVI N
Sally, we don't drink those. Those
are investnent w nes!

BACK TO

22 | NT. DANNY AND TODD S APARTMENT - NI GHT 22

SALLY CONTI NUES:
SALLY
(DI SBELI EF) | nvestnent. W nes.
FLASHBACK TGO

23 | NT. GAVIN AND SALLY'S KITCHEN - N GHT - FLASHBACK 23

SALLY KEEPS TOUCHI NG BOTTLES. GAVIN MAKES A NO SE
W TH EACH BOTTLE, LIKE SHE' S PLAYI NG AN | NSTRUVENT.

GAVI N
Stop. In a few years, ooh, stop, the
re-sal e val ue, ah-- Ughgshgno! Sally!

FI NALLY, GAVI N MOVES HER AVAY FROM THE CABI NET.

13.
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24

GAVI N ( CONT' D)
It's time to grow up. Renenber we
tal ked about "The Cut-Of?" "The Cut-
Of" is age 27.

BACK TO
| NT. DANNY AND TODD' S LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT
AS THEY WERE.
SALLY
The Cut-off is not 27 years ol d!
TODD
Totally! Look at Gol di e Hawn!
SALLY
She is in her 60s and she still wears...
SALLY/ TODD

Wi te | eat her pants!
SALLY AND TODD HI GH FI VE.
DANNY
| nmean, yeah, | nmade partner at the
law firmwhen | was 27, but everyone's
on a different schedule, right?
SALLY
Exactly! Ckay, good talk, boys. Can
| dunp ny stuff in the guest roonf?
TODD
Yeah. About that...
SALLY FLI NGS OPEN THE DOCR TO THE GUEST ROOM ..
CUT TO

24

14.
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25 | NT. NURSERY - NI GHT

... THAT I'S NOW A BABY NURSERY. A BEAT.
SALLY
(REALI ZING) ©Ch my god. .. AHHHHHH!
SALLY JUWPS UP AND DOMN AND HUGS THEM
SALLY ( CONT' D)
Details! Details!
DANNY
It's a girl in Delaware...eight and a
hal f nonths pregnant. She saw our ad
on the open adoption website, we net
her a few weeks ago, and..
DANNY SHOAS SALLY A PI C OF AN ULTRASOUND.
SALLY
Ch, you're gonna be daddies! And I'm
gonna be the cool est aunt!
TODD
(LAUGHS) Yeah, you are!
SALLY
We're doing this! | love you, guys!

SALLY HUGS THEM AGAI N, THEN LOOKS AT THE ULTRASOUND
ONE MORE TIME. .. AND GETS A LI TTLE FORLORN.

NARRATOR (V. Q)
| was so excited for Uncle Danny and
Uncle Todd. But it nmade ne reali ze..

CUT TGO
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26 | NT. BAR - NI GHT

SALLY HAS A DRI NK W TH JULI ET.

SALLY

['ll never have kids with Gavin. That's

gone. This is hard.

JULI ET
(STILTED) I know, sweetie. |'mso
sorry you and Gavin are no nore.

JULIET'S FACE | S MAKI NG A STRANGE EXPRESSI ON.
NOSTRI LS FLARE AND HER LI PS UNDULATE.

SALLY

Juliet. What is your face doi ng?
JULI ET

(STILTED) Onh Sally, what do you nean?
SALLY

Your face. It's doing this:

HER

SALLY M M CS EXACTLY WHAT JULIET'S FACE IS DO NG

SALLY (CONT' D)
You | ook...constipated, or about to

snheeze-- wait, are you trying not to

smle? I|I'mgetting a divorce and you're

trying not to smle?!

JULI ET
(STILTED) No, mny face is making an
appropriate frown because this is a

horri ble situation.

26

16.
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JULI ET

SALLY
Stop it, I know you're happy. Relax
your face and crap out a smle already.
LETS LOOSE WTH A G ANT GRI N.

JULI ET

BYE, Gavin! So long, nmean and critical

grouchy Gavin! (ROBOT VOCE) "I'm
Gavin. I|I'maerating ny wwne. |'m
hol ding a docunent. |I'mweirdly tan

even though it's February!"
SALLY
But what am | gonna do w thout hinf
JULI ET
Sally, you weren't really in |ove.
Gavi n made you feel trapped and small.
Pl us, how many of our nights out were
rui ned because, oh no, it's 3 AM Sally
has to go hone early to GAAAVIN  Now
we can finally start to really go out!
SALLY
We haven't really been going out?
JULI ET
Not even renotely! Wat am| supposed
to do with nyself from3 to 8 A M
SALLY

Sl eep?

17.
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JULI ET
(TRULY BAFFLED) What? (BEAT) Sally,
you need to do it. Wth a dude. Fast.
SALLY
| broke up with ny husband | ess than
24 hours ago.
JULI ET
Break-ups are |ike kidnappings. The
first forty eight hours are crucial.
You gotta bl ow up the bridge behind
you! And the only way to do it is by
doing it...with a dude. Fast.
SALLY
(EYE ROLL) | know what's com ng..
JULI ET
You gotta nail it and bail it.
SALLY
(ON TOP) Absolutely not gonna "nai

it and bail it."

JULI ET
Here nmoi out. | have just the guy...
FLASHBACK TO
27 INT. JULIET'S OFFI CE - DAY - FLASHBACK 27

IN THE TRES CH C OFFI CE OF JULI ET' S FASH ON WEB-
SI'TE, SHOOZH. COM JULI ET' S WELL- MEANI NG, SHY | . T.
QJY, FRANK, UPDATES HER.  JULI ET' S WEARI NG A PONER
SU T AND BI G GLASSES. SHE SI ZES FRANK UP
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JULI ET FLUFFS H' S HAIR, EXAM NES H S FACE W TH HER

FRANK
.And | installed a search engi ne

script, so if...

FINGERS. HE S CONFUSED. ( EVERYTHI NG ABOUT

SHOOZH. COM AND JULI ET |'S CONFOUNDI NG TO FRANK. )

JULI ET

FRANK ( CONT' D)
So if girls wanna search for, let's
say...Ugg Boots? The search results
w Il be your advertisers, please stop
poki ng ny face.

JULI ET
Hahaha. Sweet, sweet Frank. [|'mthe
nunber one fashion blogger in Anerica
right now due to nme bl ow ng the whole
"indigo blue is the new bl ack"” thing
wi de open. Also for 2014: (GESTURI NG
AS |F ON A MARQUEE) "JEWEL TONE
FI NGERLESS GLOVES." There'll be no
Ugg Boots on Shoozh.com

FRANK

How do you pronounce it again? Shhoo..

JULI ET

Shoozh. Shoozh. com

PO NTS TO A G ANT WALL LOGO " SHOOZH. COM'

FRANK
The way it's spelled doesn't at al

correspond with how you say it...

19.
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28

JULI ET
Oh sweet, sweet, boring Frank.
Congratul ations: you're nmy new project.
"' mgonna fix you

FRANK
Sounds like I'm getting neutered.

JULI ET
Oh sweetie: It's the exact opposite.

BACK TO:
| NT. BAR - NI GHT

JULI ET SM LES AT SALLY.
JULI ET
Once I'mdone with him he's gonna be
Mar k Wahl berg nmeets Mark Zucker ber g!
Oh, I'mgonna dress himup all pretty
for you! He used to be a Navy Seal!
SALLY
Real | y?
JULI ET
(SHRUGS) |I'mrounding up. He was in
the Navy on sonme | ane sub. But he's

your perfect nail-and-bail!

SALLY
Ckay. 1'll go on this date. But it's
not gonna be a "nail and bail." It's

gonna be nore |like a "date and see.”

28

20.
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29

JULI ET
There is no such thing as a "date and
see." There is only "nail and bail."
SALLY
It's a "date and see."
JULI ET
(SNEEZES) "Nail and bail!"
AS THEY CONTI NUE THI S BACK AND FORTH
NARRATOR (V. Q)
This went on for about twenty nore
m nutes, so |I'mjust gonna skip ahead.
CUT TO
| NT. DANNY AND TODD S APARTMENT - NI GHT 29

SALLY CGETS READY FOR HER DATE. SHE DRI NKS A SWEATY
32- OQUNCE SODA SHE SETS DOAMN ON THE COFFEE TABLE
RI GHT NEXT TO A COASTER.  DANNY GLARES AT THI S.
DANNY
It's too soon for this date. Coaster.
DANNY MOVES SALLY' S DRI NK ONTO THE COASTER
TODD
(NODS) "Nail it and bail it." That
Juliet knows what she's doing.
DANNY
No, she doesn't! Wy does everyone
think Juliet knows what she's doing?
SALLY

Don't worry, it's not a nail and bail.

( MORE)

21.
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SALLY ( CONT' D)
This situation has been downgraded to
a date and see.

TODD
Copy that, sugar.

DANNY

VWhat are either of you tal king about?

SALLY
How do | | ook?
TODD
Un how about |ike an angel?! [|I'm
sorry, did | just die and go to heaven?
DANNY
You wi Il if you keep encouraging this!

Sally, don't do this. You can stil
sal vage things with Gavin.
SALLY
No, | can't. | didn't tell you the
wor st thing he said...
FLASHBACK TO
| NT. GAVIN AND SALLY'S APARTMENT - FLASHBACK

THE FI GHT RAGES ON. SALLY | S UPSET.
SALLY
How can you tal k about ending things?
W were about to start a famly...

GAVI N TAKES A DEEP BREATH, PULLS THE TRI GGER

30

22.
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GAVI N
Sally, | think you'd be a bad nom
BACK TO
31 | NT. DANNY AND TODD S LIVI NG ROOM - BACK TO SCENE 31

TODD GASPS. SALLY SLAVMS HER SODA DOMN (NOT ON THE
COASTER). ANNOYED, DANNY PUTS I T ON THE COASTER

SALLY
Can you believe he said that?
TODD
What ?! | wish you were ny noni
SALLY REALI ZES DANNY IS BI TING H S TONGUE.
SALLY
Can you believe he said that? Danny?

SHE MOVES THE SCDA OFF THE COASTER ONTO THE WOCD.
DANNY PUTS THE DRI NK ON THE COASTER.  STAND- OFF.

SALLY ( CONT' D)
| can feel you thinking it, so if you're
gonna say it, just say it...
DANNY
| don't know what you're tal king about.
SALLY
Say it!
DANNY
(SNAPPING Fine, | agree with Gavin!
You' d be a bad nom
SALLY GASPS. SHE AND DANNY STARE EACH OTHER DOWN.
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO
32 | NT. DANNY AND TODD' S LIVING ROOM - N GHT 32

ON SALLY, BRUI SED BUT DEFI ANT. FREEZE FRAME.

NARRATOR (V. Q)

Hearing ny brother say |I'd be a bad

momfelt |ike taking a bullet. But

|'d be dammed if | was gonna let him

see how nuch it hurt...

UNFREEZE. SALLY ADORABLY MELTS, FI GHTI NG TEARS.

SALLY

(H GH AND SQUEAKY) \Whaaaat?! How

could you say that to ne? On the night

"' mabout to nove on with ny life!l |

mean, this is the first time I've put

on make-up in days...
TODD

You had on bronzer the other night.
SALLY

That was Taco Bell| Border Sauce. |

didn't have a napkin so | just sneared

it around ny face till it thinned out.
TODD

Oh. Well, you | ooked radiant, princess!
DANNY

No, stop coddling her! Sally, if you

ever want to be a nom act your age.

24.
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SALLY

Act ny age! You need to act your age!

DANNY
Excuse ne?
SALLY

You live like a senior citizen! And

not a fun, feisty novie senior citizen!

A catheter/reverse nortgage conmercia

senior citizen! Wat did you do | ast
Saturday night? O should | say | ast

Saturday | ate afternoon?

FLASHBACK TO

33 | NT. DANNY AND TODD' S LIVING ROOM - N GHT

DANNY AND TODD PLAYI NG MAH JONG W TH TWO OTHER VERY
OLD COUPLES FROM THEIR BUI LDING. ON THE TABLE IS A

CHEESE- BALL, WH CH DANNY AND TODD ENJOY.
DANNY
Janet, this cheese-ball is literally
everything in this world!
TODD
To di e!
WE HEAR A LOUD CLOCK TI CKI NG AS THEY EAT.

BACK TGO

34 | NT. DANNY AND TODD' S LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

THE FI GHT CONTI NUES.
SALLY
You're barely thirty!
( MORE)
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SALLY ( CONT' D)
Wy are you hanging out with the
surviving cast of "It's A Wnderful
Life!™
DANNY
They' re our neighbors and they're
fasci nati ng peopl e!
TODD
And Janet's cheese-balls are amazi ng.
DANNY
Go back to Gavin! He's the only guy
who' || put up wth your crap.
SALLY
The only guy?!
DANNY
| forbid you fromgoing on this date.
SALLY
|"'msorry, did you just "forbid" nme?
DANNY
Yes. | forbid you
SALLY STORMS | NTO THE GUEST BEDROOM

DANNY ( CONT' D)

Thank god. Comng to her senses.
SALLY (O S.)

Ckay, |I'mnot going on this date.

SHE RE- ENTERS I N A SKI MPY BANDEAU TOP, SHORT SKI RT.
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SALLY ( CONT' D)
(RE: QUTFIT) [|'mgoing on this date!
DANNY
(APPALLED) You | ook |Iike Jenny Oznent.
TODD
Jenny Oznment ?
SALLY
Grl fromhigh school. Ddit with
t he debate coach in a N ssan Sentra.
TODD
Goss. (TORN) Yet just a wee bit hot.
SALLY
| wasn't going to sleep with this guy,
but now that you say Gavin's the "only"
guy who could want ne...|'m TOTALLY
gonna sleep with him
DANNY
(WNCES) Ckay, stop--
SALLY
(SM LES) And he's gonna give ne the
busi ness. Hard. Hard busi ness.
DANNY
(CRINGES) Seriously, stop...
SALLY
It's gonna be |like "50 Shades of G ey"
meets Cirque du Soleil.

( MORE)
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35

SALLY ( CONT' D)
We're gonna eat weird foods off each
ot her, put ice on each other's..
boobie... nips... yeah I"'mreally gonna
sex it up! Sex-style!

DANNY
(COVERS EARS) Don't tell ne that!

SALLY
(STORM NG QUT) Too late! It's in your
head! Enjoy that image next tine you're
snacki ng on Janet's dusty cheese-ball s!

CUT TO
| NT. BAR - NI GHT

SALLY AND JULI ET ARE AT THE BAR.
SALLY
Gavin's not the "only" guy who could
put up with nme! (BEAT) |Is he?
JULI ET
No! Grandpa Danny better back off:
You are not crawl ing back to Gavin.
SALLY
Ch, | amnpot. Trust ne.
JULI ET
| trust you conpletely. (BEAT) Gve
me your phone.

SALLY

"' m not gonna call Gavin!

35
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JULI ET
Says the sober girl at eight P.M
SALLY SI GHS, HANDS OVER HER PHONE.
JULI ET ( CONT' D)
Oh | ook, there he is!
FRANK ENTERS WEARI NG A DORKY FLEECE. JULI ET SI GHS.
JULI ET ( CONT' D)
Oh, | told himnot to wear that fleece,
it's covering up the cute outfit | put
hi min. Frank! Over here!
FRANK JO NS THEM AND JULI ET ZI PS OFF H S FLEECE.
HE'S GOT' ON A TI GHT, DEEP V-NECK T- SHI RT, COMPLETE
W TH PEACE SI GN CHOKER AND A LEATHER CUFF.
JULI ET ( CONT' D)
Frank, Sally. Sally, Frank.
FRANK
(UNCOVFORTABLE IN SHIRT) Hi ...
SALLY
Hi .
JULI ET
(PO NTS) Jon Varvatos T with plunging
V. Subtly coiffed chest hair wisp. A
frosting of rock n' roll man
jewel ry. .. RAVRRRR!
FRANK
| wish this part would stop.
JULI ET
(TO SALLY) You know what to do. Bye.
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JULIET EXITS.

CUT TO

36 EXT. BAR/ INT. GAVIN AND SALLY'S APARTMENT - NI GHT 36

THE SECOND SHE' S QUT OF THE BAR, SALLY'S PHONE RI NGS.
JULI ET
Hel | 0?
GAVI N
Juliet? I1t's Gavin.
JULI ET
Nope.
SHE HANGS UP. HE CALLS BACK. SHE ANSWERS.
JULI ET ( CONT' D)
Sally's phone, this is her better
j udgment speaking. ..
GAVI N
Juliet, put ny wife on the phone.
JULI ET
Sally doesn't want to get back together
wi th you. She's noved on.
GAVI N
Oh really? | know for a fact she | oves
me and she can't live w thout ne.
JULI ET
(SUSPI CI QUS) Where'd you hear that?

FLASHBACK TO
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SECOND DRAFT - 1/31/14

37

38

| NT. DANNY AND TODD S LIVING ROOM / GAVI N AND

SALLY' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

A M SCH EVOUS DANNY' S ON THE PHONE W TH GAVI N, WHO
BLUETOOTH IN H' S EAR, IS WORKI NG QUT ON A BOWLEX

DANNY
She | oves you and she can't |ive w thout
you. . .

GAVI N
She really said that?

DANNY

Yes, she really said that!
CUT TO

| NT. DANNY AND TODD' S LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

LATER, DANNY'S CLEANI NG UP. TODD S ANNOYED
CHYRON: FI FTEEN M NUTES LATER. .

TODD
| can't believe you did that.
DANNY
It's for her owm good. [|'m nudging
her in the right direction.
TODD
Don't you nmean kicking her out of our
apartnent as quickly as possible?
DANNY
| f the added bonus to saving ny sister
fromthe worst m stake of her life is
rescui ng our honme from an aval anche of

( MORE)

37
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39

DANNY ( CONT' D)
churro powder (W PING COUCH) and
( GRABBI NG SEVERAL CURLI NG | RONS)
Curling irons (1 MVEDI ATELY DROPPI NG
CURLI NG | RONS) that are blistering-hot
and not-turned off, dammt Sally!

JULI ET BURSTS IN. SHE WEARS M RRORED AVI ATORS AND
A MOTORCYCLE JACKET.

JULI ET
Danny, as you can see |'m wearing ny
Jason Wi | eather fringe noto-jacket!
(RIPS OFF GLASSES) Which nmeans |'m
furious!
DANNY
(BEAT) Wait, did you go put on a
special outfit just to yell at ne?
JULI ET NODS, BAD- ASS.
TODD
(BEAT) | gotta say, | kinda |love that.
CUT TO
| NT. BAR - NI GHT 39

FRANK SI TS IN THE BOOTH, TUGGE NG AT HI S Tl GHT SHI RT.
SALLY' S TRYI NG REALLY HARD TO BE SEXY. | T S AVWKWARD

SALLY

So...you were in the mlitary? Mmmm ..
FRANK

The Navy, yeah. | was on a submari ne,

actually. For a long tine.
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SALLY
That's sexy. | bet you have tons of
exciting stories. (WEIRD, FLIRTY LAUGH)
FRANK
Yeah.
VERY LONG BEAT.
FRANK ( CONT' D)
(REALI ZI NG Oh, you wanna hear one?
SALLY
(TGO MJCH) On ny god, yes, you.
FRANK
There's a lot of "em (BEAT) Just
trying to think of a good one. (BEAT)
Ummmmn . .
SALLY
Ch, I'msorry. Are you distracted by
my sexy...(THEN) This is a weird outfit
isn"t it?
FRANK
Yes, that dress, it...(STUMPED) ki nda
| ooks like you' re wearing a napkin
froma fancy Indian restaurant.
TH S PAUSES SEXY SALLY.
SALLY
Ok, 1'mgonna stop being sexy for a
second. Real talk: Juliet gave ne

this outfit.

33.
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FRANK
(I NDI CATI NG SHI RT) Same here.
SALLY
|'ve never felt nore unconfortable in
my life.
FRANK
Sane here.
THEY LAUGH. TENSI ON BROKEN.
SALLY
(DOMNS HER DRINK) So | guess Juliet
al so told you what this night was about,
right? The nail and bail?
FRANK
The what and what ?
SALLY
W' re gonna sl eep together.
FREEZE ON FRANK.
NARRATOR (V. Q)
Most guys in this world would |ove to
find out at the beginning of a date
that they' |l be getting |ucky that
night. Frank was not one of them
UNFREEZE. FRANK |'S | MMEDI ATELY QUEASY.
FRANK

(STRICKEN) Ch god...
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SALLY
(WORRI ED) What do you nean oh God?
| s that not sonething you want to do?
FRANK
O course it's sonmething I want to do!
| mean (GESTURES TO HER TOP) dam.
But when you just announce it |ike
that...Look at nme, |I'm sweating, and
my stomach... Sorry, it's just |ike
being on a plane about to take off,
and the stewardess cones up and says,
"Oh, by the way, fifteen m nutes before
we arrive, the Captain's gonna get
sick and you're gonna have to | and the
plane.” | don't want to hear that at
the beginning of the flight! Let ne
enjoy ny neal, watch the novie, marve
at sonme Skymall. Now | gotta spend
the whole flight thinking, "Can I | and
this plane? How s this plane different
fromother planes |'ve | anded? Am|
gonna have to land it nore than once?"
SALLY
(RE: FRANK'S HEAD) Wow, there's a lot
going on up there, isn't there?
FRANK

You have no i dea.
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40

| NT. DANNY AND TODD S LI VI NG ROOM /

SALLY
l"msorry, I"mnot usually so forward,
it's just-- Juliet really didn't tel
you what's going on with me?

FRANK
Just that you're really funny. And
beautiful, (SUDDENLY LOUD) WH CH YQU
ARE BOTH OF THOSE THI NGS! My stonach

is maki ng weird noi ses. TALKING LOUD

TO COVER I T UP!  NERVOUS ABQUT SLEEPI NG

WTH YOU' END OF THE NI GHT! Stomach's

done nowno it's not. YOU ARE
BEAUTI FUL! WHAT'S GO NG ON W TH YQOU?
SALLY

My husband and | split three days ago.

TH' 'S PAUSES H M

FRANK

Husband?

CUT TGO

| NT. BAR -

JULI ET AND DANNY HAVE | T OQUT, TODD WATCHES NERVOUSLY.

JULI ET
You can't make decisions for Sally!
(BEAT) 1'mthe only one qualified to

make decisions for Sally!
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A BEAT.

JULI ET

BEG N |

DANNY
This froma woman who once said she
had the key to world peace, and when
asked you what, you said: "Hats."

JULI ET
Can't you just take a break from being
a big brother, and be on Team Sal |y
for once? Trust ne on this. Team
Sally's a fun teamto be on. W have

t he best wuniforns.

TODD
Hat s do make peopl e happier..
S PHONE RI NGS
JULI ET
(ANSVERI NG Frank. Wsat's up?
NTERCUT W TH FRANK I N THE BAR
FRANK
| just want to thank you for introducing
me to Sally. W had a nice tine.
JULI ET
VWat?! It's only been like, twenty
m nutes! You couldn't possibly have
nail ed and bailed yet! (TROUBLED)
Coul d you?
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FRANK

(COVERING No. The truth is...

41 | NT. BAR -

FLASHBACK TO
Nl GHT - FLASHBACK

SALLY AND

| f

FRANK ARE NOW I N A HEART TO HEART.
FRANK

you don't mnd ny asking...why did

you marry himin the first place?

SHE THI NKS, THEN LAUGHS AT THE THOUGHT OF IT.

He

SALLY

al ways told ne what | was doi ng

wWr ong.

FRANK

That's...awful.

I\IOa

SALLY

| nmean, in a good way. You know

that little voice in your head that

constantly rem nds you that you're

screw ng everything up?

FRANK

Yeah, it's been screaming at me with a

bul

Vel

| horn since we sat down.
SALLY

|, mne doesn't work so wel|. Mbst

peopl e realize when they're nmaking a

Mess.

( MORE)

41
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SALLY ( CONT' D)
| don't realize until it's too |ate.
Everyone around ne's noving forward
with their lives...and | have no idea
what | wanna do with mne yet. That's
why | needed Gavin as ny little voice.
He could be critical but...l think he
was just trying to fix me. And the
truth is...maybe | needed it.
FRANK SM LES SYMPATHETI CALLY.
FRANK
Maybe we don't need to be "fixed,"
t hough. Maybe we just need to find
t hat person who | oves us for who we
are.
SALLY SM LES, BUT SHE'S CLEARLY GETTI NG QUI TE SAD.
SALLY
| used to think being in | ove neant
stayi ng young with soneone. But maybe
that's wong. Mybe it neans grow ng
up with them Wsat if there really
was only one person in the world capabl e
of loving ne?
FRANK
(FALLI NG FOR HER) Not possi bl e.
SALLY
(BEAT) I'msorry, | have to go..
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42

43

TO FRANK' S SURPRI SE, SALLY DASHES OUT.

BACK TO
| NT. DANNY AND TODD S LIVING ROOM / | NT. BAR - 42
NI GHT
JULI ET LOOKS STRI CKEN:
JULI ET
She's going back to Gavin. | have to

stop her!

JULI ET HANGS UP AND RUNS OQUT. DANNY LOOKS STRI CKEN:

DANNY
| have to stop her from stopping her!

DANNY RUNS OQUT. A BEAT. TODD LOOKS STRI CKEN:

TODD
| haven't made up ny m nd yet but |
don't want to m ss this!

TODD RUNS QOUT.

CUT TO
EXT. GAVIN AND SALLY'S APARTMENT - N GHT 43

GAVIN OPENS H' S DOOR TO FI ND A REPENTANT SALLY THERE.
SALLY
H ...
GAVI N
Hi .
THEY THROW THEI R ARV AROUND EACH OTHER
END OF ACT TWO

40.
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ACT THREE
44 EXT. GAVIN AND SALLY'S APARTMENT - N GHT 44

SALLY AND GAVI N ARE COM NG QUT THE DOCR. A CAB
PULLS UP. JULI ET, DANNY AND TCDD ALL HOP QUT.
THEY RUN UP AND BOTH START TALKI NG SI MULTANEQUSLY.

JULI ET DANNY
Being single is awesone! Marriage is beautiful,
You can have sex with growi ng together,
whoever you want, watch chal | engi ng each ot her
what ever you want on sharing a life, plus you're
TV, and you'll always destroying ny apartnent--
have ne!
SALLY
Todd?

SALLY |'S LOCKI NG PAST THEM AT TODD WHO STARES AT
H S PHONE | N TOTAL SHOCK

TODD
She had the baby. The girl in Del awnare.
It's a boy. (BEAT) She's keeping him

A BEAT AS EVERYONE PROCESSES. DANNY SI TS DOAN ON
THE STEPS, DEVASTATED.

DANNY
Damm it.

TODD SITS DOMN NEXT TO HM  THEY' RE SHAKI NG SALLY
SNAPS | NTO ACTI ON.

SALLY
Gavin, go inside, make one tea,
chanpbnil e, slice of | enpn, one hot

( MORE)
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SALLY ( CONT' D)
chocol ate, marshmal | ows, huge shots of
whi skey in both! Go!
Dl SSOLVE TGO
45 | NT. GAVIN AND SALLY'S APARTMENT - NI GHT 45

FEW M NUTES LATER. DANNY AND TODD SI P FROM MJUGS.
SALLY

This is just a setback. That girl
kept that baby because she | ooked at
it and knew it was her baby. And thank
God she did, because your baby? Your
baby's still out there waiting to be
born. And that's gonna be the | uckiest
kid in the whole world.

TODD PUTS HS HEAD ON SALLY' S SHOULDER. SHE SMOOTHES
H'S HAIR.  DANNY LOOKS AT HER, REALI ZI NG SOVETHI NG

DANNY

Holy crap, Sally. You' re gonna be a

great nom

SALLY |'S TOUCHED. A BEAT. DANNY TURNS TO GAVI N.

DANNY ( CONT' D)

(TRYI NG TO BE TOUGH) Hey. Nunbnuts.

You think you can do better than Sally

Javits? |s that what you think, guy?
TODD

(LEANS IN TO GAVIN) Be a peach and

pretend this is even renotely scary.

42.
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SALLY
Danny- -

JULI ET
Shh! | wanna see where Danny's goi ng
with this...

DANNY

Sally, 1've had it up to here with
this buttface not appreciating the

fact that you are a princess angel

nmuffin!' | forbid you fromagetting
back together with hini
SALLY PQOSI Tl VELY GLOWS.
SALLY
Www  This is so awesone!
SHE KI SSES HER BROTHER.
SALLY ( CONT' D)
And totally unnecessary.
DANNY
Huh?
FLASHBACK TO.

46 I NT. GAVIN AND SALLY'S KITCHEN - N GHT - FLASHBACK

GAVIN AND SALLY HUG AS SEEN EARLI ER
SALLY
Let's celebrate! QOpen sone chanpagne!

SHE GOES TO THE W NE FRI DGE, REACHES FOR A BOITTLE.

46
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a7

GAVI N
Qoh, yeah, that's an '82 Pol Roger.
Ki nda want to hold onto that one. For
re-sale. O a special occasion.
SALLY
You just reunited with your wife, that's
not a "special occasion?" W deserve
sonmet hing classy! Here, I'll go grab
my chanpagne- openi ng swor d!
GAVI N
Sally. Cone on.
SALLY STOPS, THI NKS FOR A BEAT.
SALLY
This...isn't gonna work, is it?
OFF GAVI N, UNABLE TO DI SAGREE. .
BACK TO

| NT. GAVIN AND SALLY'S APARTMENT - NI GHT

THE OTHERS TAKE THI S I N..
SALLY
W' ve decided we're gonna call it a
day on the whol e being married thing.
JULI ET STARTS TRYI NG NOT TO SM LE AGAI N
JULI ET
(STILTED) ©Oh no! That's terrible are

you sure this is what you want?

a7
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48

49

SALLY
Juliet, please, you' re gonna blow a
face muscle, just smle already.
JULIET GVES IN TO A GANT GRIN. THEY HUG
DANNY
You know what? Let's go to the bar.
SALLY
On a school night? Wat about acting
your age?
DANNY
(SHRUGS) |I'mbarely thirty.
JULI ET, DANNY AND TCDD EXIT. SALLY TURNS TO GAVI N.
GAVI N
You're sure you're okay wth this?
SALLY
| am You?
HE NODS. THEY HUG  SALLY EXI TS.
CUT TO
| NT. GAVIN AND SALLY'S KITCHEN - MOMENTS LATER 48

GAVI N ENTERS, HE NOTI CES THE WNE FRIDGE IS SLI GHTLY
OPEN. HE | NVESTI GATES, DI SCOVERI NG THE ' 82 POL
ROGER IS GONE.
GAVI N
Damm t, Sally!
CUT TO

INT. BAR - NIGHT - A LITTLE LATER 49

USI NG A LARGE SWORD, SALLY SLICES OPEN THE ' 82 PQOL
ROGER. POP!  EVERYONE CHEERS.

45.



HOW Il MET YOUR DAD - "PILOT"
SECOND DRAFT - 1/31/14
SALLY
To new begi nni ngs!
ALL
Hear hear!
SALLY RUNS OVER TO THE BAR
SALLY
Fi ve chanpagne gl asses, pl ease!
FRANK APPEARS NEXT TO SALLY.
FRANK
Hey Sally.
SALLY
Ohn! Hey Frank.
FRANK
So | thought of a good submarine story.
No spoilers, but it involves a giant
expl odi ng whal e carcass full of rotting
cod. Can | tell you about it over

di nner? Anyt hi ng but seafood?

SALLY
Frank, listen. You seem so sweet,
but... is it okay if it's just

friendship for you and ne?
FRANK SM LES.
FRANK
Friends it is. Lemme help with those.

HE TAKES THE GLASSES. SALLY WATCHES H M GO
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NARRATOR (V. Q)
And that, kids, is the story of how I
met your Uncl e Frank.
AS SALLY REJO NS FRANK AND THE GANG AT THE BOOTH. . .
FADE TO BLACK.
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